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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue (There will be no increase in rates for the coming year)
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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Quarter page £10.00
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From the Editor
As the implications and ramifications of these very strange times begin to
affect us all, it is clear that Debden, as a village in “lock-down”, is facing the
challenge with its usual resourcefulness and zeal.
Mike Fairchild gives a summary of some of the initiatives taking place in
his review in the centre pages, and wider sources of help are also described again on pages 42 and 43. On page 44 the demise of the Open
Gardens event in June has been re-invented as a requests for photographs of our horticultural efforts throughout the summer. Hopefully this will
both cheer us up, and give credit for the extra attention we may be giving
to our gardens at this time!
Unfortunately at any time, but especially in times of crisis, unscrupulous
folk will try to take advantage of a situation to scam or otherwise swindle
the unwary out of their hard earned money. Stephen Armson-Smith, our
Crime Prevention Tactical Adviser, has alerted us to this fact in his articles
on pages 34 and 35, which are well worth noting. In addition, it may be
worth discussing these scams with anyone you know who may be vulnerable, and encourage them to confide in you before they take any action
which they are not sure about?
News from the Pump Committee is that our Treasurer, Helen Tate, has
decided to step down. So on behalf of us all, many thanks go to her for her
hard work and dedication during her time in office. It is much appreciated.
We are very fortunate that Linda Clarke has agreed to take on the role. So,
welcome Linda, and we look forward to working with you.
Finally, we must continue to thank everyone involved in maintaining a semblance of “normal” life while we are enduring this enforced isolation. From
the excellent and selfless NHS staff, local authority workers, carers, shop
staff, delivery drivers, postmen and women, volunteers and more, to pubs
and restaurants adapting and responding to our needs. We thank you all
from the bottom of our hearts.
Stay safe and Well
Marion
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Parish Council News
Community Response to COVID-19: If you need any help please don’t hesitate to contact either:
Revd. John Saxon Cllr. Charlotte Diggins
Tel: 01799 541619 Tel: 01799 541270
Email: debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com Email: cdiggins@debden.org
The Parish Meeting (April 22nd)
This has been postponed, rescheduled date to be advised.
Parish Council Meeting, 8pm, May 6th 2020
We will be holding a ‘virtual’ Parish Council meeting on May 6th via Zoom. The
link for the meeting will be posted on the Debden Residents Facebook Page, on
Debden.org and on Parish Council Notice boards. All welcome to join. If you are
unable to join the meeting, but have a question, please submit it to the Parish
Clerk: pcclerk@debden.org
Debden PWLB Precept Consultation
A Public Consultation to assess support for the Parish Council to apply for a loan
from the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) for funding in support of a new village
hall for Debden commenced on February 19th at the Parish Council EGM ,and
closed on March 20th. During this time a number of communications were distributed to residents ,and public meetings held. Residents of Debden on the electoral
roll, were offered the opportunity to cast their votes, either in person at the public
consultation meetings, by post to UDC or online. Votes were counted on Monday
23rd March by Cllrs Stuart Walsh, Stephanie Watson and Charlotte Diggins, with
the Rev John Saxon acting as an independent observer of the process.

56% of the votes received were in favour of Debden PC proceeding with
an application to the PWLB, demonstrating majority support. The Parish
Council has therefore taken the necessary steps to progress the loan application.
Planning applications (continued on page 35)

Village Hall Update
New village hall “will meet needs of future generations”
Debden New Village Hall Group has made the following submission
to Uttlesford District Council in response to comments on the planning application for the new village hall:
Debden New Village Hall Group (NVHG), a volunteer organisation which was given
a mandate by the village to build a new village hall, fully supports this application. It
will provide an urgently needed replacement for the existing village hall, which, because of its condition, will not be fit for use within two years
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It will provide improved facilities for a wider range of activities for residents and the
many user groups, some of whose activities are already curtailed because of the
condition of the existing hall. The new building will be slightly larger than the present one to meet the growing needs of current users, and especially those of future
users
The current application reflects the terms of the Mediation Agreement in 2017 between the previous Debden Parish Council and Debden Recreation Ground Trust
(RGT), the Village Hall Trust (VHT), NVHG and the MoD. That agreement arose
from a mediation process facilitated and paid for by UDC in order to end the stalemate over the site for the hall and safeguard the MoD Community Covenant grant.
It stipulated that the new hall would be built on the site of the pavilion, which would
be replaced by a new pavilion on the eastern side of the hall.
That agreement, and any amendments to it made by stakeholder groups, is fully
supported by the new Parish Council, elected in May 2019, and by the new RGT.
The VHT continues to be responsible for design and construction, and the NVHG
for fundraising. The new village hall will be the centrepiece of a wider plan to regenerate and improve the Recreation Ground, with its sports field, tennis courts,
children’s playground and Village Shop and Post Office.
The sports field, mainly used for football, will be unaffected once construction of
the new hall is completed, and enhanced by the construction of a veranda on the
north elevation of the hall to enable sporting activities to be watched. The planning
application for a replacement pavilion meets the requirements of relevant sporting
authorities. The new pavilion will cater for all users of recreation ground facilities.
Once the present hall is demolished, new space will be created so that at least as
much parking provision can be provided as at present, subject to the need to mark
out spaces. The 15 spaces mentioned in the application refers to a regulatory minimum requirement only.

The new hall is designed to complement its open space setting and its specification
meets criteria derived from extensive public consultation and the needs of user
groups. This carefully prepared plan has the full backing of all stakeholder groups
(NVHG, VHT, RGT and Parish Council) and satisfies any necessary permissions of
the Charity Commission. Pending a final decision from the MoD about retention of
the grant, funding to complete the project is in place following the result of a public
consultation that enabled the Parish Council to access a Government loan facility,
if this is required.
Mitigation measures will be introduced to meet any requirements arising from the
bat survey, a stipulation of the ecology report.

In summary, this plan for a new village hall, the only viable scheme supported by
all stakeholder groups, meets the needs of the Debden community, and generations to come. The New Village Hall Group urges UDC’s Planning Officers to grant
permission.
Michael Fairchild, Chairman, Debden New Village Hall Group
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The Plough Takeaway & Shop
Opening hours:
Wed-Sat 12-2pm, 5-9pm & Sun 12-3pm
Please find our takeaway menu, plus updates and
more information, on our Facebook page (you don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access!)
Please order by phone and give us as much notice as
possible for your takeaway orders to help us with ordering, preparation, and to help keep our phone line
free during peak times!
TAKEAWAY DRINKS AVAILABLE

Our doors are still open but we are allowing a maximum of 3 customers on the premises at a time. Cash
and card payments taken.
Need help with shopping?
We are stocking basic groceries such as bread, milk,
eggs, flour etc daily. For fresh fruit, vegetables and
most other groceries, we can take advance orders for
collection within 48 hours (subject to availability).
We can deliver within the village if you are selfisolating.
01799 541899
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Letters

Well done to our local facilities, including The Plough, Yuva and the
Post Office, for keeping going during this time of uncertainty. Let’s
not forget Louis, our postman, who is about to retire.
Despite Mr Davey’s report in last month’s Pump, how disappointing
that Debden could not rise to the challenge of opening its long defunct village shop, even on a basic and temporary basis, during this
time. Surely there cannot have been an occasion since the shop
first opened when it has been more needed.?
Add to this the potential withdrawal of the MOD grant for a new village hall, I know I am not alone in becoming disheartened by Debden’s lack of ability to make things happen, even in times of crisis.
Yours
Andrew Jenkins
Causeway Cottage, Deynes Road.

Michael Gilder
TO Debden Village Residents, YUVA & The Plough.
Thank you so much for everyone’s support, and also your donations
towards my granddad’s funeral. With all of your help, we have managed to raise the amount needed to give Michael Gilder the send of
he deserves,
Due to the current situation, a memorial service will be held on a future date at either the Pentecostal Church or at St Mary’s Church.
When we have an agreed date we will confirm this with you all.
Stay safe, and thanks again.
Rachel Lucas ( granddaughter )
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PROGRESSIVE SUPPER
In these strange times we are hoping very much that our lovely village progressive supper will again take place next January, giving
us another special reason to get together and thank our neighbours
for the wonderful community spirit that has been shown by so many
these last few weeks.

Some of you may have read comments made recently in the Saffron
Walden Reporter regarding this event. We would just like to clarify
that the references as to how the Progressive Supper is organised
are, in fact, incorrect. We have organised this successful event for
the past two years and would like to assure everybody that participants are randomly allocated to the volunteer hosts. Hosts have
never asked to have, or indeed not have, particular guests. Similarly, guests have never asked to be sent, or not sent, to a specific
host. As everyone has no idea where they are going until the point
of departure for the first course, this scenario is not possible anyway.
By next January it is hoped that the current situation has left us all
safe and we can again enjoy the many great village get togethers
and events that so much hard work and enthusiasm is put into organising.
Keep safe and keep watching out for each other.

Jane Langham & Margaret Hynes

Debden Local History Recorders Group
The Group is sad to announce that the presentation by Ken Worpole
on Wednesday 29th April, 2020 has been postponed until the Autumn, due to the current situation.
More details will be given when a new date can be arranged.
Elizabeth Blackie
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This month’s Veterinary advice!
How to give a cat a pill
1. Pick up cat and cradle it in the crook of

your left arm as if holding a baby. Position
right forefinger and thumb on either side of
cat's mouth and gently apply pressure to
cheeks while holding pill in right hand. As
cat opens mouth, pop pill into mouth. Allow
cat to close mouth and swallow.

2. Retrieve pill from floor and cat from behind sofa. Cradle cat in
left arm and repeat process.

3. Retrieve cat from bedroom, and throw soggy pill away.
4. Take new pill from foil wrap, cradle cat in left arm, holding rear

paws tightly with left hand. Force jaws open and push pill to
back of mouth with right forefinger. Hold mouth shut for a count
of ten.

5. Retrieve pill from goldfish bowl and cat from top of wardrobe.
Call spouse from garden.

6. Kneel on floor with cat wedged firmly between knees, hold front
and rear paws. Ignore low growls emitted by cat. Get spouse to
hold head firmly with one hand while forcing wooden ruler into
mouth. Drop pill down ruler and rub cat's throat vigorously.

7. Retrieve cat from curtain rail, get another pill from foil wrap.

Make note to buy new ruler and repair curtains. Carefully sweep
shattered figurines and vases from hearth and set to one side
for gluing later.

8. Wrap cat in large towel and get spouse to lie on cat with head
just visible from below armpit. Put pill in end of drinking straw,
force mouth open with pencil, and blow down drinking straw.
9
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How to give a cat a pill (continued)
9.

Check label to make sure pill not harmful to humans, drink 1
beer to take taste away. Apply Band-Aid to spouse's forearm
and remove blood from carpet with cold water and soap.

10.

Retrieve cat from neighbor's shed. Get another pill. Open another beer. Place cat in cupboard, and close door onto neck,
to leave head showing. Force mouth open with dessert
spoon. Flick pill down throat with elastic band.

11.

Fetch screwdriver from garage and put cupboard door back
on hinges. Drink beer. Fetch bottle of Scotch. Pour shot,
drink. Apply cold compress to cheek and check records for
date of last tetanus shot. Apply whiskey compress to cheek
to disinfect. Toss back another shot. Throw T-shirt away and
fetch new one from bedroom.

12.

Call fire department to retrieve the cat from tree across the
road. Apologize to neighbor who crashed into fence while
swerving to avoid cat. Take last pill from foil-wrap.

13.

Tie the little @!!@#@#$%'s front paws to rear paws with garden twine and bind tightly to leg of dining table, find heavyduty pruning gloves from shed. Push pill into mouth followed
by large piece of steak filet. Be rough about it. Hold head vertically and pour 2 pints of water down throat to wash pill
down.

14.

Consume remainder of Scotch. Get spouse to drive you to
the emergency room, sit quietly while doctor stitches fingers
and forearm and remove pill remnants from right eye. Call
furniture shop on way home to order new table.

Arrange for SPCA to collect mutant cat from hell and call local
pet shop to see if they have any hamsters.

How to give a dog a pill
1.

Wrap it in cheese.
10

Debden Parish Pump

May 2020

District Councillor’s Report
I am extremely pleased and proud of the actions UDC
have taken during the present pandemic crisis. Everyone
has pulled together to make things safe and secure as far
as they can be. Thank you to all the community volunteers. We are in unchartered waters, but you can still contact UDC officers and members if you need to, but things
are going to happen at a slower pace until further notice.

Before the end of April, UDC will have been holding Local
government remote meetings. These present new challenges because they are political meetings held in public. Both aspects require particular attention to behaviours and conduct. When people are in
the same physical space it's easier to understand what's going on, nods,
and winks, shakes of heads all play an important part, as we have seen in
the last few Parish Council meetings. Remote meetings can be devoid of
any of this context. At UDC we face huge challenges to get it right and
sometimes, while we learn we will possibly get it wrong. The list of remote
meetings/agendas can be found on the UDC website and residents can
listen, or with advanced notice ,participate. We will be voting on how to proceed with making a New Local Plan. The Government want all Local Plans
completed by 2023, a tall order, and costly!
There has been a lot going on in Debden itself, and yet again there is not
enough space to report everything on this page. As I write this, I don't have
any up to date official information about the New Village Hall project, but on
Facebook I see that the result of the YES/NO vote regarding putting a loan
on the village precept was a YES for doing that. Democracy at work! If only
the vote had taken place years ago, how different things could have been,
but at least now we can move forward. There are still options, although I
should point out that the proposal to build on the existing site was ruled out
at an early stage by the VHT, and this was explained in the comprehensive
village consultations at the time. It would seem that the VHT have now invited Simon Langham to submit detailed costings for that very idea. We await
details. You should by now be aware that another planning application has
been made by the Parish Council to demolish the present Pavilion and
build a new one.
Last July, the chairman of Debden Parish Council wrote to me expressing
concerns about the role of a new Civilian Liaison official appointed by the
then CO of Carver Barracks. It has taken more time than I would have
wished, but the new CO has recently confirmed to me that he does not recognise such a role within the army structure. Without trying to score points I
have here again outlined my role as a Ward Cllr for Debden & Wimbish as
it is worth repeating.
11
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District Councillor’s Report (continued)
No one has a more important role than the ward councillor in ensuring that
local democracy works and residents believe in it. They are the bridge
between a community and its council. Community leadership is at the
heart of modern and effective local government and councils in recent
years have taken on new and more responsibilities for working in partnership with other agencies – including those elsewhere in the public and
private sector to deliver services and improve the quality of life of citizens.
An important element of this is the work that councillors undertake at local
level, enabling local people to face issues, deal with problems and realise
aspirations in the most effective way.
I know that the April village assembly will not have taken place in the village hall due to the “Lockdown”, so residents will not have had the opportunity to learn about clubs, activities and events, or question the officials of
Debden organisations in public. Therefore, please write to these people
with your concerns or questions, and make us accountable to you.

During lockdown please respect the Government and UDC’s advice.
Also check the UDC website for regular updates and changes.
Stay at home! Save lives!
Stewart Luck

DID YOU KNOW?
What 3 words
Chris Sheldrick used to work in the music industry, organising live events around the world. He
quickly discovered that addressing around the
world just wasn’t good enough.
Chris then got together with his mathematician school friend, Mohan
Ganesalingam, to find a way to describe location that would be as precise as GPS coordinates, but more concise and easier for people to
use.
Mohan then created the first 3 word address algorithm with Jack Waley-Cohen, which has now been in use for 5 years.
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Today millions of people across the world,are using 3 word addresses to
find, share and describe places faster and more easily, from the East of
England NHS Ambulance Trust, to the Police and Fire Service, the AA.
and postal services.
The App (shown above as a box with 3 lines in it) is free to download.
Input a location address and the map appears showing dozens of
squares that represent exact locations.
Each square has been allocated three random words. Once you have
found your location you can change the setting to navigate and it will
show you a picture of the location via Google maps.
So, you can make a note of your home location 3 words, or if out and
about and need to summon help, the app on your phone will position you
and give your precise three word location to get help as quickly as possible. (That is, if you have a phone signal, - however nothing is perfect!!)
Marion Bamfield

Next Door
Nextdoor is a free communication platform
which makes it safe to share online the kind
of things you share with your neighbours in
person.
For example, the exchange of helpful information, goods and services:;spreading the word about a lost dog or cat; recommending and discovering favourite local businesses; finding a new home for an outgrown
bicycle; receiving important safety information from local agencies or even
meeting neighbours over a cup of coffee, or organizing a walking group.
(Owing to the present lockdown situation some of the above examples will
not apply for the time being, but it does give one an idea of how it could
work in our neighbourhood)
To create an account:: Visit http://www.nextdoor.co.uk
Enter your residential street address and email address. Select 'Find your
neighbourhood'
Complete all of the required fields. Click sign up. Finally, verify your address
You are ready to go!
June Thomson
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

Brighten up your Thursdays

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.
It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
20
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Postman Louis sounds his last post!

Our postman, Louis, is retiring at the end of this month, after many
years of excellent service to the village. He will be sorely missed as
he is always lending a helping hand around the village, whilst delivering our post and collecting from the post office . On behalf of the
village, I would really like to wish him well and hope it won’t be too
long before he can make his planned trip on his motorcycle to visit
his father in Portugal. However, in the mean time, I think his wife
has a rather long list for him to keep busy!.
Karen Alexander
Social distancing selfie ( it was harder than it looks)
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Debden in Lockdown
Practical help and a bit of fun!
Debden is showing its true community spirit as the coronavirus
lockdown continues. It’s hard to keep up with all the initiatives
springing up in the village, ranging from a hide-and-seek for the
kids to a sew-in for the NHS!

The Plough Shop (Lizz and Chris, 541899) is busier than ever, with
20 or 30 customers a day shopping for bread, flour, eggs, milk and
more, and you can now order meat and vegetables for next-day
delivery (not Sundays or Mondays). There’s a take-away service
and home deliveries for meals, and if you’re missing your usual
brew, don’t worry, there’s plenty of beer including 18 or 36 pints in
beer-in-a-box. Chris and Lizz are also offering free Sunday Roast
dinners to NHS workers, which is very much appreciated!

Margaret and Jane

Hidden around the village are no less than 50 stones with handpainted pictures of gnomes (all different!). Yvonne Sauzier has introduced some fun for kids on their family exercise walks. The idea
is just to spot them and leave them for others to find. And Yvonne
says, somewhat mysteriously, “there’s a surprise ending”!
22
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Shortages of personal protective
equipment is making national headlines and Debden is doing its bit to
help. Members of the Kumi sewing
group are supporting “for the love of
scrubs” campaign to make surgical
gowns and laundry bags. Nurses take
the bags home to wash for staff at
Addenbrookes and Papworth hospitals, and the Rosie maternity unit, all
in Cambridge
The sewing group is already making
the bags and any time soon, ready-tosew material for gowns will arrive.
Other residents are also making laundry bags while others are collecting sheets to make into gowns, using
a pattern. Meanwhile, Trudie Tagert is making basic face masks for
staff at the Humfrey Lodge care home in Thaxted – call Trudie on 541
669 if you’d like to help.
Thursday nights at 8pm are getting noisy in Debden as more of us
join in the “Clap for carers” tribute. Clapping has recently been augmented by toots from a car horn, the clanging of a bell, an amplified
base guitar, a penny whistle, mascara (aka maracas once the Facebook spelling was corrected), sleigh bells and a gong. (Continued
overleaf )
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Debden in Lockdown: continued
Simple acts of kindness are continuing, with neighbours looking out
for those living alone, and collecting shopping and prescriptions for
the housebound.
There are now 15 or 20 volunteers being co-ordinated by the Revd
John Saxon (541619) and Charlotte Diggins (541270) who are willing to run errands and collect shopping and prescriptions.

Families at Carver Barracks got together to send 100th birthday
cards to the inspirational Capt Tom Moore.
Tony Vernon and Hilary Davey are organising an online “Debden
Gardens 2020” (see page 44) and Thaxted Surgery now has its own
volunteers willing to deliver prescriptions, including to Debden.
Suggestions coming in include placing a notice on the residents’
website offering “boredom packs” (unwanted puzzles or model kits),
and, (inevitably, being Debden) - a celebratory event on the recreation ground once we are all released from lockdown – nothing complicated, maybe just a bring-your-own picnic.?
Keep an eye on the Debden residents’ Facebook site for information
on more activities as they’re announced .
Mike Fairchild

News from the Post Office!
It’s business as usual for Debden’s post office, with the obvious social distancing in place. One customer in at a time, regular alcohol
cleansing of surfaces, and the door remaining open for ventilation, I’
have been kept rather busy actually and hope to carry on serving
the community throughout this unprecedented time we are all living
in. Stay safe and keep moving on.
Karen Alexander, Debden Post Mistress

The Post Office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9am and 12pm
Post Office and banking services available
01799 541348
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Don’t Quit
When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re treading seems uphill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,

And you want so smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but do not quit,
Life is odd, with its twists and turns,
As everyone of us sometimes learns,
And a sense of failure turns about,

When you might have won, had you stuck it out.
Don’t give up, though pace seems slow,
You may succeed with one more go.
You can never tell how close you are,
It may be near, when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit,

It’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.

Debden Lunch Club
Regrettably, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Lunch Club meetings are having to be
cancelled until further notice.
Kind regards,
Nina Manser
25

Debden Parish Pump

May 2020

Debden Church Letter
Dear friends,
As I write this, we are celebrating the Easter weekend in our homes, still being in virus lockdown, with
little hope of a change anytime soon. It is a time of
uncertainty about the future, for our communities and society as we
wonder when our freedom and ability to work and shop normally
again will come. But it worries us as individuals too, as we consider
our personal finances and circumstances and our future livelihoods.
Now, as you read this, it is the post-Easter season where, as Christians, we consider bible readings about the resurrection appearances of Jesus. Luke, a Gospel writer, describes two disciples walking
to Emmaus, confused after the death of Jesus (Luke chapter 24).
They then meet the resurrected Jesus, who explains how his suffering was necessary before his glory. Their confusion turned to excitement and with renewed hope they began, with the other disciples, to
form the early church. All their questions didn’t have answers right
away and the early church wasn’t perfect, nor is it now. Yet they
built their lives in the hope and trust of a new way of living, shown by
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus; to love God and to love one
another. I wonder in what we put our hope and trust.
The stories of the beginnings of the early church are exciting and
dramatic, and recorded by Luke in the book of the Acts of the Apostles. They could have chosen to go back to their old way of life.
Many disciples were just ordinary fishermen. However, they chose
this new way and 2000 years on, Christians still seek to live out the
Christian faith, following the way of Jesus.
Someday, soon I hope, lockdown restrictions will begin to ease, the
burden on the NHS will ease, more of us will get back to work and
we will eventually be allowed to socialise again and worship together
in church. There will be a new normal to negotiate, however. We
could just return to travelling to where and whenever we want; to
shop with the expectation of endless choice of foods and groceries;
to live in our own worlds with little interactions with the neighbours in
our community. Or we could return to a new normal, to be mindful of
the impact we have on our global village and its climate; to differentiate what we need and what we want; to be more aware of the people around us, their needs and their friendship.
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There has been lots of talk about the new ways of doing church in
these unprecedented times. Online and Zoom services have flourished, but so too has neighbourly care, being good Samaritans to
one another, being thankful to others (key workers) who do so much
for us, but too often are taken for granted. These are all good ways
to love one another that have abounded and flourished.
As we come out of the confusion caused by the virus pandemic, as
one day we will, let us be like the disciples and learn a new way of
life and not just return to the same old routines and habits. We have
learnt to love one another and our world in a new way – long may it
continue.
Christ is risen – alleluia!
Rev’d John Saxon

Cancellation of services during the Coronavirus epidemic
Due to the continuing lock down, because of the Corona virus, the
Church building remains closed.
Services and prayers are now available online. If you require any
advice as to how to access these, and other resources, please contact Reverend John Saxon on 01799-541619 or email debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com.

Practical help still available!
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and
doctor’s or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or ,in his
absence, the churchwardens.

Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619
Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164
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Statement by the Health and Safety Executive in association with
the inland Waterways Association, Scottish Fisheries Protection
Agency, Environment Agency and UK Harbour Masters Association
We noticed, with some concern, the article by Mr Ian McBrow in the
April edition of the Debden Parish Pump advocating the launching of
a Dutch barge on the village pond to substitute for a new village hall.
We strongly advise against such a proposal.
Firstly, we understand that permission has not been obtained from
the Inland Waterways Association, the Charity Commission or Debden Recreation Ground Trust, which has sole responsibility for licensing pleasure craft on the village pond.
Mr McBrow, presumably a Scot, should know that under Scottish
Fisheries Protection regulations, a barge requires a minimum water
depth of 3m to avoid interference with seasonal visitors such as gold
fish. The Environment Agency warns that great crested newts, if present, can attack the wooden hull of the barge.

A harbour master would need to be appointed to control other maritime traffic on the pond, and ensure that the jolly roger is not flown
on Sundays.
Finally, the HSE is concerned that because this is Debden, too many
residents might over-indulge when the sun goes over the yard arm,
and that if members of the pilates class were to exercise in the rigging, they might get their *kicker in a twist.
*device for tensioning the boom

We are awaiting a response from the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.
B. Raker-Leg
HSE
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News from Stephen Armson-Smith
Crime Prevention Tactical Adviser
As a result of the Covid19 outbreak we are all adapting to new ways of
working and living, ever thankful of our gallant NHS and other key workers.
However, as with any crisis, unfortunately there are those out there that
will take advantage of the situation, either to commit computer/phonebased crime, or as a bogus caller at the door. They will attempt to enter
and steal under false pretences ,or try to sell you a dubious product or
service.
Always be suspicious of emailed or texted messages about Coronavirus. They may be just giving misleading or false information, or may be
intent on tricking you into parting with your money.
Some of these types of message are very convincing, alleging to come
from all number of different organisations. Never respond straight away.
Speak to someone else before responding, if indeed you do, and get another point of view, or ring the organisation concerned on a telephone
number that you already have for them.
The same applies to callers at the door. You do not need to make a
decision straight away. If in doubt, keep them out, and speak to a
trusted friend.

HOWEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO
SOMETHING THAT IS NOT A SCAM
ESSEX WELFARE SERVICES
Essex County Council has established the Essex Welfare Services as
part of PROVIDE (a health and social care service). EWS has been set
up to assist the most vulnerable in the community to allow them to access
shopping, medicine and other support
This week, and going forwards, GP surgeries will be calling, sending out
SMS text messages or posting letters to those who are 70 or older or are
offered a flu jab due to pre-existing medical conditions. This is because
these people are identified as being vulnerable and having to self-isolate
for prolonged periods of time and therefore potentially require additional
support.
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You may potentially receive a call from the National Shielding Helpline on
0333 3050466 – this is NOT a scam. However, the phoneline is not live
and you may receive a message saying they will try again soon.
When they call back, the caller may ask for some details such as your name
and NHS number to confirm they are speaking to someone who is deemed
as vulnerable, but they will never ask you for details such as your National
Insurance Number or bank details.
There are concerns that this service has not been widely publicised and
therefore people are leaving reviews on trust sites saying that this is a scam
due to the caller asking whether the person is vulnerable or not. It is important that this misinformation is not spread as it could lead to vulnerable
individuals missing out on essential support.
www.essexwelfareservice.org.uk/
Stephen Armson-Smith 74324
Essex Police, The Police Station, Braintree, CM7 3DJ 07525 409720

Parish Council News (continued from page 4)
Planning applications
UTT/20/0664/HHF Halcyon, High Street, Debden
Proposed erection of detached two bay garage.
No comments
UTT/ 20/0525/FUL Laceys Farm, Thaxted Road, Debden
Proposed demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of a dwelling
(alternative proposal to that approved under UTT/19/0738/PAQ3)
The Parish Council submitted a response stating they had no objection to the new
building if:

•
•

•

It would be of ecological benefit, eg. more sustainable materials and energy
efficient than converting the existing barn
The grant of this permission would not be a starting point for subsequent
permitted development amendments or applications which may result in a
much larger dwelling or one of a less rustic appearance and have adverse
effects on the existing house, or the rural setting. Should the permission be
granted, the Parish Council would hope some Planning Condition could be
imposed to achieve this.
External lighting is controlled to be in keeping with the countryside setting
and protect the existence of nocturnal wildlife. It is appreciated that security
may be a concern, but some recent new dwellings in the area have resulted
in considerable light pollution.

35

Debden Parish Pump

May 2020

A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

YOU COULD ADVERTISE HERE
FOR £10 PER
MONTH AND
REACH 390
HOUSEHOLDS IN
DEBDEN AND
DEBDEN GREEN!
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase
Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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A message from the Leader of Essex County Council
Councillor David Finch
Dear residents,
I write to you this week with thanks.
Thank you for continuing to do the right thing, and observing the rules during the
current lockdown. Thank you for only travelling when it is absolutely necessary.
Traffic levels were more than 70% down over the Easter bank holiday weekend.
Thank you, above all, for the part you are playing in helping us to get through the
crisis. You have stayed home and saved lives.
There is another three weeks of lockdown to come following the Government’s announcement yesterday (Thursday 16 April).
I can only reiterate the comments made at the press conference. To relax the current restrictions too early would jeopardise the good progress we have made to date
in slowing the spread of the virus. It could risk a second surge of cases, which again,
may overwhelm our NHS.
Last night at 8pm, I was on my doorstep applauding those on the frontline in this
battle. In particular, those working in social care, carers, and volunteers supporting
them. County Council staff and those of our partners are there every single day,
offering care, support and protection to our most vulnerable, and those most at risk. I
am very proud of them and we will be bringing you stories of their contributions over
the next few weeks.
Thank you for remembering that #StayHomeSaveLives is as important as ever.
Cllr David Finch

THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE

At this time we are very lucky here in Debden to be able to spend our
exercise time in the lovely Essex countryside. However, as we do,
our farmers are continuing with their work around us, using heavy
machinery. They would like to remind everyone of the countryside
code to keep all parties safe, at all times. So please note the following:
•

ENJOY YOUR WALK BUT PLEASE RESPECT THE COUNTRYSIDE

•

STAY IN YOUR OWN VICINITY AND PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING

•

DO NOT TRESPASS AND STAY ON DESIGNATED FOOTPATHS

•

TAKE CARE IF THERE IS LIVESTOCK, AND SHUT GATES

•

KEEP DOGS UNDER CONTROL AND PICK UP THEIR POO
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The Great British Spring Clean Litter Pick, previously
scheduled for
April, has been cancelled
It is now re-scheduled to happen between the dates of
11-27th September 2020
I will still do a litter pick with some gloves and a bin liner in hand as I walk
my dogs across the fields and footpaths over the next few weeks. There is
no reason why others can't do the same. In times of isolation, working
from home, or just getting out with the children at the weekend, it can lift
the spirits whilst doing something pro-active and good for the local environment. Try and get out and breathe some fresh air once a day, as long
as you maintain a social distance, and you wash your hands afterwards,
when you get home.
We have some litter picks if anyone wants to borrow one. I can get them
cleaned with anti bacterial wash and delivered. Please email me if this is
something you would like to do.
We would love to see some photos of your Litter Pick collections on the
Facebook Residents Page, in the next issue of the parish pump, or you
can contact myself or Steph Watson:
agardner@debden.org swatson@debden.org
Let’s stay happy and healthy and look out for one another, during these
testing times.
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CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265

Parish Church

John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon)

Footpaths

Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Airport

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Clubs

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
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Useful contacts during the coronavirus emergency
Here are some useful contacts for advice from local authority
services and help locally with shopping, errands and facilities.
What these services can offer may change in line with new
government advice:
•

Official announcements and advice: Important news and
announcements from Debden Parish Council will be published on Debden.org Also keep an eye on the Debden
residents’ Facebook site.

•

Another good facebook page is: Saffron Walden & villages Covid-19 Mutual Aid group

•

Need a hand? Local volunteers can be contacted through
the Revd John Saxon, Assistant Curate at St Mary’s
Church, Saffron Walden and Villages Team ministry: Tel:
(01799) 541619. Email: debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com

•

Debden Parish Council: Cllr Charlotte Diggins. Tel:
(01799) 541270. Email: cdiggins@debden.org You
should have received a leaflet from Debden Parish Council explaining how you can request help for shopping and
prescriptions, or just to have a chat.

•

The Plough, home deliveries and shop for basic household items (see page 6) Tel: (01799) 541899. Wed-Sat
12-2pm and 5-9pm, Sun 12-3pm.

•

Milk deliveries, Mr Milk: 07539 433565

•

Newspaper deliveries, Wayletts, Thaxted: (01371 )
830337

•

Meat deliveries, Burtons Butchers: (01799) 522270

•

Grocery deliveries (within 5 miles of Newport), Newport
Village Stores: (01799) 541991
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•

YUVA Indian restaurant, High Street, Debden. (01799)
543699) takeaway service available, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday 5.30pm - 9pm.

•

Further help with food, medicines, advice and befriending is offered by Uttlesford Community Response
Team on 03333 408218 8am to 8pm Mon to Fri.

•

Uttlesford Citizens Advice offers trained advisers who
can provide free advice on benefits, employment rights,
debt and budgeting and emergency financial support:
(01799) 618840 or email bureau@uttlesfordcab.org.uk

•

Support for housebound:
www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk (01371 878400) offers
a wide range of services and local businesses offering
support to those who are self-isolating or housebound,
as well as links to other useful websites with information
about local shops.

•

Factsheet at: https://www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk/
FreshFiles/
COVID_Housebound_factsheet_March_2020_v!.pd

•

For local information about coronavirus and steps you
should take: Uttlesford District Council’s website
signposts trusted sources of info: uttlesford.gov.uk/
coronavirus

•

Latest Government announcements and advice:
gov.uk/coronavirus You can register on this site to receive the latest updates by email.

•

Latest news: BBC.co.uk/coronavirus

If you have further information on useful contacts, please post
them on the Debden residents’ Facebook page or pass the
information to the Revd John Saxon or Cllr Diggins (see
above).
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DEBDEN GARDENS 2020
Are you proud of your garden? Are your children growing vegetables or flowers in pots or in their own garden? Have you a plant or shrub in your garden which
has done particularly well this year? Will your vegetable plot be the envy of your neighbours?
As we are unable to have the Debden Open Gardens
this year, Hilary and I have been discussing with the
Editors of the Pump and April Gardner how we might
share pictures of our gardens throughout the summer.
April has set up a Facebook page DEBDEN GARDENS 2020 on which we will display pictures from
your garden, taken at various stages throughout the
season from May to September. The photos can be general views or views
of specific plants or areas of the garden. You might also like to share some
pictures showing how you and your family have made best use of your
garden during the lockdown. We would particularly like to include pictures
of your children’s contributions to the garden!
To maintain confidentiality and security, all pictures will be loaded to the
DEBDEN GARDENS 2020 Facebook page by Hilary Davey or April Gardner. No names or addresses will be shown. Please send up to three photos to hilarydavey@btopenworld.com. Hilary will load the photos on to the
DEBDEN GARDENS 2020 page and forward them to the Parish Pump
Editors, who will make their own selection for each issue of the Pump from
May to September.
Please take part and let Hilary have some photos now. We will place a
reminder on the Debden Residents Facebook page at the start of each
month, so that we can see how gardens are progressing through the summer. To encourage people to view the page, there will be a link from the
Debden Residents Facebook group and from the Debden Village website.
Tony Vernon
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