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From the Editor
A happy and healthy New Year to all our readers!
This first edition for 2020 is packed full of information on the many and
varied activities that are being planned in the village this year. As ever,
however, all the events advertised depend on the generosity of volunteers to make them happen. In my experience, the village does not disappoint in this regard, and indeed I would advocate that the act of volunteering itself, and getting together with your friends and neighbours, can be
both satisfying and fun.
In addition to all this activity, actual PERFORMERS are sought for the
excellent “Debden’s Got Talent” show on the 28th March in the village
hall. I am sure that the village can offer a wide range of eager folk just
waiting to entertain us, so please don’t be shy, and volunteer today!!
On a more sober note, our neighbours at Carver Barracks have raised
some very serious issues concerning the use of the army training area by
the general public . Firstly, the age old dog poo issue is still with us
and ,unfortunately, it seems that it has reached unacceptable proportions
on the army training area generally, which is massively disappointing.
PLEASE be aware that this problem is being monitored, and just pick it up
and take it home!
On an even more serious note, however, it seems that the general public
are also disregarding the red flag warnings on the training area when the
army are carrying out training exercises. This of course, is actually VERY
DANGEROUS to all concerned and, if not remedied, will result in the
whole area being secured and permanently unavailable for general use,
This, of course, would be entirely understandable, but a sad loss of a really great local amenity .
By the time you receive this magazine, the 31st January will be looming,
and all the issues that will bring. I am sure that we will embrace the future
and deal with whatever challenges present themselves, but in the meantime, good luck everyone!
Marion
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A really uplifting article from Mercer and Hughes

One of the sad facts of having animals is that their lives are so much shorter
than ours and so we go through the grief of losing them, often time and time
again if we are serial animal owners. As some of you may know I have a little
dog called Broccoli (long story!) and he is now 18 years old and declining
rapidly. It seems likely that we will have to make that difficult decision soon
and it’s as hard for me as for any of my clients. The only comfort I have is that
as a vet I have the ability to relieve suffering and I feel privileged in a way that
I am able to do that. In this last week I have been reminded of a story related
to me by a colleague. He had been asked to put an old dog to sleep at the
owner’s home and the couple’s six year old son was also present to say
goodbye to his pet. After the old dog had slipped away peacefully, everyone
was talking about how sad it is that animal’s lives are shorter than ours, when
the son said “I know why”. Everyone turned to him rather startled and he said,
“people are born so that they can learn how to live a good life -- like loving
everybody all the time and being nice, right?" The six-year-old continued,
"Well, dogs already know how to do that, so they don't have to stay as long."
Our animals are a source of huge joy and comfort in our lives. The bond we
have with them is like no other and I reckon we can learn a lot from them.
The same colleague also sent me this.
What we can learn from Dogs
When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.
Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride.
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.
Take naps. Stretch before rising.
Run, romp, and play daily.
Avoid biting when a simple growl will do.
On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass.
On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree.
When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body.
Delight in the simple joy of a long walk.
Be loyal.
Never pretend to be something you're not.
If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them
gently
Live simply.
Love generously.
Care deeply. Speak kindly.
Ilse Pedler
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Parish Council Newsbytes
Happy New Year to all. We are looking forward to a positive and progressive 2020. Please do continue to engage with Parish matters and come
along to the PC meetings which are held on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at 8pm in the village hall.
Defibrillator training
A local First Responder has offered to run another training session on the
use of the defibrillator in Debden. If you would be interested in attending
the training please contact the Parish Clerk – pcclerk@debden.org
Road closures
We have been given advance warning of the closure of Elder Street and
Water Lane commencing on 26th March for 13 days. The closure is required while Gigaclear undertake installation of fibre cables for superfast
broadband. There will also be a diversion in place from Debden to Debden
Green (via Elder Street and Thaxted) from the 13th – 17th February while
new water connections are carried out.

Car Park repairs
Repair work to improve the holes in the car park will take place during half
term when the car park is less busy.
Neighbourhood Watch
The Neighbourhood Watch (NhW) newsletters that are included with the
Parish Pump this month arrived too late to be distributed with the December edition of the Pump. Therefore some of the articles may be a little out
of date. The NhW group is endeavouring to encourage residents to receive
these newsletters electronically in future.
Mental Health First Aid workshop
Unfortunately we didn’t have sufficient numbers to run the workshop in January, so we have rescheduled it for March 14th am. To recap, the workshop will cover factors affecting mental health, stigma and its impact on
recovery, talking about mental health and looking after your own mental
health. It is free of charge and open to all. To book your place, please
email Cllr Diggins cdiggins@debden.org
CCTV
A review of the CCTV provision near the hall and playground was already
underway, but the shop break-in has confirmed the need for more comprehensive CCTV in that area and we are taking advice on improvements.
Many thanks to the members of the community who pulled together in the
wake of the break-in, and particular thanks to Nick the Brick who repaired
the wall so quickly.
6
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Telephone box survey
Please look out for the survey on the re-purposing of the two phone boxes
in Debden and Debden Green. It will be available at the Post Office and
on the residents Facebook page shortly.
We will hopefully be refurbishing both boxes in late February/early March.
Please let Cllr Diggins know if you would like to help with the project.
Allotments
There are still a couple of allotments available. If your New Year’s resolution is to improve your fitness, or to eat more healthily and locally, then
growing your own fruit and veg could be a great start. Please contact Cllr
Bunting cbunting@debden.org or the PC clerk pcclerk@debden.org for
info.
Pavilion
We have formed a working group to commence evaluation of the Pavilion
project and look forward to updating you in next month’s Pump.

Village hall planning application
Following advice from UDC, the Parish Council, at the request of the Village Hall Trust (VHT), withdrew the planning application while the highlighted ecology considerations are resolved.
The VHT expect to resolve any outstanding issues swiftly and then resume
the application.
Village assembly – please save the date – April 22nd.
Further details in next month’s Pump.

Planning Applications
UTT/19/3042/FUL Laceys Farm, Thaxted Road.
Creation of a new access onto the public highway. No comments.
UTT/19/3126/HHF Sparrows Farm, Henham Road
Demolition of rear extension and erection of ground and first floor side and
rear extensions including conservatory and internal alterations.
No comments.
UTT/19/3139/FUL Sibbards Farm, Debden Green
Demolish link. Change of use and conversion of barn to 1 residential
dwelling and erection of detached garage – revised scheme to UTT/18/2923/FUL to include larger basement.
No comments.
7
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Debden Parish Council Newsbytes (cont’d)
UTT/19/3113/OP Land north of Henham Road
Outline application with all matters reserved except access for the erection
of one detached dwelling with related infrastructure.
Comments:
•
Insufficient visibility splays based on the average speed in accordance with the Essex Highways guidelines. To satisfy the visability
splay, a significant amount of thicket would need to be removed.
•
Insufficient access across Essex Highways land by established vegetation.
•
The distance to the bus stop, quoted in the application, is incorrect
and there is no pavement.
•
There is a fear of sporadic development at Debden Green without
any planning oversight by UDC post planning permission gained by
developers.
UTT/19/2758/HHF Bayes House, Ivy Todd Hill
Section 73A Retrospective application for retaining walls, piers and gates.
Comments:
•
The access is unsuitable, does not comply with the required visibility
splays (2.4 x 120M) and extends over Common land.
•
The gates should be a minimum of 6Ms back from the road to allow
a car to pull off the road safely.
•
Water and debris from the bank flow down the hill and cause drainage issues further down at Fox crossroads.
•
Vehicles parking outside the property cause an obstruction as the hill
is narrow at this point.
•
This part of the hill is outside the 30mph speed limit and traffic travels down the hill well in access of 30mph.

Appeals
APP/C1570/W/19/3241323 Land north of Henham Road
Statement sent to the inspectorate at Bristol.
APP/C1570/D/19/3241486 Halycon, High Street
No comments
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Bats! But they won’t delay completion of
the new village hall
An ecology survey requested by Essex County Council of Debden recreation ground, including the sports pavilion that will become the site for Debden’s new village hall, has found evidence that bats have roosted in the
building in the past. A new survey will be conducted to establish the likelihood of the bats returning. Because the results won’t be known until at
least May, the planning application for the hall has been temporarily withdrawn.
That decision was taken by the Village Hall Trust on the advice of Uttlesford District Council to avoid the cost of making a fresh application.
Although this may delay plans to start the build in the spring, it will not affect the overall timeframe. Richard Cawte, VHT chairman, says, “Hopefully,
no evidence of bats will be found but if it is, provision for the bats will be
made before the pavilion is demolished to make way for the new hall. The
request for the ecology survey was made after the plans were submitted.
Previous surveys in the area showed no evidence of bats. Our aim remains
to complete the new hall by the end of next year.”
Debden Parish Council, which has responsibility for the pavilion, has to
supply details of the replacement to satisfy Sport England. It is preparing a
design brief for the pavilion in conjunction with user groups before appointing architects.
Meanwhile, fundraising is continuing with the aim of starting work as soon
as the resubmitted village hall planning application is approved. Applications to organisations who offer large grants, for whom planning permission
is a pre-condition, will then be made. This will also trigger new fundraising
schemes to enable local residents and village organisations to support
plans for the new hall.
Mike Fairchild
chairman, New Village Hall Group
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to
chef’s daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month
Opening hours:

Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10
Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com

10

Debden Parish Pump

February 2020

11

Debden Parish Pump

February 2020

12

Debden Parish Pump

February 2020

VE DAY 75th Anniversary Celebrations
Debden Village Fete, 1940s Evening
Dance & Supper and Scarecrow Competition 2020
Spanning two days - Sat 9th and Sun 10th May,
Bank Holiday 2020 is going to be an amazing weekend! We are all very excited here on the committee
and hope you’ve all made a note of the dates?
Evening Dance & Supper tickets will be on sale at end of February at
£30 each. To buy, contact Steph Watson. Tickets are limited to 200 and
will sell out quickly. See poster on page 25.
We need a bit of help! If you have any vintage dinner plates, bowls, jugs,
teapots, side plates, cups & saucers, cutlery, or trays - (all pre 1970s) and
you don’t want them anymore, they could be used for the vintage teas. We
would also welcome any vintage items that may be lurking in the shed or
attic. Old suitcases, tea chests, fruit or wooden boxes, push-bikes, vintage
radios, baskets, etc These will be used to dress the marquee and can be
returned after the event. Contact April Gardner
We also need help with setting up, clearing away and running stalls and
activities (tombola, plant sale, books, dog show, pony rides, flowers, dressing the tents, fancy dress comp, etc.) Setting up will start on Thurs. 7th and
Friday 8th . If you have any spare time, it would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to have your own stall (e.g. arts, crafts, goods) a pitch is
£10. Spaces will be limited. Contact Steph Watson
If you have a vintage or classic vehicle (pre 1980’s) and would like to take
part in the display please contact Clive Bunting
Details for the Scarecrow event is also in this issue overleaf on page14
Contacts:
Fete: Steph Watson: T: 01799 540721 • E: swatson@debden.org
Scarecrow Competition: Marion Bamfield: T: 01799 540783
E: marion@bamfield.name
Vintage Crockery, Bunting and anything else: April Gardner:
T: 01799 542288 • E: agardner@debden.org.
Vintage & Classic vehicles: Clive Bunting: T: 01799 542239
Funds raised will go to the Debden New Village Hall fund and
the Felix Fund bomb disposal charity.
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Debden Scarecrow Competition:
Saturday and Sunday 9th and 10th
May, 2020
As part of the VE day celebrations in
Debden in May, we are planning to hold
a scarecrow competition, and I thought it
might be helpful to explain how I think
this will work, and to invite entries from
any residents of Debden, Debden Green
and Carver Barracks.

The theme for the competition will be “ACTION HEROES”,
which can be any gender, real or fictional – so pretty much a clear field for your
imagination! The idea is that the entries will either be positioned at the front of your
house or garden if you live in the centre of the village, that is, in the High Street (up
to and including the end of Highfields), Deynes Road, The Close and Highfields
itself. Any other entries will need to be brought to the village to be displayed at
certain strategic points in the village, which will be advised when entries are received. These entries, therefore, will need to be portable to enable them to be removed and stored overnight on Saturday 9th May and replaced in position on Sunday 10th May. The entries will all be visible from the pavement and should not necessitate entering any properties along the way.
There will be an entry fee of £5 per scarecrow and there will be a prize of £50 for
the best one, as judged by the judging panel, which will be made up of members of
several village organisations. There will also be a further prize of £50 for “The peoples choice” winner, as voted on by the general public.
For a £3 charge, there will then be a formal “trail” through the village for visitors to
take and guess the names of the scarecrows. Competition entry forms will be available at the village hall, and further prizes of £30, £20 and £10 for the top three
entries which correctly identify who all the scarecrows are supposed to be! Should
there be several correct entries, then there will be a draw for the winners.
The internet is a mine of information as to how to build a “proper” scarecrow from
two pieces of wood, draped in clothes and then stuffed with straw or other material,
however other ways of producing your entry will be just as valid. However, the use
of pre-formed mannequin type dummies and printed face masks will not be allowed.
Entries are now open and I will need to monitor both the number of entries, and the
chosen hero, to make sure that we do not have several of the same character. So,
if you have a good idea, and wish to enter, please e mail me as soon as possible to
stake your claim. The absolute closing date for entries will be 31st March,
2020.

I hope the above has explained the issue sufficiently for now, but if not, please contact me at Marion@bamfield.name. I know that residents in the area usually like a
challenge, and will rise to the occasion, so I look forward to hearing from you!
Funds raised will be donated to the New Village Hall Fund and to the Felix Fund
bomb disposal charity.
Marion Bamfield
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte F IDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

Brighten up your Thursdays

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.
It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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Invention, but lack of puff at Debden Yacht Race
Lack of wind and the absence of ‘proper’ yachts didn’t dampen the excitement at the start of the annual yacht race to celebrate Mica Brown’s birthday in December. A floating haystack (or was it a Boris look-alike?), an
ark, assorted plastic containers (recyclable) and several tinfoil turkey trays
were among the eclectic mix of vessels. The doldrums during racing were
offset by Kathy’s splendid refreshments. One skipper was disqualified for
using a hairdryer to propel his yacht in the absence of wind and for reasons more to do with generosity than seamanship, Alan Hynes collected
the priceless winner’s trophy. Long-range weather forecasts are being
studied for next year. Pump’s Yachting Correspondent

Debden Lunch Club
The next lunch club will be held on Tuesday
11th February, 2020. 12.00 for 12.30.
Please ring Nina on 01799-541863 to confirm
that you would like to attend.
22
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DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st
June
Between 10 and 12 gardens will be open to residents and visitors on both
Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st June from 1.00pm to 5.00pm. By opening
on two days, we hope that at least one day will be fine and, possibly, sunny!

Tickets will cost £5 and be available from individual gardens and a central point in the village. Accompanied children aged 16 or under will be
admitted free. Tickets will be in the form of a map showing the location of
individual gardens, which will be marked by a large daisy displaying the
garden number.
Debden Parish Church has kindly agreed to provide refreshments in the
New Room at the Church from 2pm. There will also be a plant stall. The
proceeds of the sale of tickets and the plant stall will be shared equally
between the Parish Church and the New Village Hall project.

If you can supply plants for the plant stall, please get in touch with Hilary
Davey 01799 542717.
If you would like to open your garden and have not yet been in touch,
please speak to Hilary or Tony Vernon 01371 830801. We would particularly welcome one or two gardens in Debden Green. Your garden does
not have to be immaculate!
Hilary Davey and Tony Vernon
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Festive Carols in the Plough at Christmas!
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends,
I hope the first magazine of the year is not too late to wish
you a Happy New Year, even if it will be February when
you read this.
After one of our Sunday services recently, where many
from the congregation catch up with one another over refreshments, someone remarked to my wife Dawn that people seemed to be reluctant to go and were very interested
in each other’s news. Dawn very astutely replied along the lines, ‘Yes, but
that’s what families do.’
And indeed they do! Families very seldom have common interests and cover a range of ages, abilities and preferences. They will often though take a
keen interest in how each other is doing and will support, encourage and
occasionally challenge other members of the family. This is just one way of
expressing our love and concern for each other and builds up our confidence and trust to face the demands of everyday life. We do not have to
live in each other’s pockets as family and may actually live long distances
away from each other, meeting only occasionally. However, family reunions
and meet ups are often characterised by busy conversations to catch up on
the latest news.
Whether members of our birth family are near or far away, we are fortunate
to live in a beautiful and peaceful community. And just like the church members were behaving as a family, in our community we can demonstrate the
same family love and concern for our neighbours and fellow villagers. Isolation is very real in rural areas (just Google it and see how many reports
come up) and loneliness is a feeling that measures the disparity between
the quantity and quality of social relationships that we have and those we
want. It is well recognised that loneliness can have a profound effect on
physical as well as mental health. By being a family community together we
can ensure this doesn’t happen here.
Mother Teresa said, ‘The greatest disease in the West today is not TB or
leprosy; it is being unwanted, unloved and uncared for. We can cure physical diseases with medicine, but the only cure for loneliness, despair and
hopelessness is love. There are many in the world who are dying for a piece
of bread, but there are many more dying for a little love.’ A well-known
hymn, ‘When I needed a neighbour, were you there?’ (based on Matthew 25
verses 31-46) sums this up well. Looking forward to the many events that
will happen in the village in 2020, I hope and pray we may be family to one
another and enjoy our conversations and company together.
Best Wishes, John Saxon
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St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden
Church Services and Events
February 2020
A short service of morning prayer is usually held
every Friday morning at 9.00 a.m. in the Chiswell Chapel in the Church
Date

Time

Service or Event

Sun 2 Feb

09.15

Holy Communion

Sun 9 Feb

09.15

Family Service

Sun 16 Feb

09.15

Holy Communion

Sun 23 Feb

09.15

Choral Matins

Wed 26 Feb

20.00

Holy Communion (said service)

Church Mice
Church Mice will meet on Monday February 24th 10 a.m. in the New
Room at Debden Church. There will be refreshments, songs, games, stories and craft activities. Open to children 0-4 . Please bring
along a parent, grandparent or carer.
Ursula Lyons
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
We were delighted with attendance at our carol service despite all of the
lurgies in circulation. Our visiting speaker was the retired Baptist minister
Peter Nodding who gave a talk on “Finding Jesus”.
The Christmas story is full of people looking for Jesus; we have the shepherds, the wise men, Herod, and Anna and Simeon in the temple.
Peter also mentioned the more recent account of Lee Strobel, the hard
nosed legal editor of the Chicago Tribune and ardent atheist. One day his
wife decided to become a follower of Jesus Christ. Strobel thought, this was
the worst possible news he could get. However he went along with her to
church one day, mainly to see if he could get her out of this “cult” that she
had become involved with.
Here he heard the message of Jesus for the first time in a way he could understand. That forgiveness is a free gift, and that Jesus Christ died for our
sins, that we might spend eternity with Him. He walked out still an atheist but
went on to use his journalistic and legal training to begin an investigation
into whether there was any credibility in Christianity. After following many
leads the evidence convinced him it would require more faith to maintain his
atheism than to become a Christian. At that point he received Jesus Christ
as his forgiver, and leader. Strobel has since written many books on finding
Christ and a film has been made about his experience. You can read more
about him at www.leestrobel.com or hear him on YouTube.
Please note that as usual we will not be having any evening services during
February and March but plan to restart in April.
God bless,
Simon Gale

Debden Pentecostal Church : www.debdenpentecostal.org.uk

Coffee Morning
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning
for a cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit and a friendly
chat with others from the village?
Everyone is welcome and it’s free!
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
Weekly Programme

Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be twoSunday Evening services in
December , on the 1st and 22nd

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 10.15 to
11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church.

Have you received your Winter Fuel Payment?

You should automatically receive a Winter Fuel Payment of between £100 and
£300 if you were born on or before 5th April 1954 and you get the State Pension or
another social security benefit (not Housing Benefit, Council Tax Reduction, Child
Benefit or Universal Credit). You should have received your payment by 13th January, if not, call the office that pays your benefits and don’t forget to make your claim
before the deadline on 31st March.
If you need some help to do this, or you are worried about how to pay your bills and
keep warm this winter, Ali, the Warm Homes Adviser at Uttlesford Citizens Advice
can help. Call her on 01799 618858 for advice on winter benefits and cold weather
payments, the warm home discount scheme, energy efficiency, affordable warm
and home improvement grants, switching energy suppliers and the priority services
register. Or pick up a copy of 'Keeping Warm in Uttlesford', from doctors surgeries, day centres, libraries and council offices across the district.
If you feel you can do without your winter fuel payment, perhaps consider donating
it to help others? Uttlesford Citizens Advice will use donations to help people

save money on heating costs. Donate via their website or call 01799
618840. Alternatively, if you would like your payment to go directly to local
people you might consider donating it to Sophie’s Fund – a small Uttlesford
charity that gives grants to people in desperate situations. This can be
done online at www.sophiesfund.orgUttlesford Citizens Advice. Barnards Yard, CB11 4EB
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IMPORTANT! ISSUES WITH CARVER BARRACKS ARMY
TRAINING AREA!
IRRESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERS
Due to the increasing number of inconsiderate dog walkers who are allowing their dogs to defecate on and around the training area, and failing to
clean up after them, there is a very real risk that access to this area will be
prohibited.
An Army spokesman said that Carver Barracks personnel have always
been very supportive in allowing access to its training area for recreational
purposes. Unfortunately, it has become apparent that some owners think it
acceptable to allow their dogs to defecate over football and rugby pitches,
tradesmen’s resources and pathways. Not only is this extremely unpleasant to encounter, but is a very real health hazard. Some owners do take
the time to pick it up, but then spoil it by disposing of it in trees/bushes or in
the Portaloo used by service personnel, despite designated bins being
available on site. If these bins are full, notices politely ask “if the bin is full,
please take it away with you”, but judging by the piles of waste at the side
of the bins, this is being completely ignored.
There are over 20 different civilian organisations that use the BDTA on a
regular basis and they do not wish to be faced with dog faeces, or to lose
this valuable facility. The area will now be monitored and if there is no significant improvement over the next month then physical restrictions will be
put in place to prevent access to the site.
Tina Knight, point of contact for Carver Barracks, said “I sincerely hope that
dog walkers will heed this warning and challenge those abusing the generosity of the Army in allowing access to this marvelous facility. It is a real
asset to the local and wider communities, offering opportunities for exercise, dog walking and being at one with nature, and it would be a tragedy
to lose it.”

DISREGARDING THE RED FLAGS
The red flags are raised as a warning that army training is taking place
and NOBODY is allowed on the site as it is so dangerous. The general
public are ignoring the warnings and so placing themselves in great danger. IF THISCONTINUES, THE AREA MAY NEED TO BE TOTALLY
CLOSED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THEIR OWN PROTECTION.

PROTECTING THE FORCE,
PROTECTING THE NATION
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A Farewell to Graham Harding
We were desperately sad to hear of the passing of Graham Harding on
the 6th January 2020, after a year long battle with cancer. He was far too
young, at only 64 years.
As many of you will recall, Graham was a wonderful chap and was liked
by many people in and around Saffron Walden, where he worked as an
architect and designer. He had a big heart, always wearing a beaming
smile under his Brian May-style mop of curly black hair. He was more
than happy to support community activities, was a great socialite and was
loved for his fantastic Discos, which he ran along with his then partner
Stephanie, until he finally retired from DJ’ing about 10 years ago.
We, along with many others enjoyed many a Debden Party and Christmas
Dance with Graham pumping out the sounds and ALL (and I mean ALL)
those present ‘bopping’ to his excellent disco sounds! Beside his DJ’ing
skills, he was also a good sportsman and enjoyed playing cricket and
football for the village. In recent years he moved away from the immediate
area but we frequently bumped into him in Saffron Walden, more than
likely having a drink in the OEG. Graham’s children went to Debden Primary School and he contributed much to Debden life at that time. He was
a genuinely lovely man and he and his wonderful smile will be sorely
missed, not only by his loving family but by many, many people in the district. God rest him.
Jane and Andy Pearce

Debden’s almshouses – New trustees required
The Bathurst Charity, which manages the villages Almshouses, is seeking
new trustees. The Trustees play an active role in maintaining and improving the quality of the Charity’s four houses. Currently, we are planning a
maintenance programme on one of the houses and are in receipt of planning permission to significantly improve two others.
The vacancy has arisen following the sad loss of Janet Pearson (RIP).
Janet had been an energetic and effective trustee for multiple decades,
her energy and enthusiasm will be much missed.
If you would like more information please contact Charlie Murphy
(Chairman) at Charlie.milldam@googlemail.com or speak with the Revd
John Saxon.
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase

Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk

IA N

ABRAMS

A J Pest Control Ltd

CHARTERED ARCHITECT

Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

for a complete
architectural service

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles,
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

18 The Maltings
Station Road
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN
Tel :01799 543533
Fax:01799 543653

01799 542505

ian@abrams.uk.com

07855 478824

www.ian-abramsarchitects.co.uk

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery

Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website

www.mercertrees.co.uk
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The 8th Annual Debden Potato Challenge
Join the 30 or so growers this year for the challenge,
yet again, to grow more potatoes than anyone else,
and to be crowned Debden Potato Master!.
On Friday 21st February after 7:30pm in the Plough,
you will hand over your £5 entry fee and draw your 3
seed potatoes from the sack at random. I select the
variety of seed potato to ensure fairness and ease of judging. The excess
entry money, after deduction of the costs and fees, will be awarded to the
top 3 winners of the competition
There are no age limits for competitors and you may prepare your potatoes
for planting however you wish, but be warned - cutting is not permitted.
Plant your potatoes in a tub or bucket in the growing medium of your
choice, however only tub or patio planter grown potatoes will be assessed,.
Flat grow bags or “in the ground” planting is not permitted – the judges are
ruthless, and efficient! Nurture your potatoes as you wish. Fertiliser, nutrients, secret growing enhancers (yes Mr Wilson, we are on to you!) or talking nicely to them - all is permitted.
The competition ends on Saturday 18th July (Please Note Change of
Date) when all entries will be judged by total weight of the plant foliage and
potatoes. During the judging each competitor is invited to, but not obliged
to, provide refreshments for the Judges and fellow competitors. It is anticipated that the judging will take around 15/20mins at each location. The
Judge will lift the plant and record the weight of the plant foliage and potatoes.
I do hope we do not have a repeat of a previous year, with the Waitrose
plastic bag of King Edwards in the planter. This was an easy cheat to catch
out as it was totally the wrong potato variety!
It is anticipated that we will return to the Plough at about 7pm for the results
and awards ceremony, which includes a cup for the heaviest crop, an acknowledgment of largest single potato and the famous “Mr Potato Head”
trophy or the smallest crop.
Competitors, supporters of competitors and general bon viveurs are welcome, and encouraged, to join the judging tour. Route, locations and times
will be n the June Pump. Mike & Pat Fairchild have a lot to live up to this
year to exceed their fantastic hospitality of previous years. By 7pm in the
Plough we were a very merry bunch indeed.
If you need any further information just ask and I will make it up there and
then. See you on the 21st February.
Brad Bamfield

brad@bamfield.name
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Airport

Essex Police 101 non emergency

Debden Clubs

(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO is open)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
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EVENTS DIARY 2020
February
Tuesday 11th

Debden Lunch Club

12.00

Friday 21st

Issue of potatoes for 2020 competition, the

After 7pm

Monday 24th

Church mice, Debden Church

10.00am

Thursday 5th

FODS Quiz and curry night, Yuva

7.30pm

Saturday 14th

Mental health first aid workshop, village hall?

morning

Saturday 14th

Family fun morning, Carver Barracks

10 - 11.30
am

Saturday 21st

Jumble sale, Village Hall

2-4pm

Saturday 28th

Debden’s Got Talent, Village Hall

7pm

Annual Village Assembly, Village Hall

8pm

March

April
Wednesday 22nd
May
Saturday 9th

Debden Fete , scarecrow competition and
1940’s evening dance and supper, recreation

Sunday 10th

Scarecrow competition and vintage teas, recreation ground

June
Sat/Sun 21/22

Open Gardens Debden

1 - 5pm

Judging of 2020 Potato competition

12 - 6pm

Evening prize giving, The Plough

7pm

July
Saturday 18th
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DID YOU KNOW??

Uttlesford Health Walks and Family country walks
If you are looking to get out and about this New Year, why not join one of
the Uttlesford Health walks?? They happen on a weekly basis in Dunmow, Hatfield Forest, Hatfield Heath, Saffron Walden, Stansted and
Thaxted. Trained leaders will be there to lead you on interesting walks
through the local countryside or via places of interest. Families are welcome but not all walks are suitable for dogs. .All the walks are free.

The dates for the Family Country Walks in early 2020 are as follows:
Friday 14 February, 10.30am – Milton Country Park; Friday 13 March,
10.30am – Rowney Woods; Easter Monday, 13 April, 11am – Audley
End Park
Details of all the walks are on the Family Country Walks Facebook
page or email familycountrywalks@gmail.com for further information
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PERFORMERS WANTED!!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!
£15 to include a complimentary drink on arrival, from 7.00pm
AND light refreshments during the interval
Subsidised pay bar: Free entry for under 16’s
Tickets also available from Val, Sue, the Post Office or the Plough
PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EVENT AS DEBDEN NEEDS TO GET FUNDRAISING IF WE WANT A NEW VILLAGE HALL!!
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