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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing
together the Church and Village magazines into
a single publication to reflect the life and news
of Debden. It is financially supported jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council and is
distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each published edition can also be viewed
online at www.debden.org .

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters.
Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on
articles coming from people in the village. The closing
date for submitting content for publication is the 12th of
each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material
received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of
the editors.
Contacts
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From the Editor
For my first edition of the Parish Pump, I have thankfully been supplied with lots of contributions, which show just how busy the village
is going to be in the coming months, which is very good news.
There seems to be something for everyone, from one off family
events and fund raisers, to regular events such as the tennis tournament, the lunch club, photographic competition, coffee mornings
and church mice. Celebrations of all things harvest are planned,
supported by some stunning photographs of the countryside by
Mike Fairchild. We obviously have a very active and committed
community, of whom we should be justly proud.
I have introduced a new column this month called “Did you know?”
on page 6. We would love to know about anything that you know of
that is useful, helpful, or just makes your life easier, and which you
could share? Or any thing new or improved, such as the new tennis
club website? Some things may be obvious, but just not widely
known. Let’s see what we can come up with!?
Enjoy whatever you are doing or being involved in this month.

Marion
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It is hard to believe that it is time to remind readers about the annual tennis tournament which marks the end of the summer season.
Of course, it is possible to play tennis in Debden all year round, weather permitting, but the tournament, to be held this year on Saturday 28th September, always feels like the end of summer.
The tournament is run on a doubles only format and we try to make all the pairs
mixed, to make the matches fair, so we need a good number of both ladies and
gentlemen to register to play.
If you are a tennis player who enjoys a good, competitive, match please register
to play ,even if you have no regular partner to play with.
The tournament will run throughout the afternoon and whilst players might be
warming up or cooling down, stretching tired limbs or wondering how they missed
that shot, everyone will have the chance to watch the matches and
chat with friends, while enjoying barbecued food, drinks, sweets, cups of tea,
slices of cake etc.
Non-playing spectators are most welcome too and, given that the courts adjoin
the playground, you can bring the children and not worry about them getting
bored. Hopefully you will be inspired by this short note, and by the poster, and
register to play this year.
I almost forgot to mention that after the tournament there will be a celebratory
dinner for players and guests, and presentation of prizes at The Plough - so
even if you don’t win, you still have a lovely meal to look forward to………..
Stephanie Watson
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DID YOU KNOW????
Discount card for drop off/pick up zone at Stansted Airport
Pump readers may be interested to know that residents of Debden and Debden
Green can apply for a discount card for the drop off/pick up zone at Stansted Airport.
With the charge having soared to an outrageous £4 for 10 minutes (stay any longer
and you'll need to take out a mortgage) it will save you quite a bit, as the charge
with the card drops to £1. To request a discount card application form simply e-mail
your name and address to: DD_carparking@stanstedairport.com
Don't forget to make use of the Debden residents group on Facebook. It has lots of
useful posts (such as the above), excellent bits of information and, until the shop
reopens, the first place to go if you've lost or found anything!
Jane Pearce

Evening and Saturday morning GP appointments available at
Radwinter Road Hospital
A locum GP is available at Radwinter Road hospital on Monday and Wednesday
evenings, and all day Saturday , to see patients from surgeries in Saffron Walden.
Please enquire of your surgery to book an appointment. This is a very helpful service for those who commute or who otherwise would have difficulty getting to an
appointment on week days.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS NOT A WALK IN FACILITY.
Marion Bamfield

New Tennis Courts Booking System
Following many years of booking the courts
via someone’s front garden and paying via the
honesty box, we have changed the booking
system to make it easier.
The new booking system is through the website www.debdentennis.co.uk. Once you have
placed your booking a confirmation email is
sent with details on how to enter the courts.

Please do visit the site as there will be other information about the courts,
and up and coming events.
Debden Tennis Courts Committee
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Cancellation of Debden Cycle
Unfortunately, the event that I organise for all cyclist to participate in, which has
raised a fair few thousand pounds for The Royal Engineer's charity since 2013,
has had to be cancelled. In consecutive Parish Pumps I had asked for volunteers to marshal the event, as it couldn't happen without them. Unfortunately the
response fell short of what was required.
It is such a shame that it didn't happen this year. Both marshals and riders taking part in the past have had a great day, and were able to raise a substantial
amount of money.

However, in the meantime, a report of a 350 mile charity bike
ride by Brian and Oliver Lindsell from Debden to Cornwall
Oliver Lindsell, your 15yr old village paper boy, showed that he was actually made
of steel by completing a near 350 mile cycle trip from Debden to Cornwall with his
Dad.
Six days of cycling and camping (and carrying the camping gear!) to The Chiltern
hills, through Avebury, along the Kennet & Avon canal, through Glastonbury,
across The Somerset levels and then up and down, up and down across Devon
and Cornwall to Perranporth.
He coped with the torrential rain, the heat, four punctures, a broken saddle, a
burst tyre and the gradient. To try and make the gradients covered, particularly on
the last two days I'll try and relate it to something we have here.
Cycle from Debden’s Fox crossroads, through the village to Debden Green crossroads, turn around and go back again. If you repeated this 12 times and then cycled to Debden Green crossroads once more to finish off you would have covered
sixty miles and would only have achieved 2500ft in elevation gain.

Oliver had already spent four days in the saddle, carrying kit, and then finished
with two days of sixty miles and 4000ft of elevation gain. A top effort !
There is a Just Giving page if you would like to donate to The Royal Engineer's
fund, search JustGiving for "Debdencycle".
The JustGiving page will stay open for a few more weeks just in case anyone
would like to chip in. Oliver has already mentioned that he would like to do a
longer ride next year. We'll keep you posted but I think he's forgetting that I'm
almost fifty!
Brian Lindsell
(As Brian accompanied Oliver he obviously also covered the same journey, with
its trials and tribulations. It’ is a magnificent achievement from them both for their
charity and they should be justly proud of themselves. Well done! Ed)
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COMPETITION TIME
Do you recognise this building?
Send your entry to:
editors@theparishpump.org
for a chance to win a £50 voucher.

This is the photo from which the fragment for the July competition was taken.
Stella Francis, June Thomson and Gillian Tetlow correctly identified the Sports
Pavilion. Their names will be entered into the end of the year draw to win a £50
voucher, courtesy of the Debden History Recorders Group.
Gillian wrote ‘ The photo shows the front right side of the Sports Pavilion on the
Recreation Ground. We remember it being built by local builders George Clark
and his son Chris in the 1960's. Made to last but sadly now to be pulled down’
Elisabeth Blackie
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A Tribute to Brenda Vidler 1932—2019
Pat Hemmings and Cousha Wilson were
long time friends of Brenda and recall a
little of her full and extraordinary life.
Pat recalls : I first met Brenda on her
return from Kenya at the time of independence, where she had been doing
veterinary research for about 12 years.
She came to work at Chesterford Park
and we became friends. It will be no
surprise that she bought a dog back with
her, called Tom, which in those days
had to go into quarantine for six months.
She became a first aider and volunteered with the St John Ambulance for
some years.
Little did I know that, after inviting her to
join me on a trip to Canada, that we
would then go on to travel to all parts of
the world, with repeated trips to different
parts of Africa, usually with the intention of seeing an animal of interest as the
centre of the trip, from pandas to orangutans.
Over the years she had various dogs, including two bearded collies, who she
trained as Pets as Therapy (PAT) dogs which she would take to different care
homes in Saffron Walden. Eventually, having decided that she could not take
on another puppy, she “borrowed” other people’s dogs to walk.
It was a common sight to see Brenda walking the local footpaths, always with
a dog, and she never passed one without stopping to make a fuss of it.
Cousha recalls: Brenda and I became friends after she offered to walk my
dogs. She had her own lovely collie called Fergie, and had no second
thoughts about taking the whole group out. There would be opportunities for
her other love, photography. When the linseed and rape were in full colour she
would photograph it, with Golden Retrievers and Fergie as the subjects.
This also would be the case when the first snow fell. Brenda and her camera
would appear on my doorstep and “dogs in snow” produced great photos!
Brenda will be sadly missed by friends, family and her dogs.
Thanks to all who attended the service of remembrance in Debden Church on
Tuesday 6th August, it was a fitting farewell to a very individual lady.

Debden Parish Pump

September 2019

Report from the August Parish Council meeting
from Stewart Luck: UDC Councillor
It has been holiday time, and I have been away, but work at the council offices
goes on.
The Governance Audit and Process Committee held their meeting and, after some
probing questions were answered, they felt that the accounts were satisfactory and
ready to be signed off.
The Local Plan inspectors have been hearing submissions and have now gone
away to review everything. I have forwarded a detailed summary of activity to the
Chairman of Debden PC who should be able to pick up on the important aspects
and act appropriately. The inspectors intend to produce their initial report very late
this year.
The Speedwatch groups of Debden & Wimbish and I are making representations
to Essex C.C. Highways. They have agreed to carry out traffic surveys during term
time in September and, based on the findings, we will make requests to update
the speed limits in the area. The Road from the barracks to Fox Cross roads is one
of these. Unfortunately, there is no joy for those seeking restrictions to be imposed
at the Debden Green cross roads. We will need the cooperation of Simon Walsh,
our ECC Councillor, to make any changes.
I am sorry that there will be no fete this year in Debden. I would hope that things
are put in place to confirm the date and arrangements for an event in 2020. Will a
Millennium +20 dance be included?
Wimbish are holding a Steam engine event this year on Saturday 5 th October. It
will be on their recreation ground. and It is shaping up to be like a fete with teas in
the village hall etc. All are welcome! A possible addition will be a Classic Car Run
from Debden, ending up at the event.
I have been asked to “call in” a planning application recently and I would remind
residents that if they have comments to make about planning applications, they
should register these, whether positive or negative, with the Parish Council and
UDC planning dept.
I have been pleased to see the way the Parish Council is finding its feet and introducing new ways of working. We still have a lot more tasks to deal with in the village and I hope more volunteers will come forward. The flower tubs look lovely
now and last month we did see several volunteers cutting footpaths and hedges,
thank you for that. This month the challenge is for volunteers to clean the bus shelters in Debden & Debden Green.
At the end of my presentation of this report to the Parish Council meeting we were
informed by the Clerk that, at a recent training session for Councillors, held in Debden, the ELAC trainer mentioned that the UDC Councillors reports should not form
part of the minutes of a Parish Council meeting. It has therefore been agreed that
the District Councillor’s report will be printed in the Pump in full going forward..
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Newsbytes from your Parish Council
The August Parish Council meeting was well attended with 19 residents present. It’s good to see more than a handful of people join the monthly meeting
with the public participation section being an important forum to hear your views
and comments relating to the village.
You will also notice a change to the notes from the Council meeting that we
publish in the Pump. The full minutes, as always, will be published on the village
website, however the Pump will carry a more digestible update, along with the
published planning items.
Footpath from the recreation ground to the allotments:
It has been heartening to receive offers of help to clear footpaths, but disappointing to learn that the amount of dog poo has (understandably) held people
back. Please clean up after your dog. Dog waste can be deposited in any bin
these days.
There is both a dog bin and a general bin at the start of the allotment path on
the rec so there really is no excuse.
Calling all pond experts:
Does anyone have particular pond expertise and fancy sharing their
knowledge? If so, please contact Cllr Bunting.
Hundred Parishes Society:
We received an informative presentation from the Hundred Parishes Society,
whose aim is to increase awareness, enjoyment and care of the geographic
area comprising the Hundred Parishes, encouraging people to learn about the
area's character and history. The talk highlighted that there are 66 buildings of
historic interest in Debden alone. The Parish Council resolved to join the society and support the commendable work they do. We will share interesting news
snippets and updates but if you are interested in individual household membership, please take a look at www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Planning Committee:
We are forming a Planning Committee to improve the Council’s response to
various planning issues, and to help initiate the development of our Neighbourhood plan. If you have a particular interest or expertise in this area, please contact Cllr Walsh to find out more.
New Village Hall:

The NVHG are finalising plans with the architects to submit to the local authority
for planning permission. This will be a huge step forward for the village. A part
of these plans will deal with the replacement of the Pavilion facility, the ground
on which the new hall is proposed to be built.
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Planning:
Applications:
UTT/19/0778/FUL The Coach House, Debden
Restoration of existing coach house and first floor flat and conversion of whole building to one two storey dwelling.
Parish Council Response - No comments

UTT/19/1626/FUL Land to the north west of Henham Road
Erection of 2 detached 5 bedroom dwellings and associated access improvements
Parish Council Response – An objection to the development
will be raised
The following applications have been approved, subject to conditions:

UTT19/1141/FUL Henham Farm Barn, Hamperden End
UTT/19/1194/LB Purton End House, Purton End
Planning appeals:
APP/C1570/W/19/3231500 Land to the West of Thaxted Road
Proposed development of 36 new dwellings ranging from 1 bed, 2
person, up to 5 bed, 7 person, houses with a mix of tenure, including
14 affordable housing units. With associated garages, landscaping
and new access.
Parish Council Response - Response to be sent to the Planning
Inspectorate reiterating the objection and comments made in
the Parish Council's letter dated 4th September 2018 to UDC
Planning Department.
The following appeals have been dismissed:
APP/C1570/W/18/3219258 Land at Mill Road Church Lane
APP/C1570/W/19/3223950 Henham Farm, Hamperden End
For full minutes from the Parish Council Meeting on August 7th,
please see www.debden.org
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Late spot of rain completes a bountiful harvest
Most of the harvesting on farms in and around Debden is now complete and local
farmers are reporting excellent yields - “best for years,” according to Celia Hare of
Freemans Farm. A surprising verdict perhaps, given the dry summer, but some
late rain came just in time, producing an ideal moisture content, which needs to be
15% or below.
Our local crops are mainly wheat, oats and barley, while Freemans Farm also produces beans for export to the Arab states. The lifting of sugar beet will commence
at the end of September. Wheat of milling quality will be used for bread and baked
goods, with the remainder going into animal feed. The pick of the barley will be
used in brewing and distilling. So, who knows, when you're eating a sandwich in a
couple of weeks, washed down with a beer or something stronger, the ingredients
might have come from a field near you.
But it doesn't always go smoothly for our farmers. At Freemans Farm, John Hare
experienced a catalogue of mechanical problems with the combine. A gremlin,
which Celia described as “a cotton reel sized little gizmo”, broke off resulting in
serious damage to the machinery, whilst something as simple as a dropped washer caused further delay – unwanted blips in an otherwise bountiful harvest season.
Mike Fairchild

TIME BANKING – ‘Favours for Neighbours’
Not so long ago we all knew our neighbours, and knew which of them would do us
a favour if we asked them – and our neighbours knew if we would be happy to do
them a favour in return. In some ways it’s not so easy to ask our neighbours for
help nowadays, particularly if we don’t know if we can ever pay them back - here is
the role for TIME BANK. Time Bank provides a central contact through which people find out whom and how to ask for help when they need it. People share their
skills and time - there is also a system for automatically thanking and rewarding
them – through the Time Credits that they earn. How it works:
1. People state any particular skills and experience they can offer, and also those
that they may need – or they simply state generally what they may like to offer/
request.
2. Everyone’s skills are valued equally: one hour always = one time credit.
3. Everyone can both give and receive help, to earn and to spend their time credits.
4. Time Bank Uttlesford keeps a record of all the time credits earned and spent.
5. Everyone is encouraged to spend their time credits to allow others the chance to
make a difference, and be needed.
In order for TIME BANK to offer more and varied skills, services and help it must
have as many members registered as possible – so come and join us!
Contact: Tessa Deriziotis atTime Bank Uttlesford
Email: volunteer@volunteeruttlesford.org.uk Tel: 01799 510 525
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/timebankuttlesford
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to discuss your requirements
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte F IDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to chef’s
daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month
Opening hours:
Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10
Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 11/2 miles from coast, enclosed
south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!

Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery, Rugs

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell
for expert help today.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Brighten
Thursdays

up

your

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.

It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson
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Walking in father’s footsteps at RAF Debden
The daughter of a US Air Force pilot stationed at RAF Debden during World
War 11 recently visited the former base to see the memorials to British and
American flyers and to walk on the runway where, 75 years earlier, her father
flew Mustangs. Ann Brownfield, who lives in Florida, found accounts on the
internet of the unveiling and dedication of the memorials to RAF Debden and
to the 4th Fighter Group of the US 8th Air Force, the famous “Eagles” squadron. Ann tracked down Stewart Luck and Mike Fairchild who organised the
event in September
2015. At the end of
July, she came to
Debden with husband Will, and two
English friends, to
meet Mike, Edward
Tetlow, whose farm
adjoined the former
airfield, and Jim Watson whose father
was a US airman at
the base. They
shared recollections
and Ann was presented with memorabilia, including copies of the Parish Pump
with reports of the event.
Ann’s Dad, 1st Lieutenant Richard Rinebolt
(pictured), flew many missions from RAF
Debden, strategically one of the most important bases in 11 Group Fighter Command – including during the battle of Arnhem. His Mustang crashed at the airfield
after one sortie, but he survived.
The memorial unveiling in 2015, performed
by RAF veteran William Clark, was preceded by a reception for representatives of the
RAF, the USAF at Lakenheath, Royal Engineers from Carver Barracks, and local
dignitaries. A large crowd from the village
watched a flypast of historic WW11 aircraft. Mike and Stewart organised the
event on behalf of Keith Braybrooke, author of “Wingspan”, a history of the base, who campaigned for the memorial
but died in 2014.
Mike Fairchild
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Anonymous donations boost village hall funds
Generous donations from two residents have boosted
funds for Debden’s new Memorial Hall. The donations, by residents, who said they wished to remain
anonymous, coincide with a renewed push by the
project’s fundraising team and news of the imminent
submission of an application for planning permission.
“We would like to say a big thank you to our two latest
donors whose generosity not only boosts our funds,
but also demonstrates the support that the new village hall project is receiving from within the village,” said Richard Cawte,
chairman of the Village Hall Trust (VHT). “We hope these donations will
encourage other benefactors to support the building of our new hall, and
we will soon be announcing details of fundraising schemes to enable every
household to help grow our fund even faster.”
Meanwhile, a final plan to be signed off by the VHT will shortly be submitted to Uttlesford District Council’s planning department. The New Village
Hall Group’s fundraising team, recently joined by new volunteers, has a
target list of more than 80 commercial and private grant organisations for
community projects. In the last four weeks it has submitted 15 applications.
Richard, a well-known traction engine enthusiast, told the Pump without a
hint of irony, “The new village hall project has now got a real head of
steam.”
Mike Fairchild, chairman, NVHG.

Village Hall Fundraising
smile.amazon.co.uk will donate a minimum 0.5% to the

Debden New Village Hall project every time you
shop online.

Search smileamazon, click on the link, register and
install the smile amazon assistant and it will donate to your elected
cause. You can add to your bookmarks to prompt you each time you shop
on Amazon.
It doesn’t cost you a penny extra. If you shop on Amazon, register today
and support Debden New Village Hall and help us fundraise!
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An invitation to Wimbish Steam It Day: Saturday 5th October 2019.
The event is hosted by Taylor Bros Steam Group, in conjunction with Wimbish Parish Council and East Anglian Traction Engine Society. It will be staged within Wimbish Village and will boast a selection of Steam Engines, road rollers, historical
displays, local stalls and refreshments.
The event will celebrate Taylors Brothers, rolling contractors and preservation pioneers, of Wimbish. This year sees 40 years since the death of Ben Taylor, the last
of the Taylor Bros, together with it being 96 years since the formation of the business. Their old yard at Howlett End continues to be used for the purpose of keeping steam alive on our roads, and as a tribute to the men and machines who laid
the foundations of roads throughout the modern world.
Although Taylor Bros were modest in size, they contributed to the prosperity of the
communities they worked within. Ben Taylor himself bequeathing substantial
amounts towards many village organisations. In the nearby village hall there will
be displays of artefacts, and work day photographs of Taylor Bros men and machines.
All are welcome to attend this free event - so why not come along between 10am
and 5PM, Head for the Wimbish Recreation Ground CB10 2XJ.
If you have any questions or wish to bring an engine or exhibit along please contact us at wimbishsteamitday@eates.org

Crime Prevention: Heating Oil
Before it gets to autumn, you may be thinking about topping up your heating oil
tank for winter. With the value of fuel it is worth considering its security. In the
more isolated parts of the countryside it is primarily domestic properties that have
been targeted by the heating oil thieves, but we have also seen such thefts at
farms and other businesses.

There are a number of security devices available that will help protect your fuel
supplies - details of which can be found via your fuel supplier or local plumber’s
merchant. One such system is Tank Commander from http://
www.scrabosecurity.com/ which has “Secured by Design” accreditation,. Others
can be found by searching the member companies at www.securedbydesign.com.
These products will detect a dramatic drop in fuel and call you on the telephone.
There are also other systems that will add on to an existing intruder alarm system,
whilst others protect the filler cap, and there are of course the conventional locks.
Another consideration would be defensive planting, gates or fencing around the
tank, concealing and restricting access to it,. Where possible, locate the tank under lighting in view of lived in rooms within the house.
If you would like further advice regarding security, please look at the Essex Police
website https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/ , and the crime prevention website
http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/ . Naturally, we also ask locals to report any
unusual activity to police in an emergency on 999, or after the event on 101, or to
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Stephen Armson-Smith, Braintree
& Uttlesford Crime Prevention Officer - 090819
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
The fields have been busy as usual in August with the crops being harvested by the
hard-working combine harvesters and tractors – and of course their drivers and operators! A veritable team working on our behalf to produce our food. We will celebrate our Harvest Festivals in church in early October and give thanks for the farm
workers and the food they have produced and you would be most welcome to join
us at our services – details elsewhere in the magazine. This year we will be thinking
about the work of the Food Bank in Uttlesford too and the vital help they give to families and individuals in need.
I have also harvested crops from my garden this summer, with mixed success. I
think the pigeons and slugs got the better of my mangetout but I had a fair return of
new potatoes, carrots and beans. Particularly with root crops, there is a real sense
of anticipation as lush foliage above ground doesn’t always indicate a healthy crop
below ground! I was amused at the misshapen carrots, with one unusually branching out in three different directions. It may not be the product I was hoping for, but it
tasted just as nice and went unnoticed when cut up and prepared with the rest.
On reflection, the outcomes we hope for in life don’t always work out smoothly. Our
dreams and ambitions get twisted and stunted and it may seem we are making do
with second best. But, just like the good tasting ‘wonky veg’ the supermarkets are
selling nowadays, we sometimes find the unexpected twists and surprises in our life
journey can be rich in reward too. How ever life is for us at the moment, as expected or with twists and turns, we can be assured that God is with us. The wellknown Psalm 23 is encouraging and pictures a heavenly refuge for us under the
care of the Good Shepherd. But the bible also tells us we are the apple of God’s
eye- literally the reflection to be seen in the eye when someone is looking at us.
(See Psalm 17:8 and Deuteronomy 32:10). God loves and cares for us deeply; we
are always the center of his focus.
Continuing the harvest theme, as the apple crop is gathered this autumn, let us recall to mind that we are the apple of God’s eye and he rejoices in the fruit of our
lives. For in God’s sight, we are all a prize crop.
With love and prayers for fruitful and well-shaped lives.
Revd John Saxon

Church Mice

The Church Mice will be meeting in the New Room at Debden Church on Monday
September 30th at 10.00 a.m. They will be thinking about harvest. Please come
and join us for an informal short service followed by playtime, crafts, tea and talk.
All children from 0-4 welcome with parents, grandparents or carers.
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Debden Lunch Club
Thank you to all those who continue to
support the Lunch Club. The next
lunch will be on Tuesday 10th September, from 12.00 noon, in Debden
Village Hall.
If you have not been before, please
ring Nina on 01799-541863 to book a
place.

See Debden diary for future dates. Please note that there will not be a
lunch in December.
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
A few weeks ago our hearts went out to the people of Whaley Bridge with
the impending threat of the dam bursting and flooding down into the village.
Most people heeded the warning of the emergency services and left their
homes for safer refuges, however some people stayed put despite the risk.
In the Bible we read of Noah and his warning to the people of the land that
there would be a great flood. The people had turned away from God and
become so evil that God even regretted creating them. Unfortunately most
people ignored or laughed at Noah as he spent many years building the
great ark God had commanded him to make, miles from water. However
when the flood came it was only Noah and 7 members of his family who
were saved from drowning. It is vital that we heed what God has to say to
us in this day.
After the flood God made a promise never to flood the earth again and also
promised the harvest we are about to give thanks for: Genesis Ch 8 verse
21: ”While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer
and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”
Thankfully the deluges have not hit Debden and with the harvests already
in, or nearly in, we plan to have our thanksgiving service at the end of September.
God bless,
Simon Gale

Harvest Thanksgiving
Our Harvest Thanksgiving will be on 29th September. You are most
welcome to join us for a tea at 5.30pm
followed by the Harvest service at 6.30pm.
We are delighted to have Sue Johnson, the
Baptist minister from Great Sampford,
coming to give us a short talk. As usual we’ll
be heartily singing some great harvest
hymns as we give thanks to God for all of his
goodness to us.
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden

Weekly Programme
Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be a Sunday Evening service on the
29th September at 6.30pm

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 10.15 to
11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416

if you need information about the church.
Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk

Sudoku Puzzle for September

Complete the grid so that all
rows, columns and 3x3 boxes
contain the numbers 1 to 9
Solution on page 42

Sudoku of the day.com
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Letters Page
Smart meters: A view
This article is about smart meters, and a warning that the health advice from
the UK Government on smart meters (and other technologies using radio
frequencies) should be approached with caution.
It expresses the informed opinions of two local residents and is based on
readily available scientific evidence. We urge you to do your own research
to verify the facts, and not to rely on the bland assurances from your suppliers, and to look very carefully at the advice from Public Health England, the
people charged with keeping us all safe.
There is very substantial evidence to question the safety of smart meters.
We have found that the UK Government publicity and safety advice around
smart meters is at best misleading and at worst a series of potential untruths. Utility companies are careful to try and suppress information about
fires that have been started by smart meters, however we believe that there
are instances of both fires and explosions being caused by them.. We understand that this can happen as a result of the electromagnetic pulses that
the smart meter emits during normal operation, which can cause energy
overloads in domestic electrical appliances.
Information compiled by Dr Sarah J Starkey (2016) , concludes that they
could pose a risk to health. For instance, she points out how the Government is ignoring huge amounts of peer-reviewed scientific evidence demonstrating how the sorts of frequencies that smart meters use are harmful to
health. These are radio frequency emissions, the frequencies that your
smart meter, wi-fi, mobile phone and cordless landline phone use. We are
hoping that legal challenges will be brought to Public Health England for
their role in failing to do what they are set up to do, and protect our health.
We think that you will have already been exposed to the government advertising campaigns urging you all to get a smart meter and help save the planet. We advise you not to do it. If you already have one, we strongly recommend that you have it removed and replaced with a conventional oldfashioned meter.

More information from Richard and Sarah, concerned Debden residents.
R@rswingler.co.uk
(Does anyone else have a view on this? Ed)
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News from Mercer and Hughes
September is turning out to be a huge month in the life of Mercer and
Hughes. We have two incredibly significant events happening; the first
is the opening of a new branch surgery in Bocking, This is a fully
equipped surgery that will be able to carry out a full range of consultations and surgeries and will be open six days a week, more details of
the opening and open day will be on our website soon
www.mercerandhughes.co.uk .
The second is our Practice Standards Inspection. The Practice Standards Scheme (PSS) is run by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and is a voluntary initiative to accredit veterinary practices in the
UK. Through setting standards and carrying out regular assessments,
the scheme aims to promote and maintain the highest standards of
veterinary care. To become accredited, practices volunteer for rigorous
assessment every four years and have to meet a range of minimum
standards including hygiene, 24-hour emergency cover, staff training,
certain types of equipment and patient care. Over 65% of vets in the
UK are part of the scheme now and we have been accredited since
the scheme began over 12 years ago. Our Saffron Walden surgery
was awarded hospital status at the last inspection, the highest award a
general practice like ours can achieve!
I always say the scheme is a bit like Ofsted for vets; it can be difficult
for owners to know, when they walk into a vet’s waiting room, what the
standard of veterinary care behind the scenes will be, but at least if a
practice is a member of the PSS you have peace of mind knowing that
it has been assessed and reached a certain quality level. It is important that when you choose a practice, always look for the Logo

So, protocols have been uploaded, the practice has been scrubbed
from top to bottom, additional staff meetings have been held, various
audits of our procedures carried out and if you stand still long enough,
you’ll get a quick dust down and a squirt of air freshener! We’ll let you
know how we get on, wish us luck!
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase

Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk

IA N

ABRAMS

CHARTERED ARCHITECT
for a complete
architectural service
18 The Maltings
Station Road
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN

A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles,
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

Tel :01799 543533
Fax:01799 543653

ian@abrams.uk.com
www.ian-abramsarchitects.co.uk

01799 542505

07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding
www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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Benten & Co
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,
New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications
For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com

See samples of our work at www.alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery

Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website

www.mercertrees.co.uk
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CONTACT
NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency (15p
per call) or 999 for Emergency
Hospitals
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge
01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929
Doctors
Newport 01799 540696
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111
Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..… 01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road………….01799 521265
Parish Church
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164
Pentecostal Church
Paul Baker 01440 710416
Debden Shop
Closed for the present (PO is open)
Footpaths
Nicola McCahill
01799 541411
Village Hall Hire
Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com
(Note new email address)
Schools
Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030
Airport
Noise Complaints………0800 243788

September 2019
Debden Clubs
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds)S/W541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) “ 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) “ 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980
County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk
District Councillor
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866
MP for Uttlesford
Kemi Badenoch………….0207 219521
Parish Council Members
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood Watch
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: pcclerk@debden.org
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EVENTS DIARY 2019
September

Tuesday 10th
Saturday 28th
Saturday 28th
Sunday 29th
Monday 30th

Debden Lunch club: Village Hall, 12 noon
Debden Tennis Tournament/Dinner at the Plough 12 noon
Creative Family fun at Carver Barracks 10am —11.30am
Harvest Thanksgiving, Pentecostal church 6.30pm.
Church Mice, Debden church 10am

October
Saturday 5th
Wine tasting evening, Village Hall 7pm
Saturday 5th
Wimbish Steam it day 10am—5pm
Sunday 6th
Potential classic car run to Wimbish
Tuesday 8th
Debden Lunch club, village hall 12 noon
Saturday 12th Harvest Supper, Village hall, 6pm
Sunday 13th
Harvest service, Parish church 9.15am
November
Tuesday 12th Debden lunch club, village hall, 12 noon
Sudoku p31 solution:

Picture: Yvonne Sauzier

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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Gluttons Corner
Plum Crumble cake
If it is a good year, plums can be plentiful at this time of year. This recipe
can be served either as a cake or a dessert.
Prep: 15 mins. Cook 1 hour, serves 8—10

Ingredients
175g butter at room temp
175g golden caster sugar
3 large eggs

Method
Pre heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas
4. Grease and line a 22cm deep
round cake tin (preferably with loose
bottom)

225g self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
2 tsp vanilla extract
100g ground almonds
85g soured cream
5—6 ripe plums, halved and
stoned
For the crumble:
50g ground almonds

Combine all the crumble ingredients
in a bowl and rub together until a fine
crumb.
For the cake, combine all the ingredients ,apart from the plums, in a big
bowl. Whisk until smooth then tip into
the tin and level the top.
Arrange the plums, cut side up, over
the mixture. Scatter the crumble mixture over the top of the plums.

50g butter cut into pieces

Bake for 50 mins—1 hour on the
middle shelf until a skewer poked
into the middle comes out clean
(however the plums will remain
sticky)

Soured cream or yogurt

Cool for 20 mins in the tin, then turn
out on to a wire rack to fully cool.

50g plain flour
50g golden caster sugar

to serve

Serve plain, or with soured cream or
yogurt..

Recipe: bbcgoodfood.com
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More like a sculpture than a haystack, these bales make a dramatic
landscape as you leave the village on the London Road.
.

Pictures by Mike Fairchild

September 2019

Not a pot of gold, but fields of stubble at the end of a rainbow,
looking towards Rowney Woods.

