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T

he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing
together the Church and Village magazines into
a single publication to reflect the life and news of
Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish
Council and the Parochial Church Council and is
distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each published edition can also be viewed online
at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters.
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on
articles coming from people in the village. The closing
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th of
each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors ALSOare not
those of the editors.
Contacts

Editors

Jan Crawley
Tony Vernon

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Helen Tate

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising rates per issue

Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. An electronic
copy of the advertisement should be sent to the Editors by email. Cheques
should be made payable to “ Debden Parish Pump”.
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

Quarter page £10.00

Thanks to Ursula Lyons for the cover photograph and the photograph inside the
back cover.
Please let the Editors have your photographs of Debden life!

2

Debden Parish Pump

May 2019

|From the Editor

Perhaps the most important event this month is the Parish and District
Council elections. For a list of candidates, see page 6. A note on voting is given on page 42.
To celebrate the start of May, the History Recorders have supplied
some interesting photographs of May Day parades in Debden in the
fifties. Have a look to see if you can identify any participants. If any
residents have memories of these events, please get in touch (p34
and 35)
Debden Academy are thinking about launching a pre-school. Have a
look at the letter from the Chair of Governors and get in touch with the
school soon as possible. It would be good for the village to have a
pre-school again (p7)
Don’t forget our competition (p9). Please email if you know the answer. The answer to last month’s competition is also given. Were you
right?
As many readers will by now be aware, your Editors have been criticised by the Parish Council for running an advertisement for some
Parish Council candidates in the April issue of Parish Pump. Reluctantly in order to defend our reputations, your editors have set out an
account of the issue on pages12-13.. It has been an unpleasant experience for both of us. We are volunteers and try very hard to work
within the law! We accept the Parish Council acted in good faith, but
we don’t think we were very fairly treated.
Tony
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5
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5
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8
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14
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25
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30
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40
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BEN HAYNES TO VISIT MUSOMA FOR GO MAD
This summer I am going to Musoma in Tanzania with the charity GO
MAD to aid the local community. During the three week visit my
team and I will be completing various projects which include building water tanks for families, building a goat shed for a family and we
hope to buy beds for the local albino school. These projects will cost
around £3500 in total and as a group we are doing various fundraising activities as well as individual efforts to raise as much money as
possible, so we can help the community as much as we can. The
fundraising that we will do includes a 100-mile bike ride (in one
day!), cake sales, car washes and we will be shaving our heads for
the summer!
If you would like to donate please use this link. https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Tanzania2019
Thank you very much. - Ben Haynes Year 11
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LUNCH CLUB SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED on 9th April
Organised by Nina Manser with the support of Debden Church and a wonderful band of helpers, 17 attendees enjoyed a simple two course lunch for
the modest charge of £5. The next lunch club will take place on Tuesday
11th June from 12 noon. Please ring Nina on 01799 541863 to book a place
and notify her of any dietary requirements.

PARTY RAISES £300 for Cancer Research
There was a full house at
The Plough for Tina Magness's birthday celebration on Friday 12 April.
Tina (centre) is pictured
with friends Margaret and
Helen. Local band
Wishbone provided the
music and Chris and Lizz
laid on a great barbecue
and other treats. In lieu of
presents, Tina raised
nearly £300 for Cancer
Research
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DEMOCRACY ALIVE IN DEBDEN
The District Council and County Council Elections on 2nd May have
provoked a lively contest with five candidates competing for one District Council seat and fourteen for the seven Parish Council seats.
Debden is the only village in Uttlesford where there is competition for
Parish Council seats.

With a total of nineteen candidates, the Pump editors decided it would
be impossible to include even the briefest of biographies for each
candidate. We have therefore confined ourselves to listing the names
of the 19 contestants. This will give you a chance to do some homework on each candidate before casting your votes - one for the district
council seat and up to seven for the parish council seats.
District Council Candidates
Donovan, Peter Richard (Labour Party)
Gildea, Edward Vernon (Green Party)
Hare, Alison Sarah (Liberal Democrat)
Knight, Tina Patricia (Conservative Party)
Luck, Stewart Charles (Residents for Uttlesford)
Parish Council Candidates
Blackie, Elisabeth
Bunting, Clive Prior (Independent)
Collins, Jane Caroline
Diggins, Charlotte Liza (Independent)
Forster, Roger Naden
Gardner, April Jane (Independent)
Lefever, John Newman
Lindsell, Brian Ra
Luck, Stewart Charles (Residents for Uttlesford)
Marschall, Christian
O’Brien, Jeanette Sylvia
Pearson, Janet Anne
Walsh, Stuart
Watson, Stephanie
Please use the opportunity of these elections to get out and vote for
the candidates who you think will help to make Debden an even better place to live! See also page 42.
Tony Vernon
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POSSIBLE PRE-SCHOOL LAUNCH BY DEBDEN ACADEMY
We are pleased to include a letter from the Chair of the Governors of
Debden Primary Academy asking for parents to get in touch if they
are interested in seeing a pre-school launched. Please photocopy this
page and return to the school by 3rd May, if you are interested.

Dear Parents,
You will be aware that, sadly, the Debden Pre- School playgroup had
to close last summer. As governors of the school we would like to explore the possibility of providing some sort of pre-school facility on
site. We have the building and equipment.
The purpose of this letter is to ask you to respond with your
thoughts on this. Please can you do so to Mrs Lin Stephenson
(Chair of Governors) c/o the school by Friday 3rd May.
Please copy and then delete as appropriate and tick those that
apply.
I/We would like there to be some preschool provision at the school.
I/We would like 5 days a week
I /We would like part / full week cover- state which
I We/ would like all day/half day provision
I/We would like another format-please add details.
If you have any other thoughts or suggestions on this issue please do
let us/me know.
Kind regards,
Mrs Lin Stephenson (Chair of Governors)
Debden Primary Academy
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Debden Local History Recorders Group
<>

Debden: The last 100 years
Presentation by Elisabeth Blackie
on how the Village has changed
since the early 20th Century
<>
Wednesday 22nd May 2019
8.00 pm
Debden Village Hall
<>
Preceded by the AGM at 7.15pm
<>
ADMISSION FREE
<>
ALL WELCOME

For details contact:
Elisabeth Blackie Tel 01799 540528
Ursula Lyons Tel 01799 543164
or email: debdenhistory@btinternet.com
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to
chef’s daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month

Opening hours:
Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10

Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com
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EDITORS CRITICISED BY PARISH COUNCIL FOR
PUBLISHING ADVERTISEMENT
Proposed Advertisement Queried
At a Parish Pump Committee meeting in February the Parish Council (PC) representative advised the editors to be cautious about what they printed in the Pump in the
period running up to the Council Elections. Your editors took due note of this.
In early March a group of candidates for the PC placed an advertisement with the
Pump. The Editor for the month understood that the candidates had studied the election regulations and were satisfied the advertisement complied. Your editors are now
aware that the advertisement should have carried the name and address of the individual placing the advertisement.
On the morning of March 25th, whilst the April Pump was awaiting printing, the PC
representative on the Pump Committee telephoned me to say she believed the advertisement for two events in Debden should not be published. She asked for the
advertisement to be removed or a slip enclosed from the PC, if the advertisement
could not be removed. Shortly thereafter our District Councillor telephoned to say she
had received an email, which indicated the Pump might be breaching election guidelines. She kindly forwarded the email to me. I told the printer to hold printing, so that I
could ask Uttlesford’s legal department for advice.
I sent the legal department a copy of the Pump Constitution, told them that the Pump
received about 7% of its costs from the PC and asked for their advice. Within two
hours I had a reply which stated the Parish Pump, as an independent magazine, was
not subject to the ‘purdah’ rules – these are the rules which include provisions concerning council published publications in the pre-election period.
The email from Uttlesford also advised me that the offer of wine and cheese at one of
the events might constitute treating. I therefore telephoned two of the candidates and
advised them of Uttlesford’s concerns. They said they were satisfied the advertisement complied with regulations and would like to run it as it stood. I then asked the
printer to resume printing. Your editors did not consider a disclaimer insert from the
PC was needed, as we had been told by Uttlesford that the Pump was an independent magazine and exempt from ‘purdah’ rules.
Parish Council Issues Letter to Editors
The PC met on 3rd April. The Parish Clerk read a long statement which she had prepared to support the PC’s case that the Pump was subject to the ‘purdah’ rules. The
Parish Council decided in the light of this paper and a discussion that a letter of admonishment should be sent to the Editors.
The letter Jan and I received is reproduced on the next page. The letter was written
by the Parish Clerk on the instructions of the Council.
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Dear Jan and Tony
April Edition of Parish Pump
Advertisement ‘Come and meet some parish council candidates looking for change’
At the Parish Council meeting on 3rd April I was asked to write to you concerning the
above. The Council were very disappointed with the action you chose to take after our
representative contacted you with instructions to either remove the above article from
the magazine if it had not been printed or, alternatively, include an insert.
As pointed out the Parish Council has to adhere to strict regulations during the preelection period (Purdah).
The Parish Clerk enclosed a copy of the statement she had read out to be included in
the May Pump. We have since been asked not to publish this statement.
What Jan and I find astonishing is that:

We were not invited to the meeting to state our case and defend ourselves.
The failure to give the accused the chance to state their case is contrary to
natural justice.

The PC councillors, some of who had no knowledge of the issue, were not,
we understand, told that the Pump Editors had received advice from Uttlesford’s legal department which stated the Pump was not subject to ‘purdah’
rules.

The letter refers to the PC giving instructions to the Pump. We can find
nothing in the Pump constitution which entitles the PC to give instructions
to the Editors. They can warn and advise, as the PC representative quite
properly did at the February Pump Committee meeting
We understand the Parish Council had received advice from Uttlesford’s legal department, which appeared contrary to the advice the Editors had received. We would have
thought the right course of action would have been to go back to Uttlesford to ask for
an explanation of the apparent divergence of view.
In the light of the criticism of your Editors at the meeting, we asked the legal department of Uttlesford to confirm again that the Pump was exempt from the ‘purdah’ rules.
This was the reply we received:
‘Debden Parish Pump is not subject to the ‘purdah’ rules. If it was published by
the Parish Council, it would be. However, the Parish Pump is not published by
the Parish Council’
Jan and I are volunteers. We have found this whole experience most unpleasant. However we both think it important to defend the Parish Pump’s editorial freedom and independence. We hope our readers agree.
Tony Vernon
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PARISH PUMP CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2019
Photos and Articles Needed
Being English I can’t resist starting my report without mentioning the
weather! We seem to have got off lightly with this winter gone after the hideous one that went on right up to mid-April last year. Please do let us have
any pictures you may have taken of spring springing into your gardens for us
all to enjoy. On that note, please everyone, do keep sending in any articles
you feel may be of interest to others. We love reading about what people
have been up to!
Thanks to Contributors
I would like to thank all our advertisers and the regular contributors who take
the time and trouble to send us their interesting and informative articles (and
it’s good we also now have news about the Brownies). The Parish Pump
would be a very quick read without them so many thanks to all who contribute – and I’m looking forward to updates from the Village Shop once again!
As always, we are so very grateful to our excellent printers, Copycats, and
our wonderful team of helpers who make sure your copy of the Parish Pump
is delivered to you 11 months of the year.
Need for Editors
As you may have read in the Pump we are looking for two new editors to
replace Jan & Tony whose time as editors is nearly up. Would you consider
becoming a Parish Pump editor? Yes, it takes a bit of time (but not too
much); yes, you do need basic computer skills; yes, you will have help and
guidance for as long as you need it; and yes, you will find the role incredibly
satisfying! Please do let us know if this is something that you may be interested in. And if you would like to have a chat about the role, Jan & Tony
would be happy to oblige I’m sure. Your village magazine needs YOU!
Thanks to Officers and Editors
Finally, my sincere gratitude to Jane Langham (Secretary), Helen Tate
(Treasurer), Colin Harris (Distribution), Andrew Burchall (Auditor) and of
course our excellent editors, Jan Crawley and Tony Vernon.
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy year and here’s hoping we have as
glorious a summer as we did last year!
Jane Pearce
Note from Editors:
Thanks Jane for your support
Jan and Tony
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte F IDM, FGPT
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed
south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs
A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

A Wilson Accounting is a reliable,
approachable accounting practice
which covers all of your Accounting,
Bookkeeping, Payroll and Personal
Tax needs.
Self-assessment tax returns from
only £120 plus VAT

for expert help today.

Tel: 01799 732188
Email:

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

www.wilsonaccountingservices.com
Facebook: A Wilson Accounting
Twitter: @Wilsonaccounts

abby@wilsonaccountingservices.com
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THE CAT THAT WALKED BY HIMSELF
Coping with Cats in the Garden
One of my favourite Just So stories was The Cat That Walked by Himself’.
As a child I loved the fact that although Woman outwitted several of the animals, Cat outsmarted her. Maybe I identified with the rebellious streak or the
fact that Cat couldn’t be tamed.
The longer quote in the story is ‘I am the cat that walks by himself and all
places are alike to me’ and I was reminded of this the other day, standing
opposite a rather irate lady in the consulting room who had just uttered the
classic line ‘well, what are you going to do about it?’ The ‘it’ in question was
her lovingly tended vegetable patch and it seemed that several of the
neighborhood cats thought it an ideal place to use as their toilet.
Cats are generally clean animals but don’t distinguish between their owners’
or neighbours’ property. They will just ’go’ where conditions seem most ideal
and to a cat, digging over the vegetable patch or flowerbeds is the equivalent of saying ‘I’ve just finished cleaning the bathroom, you can use it now’.
Well, what can you do about it? Frustratingly little in my experience. All the
advertised solutions are of varying degrees of ineffectiveness. Whether its
fake animals with glowing eyes or spraying ammonia, mothballs or lion poo
around your garden, cats just seem to stroll past them with haughty disdain
(and haven’t they just perfected this look?).
The best solutions seem to be physical barriers. Cover your vegetable beds
with netting, so the cat can’t actually get to the soil, grow lots of ground
cover plants in your flower borders with some occasional prickly shrubs like
Berberis or get a dog!
Of course, one of the most obvious things, which seems to be overlooked by
a lot of people, is don’t encourage cats into your garden in the first place. If
you think it’s sweet to feed your neighbours’ cat, don’t be surprised if the cat
starts spending more time in your house or garden, you’ve basically told it
‘pull up a chair, I’ll put the kettle on. The toilet? Yes it’s that third flowerbed
on the left’.
Happy gardening!
Ilse Pedler
Mercer & Hughes
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FIRST PLANS FOR NEW VILLAGE HALL (See next page)
The initial design for Debden’s New Village Hall has been prepared by architects Plater Claiborne working to a brief drawn up by Debden Village Hall
Trust and the New Village Hall Group following extensive consultation with
both residents and user groups. The floor plan (Overleaf) shows the main
hall and separate meeting room, both served by the kitchen. Particular attention has been given to provision of generous storage space.
The new hall will be built on the site of the existing pavilion, planned to be
replaced elsewhere on the recreation ground. Large windows on the northern elevation of the new hall will take full advantage of its position overlooking the recreation ground.
The design will require further detail including the cladding for outer walls
and the roof. These initial plans will be on show at the Parish Assembly in
the village hall on Wednesday May 15 at 8pm when more information will be
available.
Mike Fairchild

FIRST GENTLEMEN’S BRUNCH A SUCCESS
Some fifteen men from the village attended the first Gentlemen’s brunch at
the Plough on Saturday 16th March at 11am. An excellent full English
breakfast was served by the Plough and accompanied by a pint of beer or a
glass of fizz. The guests were encouraged by organiser Richard Cawte to
sit with someone they did not now. Conversation flowed and Mike Fairchild
regaled the company with some well-chosen jokes. Richard is hoping to
organise a follow-up get-together in June
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN FOR NEW VILLAGE HALL
Plans and elevations will be available to view at the Village Assembly
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NEWS IN BRIEF
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORT FOR SPORTS PROJECT
The Officers, Soldiers and Families across Carver Barracks would like to
specially thank Cllr Tina Knight who has continued to support across the
entire military community at Wimbish. Her diligence and commitment especially in support of the Community Sports Facility has been outstanding and
the project will be a great asset for all in the community going forward. This
relationship is extremely important to all within the barracks and we hope to
look forward to the continued support over the coming years.
Lt Col Cormack
PARISH COUNCIL NOTES FOR PUMP WITHHELD
The Parish Clerk has asked your editors to insert the following statement:
The Parish Council will not be including any notes this month because the
May edition of the Parish Pump will be delivered during the pre-election period. If something was published which influenced the outcome of the forthcoming elections this would cause a problem.
The Annual Assembly was originally planned to take place during the preelection period but it was decided to postpone the meeting in case something was said at that meeting which influenced the election.
PUMP INDEPENDENCE DISCUSSED AT PUMP COMMITTEE
The Parish Pump Committee met on April 15th. The Committee offered support to the Editors in the dispute with the Parish Council regarding the
Pump’s right to publish certain information in the pre-election period.
The Committee resolved to ask for a discussion with the new PC and the
PCC regarding the Pump’s constitution. The Committee examined the
Pump’s finances and agreed that the Pump could operate without a contribution from the Parish Council. If foregoing the Parish Council contribution
was the only way to remove any doubt whatsoever regarding the Pump’s
freedom to publish in the pre-election period, the Pump Committee would
have to forego the contribution from the Parish Council.
Tony Vernon
SHOP UPDATE
The shop “welcome” day was well attended on Saturday 30th March with
some favourable comments from both the local community and passers by
that dropped in. We are all working hard in the background and look forward
to announcing an opening date soon and will strive to keep all updated on
this progress.
Karen Alexander
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
I am pleased to live in a multicultural democracy. There may be challenges
and differences that have to be faced, but a society that strives to be accommodating, inclusive and fair is surely something we should all be working
towards. But to quote Hamlet in Shakespeare, ‘therein lies the rub.’ We all
have different ideas of what it means to be accommodating, inclusive and
fair and so a harmonised society must negotiate good agreement about our
differences, not least with those elected as our local and national leaders. In
a country that declares free speech, we may well choose to express our
opinion, but that does not give the right to impose it. Living with disagreement is a challenge for society, but for the church also and we would do well
to take the Archbishop’s of Canterbury, Justin Welby’s advice – to disagree
well.
May will see the Local Elections take place for our Parish and District Councillors. Whatever the outcome, we should first concede that to stand for
Public Office is hard, relentless work, juggling ever dwindling resources and
greater public expectations. It is often thankless too, inevitably never being
able to please everyone. As much as we may rally round to champion a particular cause, speak against a specific course of action or just sit on the
fence in bewilderment at the options before us, let us first and foremost respect people’s heartfelt beliefs, best endeavours and good intentions. By all
means, work hard and passionately to gain a consensus with others, but be
gracious, considerate and appreciative towards others working for the same
ends too.
At the time of writing this letter, Brexit is still very much dominating news with
a further extension period for a withdrawal agreement to gain Parliament
assent. Whatever is agreed there will still be much work and healing to do to
restore faith and trust in national politics. However, as Christians there is
always hope for a better future. That is the message of the Easter Story we
have just celebrated. It is the resurrected Jesus himself who said to the disciples who still doubted, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me…. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18 and 20. As Christians, we trust and pray for that day when all
things will come under the reign and rule of a loving God and powerful saviour. Until that time, we pray that all wisdom and love will be with our elected
local and national leaders – whether we agree with their ideas or not!
Best wishes,
Rev’d John Saxon
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Church Mice celebrate Easter with Ducklings
The Church Mice met with the Ducklings
Reception Class of Debden Academy to
celebrate Easter. Activities included decorating pictures of butterflies, planting a
spring bulb and making an Easter Garden
from biscuits. The children watched the
animated story of Dave the Donkey who
carried Jesus into Jerusalem and this was
followed by a retelling of the story of
Easter along with songs.
The next meeting is on Monday 20th May
at 10am.

The speaker at this service will be the Rev Janet Nichols, Agricultural
Chaplain and Rural Adviser for the Diocese of Chelmsford.
All are welcome
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends
We are quite rightly cautious when told something that seems
too good to be true. Mostly we are very cautious by nature.
Jesus’ disciple Thomas, “doubting Thomas” as we know him,
was just such a person. Following Jesus’ resurrection and appearance to his other disciples when Thomas was elsewhere,
he refused to accept that they had seen Jesus very much
alive. He said “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails,
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my
hand into his side, I will never believe.”
Thomas had to wait eight days before Jesus once again appeared to them and said directly to him “Put your finger here,
and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” The astounded Thomas
replied “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus then puts the challenge to all of us when he then said
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
We are confident that Jesus was raised from death as are
many who have looked at the considerable evidence in the
New Testament. For example we read that after Jesus’ resurrection he was not only seen by his disciples but also by 500
other witnesses. If we struggle to believe though we can, like
Thomas, ask the Lord to help us believe and he will indeed
help. Jesus’ resurrection is so good and also so true!
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden

Weekly Programme
Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be a Sunday Evening service on
the 14t19th May at 6.30pm

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at
10.15 to 11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church.

Coffee Morning
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning
for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit and a
friendly chat with others from the village?

Sunday 19th May
We are delighted to have Sue Johnson giving us a talk on the
evening of the 19th May. Sue is very well known to us and is
the minister of the Baptist Church in Great Sampford.

Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ADVERTISE
IN
PARISH PUMP?
This space is available
It would cost you £12 per month
10% Discount for full year of 11 issues
Contact Editors@theparishpump.org for details
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MAY DAY PROCESSIONS OVER THE YEARS
Do you recognise anyone? Please tell the Editors
1952

1953
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1955

1957
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken









Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase
Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!
Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514
mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk

IA N

ABRAMS

CHARTERED ARCHITECT
for a complete
architectural service
18 The Maltings
Station Road
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN

A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles,
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel :01799 543533
Fax:01799 543653
01799 542505
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ian@abrams.uk.com

07855 478824

www.ian-abramsarchitects.co.uk

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding
www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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Benten & Co
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,
New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications
For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery
Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting
Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website
www.mercertrees.co.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION NEWS
Col Roger
Burgess
It is with deep sadness
and regret we said
‘Stand down’ to Col
Roger Burgess. It was a
very fitting and appropriate funeral that was held
on Tuesday 2nd April at
Thaxted Church.
Presentation at
Debden Academy
On a more uplifting note
Richard Cawte and I
presented certificates
and gift vouchers to winners and runners up for
the November Remembrance poem competitions at Debden C of E
Primary Academy.

Clay Pigeon Shoot at Carver Barracks
We are looking to arrange a clay pigeon shoot in June at Carver barracks
details to follow, all will be welcome. We are looking to raise money and
awareness for our Welfare and branch funds whilst socialising with all
members of the local community to help us to keep the promise the
Royal British Legion made to the armed forces ‘We will remember them’
Michael Clarke

SHOP UPDATE
The shop “welcome” day was well attended on Saturday 30th March with
some favourable comments from both the local community and passers by
that dropped in. We are all working hard in the background and look forward
to announcing an opening date soon and will strive to keep all updated on
this progress.
Karen Alexander
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CONTACT
NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency (15p
per call) or 999 for Emergency
Hospitals
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge
01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929
Doctors
Newport 01799 540696
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111
Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..… 01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road………….01799 521265
Parish Church
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Mica Brown 01799 540395
Pentecostal Church
Paul Baker 01440 710416
Debden Shop
Closed for the present (PO is open)
Footpaths
Nicola McCahill
01799 541411
Village Hall Hire
Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
(Note new email address)
Schools
Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030
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Transport
Train times …………….03457484950
Ticket booking………… 0800 66566
Stansted Airport……… 08443351803
Noise Complaints………0800 243788
Village link buses 6 & 13..01440704583
Debden Clubs
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) “ 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) “ 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980
County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk
District Councillor
Tina Knight ……………..01799 540881
MP for Uttlesford
Kemi Badenoch..0207 2195214
Parish Council Members
Elisabeth Blackie ………. 01799 540528
(Parish Pump, Public Transport, Airport )
Roger Forster …………..01799 541409
(Chairman. Open Spaces, Children’s Play‐
ground, Allotments)
Stewart Luck …………. 01799 540866
Alicia Tetlow ……………. 01799 541897
(Carver Barracks)
Andrew Tetlow …………01799 541502
(Finance, Planning and Village Hall)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
(Vice Chairman. Pavilion, Public rights of
way)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk
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EVENTS 2019
May
2nd Parish and District Council elections
5th Plant and Book stalls and tea Debden Church 2pm to 4pm
20th Church Mice - New Room Debden Church 10am
22nd Talk ‘ Debden - Last 100 years’ Village Hall 8pm
26th Rogation Team Service 4pm Littlebury Church
June
6th Debden Academy Quiz Night (p24)
11th Lunch Club at Village Hall to book a place phone
01799 541863
VOTING AT PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Must I vote for seven candidates?
As most of you will know, there are seven seats on the Debden Parish
Council. This means every voter can vote for up to seven candidates.
However you don’t have to vote for seven candidates. You votes will still
count if you vote for only three or four candidates, for example. What you
must not do is vote for more than seven candidates. Then your votes will
be invalid and none of them will be counted

DEBDEN RESIDENTS FACEBOOK GROUP
Are you a member of the Debden Facebook Group? There are 94 members at present. If it is to be a really useful way to communicate news of
Debden events and activities, membership needs to be increased. Please
consider joining, if you are on Facebook.

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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Church Mice enjoying their Easter activities at Debden Church
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PLANT SALE

BOOK STALL

LIVE MUSIC (Wind Band)
CHILDREN’S Art & Craft ACTIVITIES
At: DEBDEN CHURCH
On: SUNDAY 5th MAY 2 - 4pm
In aid of the Church.
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AFTERNOON TEAS

