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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Helen Tate

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue (There will be no increase in rates for the coming year)
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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Quarter page £10.00
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From the Editor
So much has happened over the past few weeks. Last month all we had to
complain about was the weather, and now, due to the Covid-19 virus, we
are facing a global catastrophe the likes of which we have never known.
Many people have died, and we are faced with social isolation and economic hardship, with job losses and a Health Service strained beyond its
limits.
On a more positive note, this will not last forever, and if we are all careful
we can avoid catching the virus and passing it on to vulnerable people.
Debden Villagers are rallying together with offers of help, demonstrating
the strength of our community spirit. Please see p24 for a list of useful contact numbers and websites. The Revd John Saxon is co- ordinating offers
of help from volunteers willing to lend a hand around the village. Using
known local volunteers reduces the risk of the elderly or vulnerable being
taken advantage of by unscrupulous people (see article on p10 warning of
scammers).
It’s excellent news that the shop may be re-opening sooner than planned
and may play its part as an important hub in the village. Good news, too,
that the Plough is still in business, with a home delivery service.
Following the Public Consultation we look forward to hearing the results of
the precept vote; hopefully we can move on with plans for a new hall.
Unfortunately many events have had to be postponed or cancelled due to
Government policy at this time. However, I have no doubt that Debden
residents are looking forward to taking part in a series of wild celebrations
when our lives get back to normal again!

Meanwhile, stay safe and healthy.
Kathy

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
Coloner Garcia Letter

12

Debden History Recorders Talk

34

Debden Church News

26

Michael Gilder Obituary

35

Pentecostal News

30

Debden Rises to the Challenge

42

3

Debden Parish Pump

April 2020
Parish Council News

Community spirit & Covid-19
Over the coming weeks, in the light of coronavirus, community spirit will be more
important than ever. We know Debden will pull together and look out for the vulnerable and elderly within our community. If you feel you may need support in the
coming weeks, or would like to offer to help in any way, please contact Reverend
Saxon on 01799 541619. Uttlesford District Council has compiled a list of links to
trusted sources to help stay informed – see www.uttlesford.gov.uk/coronavirus

Litter pick
The litter pick has been postponed until September.

Precept Consultation
The precept consultation closed on March 20th. See insert for latest news. Results of the consultation are available on the Residents Facebook Page, Debden.org and on Parish notice boards.

MoD grant
At the March Parish council meeting a resident commented that recent letters containing inflammatory statements to the local press regarding the hall project did the
whole village a disservice. This statement was supported by both the Parish
Council and District Councillor. In light of this negative publicity the Head of Establishment at Carver Barracks is concerned about reputational impact on the MoD
and Carver Barracks Wimbish and has stipulated that all further communication
about the project is to be directed through UDC.

Parish Meeting, March 12th
7 residents called a Parish Meeting at the church to discuss the proposal of building a new village hall on the current site. A discussion regarding the two proposed
village hall plans ensued and the Parish Council would like to thank Reverend
John Saxon for his moderation of the discussion. 10 residents then called for a
Parish Poll to be conducted by UDC on the following question: “Do you support the
building of a village hall for Debden on the current site.” The cost of this poll will be
in the region of £1000 to be borne by the Parish council. The results of a Poll are
non-binding. The Parish Council chairman urged the group responsible to provide
the Village Hall Trustees with the information required to fully assess the viability of
this alternative proposal before the cost of a poll is imposed on the Parish.

Village Assembly, April 22nd 7.30pm
At the time of going to press we are still hoping the village assembly will go ahead.
We will be monitoring government advice regarding Public Meetings and will update you if this changes.
.
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Pavilion
It was agreed at the March meeting that the PC should apply for outline permission
for a new pavilion adjacent to the new village hall site, in line with the terms of the
Mediation Settlement agreement

Planning applications
UTT/20/0193/FUL Land south of Wisteria House, Henham Road, Debden Green
Alterations to plans approved under UTT/19/2048/FUL (revision to plot 1 approved
under UTT/15/1103/DFO

Comments:
The application was originally submitted in 2015. Since then there have been a significant number of alterations and each revision has increased the size of the property. It is out of keeping with the area.
UTT/20/0264/OP Land to the west of Thaxted Road
Outline permission with all matters reserved except access for the erection of 25
private and affordable dwellings.

Comments:
A letter will be sent to the Case Officer advising that the application is flawed because parts of the submission are incorrect, namely, the Statement of Community
Involvement refers to the previous application for 36 houses (there has been no
consultation with the village as yet on the current application) and in the Design and
Access Statement the access is shown incorrectly (it is in the same location as the
original plan). Please see full minutes for additional objections raised by the Parish
Council. The chairman reiterated that the village would be consulted if full planning
is submitted.
UTT/20/0365/FUL Fox Cottage, Water Lane
Proposed residential dwelling with new access to highway

Comments:
The proposed access is dangerous and is in very close proximity to the junction at
the bottom of Ivy Todd Hill.
UTT/20/0376/FUL Recreation Ground, Mill Road
Demolition of existing pavilion and village hall (retaining village shop) and the erection of a new village hall and associated car park)

Comments:
The Parish Council is supportive of the application.

Appeals
APP/C1570/W/19/3241323 Land to the north of Henham Road, Debden Green dismissed.
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Food served five days a week, freshly prepared in our
kitchen using local produce, from pub favourites to
chef’s daily specials
Variety of real ales from a range of local breweries
Events, parties and group meals catered
Quiz night on the 3rd Wednesday of every month
Opening hours:

Tue: 5-11
Wed/Thu: 12-3, 5-11
Fri: 12-12
Sat:12-11
Sun:12-10
Tel: (01799) 541899
E-mail: debdenplough@gmail.com
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Letters
This Village Hall idea might float
Brexit and the ending of EU bureaucracy has given me an idea for a site
for the new village hall that might end all the wrangling. It would not involve acquiring land and would be in line with Boris Johnson’s determination to preserve UK territorial waters.

My plan is for the village to acquire a Dutch barge and moor it on the village pond. As a barge, it would be exempt from planning permission due
to the fact that it is a moveable vessel. It could be purchased for a reasonable sum, and given the long association between barges and the waterways of Essex and Suffolk, would add historical authenticity.
Health and safety would have to be observed so, after launching, it would
have to be properly moored. As dockside mooring cleats might need planning permission, it would be securely anchored with additional anchors
ready to be deployed in the Yuva car park in the event of storm conditions:
this would prevent the vessel floating down Church Lane and interrupting
the services at St Mary’s Church. A secure gangplank would provide
access and all visitors would be required to wear life jackets. A life raft
would be available alongside the village defibrillator.
A Dutch barge would be large enough to accommodate existing hall user
groups. The dance group might be asked to add the sailor’s hornpipe to
their usual routine, the pilates class could exercise in the rigging and joggers could use the promenade deck. The post office could be secured in
the brig and the meagre rations normally kept aboard a barge could stock
up the village shop.
The vessel would offer safety in event of flooding due to climate change,
and it could fly the yellow (“Q”) flag in the unlikely event that a virus breaks
out aboard.
A village meeting to plan the launch of the barge, provisionally named, the
Jolly Roger, will be held at 11am on Wednesday 1 April in the Village Hall.
Ian McBrow
Found
Oyster card, in the churchyard.
If you think this is yours, please email editors@theparishpump.org
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Kumi Sewing group

The Kumi Sewing Group is continuing to produce Dresses, Shorts and Bags
which are sent out to Kumi Hospital in Uganda where they are received with great
enthusiasm. A big thank you to all the lovely sewing ladies!
Thank you also to the kind residents who continue to donate their unwanted cotton
fabric without which we would struggle to continue.
The buggies that you have donated to be sent out to use as wheelchairs for children are also being well used when they reach their destination, again my thanks to
all who have donated.
The group have also started to make a huge batch of Bunting to be used at the
May village celebrations.
In case you think this is all work and no play, the group is also very good at drinking
tea and eating cake!
Yvonne Sauzier

Lucky to survive
Readers may remember
a story in the September Pump last year
about 1st Lieutenant
Richard Rinebolt, a pilot
with the US 4th Fighter
Group, who survived
after crash landing his
Mustang at RAF Debden while returning from
a sortie.
His daughter, Ann
Brownfield, paid a visit
to the memorials to RAF
Debden and the 4th
Fighter Group last year.
Local resident Steve
Payton, who has an
interest in second world
war history and military
vehicles, sent the story
in the Pump to the 4th Fighter Group whose historian replied with this photograph
of the actual crash, which shows how lucky the pilot was to survive.
MF
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Debden Community Shop
In response to the many questions as to when the village shop might reopen and what is going on, here is a résumé of the situation.
Soon after the closure of Debden Village Shop in December 2018, a new
company, independent of the Parish Council and the Village Hall Trust,
was formed with a view to taking on the running of the shop. This company, Debden Community Shop Limited, is a company limited by guarantee
and a not-for-profit undertaking. Membership of the Company, with a right
to elect the Directors at an Annual General Meeting, is open to all living in
the village and as soon as it is certain that the shop can begin to trade,
applications for membership will be invited. The intention is that Debden
Community Shop Limited is a community owned organisation working for
the benefit of the community, not just for it’s members or any individuals.
One of the first actions of the Company was to arrange insurance (which
lapsed when Debden Village Shop closed) and an electricity supply contract which enabled the post office to function. Through fund raising and
even more from generous corporate and individual donations, the Company has been able to cover these costs and build up a reserve for stock
purchases when the time comes, including acquiring stock and fittings
from the former Debden Village Shop. So, when will the time come?
Currently, the Village Hall Trust owns the land and shop premises on it.
The Village Hall Trust has specific charitable objectives and cannot allow
commercial or other activities, which are outside it’s charitable objectives,
unless there is a proper agreement in place. That sounds a simple task,
but the shop site is caught up in the potential land swap, and agreeing legal terms which are favourable for the future of the shop (which all parties
want) and which will not frustrate the land swap, is proving very difficult.
The Directors of the Company and the Trustees of the Village Hall Trust
have been working on this for months, and there have been several false
starts. Thanks to the forbearance of the Village Hall Trust; the support of
the Company, and the hard work of Karen Alexander, the post office has
remained open.
As soon as all issues have been cleared, a lease will be put in place and
the Company management team (all volunteers) will then need a few
weeks to stock the shop and open for business. We will then look to increase the membership of the Company and the volunteer team so that
we have a shop owned and run by and for the benefit of the whole community of Debden. In the meantime, all parties need everyone’s patience
and support.
Arthur Davey
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Beware of scams

There are a number of scams circulating in the community which prey on vulnerable
people during the current situation. Please be vigilant and make sure you always
confirm someone’s identity. Do not click on email or text links from people you don’t
know.
The majority of reports are related to online shopping scams where people have
ordered protective face masks, hand sanitiser and other coronavirus related items
at over inflated prices, or which have never arrived.
Do not open the door to anyone claiming to be from the government or any other
medical service who say they are doing Covid-19 home testing. THERE IS NO
DOOR TO DOOR TESTING. These criminals use this to gain access to your property.
The Department for Education are warning that fraudsters are targeting families by
emailing parents and carers with messages such as ‘If your child is entitled to free
school meals send your bank details to the school and they will help with funding
while the school is closed’ The email contains links for parents to follow if they want
to receive this funding - these links are fake.
Do reach out to neighbours who may be self isolating through illness or age and ask
them not to give out their card details or pin numbers to anyone, including helpful
people on the phone. These are extraordinary times and perfect for opportunists.
Please report scams to Essex Trading Standards on 0808 2231133

VE Day Commemoration Events cancelled
I am really sorry to have to advise you all that the Debden VE Day Commemoration Events, planned for Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th May, have been CANCELLED owing to increased risks arising as a result of the Corona Virus outbreak.
We have given this a lot of thought but the risks we identified, coupled with the
advice from HM Government today that people should not socialise or attend pubs,
restaurants etc, was the final straw.
We have not yet discussed the detail but none of us want to throw away what we
have already done to put together a really exciting package of events and we will
set a date for these events to take place, on a date to be agreed, next year.

So it is a postponement rather than a cancellation, really. Still regrettable but, in
our view, entirely unavoidable.
Steph Watson
Debden Parish Council
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A warm welcome to Councillor Stewart Luck who’ll be sharing Councillors’
reports every month to Debden residents through the Parish Pump. Let’s hear
what he has to say …
Firstly, thanks to the editors of the Pump who have kindly
agreed that the District Council should have a regular page in
the magazine to communicate with you on important topics.
So what is the purpose of the District Councillor? Well, we
councillors are all volunteers who have been elected by you, the
residents, to make our community a great place to live, work
and get things done! Some of us have more time to dedicate
than others but I hope we all serve for the same reason.
All councillors are bound by procedures and accountability. To
learn about that in more detail, it might be worth us all searching the web and looking at “The Good Councillors’ Guide” booklet produced by the National Association
of Local Councils (NALC).
In Gt Dunmow, we have the Essex Association of Local Councils office, (ELAC) and
residents can go to them for advice if they are not satisfied with answers given by
our Parish Council or the Clerk who is the Responsible Officer. Under the “Quality
Council” scheme run by ELAC, minimum standards are set, continuous improvement is encouraged and benchmarks for excellence are set.
Of course, problems do occur, even in a well-run Parish Council. If you have been
to recent Parish Council meetings you will have seen that controversy can disrupt
the smooth flow of meetings, leading to confusion, stress and dissatisfaction.
On the other hand, a well-run Parish Council showcases democracy at its best. We
need you to work with us and support us. So please do come to village meetings, to
make your voice heard – while bearing in mind, of course, that other residents might
have opposing views.
We should always respect that a majority vote decides matters, with the Chairman
normally having a casting vote. Coming to a consensus on village affairs is important otherwise we can end up making no decisions at all – our 23 year wait for a
new village hall being a case in point!
I’m happy to be representing you all, even if sometimes I have to participate in making difficult decisions, such as on Stansted airport planning and the “Local Plan”.
But I need your views, your advice and your help.
Are we going to regenerate Debden and show we are a progressive community
working as one for the good of all? If you share that aim, please come to the annual
Village Assembly in April.
Best wishes,
Cllr Stewart Luck
Got a question? Email me at Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk, call 07974188395
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Letter regarding the Village Hall situation from Colonel Garcia
Dear Residents of Debden & Debden Green,
By way of a belated introduction. I am Lt Col Mick Garcia MBE and I assumed
Command as Head of Establishment for Carver Barracks Wimbish in Jun 2019,
from my predecessor Lt Col George Cormack, whom I’m sure most of you would
have met during his tenure. I will be in this appointment until retirement in early
2022 at which point, I plan to settle with my family in this lovely area. I have had
various unofficial and official meetings with some of you already regarding various
community projects that have been ‘bubbling’ away for some considerable time.
I have recently had to make the very difficult decision to step away from one of
those projects, namely the New Village Hall (V.H).
When I took over as Commanding Officer in Jun 2019, I was given a brief summary of the difficult situation in relation to the building of the V.H. and, obviously,
realised very early on that I must remain neutral and impartial to try to manage the
situation whilst trying to help move things along. It became very apparent in a short
space of time that this was not an easy problem to solve as many legal and bureaucratic obstacles were entangled in the situation without the obvious difficulties
of the various personalities involved since its inception in 2015.
The MOD contacted me in the Autumn of last year and expressed their concern
that conditions imposed by the MOD, initially in 2015 (when the grant money was
handed over) and then in 2017 (at the mediation process) were not being met. To
put this into perspective, a completion date was originally agreed as Aug 2017.
This date came and went, and mediation followed.
Naively, I was hoping that by placing a deadline on the village for the construction
that we might have some traction and the concept of ‘all’ working towards one
common goal. Having realised, despite all my efforts that this is not possible and,
with recent events including articles in the local papers that could possibly damage
the reputation of the MOD and more importantly Carver Barracks, I have, therefore, stepped away from any further involvement in the Debden Village Hall activities. Any further communication in respect of this project must be directed only
through UDC and not individually directly back to the Director of Grant.
The decision on whether the funding will be redistributed or not now rests with the
Armed Forces Covenant team.
I hope you all understand that both myself and my predecessors and the Covenant
team have been more than reasonable over the last 5 years but with so little progress made, the situation has now become untenable. But, please understand,
that Carver Barracks has not severed all contact with the village of Debden and we
hope to continue a long and fruitful relationship.
I wish you all the very best of luck with the project.

Colonel Mick Garcia
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Debden Village Hall Trust

The Trustees of Debden Village Hall Trust are looking for potential new Trustees,
especially those with the following specialist skills, Finance & Project Management.
We would also love to hear from the younger generation as they will inherit the village hall in the future. These are exciting times to be a part of the biggest change in
the village for a generation.
Please take a look at the Charity Commission web site:
www.charitycommission.gov.uk and give me a call or any of the other Trustees for
an informal no obligation chat, we look forward to speaking to you.
Richard P Cawte, Chairman, Debden Village Hall Trust (01799) 543 048
The Annual General Meeting of the Debden Village Hall Trust is on Monday 20 th
April 2020 at 8-15 pm in the Village Hall.

Debden Lunch Club
Sadly the March meeting had to be cancelled. For various
reasons, it is unlikely that the next meeting will take place
either, but we will make a final decision at the beginning of
April. With sincere apologies for the uncertainty. Normal service will be resumed as soon as possible!

Congratulations
To Lucy and Rob Gunn
on their marriage in
Banff, Canada
29/02/2020
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

Brighten up your Thursdays

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.
It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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News from Debden School
We were delighted to return to school after the half-term break to find it transformed! The holidays have brought many exciting developments within our school
building, that have really uplifted the whole environment.
Firstly, a huge thank you to parents, Mr and Mrs Belchambers and their army of
parent/governor volunteers, who spent three days of the holidays painting around
the school. Not only did they manage to fully repaint three whole classrooms, they
also did a fantastic job! The Ducklings, Minnows and Frogs children were delighted
to return to their classrooms looking beautiful and gleaming. We are so grateful to
these kind volunteers for giving up their time towards helping our school look even
more beautiful. A special thanks to Mrs Belchambers for organising the whole project.
Our very own office staff Mrs Dale
and Mrs Arundell were also been
busy over the holidays. Having
noticed that the first demountable
(used for the peripatetic music
sessions) was long due a cleanup, they spent a day transforming
it into the ‘Debden Primary Academy Music Suite!’ They hired a skip
and cleared out all of the old and
unwanted items that had gathered
over the years, gave the room a
thorough cleaning, and put up
Margaret and Jane
some highly stimulating displays
(for example famous composers,
musical instruments, etc.). It has
also been kitted out with all of our music equipment that had been stored away in
recent times. It looks fantastic, and I know that the children who have had their music lessons this week have found it to be a really engaging place to learn. Our classes will also be going over to the room for their curriculum music lessons in the near
future.
Our wellbeing garden is also beginning to take shape! Just before half
term, we had managed to secure a
grant to have the old, broken concrete floor of the old courtyard resurfaced. Therefore, our freelance caretaker (Mr Richard Cawte) has been
in clearing away the old concrete
and boxes, preparing a wooden bed,
and laying down new woodchips. It
already looks so much more aesthetically-pleasing, and we are looking forward to sharing more developments regarding this area with you
as they happen. The dream of our

wellbeing garden is one step closer!
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Finally, Mrs Magness (our resident artist) has been in the school beginning work on
some murals that will illuminate some of our wall spaces. She has begun work on
the wall outside the Kingfishers classroom already – I have seen the designs and
know that this will look amazing when it is completed!
In other news, the children have settled back into school life seamlessly after our
recent half term. Our collective worship theme for the next couple of weeks is patience, a value that the children have been really endeavouring to embrace around
the school. This has been a value that we have been looking forward to addressing
with the children – some of whom can occasionally have difficulty waiting in a polite
and calm manner! It has been pleasing to watch the children turn-taking and dealing
with delays and setbacks appropriately throughout the week, both in their classes
and at playtime. We will be exploring this theme further over the next week.
One more thing to mention before I sign off – we celebrated World Book Day on
March 4. Various reading related activities took part during the day and the children
dressed up as their favourite book character. There were some fantastic outfits and
we had a hugely enjoyable day, sharing stories and swapping old books for new.
Matt Hawley
Head of School

The Steaming Gourmet
Good food, good booze and good company
A new experience for us, having been to the Cinema in Bishops Stortford we came
across Dough & Co in the arcade at the entrance to the cinema.
The style of the place is rustic, the menu consisted of pizzas and pasta dishes which was
comprehensive. The drinks menu is also comprehensive with something for everyone, the
beer is all bottled but a good range including
Adnams Ales.
The service was very good and efficient even
though the restaurant was very busy.
We had 2 different pizzas which we shared
both with fresh tasty toppings and a fresh thin
base which was excellent, all cooked in the
wood fired ovens. As we did not have starters
we thought it would be rude not to have
desserts which were fresh and tasty.
A good experience and one to file away for
your next cinema trip or if you are stuck at the
station awaiting a lift home.
Dough & Co, 2 Anchor Street, Bishops Stortford. CM23 3BP.
Telephone: 01279 758 127
Perhaps one to try when things get back to normal? They do takeaways too -Ed

23

Debden Parish Pump

April 2020

Useful contacts during the coronavirus emergency
Here are some useful contacts for advice from local authority services and help locally with shopping, errands and facilities. What
these services can offer may change in line with new government
advice:
Official announcements and advice: Important news and announcements from Debden Parish Council will be published on Debden.org
Also keep an eye on the Debden residents’ Facebook site.
Another good facebook page is: Saffron Walden & villages Covid19 Mutual Aid group
Need a hand? Local volunteers can be contacted through the Revd
John Saxon, Assistant Curate at St Mary’s Church, Saffron Walden
and Villages Team ministry:
Tel: (01799) 541619. Email: debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com
Also, Debden Parish Council: Cllr Charlotte Diggins. Tel: (01799)
541270. Email: cdiggins@debden.org You should have received a
leaflet from Debden Parish Council explaining how you can request
help for shopping and prescriptions or just to have a chat.
The Plough home deliveries: Tel: (01799) 541899. Wed-Sat 12-2pm
and 5-9pm, Sun 12-3pm.
Milk deliveries, Mr Milk: 07539 433565
Newspaper deliveries, Wayletts, Thaxted: 01371 830337
Meat deliveries, Burtons Butchers: (01799) 522270
Grocery deliveries (within 5 miles of Newport), Newport Village
Stores: (01799 541991)
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Support for housebound: Uttlesford’s ‘Frontline’ offers a wide range
of services and local businesses offering support to those who are
self-isolating or housebound, as well as links to other useful websites with information about local shops.
Factsheet at: https://www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk/FreshFiles/
COVID_Housebound_factsheet_March_2020_v!.pdf
Further help with food, medicines, advice and befriending is offered by Uttlesford Community Response Team on 03333 408218
8am to 8pm Mon to Fri.
Uttlesford Citizens Advice offers trained advisers who can provide
free advice on benefits, employment rights, debt and budgeting
and emergency financial support: (01799) 618840 or email bureau@uttlesfordcab.org.uk

For local information about coronavirus and steps you should take:
Uttlesford District Council’s website signposts trusted sources of
info: uttlesford.gov.uk/coronavirus
Latest Government announcements and advice: gov.uk/
coronavirus You can register on this site to receive the latest updates by email.
Latest news: BBC.co.uk/coronavirus
If you have further information on useful contacts, please post
them on the Debden residents’ Facebook page or pass the information to the Revd John Saxon or Cllr Diggins (see above).
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
I wrote last month of the season of Lent being a period of selfexamination. Whatever is going on in our private lives, it seems
there is much to reflect on in the world around us. There is the
coronavirus contagion that dominates the news headlines at
every term and the tightening guidelines to help stop its spread throughout our nation and of course the world. As I write, I am just beginning to hear of people selecting to self-isolate in response to guidance being given. By the time you read this, I
expect there will be more stringent measures being advised.
More locally, the angst about the new village hall project is still causing real division
within the community. The plans for a new hall date back many years – well before
my time here. But it seems from the many and varied views shared with me about
the cause of the problems there are almost as many ideas about how things ought
to be resolved! A repeating theme I have heard shared is that this ongoing controversy has spoiled our community life together and that many have lost faith and
support for any of the current plans and proposals.
A bible reading I used at a Sunday service recently was John 9:1-12. It is the story
of a man born blind being healed by Jesus. The religious leaders looking on
seemed more interested in what the ‘sin’ was that caused the blindness and where
the authority of Jesus to heal came from, rather than the miracle of restored sight
itself.
This is a good message for us too. Sometimes, we are like the religious leaders
and can be too focused on the cause of the problem -the ‘why has this happened?’
question. Whereas we should be more focused on our response – the ‘what shall I
do, how should I respond?’ question, which of course is what Jesus focuses on and
brings healing to the man.
As a community, we need to come together perhaps like never before. On the one
hand to support and care for one another because of the Coronavirus outbreak and
on the other hand to bring reconciliation, healing and co-operation to build a new
village hall before the old one collapses.
Easter will soon be upon us with its powerful message of hope and new life through
the resurrection of Jesus. As a person of faith, I haven’t got all the answers to the
many why questions we may have (Why are there horrible viruses? Why can’t the
village come together to build a new hall?). However, in faith I can claim the hope
we have in the message of Easter with the possibility of abundant new life as Jesus
promised here and now (John 10:10). I pray with Easter hope that as a community
we may stay well and prevail against the corona virus. Also, that we would soon
find reconciliation between us and the endeavour to build a new hall to serve the
village as faithfully and as well as the current one.
Easter blessings

Rev’d John Saxon
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Cancellation of services during the Coronavirus epidemic
In conformity with the edict from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
on Tuesday 17th March 2020, regular services at this church have been
suspended until further notice.
Following the latest advice about coronavirus, Debden Church will be
closed until further notice. Although the church has been open for many
years on weekdays for private prayer and reflection, we have taken this
difficult decision to close our doors for this period of time.
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and
doctor’s or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or in his absence, the churchwardens.
Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619
Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164

Apology
I apologise if allowing the church to be used for a parish meeting recently gave
the impression the church was expressing an opinion about any of the village hall
project plans. Whereas individual church members naturally have personal
views, the church as an organisation is neutral. The New Room and Church has
been used for public gatherings before and is in this context it was used for the
parish meeting.
I am sorry for any confusion and anxiety this may have caused.
Rev’d John Saxon

Church Mice
Church Mice will meet in the New Room on Monday 27th April - 10.00 - 11.30.
All children 0-5 along with parents, carers and grandparents are welcome to join
us for a time of stories, songs, activities, games and refreshments.
Ursula Lyons
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Service with a smile!

Rosie Connolly delivers a fresh meal from The Plough, Debden
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,

Easter is a time of great significance as
we remember Christ’s death on the
cross and his resurrection back to life.
To us, this is not just a fascinating story
from the Bible but a pivotal moment in
the history of the world. Jesus, the Son
of God dies that we might be forgiven
and restored to a knowledge and relationship with God. Isaiah the prophet
looked ahead to this event some 700
years before it took place, writing in the
book of Isaiah chapter 53 verse 6:
All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity (wrong thoughts and actions) of us all. He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened
not his mouth.

Christ suffered more that we can imagine, that we might be forgiven. The
wonderful news of Easter is that Christ was then raised from the dead,
was seen by many witnesses and then ascended to heaven.
May the Risen Christ of the cross bring you peace and joy this Easter!
Our evening services will be starting up again, on the third Sunday of
each month, as from April 19th.
God bless,
Simon Gale
Debden Pentecostal Church : www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
Weekly Programme

Sunday

11.00 am Morning Worship
There will be a Sunday Evening service on the
19th April at 6.30pm

Wednesday

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 10.15 to
11.45, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church.

Our once a month Sunday evening services start
again on the 19th April when Yan Hadley will be with
us. A very interesting speaker and always worth
coming to hear. You can find out more about him at
www.newlifeministrytrust.com

Coffee Morning
With the current coronavirus situation we sadly feel it necessary to temporarily suspend our coffee mornings. We will resume as soon as possible
and hope and pray that this will be before too long. Our thoughts and prayers are for everyone in the village that all may be kept safe during this difficult time. Please contact us on the number above if you would like us to
pray for you.
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Debden Local History Recorders Group
BRIGHTENING FROM THE EAST

~ ALTERNATIVE COMMUNITIES IN ESSEX
IN THE 20th CENTURY

<>

What can we learn from these
“experiments in living”
in today’s conflicted times.

<>
Presentation by the Social Historian
Ken Worpole
Wednesday 29th April 2020
8.00 pm
Debden Village Hall

<>
Tickets £ 2.50 Members £ 3.50 Non members
Including refreshments
From the Tourist Information Centre, at the door
or in advance from contacts below

ALL WELCOME
(especially our farmers!)
contact : debdenhistory@btinternet.com
Elisabeth Blackie Tel 01799 540528 or Ursula Lyons Tel 01799 543164
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Michael Gilder

The family are sad to announce
Michael’s death on Tuesday 17th
March in Addenbrookes hospital.

This was after a short illness due
to pneumonia and heart failure.
His wife Jean continues to be
cared for in a residential home in
Felsted. There will be a cremation service for family only in the
coming weeks and a Thanksgiving Service for his life later in the year, that his many friends from the village
would be welcome to join. He was born in Debden in 1932 and lived most
of his life here. His presence among us will be sadly missed.

Rachel Lucas (Granddaughter)
Michael leaves a Jack Russell dog, Cindy, in need of a home as family are
unable to take her in. It would be lovely to find a local home for her so that
occasionally she may be ‘borrowed back’ by the family to visit Jean. Please
call Rachel 07368463659 for offers of help.
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
PAINTING AND
DECORATING
LTD
High quality interior and exterior
redecoration
Woodwork repairs and
replacements
Fascias, soffits and cladding
www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

01799 542385
07885 778213
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase
Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....
We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery

Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting

Firewood and Woodchip Delivered
For free advice and a written
quotation call
01799 520044
Or visit our website

www.mercertrees.co.uk
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The Great British Spring Clean Litter Pick, scheduled for
11th April, has been cancelled
It is now re-scheduled to happen between the dates of
11-27th September 2020
I will still do a litter pick with some gloves and a bin liner in hand as I walk my
dogs across the fields and footpaths over the next few weeks. There is no
reason why others can't do the same. In times of isolation, working from
home, or just getting out with the children at the weekend, it can lift the spirits
whilst doing something pro-active and good for the local environment. Try
and get out and breathe some fresh air once a day, as long as you maintain
a social distance, and you wash your hands afterwards, when you get home.
We have some litter picks if anyone wants to borrow one. I can get them
cleaned with anti bacterial wash and delivered. Please email me if this is
something you would like to do.
We would love to see some photos of your Litter Pick collections on the Facebook Residents Page, in the next issue of the parish pump or you can contact myself or Steph Watson:
agardner@debden.org swatson@debden.org
Let’s stay happy and healthy and look out for one another, during these testing times.
April Gardner
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Airport

Essex Police 101 non emergency

Debden Clubs

(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO is open)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
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Coronavirus (Covid-19)

Debden rises to the challenge
See page 24 for useful contacts, help and advice
This summary of help and services available in Debden to help the community keep safe during the coronavirus was prepared just before the Pump
went to press. The information is as up to date as possible but in a fastmoving situation there may be changes in Government advice and rules
that could affect the information that follows.
Every home in Debden will have received a leaflet in a combined initiative
by St Mary’s Parish Church, Debden, and Debden Parish Council offering
help with shopping, prescription collections, post or simply to have a friendly
chat over the phone.
The Revd John Saxon and Cllr Charlotte Diggins are co-ordinating offers of
help from volunteers willing to lend a hand in the village. Using known local
volunteers reduces the risk of the elderly or vulnerable being taken advantage of.
How to contact this service is explained on p24, along with other useful
phone numbers and website addresses.
This is one way in which Debden has very quickly demonstrated the
strength of its community spirit as we face up to the challenges of coronavirus. Even before the announcement of the government’s draconian
measures to stop the virus spread, including the message ‘stay at home’,
residents were putting cards through the letterboxes of older neighbours or
those living on their own with offers to run errands or collect shopping.
More offers quickly appeared on the residents’ Facebook page and it was
not long before residents were asking what else they could do to make life
as normal as possible and keep people safe.
Pub keeps going
One of the first questions being asked around the village was, ‘how do we
keep the pub going?’ The question was quickly answered as Lizz and Chris
initially launched a home delivery service from The Plough. In the light of
the government’s latest restrictions, the pub will still deliver to homes in
Debden but not offer a take-away service. Further news will be posted on
the residents’ Facebook page or the pub’s website: theploughatdebden.co.uk
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As panic-buying stripped shelves of local supermarkets and ‘social distancing’ and self-isolation became watchwords, many residents voiced the
view that this was the perfect opportunity for the village shop to re-open to
ensure people had access to basic essentials on their doorstep. As the
Pump went to press, plans to open the shop were being urgently examined
as well as practical issues such as finding volunteers who are allowed to
leave home, and how to implement social-distancing to keep customers and
staff safe. These issues may take time to resolve but as the shop committee
points out, life under the coronavirus emergency will last for several months.
Inevitably, events in the village have had to be cancelled. The village fete in
May to mark the 75th anniversary of VE-Day with its 1940s dance and supper, scarecrow competition and events on the recreation ground, has been
postponed. Debden Open Gardens has also been postponed until next year
when, hopefully, life has got back to normal. Bookings for the village hall
have been cancelled too. As all public meetings are now banned, parish
council meetings and the parish assembly next month will not take place.
The children’s playground on the recreation ground has also been closed
under government measures.

Debden is fortunate being surrounded by open space and country walks
where, as the Pump went to press, it was still safe to go for a walk or run
providing you only do so once a day and keep isolated unless you are with
family members.
Round-up, Mike Fairchild
Cancellation/ postponement of Events
due to Coronavirus restrictions

Sadly our Events diary is empty this month due to multiple cancellations.
•

The VE events, including the scarecrow competition, have been
postponed (see Steph Watson’s letter on P9).

•

The Annual Village assembly has been cancelled.

•

Both the Parish Pump and Village Trust AGMs are postponed until
further notice, and Debden Church services have been cancelled.

•

The Open Gardens weekend, planned for June, has also been cancelled.

•

The Debden Litter pick will hopefully go ahead in September.

•

The GOOD news is that the judging of the 2020 Potato Competition
and evening prize giving at the Plough has NOT been cancelled….yet.
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KEEP CALM
AND

WASH
YOUR
HANDS
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