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T

he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing
together the Church and Village magazines into
a single publication to reflect the life and news of
Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish
Council and the Parochial Church Council and is
distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each published edition can also be viewed online
at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters.
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on
articles coming from people in the village. The closing
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th of
each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of
the editors.
Contacts

Editors

Jan Crawley
Tony Vernon

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Helen Tate

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising rates per issue

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic
copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. Cheques
should be made payable to “ Debden Parish Pump”.
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

Quarter page £10.00

Front photo: SNOWDROPS AND ACONITES AT EASTON LODGE
The gardens are open on 17th and 24th February from 11.30am to 4pm. Plants
will be on sale including snowdrops. Refreshments will also be available. See
website for details and entry charges.
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From the Editor
2019 has started with some excellent news, The Charity Commission have issued a notice confirming that the land exchange between the Village Hall Trustees and the Recreation Ground Trust
can go ahead. This means that architects for the new hall can be
appointed and fundraising can move ahead. Some potential funders
needed to be satisfied that the land exchange was legal! (p5)
Work is also proceeding on plans to reopen the shop and post office. Again Charity Commission consent was needed for the shop to
be reopened and this has been given. We wish the new committee
well. (p4)
2019 is also the year for District and Parish Council elections. If you
think you might be interested in standing as a parish or district councillor, now is the time to make plans. More information is given on
page 9.
Finally an appeal - we need new Pump editors. Jan and I have completed our terms as editors. Whilst we are not going to walk out immediately, we are not prepared to continue indefinitely. If you want
this magazine to continue to appear, please get in touch (or persuade a friend to get in touch). A new editor can bring fresh ideas.
Email editors@theparishpump.org or telephone me on 01371
830801.
Tony
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PLANS FOR NEW DEBDEN COMMUNITY SHOP

st

The Shop trading under the old shop constitution closed on 21 December.
Kind thanks to Nina and the team for a lovely day of mulled wine, shop bargains and a
fabulous video of the history and journey of our shop and its volunteers over the past
35 years. (See page 8 and back page for photos)
Since the December Pump update we have received agreement from the Charities
Commission to keep the shop trading on its current site. We have started the process
of the shop becoming a proper legal tenant of our Village Hall Trust and we’re working
closely with the previous shop committee and the Parish Council to resolve all the historic finances and transition all the services and running costs to the new shop entity
(Debden Community Shop). We hope this will be completed by the end of January so
we might re-open for trading by the end of February / early March.
The Post Office is also currently closed. Our Postmaster, Karen Alexander is in discussion with the Post Office on re-opening and resuming services, looking at the possibility of extending opening times, which, given the closure of other nearby post offices recently, is an exciting opportunity for the shop and the village. The hope is to be
able to re-open in early February and Karen will provide updates via the village wires
as soon as she can confirm.
Help is needed! We need your help to get the shop back up and running and flourishing in the village. There have been lots of offers of support and help indicated before
Christmas. We now need volunteers to staff the shop in small shifts and a team to help
behind the scenes as we look at new ideas and services.
We intend to establish the shop as a society owned and run by the community and this
requires our energy and commitment to make it happen. If you can help and want to
be involved in re-launching the shop, please contact
Stuart Walsh – sfnwalsh@me.com - 01371 831665.

PLANT & BOOK SALE in aid of DEBDEN CHURCH
Sunday 5th May 2.00 – 4.00pm
Gardeners – please, please, please help by donating plants to sell. Please sow extra
seeds this spring, take cuttings and save unwanted divided plants. All will be very
gratefully received. Plants may be brought to church on the day, left at my house
or Hilary Davey will happily collect.
Book Lovers – unwanted or surplus books will be very gratefully received by Tony
Vernon, or may be brought to church before the event. Tony will collect
Everyone – please put the date in your diary NOW
and come along and enjoy the afternoon.
Delicious Tea & Cake and Live Music
THANK YOU!! Hilary Davey (01799 542717) and Tony Vernon (01371 830801)
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CHARITY COMMISSION APPROVES HALL LAND EXCHANGE
The Charity Commission has now formally approved the land exchange to enable
Debden’s new village hall to go ahead. The official Order enables the site of the existing hall, owned by the Village Hall Trust (VHT), to be exchanged for land owned by
the Recreation Ground Trust (RGT) and currently occupied by the sports pavilion,
where the new hall will be built.
The pavilion will be replaced elsewhere on the recreation ground. Once the new
building is open, the old hall will be demolished, leaving the premises occupied by
the community shop in place. The Charity Commission has agreed that the shop can
remain on VHT land provided that a commercial rent is paid to the Trust. Plans for
the shop under new management are reported on the opposite page. The land exchange, approved by the Commission, means that the VHT can now appoint an architect to prepare designs for the new hall. It will also mean that fundraising will step
up a gear.
Mike Fairchild, chairman of the New Village Hall Group (NVHG), told the January
meeting of Debden Parish Council that in partnership with the VHT and with the support of the RGT and Parish Council, the group’s volunteers were going into the New
Year with confidence and “in good heart”. More than £300,000 had been raised by
the NVHG - approaching half the estimated cost of the new hall -to which a further
£13,000 of new funding had been secured in the last three months. This included
£10,000 from Essex County Council’s Community Initiative Fund and further contributions from the Aviva Community Fund, Bridgefoot Trust, Stansted Airport Passenger Community Fund, and former Debden Pre-School.
Construction of the new hall, scheduled to begin before the end of this year, is dependent upon the further success of the NVHG’s fundraising efforts to secure the
balance of funds to pay for construction of the new hall, demolition of the old hall and
securing the shop. “With the land swap agreed, the situation of the shop resolved
and designs under way, we are now in a strong position to target some of the larger
potential fund-providers,” says April Gardner, the NVHG’s head of fundraising. “We
will also be looking to reintroduce local fundraising schemes so that everyone in Debden can make a contribution.”
A commemorative plaque linking
the new hall to the history of the
building it replaces was unveiled
last November. It will occupy pride
of place on the wall of the new
village hall.
New Village Hall Co-ordination
Group: VHT, RGT, NVHG and
Debden Parish Council
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GENTLEMEN’S BRUNCH ANYONE?

Gentlemen, you are all invited to Brunch in the Plough on Saturday 16th March for a
full English Breakfast and loads of interesting, stimulating conversation.
The Ladies have been having their Ladies’ Dinners, so I thought it was about time
we had a chance to get together for a chat with those we know and those who perhaps we have not had a chance to meet yet.

Prosecco or Beer on arrival,

Full English Breakfast including toast and one tea or coffee.

A vegetarian option is available.
If you are interested:
The Date: Saturday 16th March 11 am sharp
The Venue: The Plough, Debden
The Cost: £ 13-50, payable in advance to confirm your booking.
To book your place either ring Richard Cawte or Val Riley on (01799) 543 048 or
e-mail: richard.rpc5@gmail.com; remember until payment is received in cash your
booking is not confirmed.
Due to expected high demand early booking is essential to secure your place!
Richard P Cawte

DEBDEN VILLAGE HALL TRUST NEEDS YOU!
We are looking for potential Trustees for the Village Hall Trust, especially those
with appropriate specialist skills and from the younger generation. The role is not
difficult and you get the chance to shape the future of the new village hall at this
exciting time..
Please take a look at the Charity Commission web site
(www.charitycommission.gov.uk) and give me a call for an informal chat on
(01799) 543 048. I look forward to speaking to you.
Richard P Cawte, Chairman - Debden Village Hall Trust.

BROWNIES RECEIVE GENEROUS DONATION
During the first meeting of the new year Debden Brownies had a lovely surprise
when Richard Cawte presented them with a cheque for £650, which was raised over
the last year at The Plough monthly quiz.
The Brownies would like to say a huge thank you to Quiz organisers Richard and
Val, Liz and Chris from the Plough and all the quizzers who had voted for Debden
Brownies as their fundraising choice for 2018 . As the Girl Guiding programme has
changed this year we now have sufficient funds to purchase all the new resources
required. (See picture above right)
Ann Bannister
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Richard Cawte presenting a cheque for £650 to Debden Brownies

GOOD FOOD, GOOD BOOZE AND GOOD COMPANY
White Swan, Conington
This month we went further afield, thanks to my brother and sister in law. We
travelled to Conington which is between Cambridge and Huntington. I advise
you take a map if out for a drive, as it is not easy to get to because of the
roadworks on the A 14. When you arrive at the White Swan, you will not be
disappointed though, a gem of a pub with an interesting history. Plenty of
parking is available both in the car park and on the surrounding roads.
The pub is light and airy with an interesting, low bar, good ale on tap, fine
wines and a good comprehensive food menu. Plenty of space with tables well
set out and log burners to keep you warm, especially when we went, one of
those cold, dank days in the run up to Christmas.
Be warned the starters are large. My main course was chicken & ham pie
which was home made and delicious; the sweets, also home-made and delicious. The service is very good even when the pub is full and the prices are
reasonable, well worth a visit but give yourself plenty of time and as usual, do
ring in advance to reserve your place to make sure you are not disappointed.
The White Swan, Elsworth Road, Conington, Cambridgeshire, CB23 4LN.
Telephone 01954 267 251
The Steaming Gourmet
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FAREWELL TO OLD VILLAGE SHOP

Some of the many visitors to the village shop on its final day on 21st December (See page 4 for plans for new Community Shop)
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT
STANDING AS A DISTRICT OR PARISH
COUNCILLOR
Have you ever thought about standing to be a
councillor? Are you interested in representing your
community? Do you think you could help make a
difference? The district and parish local government elections are on 2 May 2019
If you are considering standing as a candidate you can find out more about
what it means to be a local councillor. Senior officers are on hand to speak
about the functions of the District Council and let prospective candidates
know about the responsibilities of the role if elected. You can ask questions
and get advice on what to do next.
No political experience is necessary, nor are any formal qualifications other
than meeting the criteria to be eligible to stand as a candidate. There will be
some events coming up in the next few weeks. They will provide information for candidates, and will address the requirements for nominations. For
more information, contact Electoral Services on 01799 510510 or email
elections@uttlesford.gov.uk
Further information about being a local councillor is available from the Local
Government Association via https://beacouncillor.co.uk/. The website includes a step-by-step guide, e-learning module and case studies from existing councillors.
Guidance is also available from the Electoral Commission on what a candidate needs to do and how the election process works – visit
www.electoralcommission.org.uk.


For more information about the local elections, visit
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/elections.



Follow us on Twitter @Uttlesford DC



You can also follow our Business Development Team @UDCBusiness, our Communities Team @UDCCommunities, our Emergency
Planning Team @UDCResilience, and our jobs feed @UDCJobs



The council’s Chairman has now joined Twitter and can be found
@UDCChairman



Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook/UttlesfordDC
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From 18th Feb- 7th March the Plough will be
closed, to re-open on the evening of Friday
8th.
Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to
chef’s daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month

Opening hours:
Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10
Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com
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DEBDEN PRIMARY ACADEMY NEWS
As this New Year approaches find inspiration around you, and motivation within you,
to be all that you can be.” – Kate Summers
Our children spent a day in early December devoted entirely to art, creating some
wonderful Christmas artwork including decorations for our tree which was very kindly
donated to us by Wimbish Nursery and Garden Centre. We are proud that we are
offering a variety of enrichment days/activities for our children to learn a variety of
skills and embed their love for school and learning!
SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE
Year 6 led a wonderful Carol Service in the church on Wednesday 19th December
with clear, expressive reading, beautiful singing and not to mention a fabulous solo of
Once in Royal David’s City. It was delightful to see so many parents able to join us
for this for this very special service, we must give a special thank you to Dawn Saxon
for playing the organ for us.

Key Stage 1 put on an amazing performance of ‘A Little Bird Told Me’; the story of
how on a cold, snowy night in the middle of winter, little Robin was shivering away
wishing he could be somewhere a little warmer and a little bird tells him of some exciting news about the birth of a very special King far away in Bethlehem and he is invited
to join a flock of birds flying south to visit the baby. On their way they meet shepherds,
angels and wise men and come up with their own unique present for Jesus. We had
super singing, super acting and super reading. Thank you to all the staff and children
for putting this fabulous nativity play together.
FODS CHRISTMAS FAIR
Thank you to FODS (Friends of Debden School) for organising a fantastic Christmas
Fair. We had some fabulous stalls, a raffle with amazing prizes, a tombola and the
now legendary Debden Bake Off competition. FODS’ hard work is much appreciated
to buy items the school cannot out of its budget.
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As an exit point for their topic 'Who was Queen Victoria and what is she famous for?'
Minnows class decided to have a Victorian themed day. They began by making and
decorating gingerbread Christmas biscuits, creating their own royal crowns and assembling Christmas crackers. In the afternoon they held a royal tea party and played
a range of Victorian Parlour games which would have been traditionally played at
Christmas. They found out about how Christmas in Victorian times is both similar and
different to ours nowadays.
The school had a delicious Christmas lunch that was thoroughly enjoyed by the children, staff and some governors. Thank you to Mrs Andrew (our school cook) and Mrs
Spurgeon (catering assistant) for providing us with this special meal which provided a
wonderful opportunity for children, staff and other adults to enjoy eating together.
The school collected food items in December as part of the Uttlesford Food Bank
Reverse Advent Calendar Scheme. Thank you so much to all the parents and staff
who donated items for this very worthy cause. Mrs Andrew dropped 2 big boxes of
goodies to the Uttlesford Food bank for which I am sure they were very grateful.
Many exciting activities are planned for the spring term including a trip to Stansted
Airport, Frogs’ class assembly and Minnows’ STEM afternoon. I look forward to reporting on these events in the next issue of The Parish Pump. We wish everyone in
our community a happy and healthy new year.
With best wishes,
Mrs Fradd
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7th ANNUAL DEBDEN POTATO CHALLENGE
Join the 30 or so growers this year for the challenge, yet again, to grow more potatoes than anyone else and to be crowned Debden Potato Master with myriad and
sundry peripheral but wonderful benefits.
On Friday 8th March after 7:30pm in the Plough you will hand over your £5 entry fee
and draw your 3 seed potatoes from the sack at random; there are no age limits. I
select the variety of seed potato to ensure fairness and ease of judging.
Prepare your potatoes for planting however you wish but be warned - cutting is not
permitted. Plant your potatoes in a tub or bucket whenever you think appropriate in
your garden in the growing medium of your choice. Only tub or patio planter grown
potatoes will be assessed, flat grow bags or “in the ground” planting are not permitted
– the judges are ruthless, ruthless and efficient. Nurture your potatoes as you wish
fertiliser, nutrients, secret growing enhancers (yes Mr Wilson we are onto you) or
talking nicely to them - all is permitted.
The competition ends on Saturday 20th July (Please Note Change of Date) when
all competitors will be judged by total weight of the greenery, plant and potatoes.
During the judging each competitor is invited to provide refreshments for the Judges
and fellow competitors. It is anticipated that the judging will take around 15/20mins at
each location. The Judge will lift the plant and record the weight of the plant and potatoes. The organisers request and require absolute silence during this meticulous &
painstaking assessment. The Chairman of Judges is a knowledgeable vegetable
grower and will be able to eliminate any additional spuds added to the tub (by accident of course), the Chairman of Judges decision is final. I do hope we do not have a
repeat of a previous year with the Waitrose plastic bag of King Edwards in the
planter. This was an easy cheat to catch out – it was totally the wrong potato variety.
We then move on to the next competitor for judging, and so on until all entrants’
plants and potatoes have been weighed, assessed and duly recorded by our ruthless
and efficient judges with an almost fanatical devotion to the potato.
It is anticipated we will return to the Plough at about 7pm for the results and awards
ceremony including heaviest crop cup, heaviest single potato and the famous Mr
Potato Head for the smallest crop. Competitors, supporters of competitors and general bon viveurs are welcome and encouraged to join the judging tour, route, locations and times in June Pump. Mike & Pat Fairchild have a lot to live up to this year to
exceed their fantastic hospitality of previous years. By 7pm in the Plough we were a
very merry bunch indeed.
Entry fee is £5 per 3 spuds. The excess entry money, after deduction of the costs
and fees, will be awarded to the top 3 winners of the competition, who I am sure will
want to buy their fellow competitors a victory tipple.
Sunday 21st July eat your potatoes while nursing a headache.
If you need any further information just ask and I will make it up there and then.
See you on the 8th March for the potato distribution.
Brad Bamfield

14

Debden Parish Pump

February 2019

The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: graham@execschoice.com to discuss your requirements.
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:





Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed
south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs
A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

A Wilson Accounting is a reliable,
approachable accounting practice
which covers all of your Accounting,
Bookkeeping, Payroll and Personal
Tax needs.
Self-assessment tax returns from
only £120 plus VAT

for expert help today.

Tel: 01799 732188
Email:

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

www.wilsonaccountingservices.com
Facebook: A Wilson Accounting
Twitter: @Wilsonaccounts

abby@wilsonaccountingservices.com
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RONALD WALTER HENRY DAWSON 1931-2018
Known as Ron, Ronald Walter Henry Dawson was born in Fakenham, Norfolk on 19
December 1931. He had two sisters and a brother and had a happy childhood. As a
youth he played the trumpet and was a regular member of Fakenham Band. He recollected many occasions on the bus home from some performance with the band, that
the musicians picked up their instruments and improvised their own versions of the
tunes of that time. Music always featured strongly in Ron’s life and this was perhaps
where his love of jazz music was born.
Ron served an apprenticeship with a local garage as an auto mechanic and he has
looked after his own cars ever since. This included trying to fill the radiator up with
screen wash a few years ago – a disaster Pam just managed to avert!
Ron met Pam in Fakenham when she was just 14 but after several years of courtship
they married in the parish church in 1957. They subsequently moved to Broxted in
1967, where Ron started working in his sister’s family business ‘Havenwood Engineering’. Ron cared for all sorts of pump installations. His work sometimes involved
accessing deep sump pits and he was a fit and very strong man. Subsequently he
became self employed doing the same line of work up until his retirement.
Early in their married life, Ron taught Pam to drive. As you can imagine, that was not
always easy and on more than one occasion, Pam got out of the car to walk home.
However their relationship endured, Pam never walked the whole way home (she
passed her test first time!). They celebrated 61 years of marriage this year.
Another love of their life together was their pet dogs. Favouring Golden retrievers
Pam and Ron had Topsy, Ellie and Lucy as their faithful companions and pictures of
them adorn their home, which for the last 36 years has been in Thaxted Road, Debden. In the last few years of Lucy’s life, when Ron had not been able to go on dog
walks, he inevitably stood at the kitchen window waving to Pam and Lucy as the approached across the fields at the back of the house. Right up to recent time with Lucy
no longer with them, it was not unusual for Ron to be feeling down beside his chair
looking for a head to pat and stroke, although he couldn’t quite understand the flock of
white fluffy sheep seen next door at Smith’s Green Farm who he thought was a whole
pack of dogs.
Ron and Pam’s home was a happy place and they enjoyed looking after their garden
together. Holidays were often spent going away in their caravan. With good practical
mechanical skills, Ron turned his hand to many jobs at home and in their caravan.
Sadly diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, life changed over the last seven years.
Pam, who cared for others as a job, continued to care for Ron at home, who had
throughout his life, shunned doctors and hospitals, even until the last days as Ron
suffered from a rapid infection that led to his hospital admission.
Ron died in Addenbrookes Hospital on the day the paramedics took him to hospital.
That he was cared for so long and so well at home is a tribute to Pam and her love for
him, honouring his wishes to remain at home. Ron died on 27th October 2018. He
has been a good friend to many, a loving and caring husband and will be very much
missed.
John Saxon
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EMERGENCIES AT THE VETS
We’ve had a few pretty full on days and nights recently at Mercer and Hughes but a
comment from a client really made an impression on me.
The first case was an emergency caesarian that occupied me and four nurses for a
couple of hours operating and then resuscitating the severely compromised puppies;
for a while it was touch and go but eventually we managed to pull them all through.
We also negotiated the disruption to the practice with so many staff being taken up
with one patient with a lot of hard work, juggling and staff staying on after their shifts
had finished.
The next day seemed to be the day of the dogs eating inappropriate objects, stones,
chocolate and socks to name but a few. After the second emergency operation to
remove some of these things from various parts of intestines our kennel nurses were
to have a busy night with post-operative monitoring.
By the third day we were all wishing for a quiet one but after a normal busy day I had
an emergency call to say a cat had just come home with severe injuries, I told them
to go straight to the Saffron Walden surgery and was met by worried owners and a
cat with some of the most horrific injuries I have ever seen. We spent the next hours
carrying out emergency surgery.
When I rang the owners at midnight so say we had just finished, they were relieved
and grateful but it was their parting words that have stayed with me over the last few
weeks. They said, ‘thank you for being there’. Just a simple phrase but one that has
really resonated with me, because although it’s our job, on a daily basis our staff go
above and beyond what you might expect; they stay late, comfort pet owners, deal
with whatever is thrown at them and they do it with care, love and good humour and
we are always there, whatever the day, whatever the hour.
Ilse Pedler
Below Debden Conqueror from an early 20th Century postcard.
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BOOKS ENJOYED BY THE DEBDEN BOOK CLUB
Haweswater Sarah Hall
The factual building of the Dam, the flooding of Mardale village, the intense
relationships between all the main characters, the Navvies and their “ town”,
the brilliant descriptive passages all meant there was something for everyone, plus a tragic ending with an explosion and a drowning.
The Penguin Lessons Tom Michell
A story of a man and his rescued Penguin. Found covered in oil and nearly
dead the bird is taken home and cleaned, quite hilarious, then as Tom
moves he takes the Saldo with him. The story is endearing.
Birdcage Walk Helen Dunmore
A walk reveals a gravestone and takes us back in time. It is the French
Revolution - Uncertain economic times in Europe. A perfectionist house
builder plans a Crescent in Bristol. He has a sinister secret and he also has
a new wife. Her mother is a radical. Her friends are literary figures. The buyers don’t materialise. He becomes more paranoid. His secret is uncovered.
Red Joan Jennie Rooney
Cambridge 1937 Joan is at University, unusual for a girl. She meets Leo
and Sonya and attends meetings. It was the race for atomic supremacy and
the coalition of USA and Britain were winning. Joan having been sworn to
secrecy felt under pressure and was persuaded information should be
shared with the Soviets. When things go wrong Joan and her husband head
for Australia; they adopt Nick. Fast forward to Sidcup 2005 Joan’s past is
about to catch up with her. MI5 come knocking. Will Nick forgive her?
Endless Numbered Days Claire Fuller
A talented but absent mother and an unhinged father - Peggy didn’t stand
much of a chance. But when her father took her out in the garden and they
camped, skinned squirrels, ate grasshoppers and climbed trees Peggy could
have had no idea that her father would abduct her, imprison her and so began ‘the endless numbered days in the Hutte’ and the fantasy of Reuben.
Amy and Isabelle Elizabeth Strout
A mother and daughter - Isabelle has secrets and when she finds that Amy
also has secrets her life begins to fall apart. Both seduced by older men,
both are vulnerable, naïve and impressionable. There is an undercurrent of
loneliness, shyness and inferiority in them. These are pounced on by Isabelle’s father’s best friend and Amy’s stand in teacher. Life in Shirley Falls is
judgemental. This is a story of love for a daughter, love for a mother and
physical love that betrays both. Unlikely friendships are their salvation.
Cousha Wilson
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Debden Christmas Party Raises £1000 for Community Shop
Karen Alexander writes: We raised over £1,000 for the new Community Shop. The funds will be used to source new stock. The Christmas
party was a fabulous night - tanks to Dawn Webb for organising and
for the many others who helped and for the generous auction and raffle prizes. Karen also apologises for not opening the shop in January
due to unforeseen difficulties.
New Church Boiler
A new boiler has been installed in Debden Church at a cost of about
£12,000. After some 25 years, the old boiler had ceased to operate
adequately and was beyond repair. The Parochial Church Council
would like to thank the Searle Trust for its generous donation of
£9,000. The balance of the cost has been raised from regular memebrs of the congregation and from the Church Christmas Fair.
Church Christmas Fair Raises £1700
Thanks to all those who came to the Church for the Christmas Fair
and for those who donated bottles, gifts and Christmas produce.. The
Fair made £1730, an increase of £100 over 2017. The largest contributors were the raffle at £478 and the Tombola, which raised £285.
Parish Church Attendance over Christmas
Over 130 parents, teachers and children enjoyed the school’s carol
service in Debden Church on 19th December. Some 70 adults and 15
children attended the Village Carol service on 16th December. The
Christmas Eve nativity service attracted 80 worshippers and the
Christmas morning Communion Service a congregation of 30.
Debden RBL Wins Essex County Livermore Cup
Debden Branch Royal British Legion (RBL) has been awarded the
Livermore Cup, as the most efficient Branch without a Club in Essex.
This is the 5th time in the last 8 years that Debden Branch has won
this trophy (2012/2014/2015/2016 and now for 2018). The other 3
years (2011/2013 and 2017) Debden Branch was awarded the Toby
Brace Shield as Runner-Up in the annual competition, confirming that
they must now be considered the best and most consistently successful RBL Branch in Essex.
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HUNDRED PARISHES
SOCIETY
400 pages
About 1000 photos
Northwest Essex, South
Cambridgeshire Northeast Hertfordshire

£25

The Hundred Parishes Society is a charity which aims to increase the
awareness, enjoyment and care of the 100 parishes covering around 450
square miles of south Cambridgeshire, northwest Essex and northeast Hertfordshire. It is an area with over 6,700 listed buildings. The Society has just
produced a 400 page hard back book with around 1000 photos. It includes
the village of Debden. Copies can be bought at Harts bookshop and at the
Tourist Information Centres in Saffron Walden, Thaxted and Bishops Stortford.

Mike Fairchild’s 80th Birthday
A correspondent forwarded these photograph’s of Mike Fairchild’s 80th
birthday celebrations in the village hall on 30th December. The party had a
1940s theme with everyone infancy dress and was much enjoyed by our
correspondent. (Right below Mike dancing with his wife Pat)
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NEWS FROM DEBDEN PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

Dear Friends,
Over the Christmas period two amazing technological feats took
place. The Chinese landed a rover on the far side of the moon and a
Nasa spacecraft had a rendezvous with Ultima Thule, some 4 billion
miles distant from earth. We find it hard to comprehend images and
data coming back from such distances, yet David the psalmist was
conscious that God knew his thoughts “from afar” and could direct and
protect him wherever he was. We read in Psalm 139:
O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my
thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways…….Where shall I go from
your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to
heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right
hand shall hold me.
God is everywhere and knows everything about each one of us yet
still loves us and to show us his love, sent his Son to this earth. He
wants each of us to seek and find forgiveness and love in him.
It was very encouraging to see a good number attend the carol
service, once again we had an excellent talk from our visiting speaker
Peter Nodding. Peter is a retired Baptist minister with a wealth of
valuable experience.
Please note that we will not be having any evening services during
February but are planning to restart in April.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden

Weekly Programme
Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be no Sunday Evening services
in February

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at
10.15 to 11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church.

Coffee Morning
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee
morning for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit and
a friendly chat with others from the village?
Everyone is welcome and it’s free!

Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

February 2019

THINK ABOUT
ADVERTISING
IN PARISH PUMP?

Brighten up your Thursdays
Come along to the village hall from
8pm for a game or two of table
tennis.
It would be good to see some more
people joining in so why not just turn
up and give it a go. You will be most
welcome and will find it excellent
exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson
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Debden Parish Pump

February 2019

29

Debden Parish Pump

February 2019

Debden Church News
Dear Friends
Dawn and I have just returned from a few days away in Hamburg visiting
our son. Apart from enjoying the city and various restaurants and cafes, we
were able to see two musical shows ‘Mary Poppins’ and ‘Aladdin’. They
were of course in German, which neither of us speak. Nonetheless, they
were wonderful performances to watch. We could follow the plot easily, as
the story lines were familiar, yet it felt very strange when the audience
erupted into laughter around us as we hadn’t a clue that the characters had
just cracked a joke.
Words are a really important part of our lives. We can only get so much
from the context, gestures or facial expressions we use, even if we know
the storyline. The finer detail and precise meaning is ultimately carried by
the words we choose to use. Words are particularly important at this time
as we head into the last days of leaving the EU. (Of course, by the time the
Pump goes to press, Parliament may well have changed what is happening
with Brexit). Words are important in agreeing the precise terms of any relationship, not just between Europe and the United Kingdom, and words can
just as easily tear down any bonds of relationship too. The seemingly carefully chosen words politicians throw at each other nowadays does so much
to cause division and antagonism rather than to critically challenge in a spirit
of co-operation and work for the common good.
Families, of course, do not have relationship agreements drawn up. A
popular quote is ‘You can choose your friends, but you cannot choose your
family.’ We must be careful with the words we use and work to overcome
any disagreements, particularly in our families, but also in our communities
of whatever size and shape they may be. The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, said as much in his New Year Message, (available at https://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bwfrnk/archbishop-of-canterburys-newyear-message-2019).
In terms of reconciling differences, God ultimately has the last word. Jesus
was sent as God’s word to us full of grace and truth (John’s Gospel, chapter
1). In reconciling a wayward people, God did not just speak of grace and
mercy but showed us grace and mercy in his son Jesus. In all that we say
and do, may we work in a spirit of co-operation, striving for the common
good and showing each other grace.
Best wishes,
Revd John Saxon
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THANK YOU - The Parochial Church Council would like to thank all those who contributed to the Christmas services, including members of the choir, who lead the singing at the Carol Service and those who arranged the wonderful flowers.

CHURCH MICE Monday 25th February 2019
The Church Mice will be meeting in the New Room at Debden
Church 10 am- 11.30 am
All children aged 0-5 and their parents, grandparents and carers
are welcome for a time of stories, songs, craft activities and refreshments plus a chance to meet others and enjoy fellowship.
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AIRBNB AT

A J Pest Control Ltd

DEYNES HOUSE

Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

I have a fantastic self contained
guest suite listed on Airbnb.
Have a look and if it is of interest
call me direct if you prefer and to
save admin charge.

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles,
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Ideal for planning for your forthcoming parties and for visiting relatives.
Brand new venture so all dates
available.
07930341750

01799 542505
07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

Jessica Hayes
Locally based in Debden
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTES January 2019 meeting
Public participation session
The following issues were raised:

The NVHG is expecting approval of the land exchange from the
Charity Commission. £13,000 has been raised in the last three
months (this includes grant of £10,000 from the Community Initiatives Fund)

It was requested that the PC consider holding monthly meetings

Will members of the public be allowed to participate on item
19/101 – Update on the closure of the Village Shop.
Byway 75
ECC are being chased regarding work on Byway 75 which was promised
last year.
Issues concerning Common land
Several areas in the village are still being looked into.
Access to driveways in Deynes Road
Increased on road parking opposite the triangular traffic island has
made it almost impossible for some residents to access their driveways. ECC will be consulted regarding the possibility of reducing the
island's size or replacing it with a small circular island around the tree
or suggesting an alternative solution.
2019 Annual Assembly
This will be held at 8.00pm on Wednesday 10th April in the Village Hall. The
Council would like groups/organisations in the village to get in touch
with them if they would like to come along on the 10th April and report on
whatever group they organise or are involved in. Volunteers may be organising activities which village residents are not aware of and it would be really
interesting to hear if this is the case. Please email the Parish Clerk,
cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk if you would like to attend
The Precept for 2019/20 was set at £18,212.00 (Precept for 2018/19 was
£17,695.00)
Contribution to legal fees incurred by the co-ordinating group on the
Village Shop
It was agreed to contribute £800.00 towards the invoice for £3,300 for legal
fees incurred by the RG Trust and the VH Trust to meet a request by the
Charity Commission that both charities should seek advice on whether consent was needed by the Commission to allow the shop to continue to operate after the land exchange.
Update following the closure of the Village Shop
Nina Manser, Chairman of Debden's Village Shop reported on events following the closure of the Community Shop on Friday 21st December. The
Chairman thanked Nina and everyone involved with the shop for everything
they had done over the last 36 years. (Continued on next Page)
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Stuart Walsh gave a progress report on the new shop initiative which initially
will be a company limited by guarantee which is a not-for-profit company. It
will then become a Community Benefit Society. There will be three directors
and a management committee. The Post Office is due to open on Monday,
7th January.
Following the closure of the Debden's Village Shop the PC requested details
of the exact financial situation when all the expenses have been paid. They
also asked for more information on the viability of the new Shop initiative.
Planning applications
The following applications have been received, no comments submitted:
UTT/18/256/FUL Land south of Wisteria House, Debden Green
Minor alterations to planning approval UTT/18/1869/FUL to raise the height
of the valley in the rear elevation
UTT/18/3082/HHF Lovecotes Lodge, Debden Green
Single storey rear extension
UTT/18/3030/HHF Wychbars, Hamperden End
Conversion of loft space of garage building
UTT/18/3075/FUL Retrospective application, Debden Barns
Change of use of grassed area to extended car park area and amenity area
for customers as well as an occasional overflow car park and erection of
marquee
UTT/18/3411/HHF Retrospective application, Ivy Todd Cottage - For garage
loft conversion to ancillary residential. Revised from approved application.
The following have been approved, subject to conditions:
UTT/18/2396/HHF Wisteria House, Debden Green
UTT/18/2521/HHF Barltrops, High Street.
UTT/18/2480/LB Red Brick House, Deynes Road
The following has been refused:
UTT/18/2861/FUL Land adjacent to Henham House, Henham Road, Hamperden End.
The PC has been notified of an Appeal at Hand Post Cottage, Chickney
Road.
Resignation of Cllr Amie Roper
Cllr Amie Roper resigned from the Council in December. As it is less than
six months until the next elections in May 2019 the PC decided not to co-opt
a new member.
Parish Elections, Thursday, 2nd May 2019
Details will be published as soon as they are available. Councillors elected
on 2nd May automatically become Trustees of the Recreation Ground Trust.
Further details are available from the Parish Clerk, cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk
PC Meetings
The PC will be holding monthly meetings for the next three months. These
will be on Wednesday 6th February, Wednesday 6th March and Wednesday
3rd April, 8.00pm at the Village Hall
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ComputerCare-SaffronWaldenAll
types of PC support work undertaken









Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase
Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk

IA N

ABRAMS

CHARTERED ARCHITECT
for a complete
architectural service
18 The Maltings
Station Road
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN
Tel :01799 543533
Fax:01799 543653
ian@abrams.uk.com
www.ian-abramsarchitects.co.uk
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PAINTER AND
DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior
Free Quotations
Fully Insured
Contact:
Tel. 01799 540561
Mobile 07845 895698
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NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding
www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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Benten & Co
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,
New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications
For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery
Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting
Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website
www.mercertrees.co.uk
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RBL CYCLING PILGRIMAGE TO WW1 BATTLEFIELDS
Following GP 90 this August, Mike Clarke, Chairman of Debden Branch, Essex RBL,
reported that his neighbour James Lloyd, plus close friend John Archer, cycled some
80 kilometres in a private pilgrimage tour of the battlefields and several allied cemeteries around Ypres, Belgium. They completed the pilgrimage in order to commemorate the fallen on the centenary of the armistice, proudly wearing their RBL cycling
jerseys. En route they cycled by the Menin Gate, Tyne Cot Cemetery, the Christmas
Truce Memorial and Ploegsteert (“Plugstreet”) They are pictured here by the 49 Division Memorial at Essex Farm Cemetery, where they paid their respects to the Essex
lads that fell during the First World War

James Lloyd and John
Archer at the Essex Farm
Cemetery

After visiting Essex Farm Cemetery and the other CWGC Cemeteries around Ypres
with his friend John Archer, James Lloyd summed up their cycling pilgrimage with the
following words, “It was humbling to visit the war graves in Flanders and it brought
home the sacrifices these people made. I don’t know how many Essex Regiment
men are buried at Essex Farm, all I can say is it’s too many!”
Roger Burgess
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CONTACT
NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency (15p
per call) or 999 for Emergency
Hospitals
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge
01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929
Doctors
Newport 01799 540696
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111
Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..… 01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road………….01799 521265
Parish Church
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Mica Brown 01799 540395
Pentecostal Church
Paul Baker 01440 710416
Debden Shop
Closed for the present
Footpaths
Nicola McCahill
01799 541411
Village Hall Hire
Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
(Note new email address)
Schools
Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

February 2019

Transport
Train times …………….03457484950
Ticket booking………… 0800 66566
Stansted Airport……… 08443351803
Noise Complaints………0800 243788
Village link buses 5 & 3..08457000333
Debden Clubs
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) “ 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) “ 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980
County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk
District Councillor
Tina Knight ……………..01799 540881
MP for Uttlesford
Kemi Badenoch..0207 2195214
Parish Council Members
Elisabeth Blackie ………. 01799 540528
(Parish Pump, Public Transport, Airport )
Roger Forster …………..01799 541409
(Chairman. Open Spaces, Children’s Play‐
ground, Allotments)
Stewart Luck …………. 01799 540866
Amie Roper ……………… 01799 541634
(website update, publicity)
Alicia Tetlow ……………. 01799 541897
(Carver Barracks)
Andrew Tetlow …………01799 541502
(Finance, Planning and Village Hall)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
(Vice Chairman. Pavilion, Public rights of
way)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk
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EVENTS 2019
February
6th Parish Council Village Hall 8pm (p35)
17th Easton Lodge Gardens open 11.30-4
24th Easton Lodge Gardens open 11.30-4
25th Church Mice Church New Room 10am (p27)
March
6th Ash Wednesday service 8pm Debden Church (p27)
6th Parish Council Village Hall 8pm (p35)
8th March Potato Challenge 7.30pm The Plough (p14)
11th Gentlemen’s Brunch 11.30am The Plough (p6)
April
3rd Parish Council Village Hall 8pm (p35)
10th April Parish Assembly Village Hall 8pm (p34)
May
2nd Parish and District Council elections (p9)
5th Plant and Book stalls and tea Debden Church 2pm to 4pm
July
20th Potato Challenge Judging

NEW PUMP EDITORS NEEDED
Jan and I have completed our term as editors. If you want your
magazine to continue, please get in touch (or persuade a
friend to get in touch!)

Tony Vernon 01371 830801
The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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Above:Don’t miss your chance to enter the 7th Annual Debden potato challenge (P14)
Below: The Christingle service at Debden Church raised funds for the Childrens’ Society
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Below: Nina Manser (Centre) and Gillian Tetlow (Left) - see page 8
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Above: Christmas events at Debden school - see pages 12 & 13
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