Photo: Sue Bird

Photo: John Saxon

K Brown

In this Issue:
Letters - pages 6, 7 and 8
Christmas wreath making workshop - page 10

Village Hall update - page 22
Village Harvest celebrations - pages 23 and 27
Break in at the school - page 35
Almshouse Vacancy - page 39

Debden Parish Pump

November 2020

T

he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
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editors@theparishpump.org
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Treasurer
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Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
When the lockdown started in March, all the events that were postponed to
October seemed a long way off and held a hope that some sort of resolution
to the issues that are all currently facing may be forthcoming. However,
suddenly it is now October and it seems that we are further away than ever
from any sort of good news, and now may even looking to the middle of next
year before we can resume any sort of “normal” life.
However, as ever, the “spirit of the blitz” prevails and in my experience we
are all getting on with life and adapting to the new rules and regulations with
remarkable good humour. Life goes on, and with it the annual milestones
such as the celebration of the harvest and Remembrance events.. Both of
which are reported on in this issue and its insert.
Our District Councillor ,Stewart Luck, has been discussing the “Local Plan”
over the past few months and now it seems that our MP has also got involved and is also urging everyone to make their views known. The future
development of our area, and our village, is at stake. Surely being proactive and making proposals to “the powers that be” is better than having
change thrust upon us?
However, I am not sure that is as easy as it sounds. As a village, would we
know, or agree, on what sort of development, if any, we would accept? Is
there an option for “no development here thank you”? I somehow think not.
I always cite Wimbish as a village which, in my opinion, have tried to strike a
balance. They have built several small developments over the last few years
which have potentially both added diversity to the types of houses available
and opened up the market to a wider range of potential residents. Has that
ruined their village? caused traffic problems, overloaded the school? or
might it just be the right sort of slow and steady investment to secure the
future of their community? Who knows. Perhaps this is the ideal time to
open up a wider village debate about its future, and how we would like to
see it developing? If we don’t, you can bet your life that change will be imposed upon us at some stage in the future, whether we like it or not.
Marion
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Parish Council News
Village speeding
Speed checks were recently carried out at both ends of the village. Results:
26.2 eastbound, 25.8mph westbound at Smiths Green which shows good
compliance with the 30mph speed limit. Ivy Todd Hill results were 34.1
coming up and 37.3 going down the hill. ECC will endeavour to validate a
VAS sign for Mill Road but this could take some time.

Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) sign at Smiths Green
The faulty sign was reported in April, but the repair has been delayed due
to lockdown.
Remembrance Day
Please see separate insert.
Fox crossroads
The vegetation at Fox Crossroads has been cut back to improve visibility
and Gigaclear has been asked to confirm the date that the services box will
be moved. The “Give Way” signs on the approaches to Fox crossroads
have been turned to the correct position.
Flower tubs and benches
Volunteers have recently adopted some of the planters and offered to jazz
them up with some autumn colour, so look out for new blooms in the village. Some sterling work has also been done on the recreation ground
benches, thank you to all these volunteers.
Vexatious Behaviour
Over the past few months, the Parish Council has been subject to a large
number of unreasonable requests for information under the Freedom of
Information Act, and conduct complaints made about Councillors (all rejected by UDC) over and above the normal challenge it receives via email and
at Parish Council meetings.
This behaviour (all stemming from a small group of residents generally opposed to the New Village Hall project) is tantamount to harassment and
bullying, which the Council will not tolerate.
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Your Parish Councillors are all volunteers, most of whom have full time
jobs and families. It is not acceptable that they should be subject to such
behaviour by a few. The Council has therefore put a policy in place to deal
with this behaviour going forward.
Rural Crime

There has been a significant increase in rural crime incidents, including
farm break-ins and fly tipping. Inconsiderate 4x4 drivers and scramble
bikers have also increased. Thanks to significant team work, the winter
closure of Samsons lane Byway 11-37 and Rook End Lane to Waldegraves Byway 11-63 has been confirmed. Please continue to report
any incidents to the Police, and notify Cllr Lindsell of the crime number. If
possible, residents should supply a description of the vehicle, registration
number, photograph and anything distinctive,. However no-one should put
themselves in danger.
Debden Playground
Debden Recreation Ground Trust have advised that the swings have now
been repaired. Work will commence on the mound and large back entrance gate area of the playground during November and the play area
may have to be closed for 1-2 days– date tbc.
Planning
UTT/20/2018/HHF Safari, Deynes Road
Two storey extension to the rear, single storey extension to the side, two
pitched roof dormers to the front and replacement windows throughout.
Comments: None
UTT/20/2324/HHF The Old Windmill, Mill Road
Demolition of outbuilding and existing extensions to windmill. Erection of
glazed links to new single storey extensions. Restoration of windmill cap
with clerestory window. Conversion of existing coach house to form ancillary accommodation.
Comments: None
UTT/20/2214/FUL Debden Manor
Conversion and restoration of coach house and flat to one dwelling
Comments: None
Planning applications from Victoria Cottage, Crouch End House and
Debden School have been approved.
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Letters
The Brook At Debden Green
For the 3rd time this year I have spent 2 hours today (Sept 23rd) clearing
weed out of the brook (on the Henham Road side) from the culvert under
Thaxted Road for about 60ft behind my garden and my neighbour’s garden.
However, all my efforts are rather in vain due to the stretch on the
Slaughterhouse Lane side of Thaxted Road. The water in the brook that
side comes up to part way up the culvert exit thus causing the flow of
water through the culvert to be slowed. This was never more obvious
than when we had the very heavy rain in August (note: August was the
wettest August and 2nd wettest month since I started keeping rainfall records in 1994) and the brook backed up on the Henham Road side of the
culvert. When I moved here 30 years ago there was a drop from the culvert on the Slaughterhouse Lane side of a couple of feet

It is my belief that the stretch of brook from the culvert, behind the Sibbards, Coopers and up as far as Pages has not been cleared since
about 1964. It is in urgent need of dredging before the floods that occur
at the Debden Green crossroads get any worse.
I believe that the Parish Council, District Council and County Council
need to address this problem as a matter of urgency with the Environment Agency who, I believe, are responsible these days for maintaining
water courses such as the brook at Debden Green.
With the forecast of unusual and irregular rainfall quantities occurring
more frequently in the coming years I believe that the regular maintenance of these water courses is more important than ever.
Ian Lennox,
Debden Green

Bramley Apples

As could be seen by the photo of my Bramley apple tree in bloom on the
Debden Gardens Facebook page, it promised to be a bumper year.
Indeed, that is how it has turned out. I have picked over 130kg of apples
from the one tree and probably also had a good 50-60kg either be given
away or composted over the last few months.
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If anybody would like to share in the bumper crop then there will trays of
apples in my drive (just into Henham Road) until such time as I have no
more spare. So, if anybody can make good use of a bagful (or more!) of
Bramleys then please come and help yourself.
Ian Lennox,
Debden Green
Debden Residents Community Group

Can any Pump readers cast any light on the Debden Resident’s
Community group?
I read with interest their letters to the local press where they talk
about lack of transparency and self-appointed groups. Does anyone
know who they are? I’ve tried to Google them with no result. I have
asked around but to no avail. I guess I must not be asking the right
people. Can anyone join? Are there meetings? Is there an agenda?
Who do they represent? Any information gratefully accepted. (Please
see letter overleaf ed)
Alan Hynes
Progressive Supper – January 2021
It will be no surprise to hear that, due to the current Covid situation and
restrictions on gatherings, we are sad to advise that the annual progressive supper will not be taking place in January as usual.
However, do not despair, we have a plan and an idea for a similar event,
with a new twist, to be held outdoors once the better weather is with us in
late Spring/ early summer. Initial details will be published in The Pump
and on the Debden Facebook site nearer the time. Keep safe.
Jane Langham & Margaret Hynes.

Debden Lunch Club
Regrettably, due to the coronavirus
pandemic, the Lunch Club meetings
are having to be cancelled until further
notice.
Kind regards
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Letter of Introduction from the Debden Residents Community Group
(DRCG)
We are writing to you to formally introduce the Debden Residents Community Group (DRCG), which is a relatively newly formed and fully constituted
group of Debden Residents, a copy of the group’s constitution can be requested.
It has become clear over the last few months that there are an increasing
number of local residents joining our group who feel that their voices are not
being heard adequately, and issues that they raise are all too often not being recorded ,or they feel marginalised.
The key Purposes and Aims of the Group are :a. To seek the views of members on all pertinent aspects of village life.
b. To independently monitor the performance of other organisations within
the village to ensure transparency of their actions and draw any shortcomings to their attention.
c. To encourage members to organise public social activities in the village.
d. To link with others to help protect and improve the quality of village life.
The Group will maintain a keen interest in current topical issues in the village and will no doubt continue to increase membership as members enjoy
friendly and transparent meetings where all members’ opinions and views
are equally valued. This will hopefully serve to harness the individual skills,
enthusiasm and integrity of individual members to develop a group that are
able to rekindle the feeling of a small rural community in Debden, working to
improve our village and environment for the benefit of all residents.

As the group are already significant in number and are fully constituted, we
look forward to working closely with the Parish Pump to provide factual,
transparent and thought-provoking articles for local residents in order to
keep all informed and stimulate healthy debate and exchange of views. Perhaps a regular space in the magazine could even be earmarked in future
editions?
As the group becomes more established, and with a looming pandemic permitting, we hope to be able to organise some local events to bring people
together so residents can get to know each other better. Although we are all
different, regardless of background we all fundamentally have more in common than we do differences !
Chairman: Karen Roper; Secretary: Gillian Tetlow; Treasurer: Roger
Manser
For more information contact: gillian.tetlow@rickettsfam.net or karenroper12@gmail.com
8

Debden Parish Pump

November 2020

9

Debden Parish Pump

November 2020

Debden Garden Photos
Thank you so very much to all the keen gardeners
and photographers who have so generously sent
photos of their gardens and the village in, for our
Facebook page, Debden.org and the Parish Pump.
They have cheered our lives during these difficult
times, given us fresh ideas for our own patches and been hugely appreciated by so very many people. Thank you.
We are no longer posting photos on the Debden.org website but, I am
very happy to continue posting your photos on the Debden Gardens Facebook page, at least until Christmas, possibly longer if you wish and the
editors of the Parish Pump have said they will be very happy to print your
photos in the Pump. Please keep them coming!
Thank you all again so very much.
Hilary Davey
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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HOW COVID HAS AFFECTED US - BOOK CLUB MORPHS INTO A
WINE CLUB !
Debden book club 2, set up and run by Margaret Hynes, meets bi-monthly
to discuss and review the chosen book for that 2 month period. This has
worked well for the last couple of years and then lockdown hit us in March.
Although socially isolated, a Debden ladies What’s App group was set up
and meetings switched to Zoom, where we had to toast each other, with
the normal glass (or two), on screen. We all kept in touch via What's App
messages – initially mostly sending photos of home made bread , which
seemed to be a popular pastime until the supply of flour and yeast ran out !
When summer came and lockdown relaxed, the first outdoor, socially distanced book club meeting was held and the suggestion of more regular
meetings was made ,and so the fortnightly social, minus books, began –
not that the book review discussion ever took a large proportion of the
meeting time as gossip, local and otherwise, was always more like the order of the day ! Now the weather is starting to cool we will wrap up warmly, defy Covid and continue our get togethers, (currently in shifts of 6) enjoy our chats and nibbles, together with a choice of red, white or fizzy supplied by whoever’s turn it is to host - maybe with the help of gazebos, patio
heaters and/or fire pits to keep cozy warm and dry.
PS. Recent books given the thumbs up include: Love Iris by Elizabeth Noble, Coming Home by Rosamund Pilcher, The Tatooist of Auschwitz by
Heather Morris and The Sunrise by Victoria Hislop.
Note : Photo was taken prior to the maximum group of 6 rule.
Jane Langham
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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District Councillor’s Report from Councillor
Stewart Luck

The list of topics that the District Councillor gets
involved in seems to get longer and longer.
We have potholes and damaged sections of roads in the
Ward and a need for Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) signs.
which are going to be difficult issues to fix quickly.
However, it’s not all doom & gloom! By working with Cllrs
Lindsell and Bunting, and several more individuals from the
Green Lanes Assoc and The Byways user group, we have
managed to get winter closures for some byways in our area. This should stop the 4X4 and motorcycle traffic passing
through here this winter.
I have also been representing and advising with planning
applications, and continue to do so, especially those dealing
with conservation issues. We are seeing results. I continue
to appreciate your comments, and I always write back to
individuals. However, please do not waste my time, or
yours, by repeatedly complaining about the same things i.e.
car the park again!
Below is an extract from a letter that our MP, Kemi
Badenoch, wrote to the Leader of UDC earlier in the month.
I hope that a lot of residents understood the implications
and heeded my earlier request to write and comment on the
consultations:
“I will be making representations to the Minister regarding
the proposals in the ‘Planning fort he Future’ consultation
document ,and what this could mean for Uttlesford. There
14
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are concerns about the implications that these proposals could
have on Uttlesford ,and the Saffron Walden constituency as a
whole. I have received correspondence directly from Essex
County Council and had a briefing with Chelmsford City Council regarding their concerns.

I welcome the fact the government is looking again at planning
and there is much to agree with in the proposals, however I
recognise that residents, local authorities and some organisations have reservations. This is why it is absolutely critical that
we engage with the consultation in significantly large numbers
to help shape the proposals to meet the needs of our constituency.
Last month I wrote to every Parish Council across the constituency urging them to respond to the consultation and to encourage residents to respond. I have also used my website, social
pages and monthly column in local papers to circulate information regarding the Government’s proposals and to encourage residents to respond.”
By the time you read this, more progress should have been
confirmed on the new village hall and the Pavilion projects.
More good news is that residents are volunteering to make a
difference in our community. Finally, thank you to those who
have renovated the benches before the winter.
I am always available on e mail, Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk or
phone 07974188395
Stewart Luck

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years
Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly and
kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.
Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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Would you know what to do if you saw Hare Coursers?
Gangs of men with lurcher dogs and 4x4 vehicles appear on the fields
around our village after harvest, when the land is easy to move across. In
the daytime you may see these coursers walking the fields, ready for a
hare to bolt. Their cars will be close for a quick getaway or parked up near
our homes and footpaths. When a hare makes a move to escape they release a lurcher to pursue it. Someone from the group will film the chase,
and live-stream footage to gamblers who have bet money on the result.
Which dog will kill the most hares? Prized dogs are bought and sold on the
dark web for up to £20,000.
Illegal but common in our area, hare coursing is punishable by imprisonment and fines of up to £5,000. The crime is hard to prevent because of
the type of people who do it; often arriving in convoy with ‘minders’ to the
front and rear. In cars with false number plates, uninsured and untaxed.
Individuals have tried to confront coursers and been abused; farmers received death threats and have seen their barns and cars burnt down.
These violent groups have known links to illegal gambling, firearms and
drugs. Their crimes in our area involve poaching and trespassing, road
traffic offences, damage to crops, and property. They prey where local
farmers feel isolated and inflict huge suffering on hare and deer populations. It’s best to avoid engaging with coursers.
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO if you witness this kind of activity?
PC Matt Harkness, from the Rural Engagement Team, advises “If you see
coursing in progress, dogs chasing hares, or people breaking into
land to course, then please call 999 immediately”. Give the exact location, with descriptions and numbers of vehicles, people and dogs. It is also
useful to mention you are aware of police Operation Galileo.
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The most helpful location code comes from smart phone app
What3Words. (See below for a reminder of what it is and how to
use it: ed) Download the app in advance and use it to generate the
unique code for your precise location. Pinpointing a remote field is a
struggle without that vital detail! If the report is second hand, or suspected, or a few hours old then, please still report online at essex.police.uk or by calling 101 or anonymously to CrimeStoppers
on 0800 555 111.
Small pieces of information build an intelligence picture of what’s happening, who is involved and where the police are needed most. Left unreported then Essex Police can’t get a clear idea of crime levels around
our village or police it effectively.
PC Harkness said “We’re working closely with the local rural and
farming communities as well as partner agencies to combat this issue. The information we receive really has helped the team. I ask you to please continue to assist us
and combat this illegal activity.”

A Reminder:
What 3 words
Chris Sheldrick used to work in the music industry, organising live events around the world. He quickly discovered
that addressing around the world just wasn’t good enough.
Chris then got together with his friend to find a way to describe location that would be as precise as GPS coordinates, but more concise and easier for people to use. They then created the first 3
word address algorithm which has now been in use for 5 years.
Today millions of people across the world,are using 3 word addresses
to find, share and describe places faster and more easily,.
The App (shown above as a box with 3 lines in it) is free to download.
Input a location address and the map appears showing dozens of
squares that represent exact locations.
Each square has been allocated three random words. Once you have
found your location you can change the setting to navigate and it will
show you a picture of the location via Google maps.
So, you can make a note of your home location 3 words, or if out and
about and need to summon help, the app on your phone will position
you and give your precise three word location to get help as quickly as
possible.
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
20

Debden Parish Pump

November 2020

NOTICE OF DEBDEN PARISH PUMP AGM

The Parish Pump Annual General Meeting will be held on
Monday November 16th @ 20.00 hrs.
Due to current restrictions this will be held via Zoom.
If you would like to 'virtually' attend please e-mail secretary@theparishpump.org and joining details will be sent to you
a couple of days prior to the meeting.
The agenda and zoom joining code will also be published on
the Debden Residents Facebook page nearer the time.
Jane Langham, Secretary.
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Further preparatory work has been carried out on land surrounding the pavilion, site of the new village hall. Following the drilling of boreholes to test
the load-bearing capacity of the land, reported in last month’s Pump,
Ground clearance and exploratory excavation has been undertaken as part
of a survey for foundations and services. The pavilion has now been closed
and fenced off for safety reasons. A further progress report will appear next
month. Mike Fairchild,

An Autumn
scene. Photo
taken by Andy
Pearce
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Harvest at Debden Primary Academy

We have had a wonderful time
celebrating Harvest this week.
The children have spent time
practicing singing harvest
hymns, and have been in
great voice! They also produced some lovely class recordings of special
harvest messages, including a harvest song by Reception, prayers by
Minnows, poems by Frogs and bible recitals by Kingfishers. These were
all collated by our host with the most, Revd. John Saxon, who patched
together each video as a part our ‘Virtual’ Harvest service this morning.
We had a bumper Harvest collection – some photos of our stash are
shown.. The donations will be gratefully received by Uttlesford Food
Bank.

Fods Bag to School Collection
n other news, a massive thank you to everyone who contributed to the
FODs Bags2School collection. I am pleased to report that the generosity
of our school families and the wider village community has raised £219.00
for the school. This money will certainly be put to good use, funding projects across the school that directly benefit our children. A big thank you
to the FODs, and particularly Mrs Samson (the FODs chair) who organised this collection.
Mr Hawley
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Now serving a full menu with indoor and outdoor
seating available
Opening hours

Wed, Thu & Sat 5pm-10pm
Fri 5pm-11pm
Sun 12pm-6pm
Food served Wed-Sat 5.30pm-8.30pm
Sun 12pm-3pm
Booking essential as seating is limited. Please
call us to reserve a table.
Please visit our Facebook page to see up-to-date
information about our opening hours, services &
menu (Facebook account not required to view our
page!)
01799 541899
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
By the time you read this, the clocks would have gone back an hour and
the dark evenings would have drawn in. It may seem that the time of year
for many, when we go to work in the dark and return in the dark, is nearly
upon us again so quickly. With the prospect of continuing social restrictions, we may feel just as gloomy as the dark, shadowy evenings.
I have recently been reminded of a bible character in a letter from our Diocesan Bishop of Barking, Bishop Peter. This character crops up regularly in
the New Testament book of Acts, which is all about the story of the early
church in the years after Jesus’ death and resurrection. We read in Acts
chapter 4, verse 36, his real name is Joseph, from Cyprus, who soon became known as Barnabas.

Names in the bible often have significance in their meaning and Barnabas
means ‘son of encouragement’. In Chapter 15 of Acts we read Barnabas is
recorded as being instrumental in bringing reconciliation between groups
within the early church. Later in the same chapter, he gives a person called
Mark a second chance to work with him. Barnabas seemed to have a positive attitude and ‘son of encouragement’ was obviously an apt name.
Bishop Peter urges us all to live like Barnabas, with positive, generous and
encouraging hearts. He writes, “Encouragement has been defined as
‘oxygen for the soul’. There has been no greater need for encouragement
amongst us than now. Anxiety levels are understandably rising once again
with the increase in virus infections. I know many were starting to believe
that things were returning to some sort of normal: they are not. Please,
please take every opportunity to be an encourager.”
The darker evenings herald Christmas is coming but there are other
marked occasions we celebrate and commemorate in church before this
too – Remembrance Day and Advent. Our festivals will necessarily be different this year to keep us all safe. However we celebrate and remember,
we need to be mindful that although the manner in which we do things will
be very different this year, our intentions and attitudes will be just as sincere and heartfelt. So, let me encourage you – be an encourager! Work
together for the good of all, family, friends and stranger alike, and help, inspire and urge one another on in all good deeds. To finish with further
words from Bishop Peter.
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“It would be easiest at present to be negative, grumbling, and cynical about
the government, the church, other people, the whole pandemic situation,
and some are. But [..] to encourage one another and those amongst
whomwe live, as Barnabas did, is life giving.”
Best wishes
Revd John Saxon

Harvest Festival and Uttlesford Foodbank Support
(See picture on the front page)
Our Harvest Festival congregation of over 30 gathered inside the church to
give thanks for the gathered crops this year. We listened to our bible reading about the healing of ten people with a skin disease and learnt we
should be grateful and not take things for granted.
Our food gifts were to help Uttlesford Food bank who have been extra busy
this year. Did you know they are usually overstocked with pasta
and baked beans and would love to receive other items - tinned or packet
instant mashed potatoes are highly desired ,for example.
Explore their website for more information https://
uttlesford.foodbank.org.uk/ People were very generous with their gifts
and these will be added to with gifts from the school community and taken
to the food bank directly.
Thank you to everyone who contributed and came to the service and thank
you to the flower team for the lovely autumnal flower arrangements.
Revd John Saxon

Practical help still available!
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and
doctor’s or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his
absence, the churchwardens.
Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619

Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164
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The Parish churches of St Mary the Virgin and All Saints Debden and
All Saints Wimbish.

Church services for November 2020
The Team Vicar and Churchwardens of both churches have created this
schedule, based on the following principles:
1.

To offer church services, and online services, as social distancing
restrictions continue to be lifted, allowing as many as possible to join
worship.

2.

To offer consistent times and patterns of worship services, but
please check for changes.

3.

To offer a pattern of services that will be sustainable going forward,
within the pattern of availability of clergy in the Saffron Walden
team.

4.

To realise the benefit of the two churches coming together to worship, whilst retaining regular village church focused attendance.

This schedule may be subject to change
Joining details for Zoom Services are: Meeting ID 943 194 383.
Password 888035
* Sunday Worship = Non-Eucharistic service with readings, hymns, prayers
and responses
** Please wear suitable clothing, if weather is cold and / or wet!
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
With the ongoing situation we are taking advantage of the
time to do some essential maintenance on the church building. This is also a reminder to us that the church is made up
of the people who worship the Lord Jesus and not a building.
In John’s Gospel chapter 4 we read of the time when Jesus
talked with a woman at a well, asking him where God should
be worshipped, Jesus replied to her: “...the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” We thank the Lord that we can still
truly worship God, even though we can’t meet in the usual
place.
Sitting by the well Jesus also said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”
May we trust in Jesus to drink of that life giving water that only
he can give. It is well worth reading that 4th chapter of John’s
Gospel if you have a few moments to spare.
We continue to pray that you and yours will be kept safe at
this difficult time.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
----------------------------------------------------There are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain
shut for the time being until it is safe for us to open, taking into
account all risk factors. We look forward to the days ahead when
we will again be able to meet together.

--------------------------------------------------

Congo

We are still keeping closely in touch with our missionary
friends in Congo. Fortunately the direct impact of the virus
has not been that great, however the secondary impact on
poverty and instability has been significant. Relief work is vital
at this time and a key part of sharing God’s love to those in
distress.

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416 if you would like us to
pray for you, or those close to you, at this time.
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Surge in demand for mental health support prompts new
campaign
Uttlesford Citizens Advice is supporting a countywide campaign
that aims to tackle declining mental wellbeing in the county as a
result of coronavirus. The campaign is being led by Essex
County Council (ECC) and is supported by partners and organisations across Essex.

Latest figures show the number of assessments by adult mental health practitioners have increased by around 50% and referrals to mental health professionals have increased significantly.
The Essex Mental Health and Wellbeing Team is also seeing
its highest number of referrals since it was established. In response, ECC is launching Mental Health Essex, a targeted,
countywide campaign that aims to reach those most at risk of
suffering with mental health issues as a result of Covid-19,
providing information and support.
The campaign uses local insight to target specific groups that
have been identified as being most affected by the pandemic,
and who may be suffering more with their mental health. These
groups are:

• Those with employment issues (furloughed, newly unemployed, at risk of redundancy)
• Those with young children (those with children age 0-4 higher risk, but also increase in MH issues for those with 0-15s)
•

Women (due to caring responsibilities)

•

Younger adults

ECC and partners across the county offer a wide range of support to those struggling with their mental health. More details
about support available throughout the county can be found on
the Essex County Council web pages; www.essex.gov.uk/
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mental-health . Details of local health and wellbeing support
can be found on Uttlesford Frontline; you can also use the site
to self-refer to many of these services.
www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk
Trained Advisers at Uttlesford Citizens Advice can provide
practical support for people who are faced with a change in
their circumstances, for example following redundancy, and
help them to plan for the future. Call 01799 618840 or email
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk for help with benefit entitlements,
housing issues, money worries, employment rights or access to
emergency support – an adviser will can you back as soon as
possible.
Uttlesford Citizens Advice. Barnards Yard, CB11 4EB
T: 01799 618840
W: uttlesfordcab.org.uk
E: help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
BREAK IN AT DEBDEN C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

On Saturday October 23rd some youths got into the school
playing fields at the back of Debden Primary C of E school at
around 7.30pm.
They proceeded to take footballs from the school PE shed
and kick them around.
They were seen by a school neighbour who reported their behaviour to Mr Hawley, the school’s head.
If anyone knows anything about this matter please contact the
school office on 01799 540302 or
email :admin@debden.essex.sch.uk
Thank you
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase

Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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Local Museums
Museum collections of assorted artefacts and documents add another dimension to the human history of the area. Saffron Walden Museum opened in
1835 and houses a real treasure trove of historical and other material relating
to the local area. A recent grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund is
enabling the development of plans to attract new visitors to the museum and
adjacent castle. Smaller museums hold collections of agricultural implements, local artefacts and archive material. The Grade II* building of the
Forge Museum in Much Hadham houses a collection of metal tools while
striking medieval wall paintings reveal details of Tudor fashion. The Ashdon
Village Museum has exhibits about life in the 20th century and the curator is
updating information on the family trees of seventy local residents and preparing displays in anticipation of re-opening in the future.
We look forward to the time when our museums can safely reopen. Meanwhile, we can enjoy our heritage and celebrate the past by continuing to explore outdoors. With regular additions of new walks to the Society’s website,
we can use these descriptive routes, some as short as 1 mile, to explore the
cultural landscapes that make up the Hundred Parishes.
Tricia Moxey, Trustee.

Bathurst Charity
A one bedroom Almshouse in Debden will be available
for occupation by November 2020
Priority will be given to a potential resident that best meets the terms of
the Charity's deed. This states that, to benefit for the provision of an almshouse, a person must be of modest means, over 60 years of age and resident in the Parish of Debden at the time of the appointment.
If, after several months, the Trust is unable to appoint a resident who exactly meets the terms of the Charity's deed, with the permission of the
Charities Commission, the criteria for residence will be relaxed.
Please contact Charles Murphy, charlie.mildam@googlemail.com
Tel: 07500 830400 or Christine Griffin cgriffin@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01799
540587 for more information
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Some tips for home and personal security
around Christmas and the New Year
With Christmas rapidly approaching here are a few
tips to help keep you safe at home, or while shopping, and visiting (whilst Covid compliant), during the festive season.
•

If you must store Christmas food and drink, presents and other goodies within garages and outbuildings, ensure that they are out of sight
and that it’s securely locked with good quality well fitted locks. Treat
your shed to a shed alarm.

•
•

Don’t leave presents and valuables on full view in front of a window.
Ensure that your windows and doors are closed and locked before
leaving the house (remember your face covering). Leave lights on
timers, perhaps treat yourself to a TV simulator too?
Lock gates tat the rear of your home.
Keep your bags, handbags, wallets and mobile safe. Busy places
make it easier for the sneak thief, so be alert at all times.
Park safely; look for a Parkmark accredited car park
www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder Check that your car is locked
before you leave it and don’t leave valuables and gifts on display in
your car.

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Don’t leave your car unattended with the engine running to de-ice it. It
only takes a second to steal your car and it would invalidate any insurance claim.
Make sure that you have considered how you will get home after
Christmas get togethers and avoid using unlicensed taxi’s. Ensure
you drink responsible, social distance and are aware of your surroundings, whilst keeping your drink and belongings safe.
www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety
Watch what you put on social media; check your settings to ensure
that you are not broadcasting when you are not at home and the lovely gifts you may have received.
After Christmas don’t advertise your nice gifts by putting the empty
boxes out for collection, disguise them, fold them up inside out or put
them inside another non-descript box.
Record your new property free on www.immobilise.com , install tracking and security apps on relevant electrical and computer products.

Have a Great Christmas and New Year!! For further crime prevention advice see: www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Airport

Essex Police 101 non emergency

Debden Clubs

(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: pcclerk@debden.org
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A selection of Autumn photos from your gardens.
(See article page 10)
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