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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
As we slowly move to some semblance of “normality” I don’t know if I am
the only one to feel a sense of sadness for the approaching end of this
time we have spent called “lockdown”. Obviously the reason for it is beyond horrific and many lives have been affected across the world, and will
still be for some time to come, if not forever.
However, from the purely personal point of view of dealing with the lockdown rules and getting on with life, I feel I have been very privileged to
have had the opportunity to take a pause from the relentless hustle and
bustle of “real life” and just be in the present on a day to day basis for a
while.
A weekly outing for shopping, then making do with whatever we have until
the next time. Not being expected to go anywhere, or do anything in particular. The lack of plane noise. A daily cycle along quite empty, pollution
free, country roads with just the skylarks for company. Discovering bridle
paths and bye-ways for future exploration once the traffic returns to the
roads. Pottering about, or just sitting, in the garden enjoying the beautiful
weather.
I can almost hear you shouting “but of course you are retired!” (which I am)
and so am able to do all those things, and I do appreciate that each person
and family has experienced this time differently, and with both big challenges and unexpected delights. However I think it has hopefully brought out
the best in people and made us focus on what is important in life – which of
course includes a daily Amazon delivery, or three!!
Let’s see how things develop in July? Keep safe, alert, and probably wearing a face mask where necessary.
Marion
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Parish Council News
Parish Council meetings
For the foreseeable future, in accordance with advice from EALC and
NALC, Parish Council meetings will be held by Zoom. Meeting agendas,
with the hyperlink to join, will be posted on Debden.org website as well as
the Parish noticeboards to facilitate access to the meetings. If residents
wish to raise matters of mutual interest under the Public Participation section of the agenda, but are unable to raise them in person at a meeting,
then please submit your question to the clerk pcclerk@debden.org by
10pm on the preceding Monday.
Continuing assistance
Despite some restrictions being lifted, there is still a support network available for shopping, prescriptions or just for a chat. Please contact either
Cllr Charlotte Diggins (Tel: 01799 541270) or Rev. John Saxon (Tel:
01799 541619).

Village maintenance
We are very fortunate to have an active and willing circle of volunteers in
the village who quietly carry out many jobs each month, including litter
picking, emptying the dog bins, cutting grass and verges and planting and
watering tubs and baskets. Thank you for all of the work you do (you
know who you are!).
We would like to extend particular thanks to the Bird family (Sue, Martin,
Alec and Harry) who have kept the grass in and around the children's
playground neat and tidy for the past 15 years. After a very long stint at
this completely voluntary role to help keep a popular village facility looking
smart, the grass cutting family have decided to retire! We would be really
pleased to hear from anyone willing to take on the role, using the PC
lawnmower which was purchased for this purpose. If it feels like too much
for one person, a number of volunteers could group together and organise
a rota for grass cutting (and strimming). Perhaps some of those with
young children who use the playground the most might feel able to offer
their services. If you feel you might be willing and able to assist, please
contact any Parish Councillor.
We are most grateful to the Bird family for 15 years of grass cutting and
wish them all the very best in their (well deserved) retirement.
Tennis courts
The tennis courts have reopened. Please see https://
www.debdentennis.co.uk/ for revised guidelines for play.
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VJ Day, August 15th
We hope to be able to mark VJ Day and will provide an update following
the July PC meeting.
Planning
UTT/20/0365/FUL Fox Cottage, Water Lane, Debden
Proposed residential dwelling with new access to highway (Amended)
Comments: Debden Parish Council objects to the revised application, as
its concerns regarding hazards at the proposed access prevail:
•
it is in a 60mph speed limit zone
•
access is situated on a hill which climbs from the Fox Cottage crossroads to Debden Village
•
ascending the hill there is not room to safely overtake cyclists who
are slower going uphill, some finding it challenging
•
the road is banked on either side, so there is no verge for escape
purposes
•
it is not entirely evident from the plans that there is a slight curve in
the road
•
the embankments have vegetation which at certain times of the year
narrows visibility.
UTT/20/1178/DFO Land adjacent to Ducketts Cottage, Hamperden End
Details following outline approval UTT/17/2229/OP for one dwelling house
and detached garage. Details of Access, Appearance, Landscaping, Layout
and Scale
(amendment to approved application UTT/19/2459/DFO)
Comments: None.
UTT/20/1184/HHF The Old Windmill, Mill Road
Refurbishment and the addition of a one and a half storey extension
Comments:
No comments or objections providing the UDC Conservation Officer is satisfied with the proposals.
UTT/20/1209/FUL Wisteria House, Debden Green
Conversion of existing garage block to separate dwelling.
Comments: No objections to the conversion, but because this is a dangerous stretch of road the PC is concerned this will lead to an increase in parking on the road. Essex Highways will be asked to review.
Given recent issues and comments, particularly on Ivy Todd Hill, the Clerk
will endeavour to organise a meeting with Essex Highways and Chris Tyler,
UDC Case Officer, in order for the PC to look at the sites with them and
understand how the authorities assess the situation.
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Latest MoD timeline keeps project on track
Plans to build our new village hall have
moved another step forward, with a further
extension to the time allowed by the MoD to
advance the project and retain the Armed
Forces Covenant Trust’s grant of £236,400.
The news has been welcomed by the Village
Hall Trust (VHT), Recreation Ground Trust
(RGT), New Village Hall Group (NVHG) and
Debden Parish Council.
As part of ongoing negotiations around timing “milestones” with
UDC, which administers the grant, and the Covenant Trust, the latest extension means building could start later this year with an
opening in 2021. This coincides with the timeline that the stakeholder groups have been working to since March when the Covenant
Trust requested the return of the grant because of earlier delays.

As reported last month, the parish council announced at its May
meeting that more time had been given by the Covenant Trust for
three conditions to be satisfied. The first had already been met
when the parish council secured the facility of a Government loan,
should it be needed, in the event of a shortfall in fundraising.
The second was to secure planning permission, which was subject
to the results of a survey to establish whether bats had roosted in
the pavilion, which will be demolished to make way for the new hall.
The recently-completed survey has shown there are no bats and
the planning application will now be pursued, along with another for
the replacement pavilion.
The third condition was to provide a date to start work. This was
already scheduled for later this year, which now coincides with the
latest timeline extension by the Covenant Trust but may depend on
the impact of Covid-19 on the construction industry.
Richard Cawte, VHT chairman, welcomed the further time extension by the Covenant Trust, news of which was forwarded to the
Parish Council by Uttlesford District Council. In 2017, UDC was instrumental in setting up a mediation process that enabled the
stakeholder groups (the Parish Council and RGT at the time, the
VHT and NVHG) and the MoD to agree that the hall should be built
on the site of the pavilion.
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“We are delighted we now have more time to retain the grant, complete the new hall project and meet the hopes and expectation that
the village has had for more than 20 years,” said Richard. “We have
had to overcome hurdles and delays, many of which were unnecessary or beyond our control, a fact that the MoD recognises”
“The absence of bats overcomes a potential planning delay. The
effect that the current pandemic is having on partner organisations,
and the construction industry, is a matter we will have to deal with.”
“Once planning is secured, we can step up our fundraising efforts
including those directed towards the larger commercial organisations and charities but we now have the financial back-up, if needed, to guarantee completion of the project.”
“Right now, the project is back on track.“
Mike Fairchild

Chairman, New Village Hall Group

News from Debden School
It has been wonderful to welcome back some of
our children over the past couple of weeks.
We have now reopened our doors to children in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, and are also offering provision to children from key worker families.
I have particularly enjoyed seeing the children's
happy, smiley faces as they have been reunited
with their teachers!
Taking all the necessary measures and precautions to ensure that
we open as safely as possible has certainly been a challenge, however. I would like to extend a big thank you to all of our school community (parents, governors, staff and children alike) who have been
so proactive and supportive in making the reopening a success.
I am therefore delighted to announce that we are expecting a large
cohort of Reception children this coming September. We will have
approximately 22-23 new children starting in our Ducklings class,
which is our best intake for many years - onwards and upwards for
our delightful little school!
7
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News from Debden School (continued)
As you may be aware, one of our predominant aims since September
has been to help the school grow and thrive again. It is such a lovely
school in a great location, with a warm and nurturing feeling, and we
are determined to ensure that it is a bustling learning hub for years to
come.

I would also like utilise this opportunity to give you an update regarding our oil tank. You may be aware that several weeks ago (whilst the
school was locked down) the bottom of our oil tank ruptured, meaning that a significant amount of oil escaped underground, beneath
some of the local fields and gardens. Fortunately, our wonderful admin assistant, Mrs Sally Dale, and her husband Tony, were able to
rush up to the school to prevent a more serious leak.
The trust managers were also able to swiftly contact the relevant
bodies, including environmental health, to ensure that all the correct
protocols were followed. There has thankfully been no structural
damage to the neighbours' houses, and whilst some oil had travelled
to the immediately adjacent gardens, the clean-up team have been
able to rectify this. The clean-up is now complete, and we will be installing a new (far more modern!) oil tank and surrounding structure
in the near future.
We would like to thank all of our neighbours for being extremely patient and understanding throughout this tricky ordeal - we really do
appreciate it.
On a final note, I would like to express a personal thank you to all of
the warm and welcoming members of the local community, who have
helped me to settle in throughout my first year as Head of School at
Debden. It has been lovely to chat to some of you in the morning on
the gate, and to receive some of your feedback through our communications mediums. We are very fortunate to have a community that
cares so deeply about the success of our school. We have made
great strides this year, and we are already looking ahead to enhancing the school further throughout the 2020-21 academic year.
Kind Regards
Matt Hawley
Head of School
8

Debden Parish Pump

July 2020

9

Debden Parish Pump

July 2020

District Councillor’s report to Debden
from Councillor Stewart Luck: July 2020
The Government has decreed we go through a process to provide a Local Plan so if you are not happy
about having about another 15,000 houses built in
UDC over the next 20 years you need to write to
your MP.cc myself. This plan should include your
ideas, so lets have them Now.
I am in touch with a few new residents who have
recently moved into the area from the city and they
are telling me they don’t want things to change. .
Debden has always been a desirable place to live, with house prices reflecting that desirability factor.
Look at some facts. The planning begins NOW! Debden is a nice sustainable community, well served by a regular bus service to Saffron Walden
and to Stansted Airport, including the associated railway and bus links to
all over the UK. There are churches, a pub and restaurant, a Post Office. a
Primary Academy and village shop, alongside the village hall and sports
facilities. There are quite a lot of local businesses providing jobs, and the
farming community still carries on providing food for humans and animals.
You don’t need a car!
Debden Green is perhaps a different case, with less facilities, but I guess
we could anticipate ribbon development between the two. Carver Barracks is expected to remain as an Army base in the short term but it could
eventually become an industrial estate alongside lots of appropriate new
housing.

On to other matters. I have previously reported that some residents and
myself have not been getting replies to our questions put to Debden Councillors . In a good move, the Parish Council has now introduced a new
way of working, so that written questions can be dealt with properly if they
arrive with the Clerk two days before the PC meeting. With the regular
meetings happening on the first Wednesday of the month, the questions
need to be in by the previous Monday. Residents who wish to speak can
still turn up and will have 3 minutes to make THEIR point without interruption. So I suggest if you come to speak at the meeting, come with a prepared speech of appropriate length.
I am always available on e mail, Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk or phone
07974188395
Stewart Luck
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A request for help from Uttlesford District Council
As we’re sure you are aware, non-essential shops were allowed to re-open
from Monday 15 June. Our officers have been working with business groups,
town and other parish councils and other partners to ensure town and village
centres are ‘Covid-safe’. This includes making sure there are adequate
measures in place for social distancing. Lots of local businesses have
worked hard during lockdown to serve the community but are now facing an
uncertain future, and we want to encourage people to support them now by
shopping locally. However, this needs to be balanced with the message for
people to follow the safety guidance and to shop responsibly.
There is going to be a very different feel for visitors when they return to the
high streets – some roads may be one way, narrow passageways will be
closed off and there will be limits on the number of people able to enter
shops. We would encourage visitors to look out for the signage and floor
markings that will be in place ,and which will assist them in shopping safely.
We are looking to recruit volunteers to act as town ‘ambassadors’ to assist
shoppers, promote social distancing and safe shopping. They would be required to do a 2/3 hour shift anytime between 10am to 4pm, Monday to Saturday on the high streets in Great Dunmow, Saffron Walden and Stansted
Mountfitchet. Anyone who thinks they can help is asked to send their details
to volunteer@volunteeruttlesford.gov.uk or by calling 01799 510525/510524.
One of our main messages this week is to encourage use of the MiPermit
app, rather than using the cash ticket machines in the council’s pay-anddisplay car parks. We are asking people to think about their journey and
download the app in advance to pay for their parking. Further information is
available on the North Essex Parking Partnership website:
www1.parkingpartnership.org/north/mipermit.
We are creating a dedicated webpage which will contain the relevant information and links: see www.uttlesford.gov.uk/shop-local-shop-safe. The
webpage will go live shortly and will be updated as the situation develops. A
press release has been issued, alongside a business e-newsletter and social
media posts. We would encourage people to sign up to the Keep me posted
e-newsletters to receive regular updates.
In addition, if you are aware of any businesses in your area that need advice
or support in opening, or if you have any queries, please get in contact with
the Economic Development Team via business@uttlesford.gov.uk.
Thank you.
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LETTERS
Support for faster internet in Debden Village
Recently, a number of the village residents have received a hand delivered
letter from Telec forewarning of the road closures on the High Street which
have been happening in the last week or so on behalf of Gigaclear.

This is potentially good news for some village residents but not all. I have
called Telec and Gigaclear t and they inform me they are mainly passing
through the village, rather than providing services.
I live on Church lane, for example ,and they do not currently have plans to
provide ducting on this road but I understand the current works are limited to
the high street.
However the advice Gigaclear have provided is to request residents to sign
up for interest in the service, which will help to build a business case to expand the service to other areas of the village.
Given many more people will be working from home now and in the future,
having better internet will help home working.
To summarise, the benefits will be::

•

Symmetrical speeds up to 900Mbps I currently get 70Mbits down and
11Mbits up but I understand the further away you are from the cabinet the
lower speeds you can expect

•

Fibre to the Premise (FTTP) rather than Fibre to the Cabinet (FTTC)
You should see greater reliability and guaranteed speeds regardless of how
far you are away from the cabinet

•

Reduced costs, with competition in the village we will no longer be beholden to BT thus Future proofing for the next generation
Advice:

•

If Gigaclear will be offering services soon in your area, BT and other
internet providers will be making offers to sign up for another 18 months at
lower costs, this may block you from introductory offers from Gigaclear.
Sign up to Gigaclear’s registration form to help your road get the service
https://www.gigaclear.com/buy/lead
Jonathon White
07976071312
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Gigaclear: Further Questions and answers obtained courtesy of Jessica Hayes and Stuart Luck:
Q Iassume your cable will allow residents to have Superfast
Broadband, but I and others are ignorant of the process of
when and how that can happen?
We are seeing a little black box on the floor outside of properties, but that’s as much as we know.?
A The little black boxes are the connection points to properties.
Once a customer requests a service, Gigaclear will install a connection to the property from this apparatus. The area in question
should be ready for service by the end of the month (June).
However please contact Networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com to
confirm.
Q I am getting residents in Church Lane Debden and the top
of Deynes Road, Debden (private section) asking why Gigaclear are not going near their properties?
A We too have spoken to residents in Church Lane regarding
the service.
Whilst we as a contractor for GIgaclear would be happy to undertake the works, we can only take instruction from our client
Gigaclear.
They will assess works on a cost per premise basis and see if it
is feasible to install additional properties.
However, again the decision lies with them solely and for a clear
answer Networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com would be the best port
of call.
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements

Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

DEBDEN
TABLE TENNIS
THURSDAY
EVENINGS

Carpet Cleaning

&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

Brighten up your Thursdays

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

Come along to the village hall
from 8pm for a game or two of
table tennis.
It would be good to see some
more people joining in so why not
just turn up and give it a go. You
will be most welcome and will find
it excellent exercise and good fun.
Jim Watson

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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Debden Gardens 2020
Are you proud of your garden? As we are unable to have the Debden Open Gardens this year, we are sharing pictures of our gardens throughout the summer. April Gardner and Hilary Davey have
set up a Facebook page Debden Gardens 2020 on which photos
are being displayed from your gardens, taken at various stages
throughout the season from May to September.
The photos can be general views or of specific plants or areas of
your garden. Please send up to three photos to :
hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
and they will be displayed on both the Debden Facebook page and
the www.debden.org website. To maintain confidentiality, no names
or addresses will be shown.
Thank you to those of you who have already sent photos, a selection of which are displayed on the back page of this magazine.

A Thank you
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my family, friends and neighbours who kindly sent cards, left gifts on my front doorstep and over the
back gate. They all made me smile and feel better. Also to everyone who
offered help with shopping and in my garden. Thank you to all the people
walking the path behind our house, every wave and call of good morning
or hello lifted my spirits. I hope I will soon be able to walk the well maintained footpaths on Peter Graves farm in the fresh air, as the locals have
been for the last two months.
Last, but not least, I would like to mention Papworth Hospital, their staff,
care and treatment were outstanding in this very difficult time. I cannot
thank the team that took care of me enough. How they work 12 hour shifts
and continue to be caring and cheerful I do not know. I am now on the
mend and look forward to catching up as I start to walk the footpaths
again.
Best Regards
Ann Cooper
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NEWS OF THE DEBDEN
GOLDEN GNOME AND ROCK
SNAKE!
The Debden Golden Gnome was
found by Lily from Deynes Road
and she reunited him with his friend
The Debden Rock Snake. They
can both be seen beside the Village
Shop.
The Snake is growing a New Tail ,
with stones decorated with paints,
nail polish or any craft ideas by
Debden Residents, young and old.

I counted 59 this morning, he's
turned the corner of the shop and is heading towards the village hall door. If you would like to add to him, please decorate as many stones as you like and add them to his tail.
Have fun! Yvonne Sauzier

Margaret and Jane
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On behalf of the village, I would like
to thank Yvonne Sauzier for her
hard work and industry in providing
not only the rock snake, but also
the very excellent painted stone
gnomes for folk to find when out
and about. It has been great fun and
a welcome diversion in these current times.
Marion Bamfield
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DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS GROUP
Annual Report 2019/2020
In the month of May the History Recorders Group should have held its AGM,
usually in conjunction with a talk or some history presentation. In common
with other similar groups, because of COVID19 lockdown since March we
have been unable to hold any events. Consequently, all that we have been
able to organised since May last year was a very informative talk on “The
Ice Age in Saffron Walden and Essex” which was held last November in the
Parish Church. It was well attended by about 35 people who braved the chilly and damp weather to hear a very interesting account of the various ice
ages in our part of the country, with plenty of images of giant boulders and
fossilised bones of mammoths, bears and even rhinos! Over £140 was
raised in aid of Church Funds.
The next talk, about “Communitarian settlements in Essex from the end of
the 19th Century to the present”, was due to be held on 29th April, but again
was cancelled because of lockdown. We have been assured by the speaker, Ken Worpole, that he would be more than happy to do the talk whenever
we re-arrange it. We will reschedule the talk, and the AGM, at a later date,
hopefully in the autumn.
The Group launched a photographic competition in the Pump of old and
modern photos of village views from February to November. Some of the
images proved too difficult for many and only a few readers sent entries. In
the draw at the beginning of December, the lucky winner was handed a £50
Marks & Spencer voucher. One useful outcome, however, was that it encouraged a few readers from the village, and from far and wide. to ask for
copies of old photographs of their house, together with informative
notes .We were delighted to provide these and they were very much appreciated by the recipients. We plan to replace the competition with occasional
features of interesting characters and anecdotes from the Group’s archives,
watch this space!
With the help of the Editors we have been able to collate and digitise every
single copy of the Pump since it was first started in 1979. These should
have been uploaded onto the History Recorders website, but its launch has
been delayed for a variety of unforeseen reasons. We hope for more progress in the near future. Because of little activity in the past year, the Committee have decided to introduce Free Membership for 2020/2021. It is
hoped that more people will consider becoming members and volunteer to
help with a number of tasks: transcribing and scanning old documents, filing
in folders etc. Please contact me on 01799 540528, or our Secretary Ursula
Lyons on 01799 543164 or email: debdenhistory@tinternet.com
Elisabeth Blackie
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The Plough Takeaway
Opening hours:

Wed-Sat 12-2, 5-8.30 & Sun 12-2.30
Please find our takeaway menu plus updates &
more info on our Facebook page (you don’t have to
have a Facebook account to access!)
Please order by phone & give us as much notice
as possible for your takeaway orders to help us
with ordering & preparation, and to help keep our
phone line free during peak times!
TAKEAWAY DRINKS AND GROCERIES AVAILABLE
BY PRE-ORDER
Our doors are still open but we are allowing a
maximum of 3 customers on the premises at a
time.
Cash & card payments taken.
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
Like many of us, I like to watch the news bulletins. Thankfully, in recent days, other items of news now gets reported beside the pandemic. Unfortunately as I write this, there are many protests come riots showing outrage and heartfelt emotion at the recent death
of George Floyd in America at the hands of police officers. Black lives do
matter, as does every life, and one wonders how many more will be lost
until we come as nations of the world to live as one.
I am reminded of a 2017 film I have watched – The Same Kind of Difference as Me. This is the story of an American white couple rebuilding their
marriage when working in a mission project for homeless people. They
love an angry and violent black man to form a friendship and trust between
the three of them that begins to change not just themselves but their town
also. Of course, the couple’s love for one another is rekindled too. It is well
worth a watch. The title for the film (based on true life events) comes from
words the black man says ‘I thought I was different, but I have come to realise that everybody is different – the same kind of difference as me.’
This is a profound truth. My wife Dawn is struggling with a rather complex
jigsaw and finding she is having to re-position some pieces to make sure it
fits altogether. Lots of pieces look the same but each has their unique
place to make the perfect whole. That is the reality in our world too. We
may look the same or look very different. In essence, though, we are all
different but destined to fit well together in our global community.
This was the hope of the early church, although imperfect then as now,
there are still divisions. It is a recurring theme in the teaching of the Apostle Paul. For example, he said to the church in Galatia, ‘There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3v28). God’s love
is for all and so should ours be.
I wonder if we can begin to see what is the same in each other. See that
we have the same needs, hopes and dreams, rather than just see our differences. After all, everybody is different, the same kind of difference as
me.
If we meet on a walk around the villages, probably with my cairn terrier in
tow, do say hello. It has been lovely to meet people this way, particularly
during our exercise walks. It would be good share differences.
Best wishes
Revd John Saxon
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Church Opening
Permissions and guidelines are constantly changing and being reviewed.
However, it is likely that church buildings will be allowed to open soon.
Initially this will be for private, individual prayer.
You may feel the need to spend time in the quiet space of church to find
peace and reflect on what has been happening over recent weeks. If you
came to church for this, you would be joining many others through the centuries who have done the same at difficult times.
Debden church has historically been left open for anyone wishing to spend
time in our beautiful building. However, access may have to be on a restricted basis and will take a while to prepare to make it safe for everyone.
Thank you for your understanding. Look out in due course on the church/
village noticeboards for further details and news of open times. Please be
in touch with any queries or offers of help to make this happen.

Revd John Saxon
Team Vicar 01799 541619

Practical help still available!
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the
churchwardens.
Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619
Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164
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Mini Frittatas
Mini frittatas make a great meal-on-the
-go. Make a batch of them to last all
week. So handy for a quick nourishing
breakfast or for lunch with a salad.
You can also easily customise these,
based on what you have in your fridge
or the vegetables you like. You can
even do a few different flavors in one
muffin tray to satisfy any picky eaters in
your family.
Ingredients
250g back bacon rashers roughly chopped
6 spring onions trimmed and chopped
100g Feta crumbled
12 small fresh basil leaves.
100g cherry tomatoes halved
6 eggs
125 ml single cream
Salt and freshly ground pepper
Method
Pre-heat the oven to 180c (fan 160c, gas 4). Grease a 12 hole muffin tin
and line each hole with baking paper or muffin cases. However if you have
a silicone or other types of non stick muffin tin, it works well with just a
spray of “one cal” oil.
Heat a non stick frying pan over a medium heat and add the bacon pieces.
Cook, stirring for 5 mins until crisp. Add the spring onions and cook for a
further 2 mins. Remove and drain on kitchen paper.
Divide the bacon mixture, feta, basil leaves and tomatoes (cut side up) between the holes.
Beat the eggs and cream together in a jug and season with salt and freshly
ground pepper. Divide the mixture between the holes.
Bake for about 20 mins, or until a thin bladed knife inserted into the centre
comes out clean. Cool in the tin for 5 mins then serve .
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
Does time seem to be playing tricks
with you at the moment? Is it going
faster, or slower - can you even remember which day of the week it is?
Time is a strange thing and, as Einstein
predicted, it is not as fixed as we
thought, but can be distorted by both
gravity and speed - but fortunately only
by miniscule amounts!
Undoubtedly some of us are experiencing strange things with time
during the lockdown. One of our members was reading 2 Corinthians Chapter 4 verse 16: "For our present troubles are small and
won't last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!" The person in question mused
that perhaps our present situation does seem to have been going for
a long time now! However they also appreciated that this verse is
looking at our time on earth from God’s perspective. From our perspective, our time on earth is a significant length, but is just a moment compared to eternity. God has promised that those who put
their trust in him will dwell with him in a glorious way for ever, in the
words of the last verse of Amazing Grace:
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
There are no meetings at the moment, the church will remain shut
in accordance with government guidelines. We look forward to the
days ahead when we will again be able to meet together.

Holiday Time?
With July coming up it’s usually time
to start thinking about getting away
and enjoying a break. This year
could well be different, our late June
holiday had to be cancelled.
Every July there is a big Christian
event at Keswick, you may have
heard of it, the Keswick Convention.
Starting back in 1875 its aim was (and still is) to help those wanting
to know God better and to live Godly lives. Many thousands of
people, of all ages and backgrounds attend, mostly combining it
with a holiday in the Lake District. The organisers have not been
daunted by the virus and this year it is still going ahead, albeit online as the Virtually Keswick Convention!
It’s running from the 27th to 31st July and there’s something for all
ages to enjoy. So for that missed holiday time - try tuning in and
experience something different this year.
Full details can be found at https://keswickministries.org/

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416 if you would like us to
pray for you, or those close to you, at this time.
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A 1943 Guide to Hiring Women
The following is an excerpt from the July 1943 issue of Transportation Magazine. It was written for
male supervisors of women in the work force during World War 2
Eleven tips for getting more efficiency out of women employees.
There is no longer any question whether transport companies should
hire women for jobs formerly held by men, the draft and manpower
shortage has settled that point. The important things now are to select
the most efficient women available, and how to use them to the best
advantages Here are eleven helpful tips on the subject from Western
Properties:
1.

2.

3.
4.

Pick young married women. They usually have more of a sense
of responsibility than their unmarried sisters. They are less likely
to be flirtatious, they need the work, or they wouldn’t be doing it.
They still have the pep and interest to work hard, and to deal
with the public efficiently.
When you have to use older women, try to get ones who have
worked outside the home at some time in their lives. Older women who have never contacted the public have a hard time adapting themselves, and are inclined to be cantankerous and fussy.
It is always well to impress upon older women the importance of
friendliness and courtesy
General experience indicates that “husky” girls, who are just a
bit on the heavy side, are more even tempered and efficient
than their underweight sisters.
Retain a physician to give each woman you hire a special physical examination – one covering female conditions. This step not
only protects the property against the possibilities of lawsuit, but
reveals whether the employee to be has any female weaknesses which would make her mentally or physically unfit for the job.
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Stress at the outset the importance of time. The fact that
a minute or two lost here and there makes serious inroads on schedules. Until this point is put across, service
is likely to be slowed up.
Give female employees a definite day-long schedule of
duties so that they will be kept busy without bothering the
management for instructions every few minutes. Numerous properties say that women make excellent workers
when they have their job cut out for them, but they lack
the initiative in finding work themselves.
Wherever possible, let the inside employee change from
one job to another at some time during the day. Women
are inclined to be less nervous and happier with change.
Give every girl an adequate number of rest periods during the day. You have to make some allowances for feminine psychology. A girl has more confidence, and is more
efficient, if she can keep her hair tidied, apply fresh lipstick and wash her hands several times a day.
Be tactful when issuing instructions, or in making criticisms. Women are often sensitive; they can’t shrug off
harsh words the way men do. Never ridicule a woman, it
breaks her spirit and cuts off her efficiency
Be reasonably considerate about using strong language
around women. Even though a girl’s husband or father
may swear vociferously, she will grow to dislike a place of
business where she hears too much of this.
Give enough size variation in operator’s uniforms so that
each girl can have a proper fit. This point can’t be
stressed too much in keeping women happy.
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk

Debden Lunch Club
Regrettably, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Lunch Club
meetings are having to be cancelled until further notice.
Kind regards,
Nina Manser
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Lui is still delivering!
Lui popped by for a visit
the other day on “The
Bike” !!!‘on his return from
London ,as he is taking
medicine for the NHS to
Great Ormond Street hospital at the moment . He is
adjusting to retirement but
does miss aspects of
work, like us lovely lot in
Debden ! he will be looking forward to getting on
the open road on his travels... he hopes everyone is
safe and well and will
keep in touch .
Karen Alexander

ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase
Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Cycle Security
Cycle security is always an issue with
thefts from a variety of locations, including the town centre, residential areas,
and educational establishments.
Commonly, bicycles are either not secured or not secured properly, and this makes it easy for thieves. Where do
they go? A number of places: - in a container abroad, to another part of the
country, stored in premises or sold as either a cycle or cycle parts via the
internet, or third parties.
By taking some appropriate precautions and using good quality security
products, and using them well, should help you to keep your property safe.
Use the best security you can afford. Don't secure a £2,000 bicycle with a
£20 lock! As a guide, look to spend 10-15% of the value of the item on its
security. Look for a “Sold Secure” certified chain and padlock or “D – Lock”
preferably gold rated , but certainly not below silver. Consider what you
chain it to, whether at home or whilst out. Is that secure? Is it well overlooked to provide good natural surveillance?
Make a note of the frame number, and security mark the cycle. There are a
number of different methods available, such as www.bikeregister.com,
www.datatag.co.uk and www.retainagroup.com. Take a photograph of the
cycle and any areas of damage, or marks of identification, and some insurance companies may require one with the owner in the picture with it.
At home, remove that first attraction to the thief or burglar: 1) don’t leave
garage doors open for long periods showing your expensive cycle and other property, 2) consider a “Ground anchor” or “Shed shackle” within your
shed or garage to secure your cycle to, 3) look at your shed or garages
security and ensure you have good locks and that the hinges are protected,
4) consider a shed alarm.
If you can, its worth getting your children or grandchildren into good habits,
by keeping their bikes secure and not leaving them discarded on the front
lawn or other area, it may save problems in the future.
Check with your insurance company to see what security standards
they require for your insurance cover to be valid.
For suitable security products see www.securedbydesign.com or
www.soldsecure.com .For further advice see https://www.essex.police.uk/
cp/crime-prevention/theft-of-a-bicycle/how-safe-is-your-bike/
Steven Armson-Smith
Crime Prevention Tactical Adviser
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BOOK LOVERS CORNER
Books read in 2020 by one of the Debden
book clubs

The Clockmakers Daughter : Kate Morton
A story that criss-crosses the 19th century. A
little girl on the streets of London becomes a
thief, an orphan, a friend and eventually a lover. From the streets of London the story takes
you to the banks of the River Thames and
Birchwood Manor. From there the story of Edward evolves and the mystery
of the Clockmakers Daughter unravels.
Red Notice : Bill Browder
A book that takes us inside Russia. Shows us that Russia has changed
very little from the times of Stalin’s murders to Putins’ regime. A Hedge
fund manager from the USA sees an opportunity in Russia to make money
where no one else has ventured. He makes friends, but he also makes
enemies. He marries Elena and plans to spend his family time in London.
However his enemies in Russia have other plans for him.
Old Baggage : Lissa Evans
What do you do with your time when you have been an activist and a suffragette? When you have been in gaol, smashed windows and an argument with Winston Churchill? After that everything is boring. So, you make
it a mission to educate and enthuse young girls. You live with your companion who encourages you to explore all avenues. The book is written in
a gentle but dated fashion.

The Silent Wife: A S A Harrison
Jodi and Todd’s marriage is at difficult place. He is a committed cheater.
She is OCD and a psychotherapist. Their two worlds begin to collide when
he meets Natasha. A liaison with his best friend’s daughter was never going to be a good idea. Todd pursues Natasha with fatal consequences.
(Reviews of books you have enjoyed are always welcome, whatever your
age . Please e mail editors@theparishpump.org with details. Ed)
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CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265

Parish Church

John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon)

Footpaths

Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Airport

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Clubs

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
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Did you know??
News from Saffron Walden
Museum
Announcing the introduction
of weekly activity packs!
Bringing our usual holiday craft and
learning activities to your home!

Packs are £5 each and include all
of the materials need for the activities (minus basics like glue, scissors, colouring pencils, paints etc)
Each pack contains an A4 activity
booklet with instructions for the
weeks activities, plus a trail to do outside, and stories from the collections relating to the topic. There will be 3 activities in each booklet,
with the materials for each provided too. Lastly, there are collections
photographs for the children to collect.
Simply follow the link to order yours https://saffron-waldenmuseum.arttickets.org.uk/

Komoot is an app for planning walking and cyclig
routes in a local area. It is
free to download and
brings up an interactive map, which
contains details of roads, footpaths, bridleways and cart tracks.
Once your preferred route has been highlighted and saved, the app
will retain it and provide and audio description as you are walking or
cycling. Routes can also be uploaded and shared with other users
and pictures can be added for greater clarity of the route, or to
demonstrate surfaces or conditions underfoot.
The Pump cycling correspondent (see also cycle security p39)
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Suggestions for walks or outings in the area:
www. hundredparishes.org.uk
The Hundred Parishes Society is a large, attractive, gentlyundulating area,of around 450 square miles of northwest Essex,
northeast Hertfordshire and southern Cambridgeshire that is largely
unspoilt, and is richly endowed with many fine examples of agricultural and built heritage.

The area is largely unknown. Many folk who live here may take it
for granted, forgetting how special it is or how far it extends. Beyond, few people know of this corner of eastern England, probably
because it had no name until now. The title eventually decided upon reflects the fact that the area encompasses just over 100 administrative parishes. Whilst the Hundred Parishes as a whole has distinct characteristics, each parish has its own character. A full analysis of the parishes can be accessed from the Parishes section of
the website.
It is an area that is suitable for exploration, with an attractive landscape and a wealth of interesting places . It is well served by a network of quiet lanes, good footpaths offering fine views, welcoming
pubs and tea rooms, and much more.
We hope this initiative will encourage both locals and visitors to explore the area. Within the Parishes section of the website there is
an introduction to each parish, and under “Walks” there are a series of downloadable interesting routes from railway stations.
Other sections offer specific ideas and guidance to some of the
features and attractions of the area.
Please click the “Location overview” button to see the area in geographic context, or select one of the menu options on the left to explore the site in more detail.
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A selection of early summer photos from your gardens.
(See article page 21 and more pictures on page23))
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