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T

he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Helen Tate

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue (please note: full and half page rates will increase from April
to £20 and £15 per issue)

Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
Despite the dreadful weather we have seen lately, there are welcome signs
that Spring is approaching. In our garden I can see daffodils bravely poking
their faces into the wind and incessant rain, and cock pheasants fiercely
challenging each other for supremacy.
Debden has sadly lost three members of the community since December,
namely Virginia Chapman, Colin Reeves and Janet Pearson. Tributes are
on pages 4,5 and 7.
This month’s Pump is packed full of information about forthcoming events:
VE Day celebrations, a Jumble sale, a FODS Quiz night, and Debden’s got
Talent, for which performers are sought. No need to be shy!
The Progressive supper raised £490 towards the Village Hall Fund (see
p22). We are fortunate to have such a dedicated team of Fundraisers.
At the extraordinary meeting held by the Parish council on the 19th February, which was attended by more than 100 villagers, it was announced that
there will be a public consultation to seek support for the council’s decision
to apply for a government loan to underwrite the plan to build the new Village Hall within the next year. An exciting prospect! However it is up to the
residents of Debden to decide whether this will go ahead. (see report on
page 12).
Finally we say farewell to our monthly Mercer & Hughes veterinary contribution from Ilse Pedler, who will be moving to pastures new in the Lake
District. Her entertaining and informative articles will be missed, as will she.
(see p40).
Best wishes for a drier March.
Kathy
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Virginia Downes Chapman 7th September 1932 – 26th December 2019
Debden Church was packed full of mourners on 7th February for the funeral
of Virginia Chapman, who sadly passed away on Boxing Day. She is united
in the churchyard with her dear husband Bobby, who died three years to the
day before her.
Their son Hugo delivered an excellent funeral
address in which he gave a full and often humorous account of his mother’s life. He spoke
of his family memories of Debden Church,
and its importance to Virginia as an active
member of the village community. Her faith
never wavered, though her theological beliefs
were at times a tad unconventional. She once
said that she struggled with the notion of God
running the whole Universe single handed
and fancied that some kind of committee must
be involved.
Virginia and her sister Diana were raised in a
rambling Jacobean house near Haslemere in Surrey, set in a bosky valley.
Their mother, Mollie Panter Downes, was a successful writer, and in her
novel ‘One Fine Day’ she evokes the abundance of beauty in that enchanted location. The girls’ childhood was bucolic and orientated around riding
and long days rambling on ponies in the countryside.
Both girls were sent off to school at North Foreland Lodge. Virginia’s education was adversely affected by the war and although she became Head Girl
she claimed that the only useful thing she learned there was how to move a
grand piano.

After leaving school, Virginia progressed from the Green Frog bookshop in
Haslemere in the early 50’s through to editing and fashion journalism at various newspapers and magazines, including Vogue and promotion and marketing of the now defunct British fashion business Jaeger. She had a penchant for stylish clothes, particularly berets, in a characteristic Autumnal
palette of colours.
Virginia and Bobby married in 1959, when she was almost twenty-seven,
comparatively late for a woman of her class and generation, but in the thirty
-three year old Bobby she found someone who was unfazed by and even
delighted in her forthrightness and strength of character. Bobby acknowledged how important Virginia’s salary was in the early days of their marriage. Hugo mentions that when clearing The Folly, their house in Saffron
Walden, he found an embarrassing article from the late 1960’s about working mothers and the depravations of being looked after by nannies, and
owns up shamefacedly to boyish badgering for her to quit her job and become a full time mother.
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Virginia’s sense of style and eye for design turned to the creation, with Bobby, of a succession of steadily larger houses and gardens in St John’s
Wood, Kensington, Heydon and Debden, and her creativity was expressed
above all through gardening. Through her hard work and intimate
knowledge of plants, inspired by their friend, botanist John Raven, and aided by the professional skills of full time gardener John Leavy, she transformed the garden at Debden. She was also rightly proud of the terraced
garden that she and Bobby created when they moved to the Folly.
Virginia and Bobby’s marriage prospered because of their shared interests
and complementary natures. She credited Bobby for educating her, which to
some degree was true, as he was formidably well read, and was blessed to
the end with a remarkably sharp and retentive mind. Both delighted in
throwing parties and having the house at Debden filled with guests, which
largely depended on Virginia’s incredible organisational and culinary skills,
the first of which led to a stint as the head of the Friends of the Fitzwilliam,
the museum which fostered Bobby’s interest in collecting when he was an
undergraduate at Trinity. Virginia good naturedly went along with his enthusiasm for Victorian moulded jugs, sardine holders, toast racks and much
more.
Running such a large house was hard work, and on top of it, for five decades, she helped Bobby manage his diabetes, which in his latter years
made him virtually blind. She took the lead in the enormous task of leaving
Debden, and for the last time, the two of them collaborated in remodelling
the Folly.
After Bobby’s death in 2016, Virginia blossomed again in widowhood, akin
to the late summer roses and clematis she so adored. She found new
friends and her curiosity and interest in the world made her stimulating,
sparky company. Whilst remaining determined and forthright in her views,
she always had the flexibility, openness of mind and a fundamental humility
to be interested in what other people thought. She stoically bore her increasing wobbliness and ensuing breakages and did her utmost not to let
them impede her independence: exemplified by the wonderful time she had
visiting Lucy, Angus and Aliona in New York just months before her death.
Her fatal accident before Christmas was untimely, and indeed just before
she slipped into unconsciousness she said she was not ready yet- she had
too much to do: bulbs to plant, presents to wrap. On the other hand, the
ever practical Virginia would always have favoured a swift demise over a
lingering decline. She was far too impatient and independent in spirit for
that. She died surrounded by her family, all of whom will miss her keenly.
Hugo asked Virginia’s family and friends to give thanks for her long, fulfilled
and happy life, and in turn to reflect on the pleasure, stimulation, friendship
and love that she gave them.
Taken from Hugo Chapman’s Eulogy of his Mother’s life
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to
chef’s daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month
Opening hours:

Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10
Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com
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Colin Reeve 1935 - 2020
Colin Reeve will be remembered for his warmth and sociability, for his many, and
sometimes surprising, range of interests, and his close connections with this area.
Colin grew up on a farm in Great Chishill, not far
from Heydon, Cambridgeshire, where he was
born in 1935. After attending local schools, he
was an apprentice agricultural mechanic with
Cleales in Saffron Walden before National Service with the RAF that included a spell in Basra,
Iraq. He worked as a car salesman in Clavering
and soon after met and married his first wife
Margaret who died at a young age. Whilst working as a car salesman in Bishop’s Stortford,
Colin met Monica and they married in Little Hallingbury in 1963. Colin set up his own business,
Colin Reeve Cars in Manuden, which he ran
successfully for many years, retiring at 75.
Colin and Monica lived in Chrishall, Sewards End, Cutlers Green, Newport and latterly in Thaxted Road, Debden. With their love of nature, they were members of the
National Trust, RSPB and the Wildlife and Wetlands Trust. Colin learned to play the
violin as a young man. One of his biggest passions was sailing, becoming an active
member of Tollesbury Sailing Club, and he loved motor sport.
Colin and Monica had two children, Sally and Jon and grandson Oliver and great
grandson Noah. They were active locally, joining Saffron Walden Computer Club
and art groups in Newport and Saffron Walden. Some of Colin’s pictures are displayed in both Debden Church and Debden School. He took an active role in Debden life being a member of Speed Watch and, with Monica, was a keen pub quizzer
at The Plough. Family, friends and neighbours will miss that infectious smile. MF

Janet Pearson 1946 - 2019
Janet Pearson lived in the village for over 50 years along with her husband, John,
and two children. She was very involved with activities at Debden School when her
children were young. Janet was a member of the Parish Council for 16 years and
served as Vice Chairman, and finally Chairman. She was a Trustee of the Bathurst
Charity for over 30 years and a former Trustee of the Memorial Hall. For many
years she served on the Thaxted Centre for the Disabled and Thaxted Community
Minibus Trust and more recently as Chairman of the U3A in Saffron Walden. She
also organised the village Speedwatch. As with many volunteers, she carried out a
great deal of things that many people were unaware of. As a member of U3A said
at her funeral “she will be a very hard act to follow”.
Tina Knight & Chris Griffin (former Chairmen of the Parish Council)
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Debden Parish Council will host the

Debden Village Annual Assembly
22nd April 2020, 7.30pm, Debden Village Hall
For some of you, just knowing that the Annual Assembly is close will be sufficient to
raise the heart rate and get the juices flowing!
For others, you are probably wondering what the Annual Assembly is and why
should it interest you?

The Annual Assembly is a meeting for all those who live in and around the villages of
Debden and Debden Green. It offers an informal opportunity to meet with local people, chat about your community and air views on things which interest you, or bother
you, or which make you glad you live within this parish.
This year we plan to focus on what’s good about the area we live in and what can be
improved or maintained. You may have ideas, questions to ask, or skills to share
which would benefit us all. In short, it is your meeting.
There will be no invited speakers. The only guests are you, the villagers. There is no
agenda other than the required formalities, which will be very brief. All the various
clubs, groups and societies will be invited to provide a short update on what has happened during the past year. These reports will be available for you to peruse at the
meeting and hopefully the writers of those reports will be available for you to meet
and chat to informally.
Refreshments will be provided, after the meeting
We hope to see you there.

Tots Tennis
Held by Laura Stevens, Fully qualified Level 3 LTA Coach, First Aid and DBS
checked.
When: Every Monday, starting January 6th 2020
Where: Debden Village Memorial Hall, Mill Road, Debden,
Saffron Walden, Essex, CB11 3LE
Time: 10.15-11.00am
Aimed at: Toddlers aged 2+
Price: £5.00 per child, (£3.00 per sibling) – Your first session is FREE
Bring your child along to learn their A, B, C’s
Agility…Balance…Co-ordination. They will burn lots of energy and have fun in a safe
and friendly environment. All equipment is provided, please just bring a drink for your
child.
To book: Places are limited, please Email laurahstevens@hotmail.co.uk
or Tel: 07590 398722.
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Newsbytes from the Parish Council

Debden Litter Pick
The Great British Spring clean is taking place from March 20th to April 13th and
aims to build on last year’s success of over 560,000 #LitterHeroes joining forces. To
do our bit, we are organising a Litter Pick on Saturday April 11th. Meet at 9.30am at
the Village Hall Car park. We will have equipment but please bring your own gloves.
There will be mini eggs for mini helpers.
New Village Hall Project
You will have received a letter about the PC being asked to step in and provide financial support to the project to ensure it moves forward. At the Parish Council
meeting on the 5th February 2020, a decision was made to proceed with an application for a loan sanction to be made to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government to apply for a PWL Sanction. An EGM was called for February 19th to agree the application for loan sanction. We will continue to keep you
abreast of developments in next month’s Pump, on the Debden Village website
www.debden.org, on the Debden Residents Facebook Page and at PC meetings next one March 4th.
Mental Health First Aid workshop
A reminder about the Mental Health First Aid workshop taking place on March
14th am which is free of charge and open to all. The workshop will cover factors
affecting mental health, stigma and its impact on recovery, talking about mental
health and looking after your own mental health. To book your place, please email
Cllr Diggins - cdiggins@debden.org
Defibrillator training
As mentioned last month, a local First Responder has offered to run another training
session on the use of the defibrillator in Debden. If you would be interested in attending the training please contact the Parish Clerk – pcclerk@debden.org
Village assembly
See separate note in the Pump regarding the village assembly on April 22nd.
Footpaths
The community footpath team is stirring back into action after the cold, wet past couple of months. Fallen trees have been cleared but a comprehensive survey of
"things that need fixing" across our local network is needed. Can you help with reporting or fixing? Please contact Brian if you can assist - Brian Lindsell
01799542569 blindsell@debden.org
Some footpaths have been damaged by farm machinery during the wet weather. We have been assured by the farmer that the surface of the footpath from
Deynes Road to Rowney Wood will be restored once the ground dries sufficiently. Our thanks to Jane Pearce for her efforts to ‘make good’ in the meantime.
Road closure
Please be advised of the closure of Elder Street and Water Lane commencing on
26th March for 13 days. The closure is required while Gigaclear undertake installation of fibre cables for superfast broadband. Diversions will be in place, see https://
one.network/?tm=115774310 for details.
Continued on next page
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Telephone boxes in Debden and Debden Green
If you would like to help with sprucing up the telephone boxes, please let Cllr Diggins
know - cdiggins@debden.org
New Notice board in Debden Green
A new notice board has been ordered for Debden Green and will be installed shortly.
Planning applications
UTT/20/0204/OP Land adjacent Wigmores Farm, Henham Road, Debden Green
Outline application for one dwelling and detached garage with all matters reserved
except for access.
Comments:
· The proposal is an ad-hoc development
· It is outside the village envelope
· It will cause pressure on services
· We do not support the trend towards outline planning applications
UTT/20/0217/OP Land rear of Debden Barns, Elder Street
Outline application for one dwelling and detached garage with all matters reserved
except for access.
Comments:
· The proposal is an ad-hoc development
· It is outside the village envelope
· It will cause pressure on services
· We do not support the trend towards outline planning applications
UTT/20/0193/FUL Land south of Wisteria House, Henham Road, Debden Green.
UTT/20/20/0264/OP Land to the west of Thaxted Road
Both to be discussed at March Parish Council meeting.
Appeals:
APP/C1570/W/19/3241323 Land north of Henham Road - No decision to date
APP/C1570/D/19/3241486 Halycon, High Street – Dismissed

Letters
Debden Village Race Track
Using a totally just made up algorithm :
if the spppppppppeeeeeeeed limit through Debden was reduced to 20mph I calculate
vehicles on average might then reduce to 40mph by the time they reach the High
Street through the centre of the village.
The made up algorithm also suggests if chevrons or speed bumps were to be considered they might change the tailgating distance between vehicles from the mean average I experience of 2.14m to a potential 5.35m
Steve Chapman
Little Garth, High Street
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Anonymous group’s actions “counter-productive”
The window of opportunity to “get the new village hall done” is closing fast, so the
antics of a group calling themselves “Residents of Debden Action Group” are simply counter-productive. Two flyers have been distributed around the village and one
publicised in the local press making a case to build the new village hall on the site
of the existing one.
The arguments might sound convincing until you know the facts.
The suggestion to demolish the pavilion to make way for the new hall was made by
the chair persons of the former Recreation Ground Trust and parish council and
became the basis of a mediation agreement in 2017, overseen by UDC, between
those two bodies and the Village Hall Trust (VHT), New Village Hall Group (NVHG)
and the MoD. With the support of the new parish council elected in May last year,
that’s the plan all stakeholders are backing.
All the money raised to date has been for the current preferred scheme. The plans,
based on a specification agreed following an earlier three-year public consultation,
were shared with the village. The MoD and UDC know that only one plan is being
pursued by the VHT, NVHG and the parish council.
The so-called action group also fails to mention the energy and money spent on
the preferred scheme over the past six years that would be wasted, that their
scheme would encroach on the playground, is cheaper partly because it is smaller,
and would not meet the MoD deadlines. Statements about “local taxes” are scaremongering.
Creating an artificial atmosphere of division within the village has further risked the
project. I invite this group to pull with, and not against, the majority. I would invite
them to reply to my comments but for reasons best known to them, they choose to
remain anonymous.
Mike Fairchild
(named) resident, and chairman of the NVHG
Reporting of Nuisance crime on Byways and other Rights of Way
Please, please report all suspicious behaviour, littering and damage caused on or
around the Byways and other rights of way in our area. The Police have a non urgent crime phone line, 101, for the reporting of incidents. I
am collating a list of incidents across the network. This is a really effective tool so
please use it. Do take heart in this piece of legislation, The Highways Act 1980
(Section 131A) "A person who, without lawful authority or excuse, so disturbs the
surface of a footpath, a bridleway, or any other highway which consists of or comprises a carriageway other than a made-up carriageway, as to render it inconvenient for the exercise of the public right of way is guilty of an offence and liable to a
fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale."
After reporting the incident please send me the following details:
Crime number, Date, place, incident type.
Cont’d on page 13
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New Village Hall
Residents will have the final say
Residents of Debden will decide, finally, whether or
not the current project to build a new village hall will go ahead.
At an Extraordinary Meeting of Debden Parish Council on February 19 (standing
room only) it was announced there will be a public consultation to seek support for
the council’s decision to apply for a government loan to underwrite the plan to build
the hall on the site of the pavilion.
The existing village hall will have to close within two years. If the plan goes ahead,
the new hall could be open in early 2021.
The New Village Hall Group (NVHG), working in partnership with the Village Hall
Trust and the parish council, urges everyone to take part in the consultation which
will include two public meetings. The result will be decided by a Yes/No vote on the
current plan.
A new urgency has been added after the MoD, on whose generous grant of
£236,400 the project depends, issued a final ultimatum after continuing delay. Two
deadlines have to be met:

• By the second week of March, all funding for the new hall must be
in place
• By end-June, planning approval is needed and a date agreed to
‘break ground’
The Extraordinary Meeting of the parish council was called to make provision for a
public loan. Councillors voted unanimously to apply for a loan to the Government’s
Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) to bridge any gap between the amount already
raised and the final total cost of the new hall.
Stuart Walsh, parish council chairman, explained that the loan was not to pay for the
hall but to underwrite the project should the money be needed.
The NVHG’s fundraising team has secured grants and pledges totalling
£300,000 plus, including the MoD grant. The final total cost is estimated at
£729,000, of which £556,000 is to complete the hall. The total of £729,000 includes
demolishing the pavilion and old hall, landscaping, fees and other costs.

At the meeting, there were calls to involve YOUNG PEOPLE in the consultation and applause for one youngster
who said her generation needed a new hall.
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To conform to the loan process, the council must apply for the maximum amount
likely to be needed in a worst-case scenario. This assumes no further fundraising
would be undertaken, whereas applications will be made over the next 6 to 18
months to some 70 grant-making organisations already identified. Levels of success will increase once planning permission, a pre-condition for large funding organisations, is granted. Community fundraising events are also planned for 2020.
If there is a shortfall and funds are required from the PWLB, they will only be drawn
down if and when needed. Repayments will be made from an increase in the parish
council precept element of council tax starting in financial year 2021/22.
Cllr Walsh gave the example that in the unlikely event the council borrowed the
maximum amount of £400,000 over 40 years, annual loan repayment would be
£22,192, equivalent to £56 per year for the average Band D house, or just over £1
per week. In reality, a much smaller loan was likely to be needed, or possibly none
at all.
Successful additional fundraising would reduce the amount borrowed and there was
scope for reductions in construction costs.
To obtain planning permission for the hall to meet one of the MoD conditions, the
council has to satisfy UDC that if ecology surveys, starting in May, establish the
presence of bats in the pavilion, mitigation measures will be put in place.
The parish council is responsible for replacing the pavilion, expected to cost in the
region of £100 - £150,000 which will be raised by applications to sports bodies and
local grants. The council has supplied information required by Sport England.
Details of the public consultation will be published on notices and websites
(debden.org and Debden residents’ group on Facebook).
Mike Fairchild
Chairman NVHG
Letters (cont’d from page 11)
If you could give the Police the right of way number that would help as well. In
Google search for "ECC Prow map". That will take you to an interactive map of all
rights of way in Essex. Zoom in as much as you like and then click on the right of
way you want. It's the "Path number" that you’re after.
Brian Lindsell, Rights of Way, Debden PC

Debden Lunch Club
The next lunch club will be held on Tuesday 10th
March 2020. 12.00 for 12.30.
Please ring Nina on 01799-541863 to confirm that you
would like to attend.
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Letters (continued from p13)
Please see attached photo, " Next time take it home and
bin it" These cans and plastic bottles were collected in just
a half mile along the Henham Road , Hamperden End and
placed outside our house " Bygones"
Hopefully this figure might embarrass and encourage
them to take their litter home.

John Parkin, "Bygones" Hamperden End

Performers Wanted

Do you want to perform at a fantastic evening of entertainment?
To be enjoyed by everyone - No age limits.

Tickets on Sale now - £15!
28 March 2020 Debden Village Hall
th

Complimentary Drink on arrival from 7:00 pm
Light refreshments in the interval
Subsidised pay bar
Free entry for under 16s

Show starts at 7:30 pm
Tickets and/or to perform contact
Email: debdenvhevents@gmail.com
Tel: 01799 543048
Tickets also available from Val or Sue,
The Post Office or The Plough
In support of Debden New Village Hall
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson:graham@execschoice.com to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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Open Day Saturday 7th March 12-4pm
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

Brighten up your Thursdays

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.
It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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Progressive Supper boosts Village Hall Funds
18 fantastic hosts, each catering for between 6 and 9 guests, certainly helped to
make the 22nd progressive supper one to remember. With more participants than last
year the challenge to ensure everybody had different dining companions than last
January was eventually achieved after quite a few hours juggling names and locations around the spreadsheet !
We gathered at The Plough - much to the amazement of some diners who had their
peaceful dinner in a quiet country pub suddenly gate-crashed by 64 noisy locals.
With starter venues revealed, Richard,
using his powerful toastmaster voice,
ordered departure and everyone set off
in different directions for their first
course. At 9pm the starter hosts opened
the sealed envelopes they had been
given and everyone departed to their
next location to meet a new host and
dining guests for their main course.
After dinner we all started to drift back to
The Plough where a splendid selection
of cheese, biscuits and mouth watering
desserts were waiting for those who
could still find a bit of room. However,
not quite all made it back, some arrived
around 1am but there were a few who
didn't make it back at all !!

Margaret and Jane

Tony & B, who have lived in the village
for 26 years and been part of the progressive supper ever since it started, said they
were amazed to meet new people, which was lovely to hear.
Cliff said his work colleagues couldn't believe he was hosting a dinner party and
would have no idea who was coming until they knocked on the door. But that's the
fun of it, the not knowing who is coming round for dinner ! It may be someone you
know, someone you have seen around but never spoken to or even a complete
stranger.
Profit from the evening, together with the generosity of many hosts not claiming their
expenses, has enabled us to donate £490 to the village hall fund.
Our thanks also to Liz and Chris for use of The Plough for the dessert course.
Sunday morning was very quiet around Debden – Possibly a few sore heads
around ! Now it’s back to dry January and the new Year diet !

Looking forward to another successful evening in January 2021.
Jane & Margaret
Thanks to Jane and Margaret for organizing such an enjoyable evening -Ed
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Debden Brownies have had a busy start to 2020
It was lovely to welcome Catalina, a trainee teacher from Chile, to three of our meetings; hearing about her experiences and playing a Chilean children’s game.
In January we had an excellent evening
watching Saffron Players pantomime, Peter
Pan.
We celebrated Chinese New Year by each
six designing and making their own lion or
dragon head and then creating and performing the dragon dance.
Juggling, diablo and poi were just some of
the circus skills that girls and leaders tried to
master when Tom Puckett visited our meeting at the end of January. We all had great
fun!

Have you been on the new Buffy Playbus?
The new Buffy Playbus launched last October! And what a first term we have had, not
only the launch our new bus but also we celebrated the fact that our organisation has
been in existence for 25 years and during that time has welcomed over 100,000 people on board.
The new bus features an exciting interior which
includes lots of new toys, an arts and crafts area,
an extended ball pond and an amazing sensory
den with touch, sound and light panels designed
by Mike Ayres from Bury St Edmunds. We were
able to install this wonderful new feature due to
the generosity of many people who contributed to
our Crowdfund Campaign over the summer which
raised over £5000 and we are very grateful to
everyone who helped us. We thank everyone for
supporting us in so many different ways over the
last 25 years.
Buffy Playbus provides pre-school children with
an opportunity to play, socialise and have fun in
comfortable and safe surroundings under the
guidance of experienced playleaders.
Go to www.buffybus.co.uk to see where Buffy stops near you!

Our service operates during term-time and over the half term breaks. We travel
throughout Uttlesford and stop on Mondays at Carver Barracks, near MACE Supermarket CB10 2YB from 1.30-3.00pm and on Fridays in Debden CB11 3LE from 11.15
-12.30pm.
So if you haven’t been on board our new playbus – come have fun, play, socialise
and make some new friends in your community. See you soon!
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
Time passes by relentlessly and the editors call for the next
month’s copy for the magazine comes fast on the heels of the
last deadline, or so it seems. Whereas day follows day with regularity, the vagaries of our climate visibly affect the coming and
going of the seasons. I have heard several conversations recently remarking on the
beauty of the spring flowers emerging from their winter dormancy to give early displays of white snowdrops and yellow aconites. Emergent pink blossom was also
spotted on a tree in Debden churchyard before the end of January.
Lent is the church season before Easter and begins with Ash Wednesday – the day
after Pancake day (Shrove Tuesday) that is always popular with children. It is a
season that is marked in church with the absence of flowers and reflects the contemplative nature of a period of self-examination and penance. It remembers the
period of 40 days that Jesus entered the wilderness after his baptism and was tested by Satan. Lent covers the whole of March and challenges us to consider afresh
our approach to life.
So, as the days lengthen and temperatures warm, rather than rush headlong into
the year ahead it may be good to take stock of what we do and where we are heading. Christians have traditionally fasted at times during this period to help them be
focused on their contemplations. But in more recent times, taking on doing something extra for Lent is also common – doing a good deed every day for example.
The prophet Isaiah, speaking to a people obstinate in following their own way said,
‘In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your
strength.’ (Isaiah chapter 30, verse15) However we observe Lent, returning to consider the purpose of our lives in quietness and trust before a loving God is always a
good thing. I am very happy to take enquiries about faith- requests for baptism or
confirmation for example - or just a gentle chat. Easter at the end of Lent is a traditional time to renew one’s baptismal promises, for instance.

You are welcome to join us for any of our Lent services but do make a special note
of our Mothering Sunday Service, Sunday 22 March at 11.00am. This is particularly
suitable for any ages. As a family with primary aged or younger children you may
also like to come along to our Family Fun morning. This is on 14 March at the Community Centre at Carver barracks. It runs from 10.00-11.30am with refreshments,
games and craft for all.
Best wishes
Rev’d John Saxon

Church Mice
Church Mice will meet on Monday 30th of March at 10am. Ducklings class from
Debden Academy will be joining us. We will be thinking about Easter.
All parents, caters, grandparents and children under 5 welcome.
Ursula Lyons
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St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden
Church Services and Events
March/April 2020
A short service of morning prayer is usually held
every Friday morning at 9.00 a.m. in the Chiswell Chapel in the Church
Date

Time

Service or Event

Sun 1 Mar

09.15

Lent 1 Holy Communion

Sun 8 Mar

09.15

Lent 2 Family Service

Sun 15 Mar

09.15

Lent 3 Holy Communion

Sun 22 Mar

09.15

Lent 4 (Mothering Sunday)
Praise! Service of the Word

Sun 29 Mar

09.15

Lent 5 (Passion Sunday)
Holy Communion

Sun 05 Apr

09.15

Palm Sunday Dramatised readings of our
Lord’s Passion

Thu 09 Apr

19.30

Maundy Thursday
Seder meal at Wimbish Church

Fri 10 Apr

10.00

Good Friday Walk of Witness

Sun 12 Apr

09.15

Easter Day Holy Communion

Sun 19 Apr

09.15

Easter 2 Holy Communion

Sun 26 Apr

09.15

Easter 3 Choral Matins

Debden’s almshouses – New trustees required
The Bathurst Charity, which manages the villages Almshouses, is seeking
new trustees. The Trustees play an active role in maintaining and improving the quality of the Charity’s four houses. Currently, we are planning a
maintenance programme on one of the houses and are in receipt of planning permission to significantly improve two others.
If you would like more information please contact Charlie Murphy
(Chairman) at Charlie.milldam@googlemail.com or speak with the Revd
John Saxon.
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Debden Branch the Royal British Legion
‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them’.
Our Remembrance weekend started traditionally with our annual branch dinner at
the Officers Mess Carver Barracks courtesy of Colonel M.Garcia, Major Mark Burgess and the officers of Carver Barracks. As we lost Colonel Roger Burgess earlier
in the year, we renamed this the Roger Burgess Memorial Dinner. We were looked
after by Jeanette and her team for our traditional roast dinner and trimmings.
We were updated on the activities of the soldiers and the deployment of 33 regiment EOD, 35 regiment EOD and the Group Support Unit in Wimbish, Colonel Garcia also endorsed his support of the building of our new village memorial hall.
As part of the evening we held an Auction of Promises with the highlight being a
flight in a WW2 Harvard and the opportunity to sit in WW2 Hurricane. Overall, together with door to door collections, we raised over £1,400 which will be going towards the RBL’s welfare fund. This goes to help Armed Forces and their families
with help from welfare and help finding employment. Thank you for all donations.
At the church Remembrance service, names of our fallen were read out as well as
those from Carver Barracks who had lost their lives. Wreaths were laid by the Parish Council, The Royal Engineers, Debden Branch the Royal British Legion. The
RAF 1824 Squadron Air Training Corp, and the 1st Thaxted Carver Scout and Cubs.
Flt. Lt. 56 Squadron ATC and the Woolwich ATC band did their traditional march
past through Debden to The Memorial Village Hall for the general salute. Once the
band had fallen out we went into the hall for tea, biscuits and a dance to the tunes
of local band Revival.
On Monday Remembrance Day itself we had a wet weather parade in the Memorial
Hall with Debden Academy attended by Major Spreadborough, WO1 Mcginty and
soldiers from Carver Barracks along with members of Debden branch and local
villagers to pay our respects and respect the two-minute silence. It was very moving
hearing the school children read out the names of those who had made the ultimate
sacrifice. We were fortunate that Isaac Reeve’s school allowed him to attend to play
his trumpet for us.
I would like to thank the committee of Debden Branch of the Royal British Legion for
all their help in organising all our remembrance events especially Andy Pearce,
Jane Rose, Richard Cawte and Mary & Paul Carer.
Finally a huge thank you to all the sponsors and donators of the auction of promises
and every resident in Debden and Debden Green for your support of the Remembrance weekend and your donations that will go towards providing members, ex
members and their families the help and support that they need in their time of trouble and strife.
We did remember them, thank you
Kind regards
Mike Clarke, Chairman, Debden Branch, The Royal British Legion
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
While I’m writing this we have just been buffeted by the Storm Ciara causing much
disruption and some damage. As the wind built up speed I’m sure many of us
were wondering if our fence panels and ridge tiles would stay put, or if some nearby tree would blow over. The writer of the hymn verses below addresses similar
challenges, but referring rather to those storms in our lives that seem to come and
shake us to our very core:
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake!"
If we put our trust in the Lord Jesus he is the one who can carry us safely through
those storms of life. It was he who in the storm on Lake Galilee commanded the
sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and all became calm. So also he can
calm those storms in our lives.
To help cheer the cold short February days the Coffee Morning regulars had a
very welcome outing to Debden Barns. About 11 turned up and had a most enjoyable time together.
God bless,
Simon Gale
Debden Pentecostal Church : www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk

Coffee Morning
Why not drop in to the Wednesday coffee morning for a cup of coffee (or tea), a
biscuit and a friendly chat with others from the village?
Everyone is welcome and it’s free!
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
Weekly Programme

Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be no Sunday Evening services until
the evenings are lighter

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 10.15 to
11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church.
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Debden Local History Recorders Group News
The spring talk originally intended for March has had to be postponed to the end of
April because of the Speaker’s unforeseen family problems.
The talk, entitled “Brightening from the East: Alternative Communities in Essex in
the Twentieth Century” will now take place on Wednesday 29th April at 8pm in the
Village Hall. Our speaker is the distinguished writer and social historian Ken Worpole, who will be talking about communitarian settlements in Essex from the end of
the 19th Century to the present day.

Ken has spent many years researching ‘back to the land’ and utopian experiments
in our County, including The Adelphi Centre, The Maylandsea Colony, Frating Hall
Farm, the Othona Community on the Dengie marshes, the Salvation Army’s Hadleigh colony near Southend and many land settlements at Ardleigh.
For some reason Essex has a history of attracting somewhat innovative schemes
such as these. England’s first nudist colony, called Moonella, was opened at Wickford in 1924. These communities involved people such as John Middleton Murry,
George Lansbury, George Orwell, Vera Brittain and her daughter Shirley Williams,
and drew their inspiration from Christian socialism, pacifism, evangelical rehabilitation settlements, as well as early environmental concerns with dedicated land stewardship.
Ken has written a number of books on the subject, including 350 Miles: An Essex
Journey (2005), The New English Landscape (2013), New Jerusalem: the good city
and the good society (2016) and his essay, 'The Road to Othona' in Radical Essex
(2018).
In this talk he will ask what we can learn from these 'experiments in living' in today's
conflicted times. More details will follow in the April Parish Pump
Elisabeth Blackie

Pedal for The J’s 2020 - Sunday 3rd May
The popular annual cycle ride, Pedal for The J’s, is returning to Chelmsford on Sunday 3rd May. Cyclists have a choice of three rides - 15, 35 and 50 miles - through
the beautiful local countryside, all starting and finishing in Admirals Park.
The ride raises money for The J’s - part of the Havens Hospices charity - which supports young adults with complex or incurable conditions and their families across
Essex.
Pedal for The J’s appeals to people looking for a relaxing, scenic ride as well as
experienced teams from cycling clubs. Last year, around 900 keen cyclists signed
up and raised just over £31,500 which helped to pay for a range of services including tailored nursing and emotional care, advice and social activities.
Organisers at Havens Hospices are hoping to see 1,000 bicycles at the start line on
3rd May and they are very grateful to Beaulieu in Chelmsford for sponsoring this
event for the sixth time. Sign up now at www.havenshospices.org.uk/pedal
Heather Baldwin
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VE DAY 75th Anniversary Celebrations
Debden Village Fete, 1940s Evening Dance &
Supper and Scarecrow Competition 2020
Spanning two days - Sat 9th and Sun 10th May, Bank

Holiday 2020 is going to be an amazing weekend! We are all very
excited here on the committee.

Evening Dance & Supper tickets are on sale now at £30
each. To buy, contact Steph Watson. Tickets are limited to 200 and will sell out
quickly, so bag them now!

We need some help! If you have any vintage dinner plates, bowls, jugs, teapots,
side plates, cups & saucers, cutlery, or trays - (all pre 1970s) and you don’t want
them anymore they could be used for the vintage teas. We would also welcome any
vintage items that may be lurking in the shed or attic. Old suitcases, tea chests, fruit
or wooden boxes, push-bikes, vintage radios, baskets, etc - these will be used to
dress the marquee and can be returned after the event. If you have any unwanted
mugs we need them for a sweet tombola! Contact April Gardner

We also need help with setting up, clearing away and running stalls and activities
(tombola, plant sale, books, dog show, pony rides, flowers, dressing the tents, fancy
dress comp, etc.) Setting up will start on Thurs. 7th and Friday 8th if you have any
spare time, it would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to have your own stall (e.g. arts, crafts, goods) a pitch is £10. Spaces will be limited. Contact Steph Watson
If you have a vintage or classic vehicle (pre 1980’s) and would like to take part in the
display please contact Clive Bunting

REMEMBER! Entries for the Scarecrow competition close on Tuesday 31 st March,
2020. Please see the enclosed entry form or contact Marion Bamfield on 01799
540786.

Contacts:
Fete: Steph Watson: T: 01799 540721 • E: swatson@debden.org
Scarecrow Competition: Marion Bamfield: T: 07732 400 315
E: m.bamfield@jointequity.uk
Vintage Crocs, Bunting and anything else: April Gardner:
T: 01799 542288 • E: agardner@debden.org.
Vintage & Classic vehicles: Clive Bunting: T: 01799 542239
E: clivecbmowers@hotmail.com
Funds raised will go to Debden New Village Hall and the Felix Fund
bomb disposal charity.
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase

Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk

IA N

ABRAMS

A J Pest Control Ltd

CHARTERED ARCHITECT

Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control

for a complete
architectural service

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles,
Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

18 The Maltings
Station Road
Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN
Tel :01799 543533
Fax:01799 543653

01799 542505

ian@abrams.uk.com

07855 478824

www.ian-abramsarchitects.co.uk

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery

Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website

www.mercertrees.co.uk
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Article from Mercer and Hughes
So long and thanks for all the fish….
...as Douglas Adams said! The news this month is that this will be my last article for
the Parish Pump on behalf of Mercer and Hughes as I shall be retiring on 31st
March. I shall be relaunching as a holistic vet running my own business but this will
be in the Lake District where we will be moving later in the year. I will also have
more time there to concentrate on my poetry writing.
I have been with M&H since I graduated in 1989 which is unusual these days
and I became a partner in 1992. When
I started work, we were a mixed practice and life did seem a bit ‘James Herriot’ at times, struggling to corner a pig
with a couple of hurdles and a bit of old
baler twine, running across fields after
cows, or running back across fields
being chased by cows! However, life
did seem simpler and although hard
work, thoroughly enjoyable.

Over the years the practice has grown
considerably and now consists of four
branches and around sixty employees.
The time of a partner is often taken up
with management issues, so, although
incredibly sad to be leaving the only
place I’ve ever worked as a vet, I shall
be happy never having to do another
risk assessment or sit down to an inbox
full of e-mails every day!

Ilse and a kestrel eye each other up

The aspect of the job that has given me consistent satisfaction however is you the
clients, and your animals. However stressful the day, it all pales into insignificance
when you get to cuddle a puppy or get your ear licked, or someone says ‘thank you,
you made a difference’. There are some I shall remember until the end of my days
so thank you for a lifetime of memories.
It would be lovely to see some of you if you want to pop in and say goodbye or
even have a chat if you see us in the garden down Church Lane. I have lived in the
village for 26 years and before that in Debden Green so have a lot of personal happy memories as well as the best of friends in the village. It will be sad to go, but
there are mountains to climb and poems to write…

Ilse and her family will be much missed in the village, and we wish them every happiness in their new home. Perhaps Ilse might find time to send in the occasional
article about her experiences as a holistic vet in the Lake District? Our very own
James Herriot! - Ed
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Airport

Essex Police 101 non emergency

Debden Clubs

(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO is open)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
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EVENTS DIARY 2020
March
Thursday 5th

FODS Quiz and curry night, Yuva

7.30pm

Saturday 14th

Mental health first aid workshop, village hall

morning

Saturday 14th

Family fun morning, Carver Barracks

10 - 11.30
am

Saturday 21st

Jumble sale, Village Hall

2-4pm

Saturday 28th

Debden’s Got Talent, Village Hall

7pm

Wednesday 22nd

Annual Village Assembly, Village Hall

8pm

Monday 27th

Parish Pump AGM, Debden Church New Room 8pm

April

May
Saturday 9th

Debden Fete , scarecrow competition and
1940’s evening dance and supper, recreation
ground

Sunday 10th

Scarecrow competition and vintage teas, recreation ground

June
Sat/Sun 21/22

Open Gardens Debden

1 - 5pm

Judging of 2020 Potato competition

12 - 6pm

Evening prize giving, The Plough

7pm

July
Saturday 18th
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Recipe of the Month

Cream of Jerusalem artichoke soup - Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall

Throw these humble ingredients into a pot and the resulting soup is really very
classy. Especially when served with pesto. Serves six.
50g unsalted butter
1kg Jerusalem artichokes, peeled and cubed
350g leeks, washed and finely sliced
100g potato, peeled and cubed
1 medium onion, diced
2 garlic cloves, minced
Good splash of brandy - circa 100 ml
1.6 litres chicken or vegetable stock
100ml double cream

Salt and pepper
Rapeseed oil, to finish (optional)
Method: In large, heavy-based saucepan, melt the butter over a low heat, then gently sweat all the vegetables until soft - about 20 minutes. Add a good splash of brandy at this stage, let it burn off a little and then add the stock, bring to a boil, then
lower the heat and simmer, partially covered, for 20 to 30 minutes, until the artichokes can be easily mashed against the side of the pan with the back of a wooden
spoon. Leave to cool slightly.
Liquidise the soup until smooth (you may need to do this in batches), then return to
the pot. Warm over a medium heat, add the cream and season generously. Serve
in warmed bowls, topped with a spoonful of pesto, and finish with a swirl of rapeseed oil.
Tried and tested by Sara Walsh
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