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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page Ã18.00 Half page Ã12.00 Quarter page Ã10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 ϦtǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ !Řǳƭǘǎ 
 ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎϦ 
 
CƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ hǿŜƴ .ǊȅŀƴǘΦ               

/ŀƭƭ лмтфф рннмпр ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜΦ 
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From the Editor 

It doesnôt seem long since I sat down to write the editorial for last 
yearôs Christmas Pump - but what a year weôve had! We are all strug-
gling with ócrazyô Covid rules and trying to be thankful for the small 
things in life. Lets hope that the coming year is a better one for every-
body - I am hopeful that a return to ónormalô life is not too far away.  
Help is still available for those who need assistance with shopping etc. 
(Details on page 41) 

Karen Alexander, our Postmistress, has started a series of photo-
graphs of villagers during lockdown with the first one in this issue. 
Weôd love to see your pictures of life in lockdown, particularly drawings 
from a childôs perspective. Please email them to us: 
edtors@theparishpump.org. 

There is good news that the new Village Hall is going according to 
plan, and that an anonymous benefactor has donated a generous sum 
towards the funds.  

We have a letter from Stuart Walsh, Debden Parish Council Chairman, 
in which he responds to claims and accusations made by a small 
group of people who are against the project and wish to stop it. Their 
letters are also in this issue. 

We are sorry to hear that Stuart and Sara are moving away in the near 
future, and I am sure that villagers will join Marion and I in wishing 
them the very best for the future. 

I hope that you all have an enjoyable Christmas, despite the present 
circumstances, and that we are able to see our families and friends 
again over the festive period. 

Kathy  
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A Letter from your Parish Council Chairman 

 

I find it quite sad to be sitting here on a Sunday, writing this letter of re-
sponse for the December Pump whilst we are all no doubt turning our 
thoughts in a second ólockdownô to what Christmas this year might look like.   

There are two letters in this Pump aimed at the Parish Council and the  
project to build a new Village Hall and Sports Pavilion in the village. They 
come from a small number of residents in the village who have worked tire-
lessly this year to see the MoD grant lost and the project fail.  

The óDebden Residents Community Groupô led by Karen Roper, Gillian 
Tetlow and Roger Manser and other objectors including Simon Langman, 
Elisabeth Blackie and Tina Knight have petitioned every authority from the 
Charity Commission to the MoD to have the project stopped.  

The letters submitted to the Pump make claims and accusations that are 
poor and incorrect. The Pavilion will not cost us Ã355,000. The new hall is 
not ócurrently estimatedô to cost Ã1.3m. The Parish Council does not have 
ósomething to hideô. You will find an update on the new hall project else-
where in this Pump.  

Our current village hall has 12-18 months of life left without significant 
spend on repairs which are difficult to justify. The current plan for the new 
hall project shows the new hall being completed by around this time next 
year, providing a new centre for the community for generations to come. 
This would be a great cause for celebration after over 20 years of attempted 
new hall projects.  In stark contrast, due to the campaigning of the above 
group, the project is under constant and current threat which could indeed 
see the project fail and the closure of our current hall next year. The shop 
and post office would also be lost. We would as a result lose the very centre 
of our community.  

We are a democracy and the one thing that is certain is that as individuals, 
we will have different views and opinions. Thatôs what makes us and life 
around us interesting. Iôm sure many people have differing views about the 
proposed village hall ï its precise location, the design, what colour it is. We 
donôt however have the right, or arrogance to think our opinion is more im-
portant than that of others and take the actions this group have taken this 
year in pursuit of their own opinions or preferences.  This is not the behav-
iour of any óCommunity Groupô.  

A brilliant group of volunteers have come together to form our New Hall and 
Pavilion Project Team. As well as VHT and PC members we have residents 
with expertise in construction and engineering to ensure the project is well 
managed and arrives on time and to budget (as much as a pandemic and 
changing regulations and laws allows).  There is also constant fundraising 
going on which is hugely time consuming, as applications are prepared and 
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submitted to meet short deadlines. Alongside this, there is the support and 
administration needed to keep it all running. 

This isnôt the only thing going on in Debden. Other members of our com-
munity work quietly and often thanklessly doing their bit in the community ï 
running and supporting groups and clubs, keeping the tubs in the village 
looking great and maintaining our fragile village hall so we can continue to 
use it. There are too many selfless people to name ï they know who they 
are even if we sometimes do not. 

Your Parish Council are also volunteers with full time jobs and families ï 
they are a brilliant team and we are lucky after all the years of problems in 
Debden to have a team like this in place. They have worked incredibly hard 
this year and have achieved a great deal despite the challenges thrown at 
them. As I write this, some of them are out in the rain levelling the phone 
box in the village so we might make a better use out of it. Others are in the 
woods looking for a suitable Christmas tree to cut down and prepare so we 
can enjoy a festive centre piece in the village.  

We are accused and constantly challenged by a small group of not being 
open and transparent and not acting with integrity. We are plagued by this, 
our time consumed in responding to it rather than being focused on the 
more positive things we need to be doing. This is why we have had to put a 
policy in place to deal with such individuals and particularly, the actions of 
the óDRCGô. They state their goal is to óhold to accountô organisations. We 
are not a global corporation ï we are a small parish council in a small vil-
lage.  

This year has been one of the most difficult many of us have faced for a 
very long time. The loss of businesses and jobs due to COVID ï people 
ófurloughedô for long periods. People isolated ï unable to go out or see 
friends and family. This has been a year where the value of ócommunityô 
and the positive actions of communities has never been more important.  

Some of you may be aware that Sara and I are on the move ï all things 
being equal (and they never are!), we will be moving in the New Year. As a 
result I will have to step down as a Parish Councillor and as Chairman of 
the Council with the December PC meeting likely to be the last I can partic-
ipate in.  

We have lived here in Debden Green for almost 15 years and have memo-
ries and friendships that will last. 

We can only hope for a better 2021. In the meantime, I wish you all a 
healthy, safe and happy Christmas.   

Stuart 
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Parish Council News 

Village traffic calming measures 

As mentioned in last monthôs Pump we have requested that ECC 
validate a VAS sign for Mill Road. In addition to this, we have submit-
ted a request to ECC for double yellow lines in the High Street from 
Little Garth to the Plough Public House sign and for a 20mph speed 
limit from the entrance to Highfields through the village to the en-
trance to the Recreation Ground. 

Christmas tree 

A Christmas tree has kindly been donated and will be erected in the village 
centre to bring a little festive cheer.   We will be switching on the lights on 
December 5

th
 at 5.30pm and hope to be able to share the occasion with resi-

dents, either as a socially distanced gathering, or virtually, depending on re-
strictions at the time.  Updates will be shared on the PC and Residents Face-
book pages.  

PC meetings 

A clickable link to the PC Zoom meetings will be made available on the Deb-
den.org website and on the PC Facebook page to make joining easier. 

Byways 

Byways, whatôs open, whatôs not and what can we do? 

The two Traffic Restriction Orders (TROs) for Debden are now in place. One 
covers the entire length of Samsons Lane from opposite the sewage plant on 
Rook End Lane to Scotts Farm barns at Hamperden end (Byway 11-37). The 
other covers the byway from Scotts Farm barns to where the byway joins 
Cornells Lane in Widdington (Byway 11-75). The Byway from the end of 
Rook End Lane, up past Cabbage wood to Waldegraves Farm is still open 
(apologies - this was incorrectly reported as being closed in last monthôs 
Pump), as is the byway from the banger track to Cornells Lane. 

What do the TROs mean? They prohibit any motorised traffic from using 
those byways and 1.5 tonne blocks and a gate are now in place to stop 4x4s. 
The TROs do require a gap left for horses to be able to access the byways 
and obviously, if a horse can fit through a gap, so can a scramble bike. How-
ever, now that the TROs are in force, anybody caught using those byways 
will have committed a very specific Highways offence. Due to the amount of 
reporting, and being called to serious incidents, Essex Police are now aware 
of the scale of problem and are engaging proactively with landowners and 
the Parish Council. A number of recent offences are being followed up and 
moving forwards you may well become aware of a more visible Police pres-
ence in our area. This obviously has a positive benefit that goes beyond by-
ways. Weôve made some terrific progress this year on the matter of byways 
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but we need to keep up the effort. Please, please report any vehicles seen 
driving off registered byways and over fields and any at all on the ones 
covered by the TROs. Capturing full vehicle registrations is fantastic but 
any details of vehicles/riders help to piece together the picture and pin 
individuals down. Do not put yourself at risk though. 

Rural Crime 

Rural crime has been quiet in our parish lately but from local contacts we 
know that Hare Coursing is a major problem in parishes encircling us. For 
example, six separate incidents occurred it the Broxted, Henham area 
alone on Saturday the 7th. It is possible that these incidents and individu-
als will encroach on us at some point. Operation Galileo is a joint East of 
England Policing initiative targeting Hare Coursing. Details were in last 
monthôs Pump. As with byways crime the important message is, report, 
report, report. 

Planning 

UTT/20/2609/FUL Bayes House, Ivy Todd Hill 
Change of use of agricultural land to residential garden with 
associated wildlife planting, native species hedgerows, 
meadow grass with wild flowers, trees and a copse. 
Comments: Response to be drafted. 
 
UTT/20/2655/DFO Land North of Henham Road 
Details following outline application UTT/19/3113/OP for the 
erection of one dwelling, details of appearance, landscap-
ing, layout and scale. 
Comments: None 
 
UTT/20/2681/FUL Howe Barn, Newport Road: Erection of storage barn 

Comments: None 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable Christmas and that 
2021 brings health, hope and happiness.  
 
Thank you to all Parish Council members for your hard work this Year - Ed 
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Christmas Dinner 2020! 

There is a legend that one year, early on 25th December, the 
phone rang in the porterôs lodge of Jesus College, Cambridge. 
The porter picked up the phone and said óJesus éô. Before he 
could get out the word óCollegeô, a tenor voice elegantly sangô 
Happy Birthday to you!ô Whatever happens with this pandemic, 
the birthday of Jesus Christ will still be celebrated on Christmas 
Day. How we will celebrate is a different matter, this year shroud-
ed in uncertainty and undoubtedly rather different from usual.  

 

Leaving aside Church services, Carols, Cards, Presents, Decora-
tions and Lights, an important part of our Christmas celebrations 
is of course Christmas Dinner. Now Nina and I intend to cook our 
Turkeys, with the trimmings, come what may! So if you live in 
Debden or Debden Green and are going to be on your own this 
year, unable to visit or be visited by friends and family, and would 
like us to bring you a Christmas Dinner ï turkey, stuffing, roast 
potatoes, vegetables, gravy, bread sauce, cranberry sauce and a 
light pudding, with perhaps a mince pie or two, round about 
1.30pm, please let us know.  

 

Those of you who would like to help in this venture by providing 
some vegetables, mince pies, puddings, or by delivering meals, 
please give us a ring; your help will be very welcome.  

 

Hilary Davey (SW 542717)     
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com 

Nina Manser (SW 541863)    
Email: nina.manser@hotmail.co.uk  


