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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Owen Bryant.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
It doesn’t seem long since I sat down to write the editorial for last
year’s Christmas Pump - but what a year we’ve had! We are all struggling with ‘crazy’ Covid rules and trying to be thankful for the small
things in life. Lets hope that the coming year is a better one for everybody - I am hopeful that a return to ‘normal’ life is not too far away.
Help is still available for those who need assistance with shopping etc.
(Details on page 41)
Karen Alexander, our Postmistress, has started a series of photographs of villagers during lockdown with the first one in this issue.
We’d love to see your pictures of life in lockdown, particularly drawings
from a child’s perspective. Please email them to us:
edtors@theparishpump.org.
There is good news that the new Village Hall is going according to
plan, and that an anonymous benefactor has donated a generous sum
towards the funds.

We have a letter from Stuart Walsh, Debden Parish Council Chairman,
in which he responds to claims and accusations made by a small
group of people who are against the project and wish to stop it. Their
letters are also in this issue.
We are sorry to hear that Stuart and Sara are moving away in the near
future, and I am sure that villagers will join Marion and I in wishing
them the very best for the future.
I hope that you all have an enjoyable Christmas, despite the present
circumstances, and that we are able to see our families and friends
again over the festive period.

Kathy
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A Letter from your Parish Council Chairman
I find it quite sad to be sitting here on a Sunday, writing this letter of response for the December Pump whilst we are all no doubt turning our
thoughts in a second ‘lockdown’ to what Christmas this year might look like.
There are two letters in this Pump aimed at the Parish Council and the
project to build a new Village Hall and Sports Pavilion in the village. They
come from a small number of residents in the village who have worked tirelessly this year to see the MoD grant lost and the project fail.
The ‘Debden Residents Community Group’ led by Karen Roper, Gillian
Tetlow and Roger Manser and other objectors including Simon Langman,
Elisabeth Blackie and Tina Knight have petitioned every authority from the
Charity Commission to the MoD to have the project stopped.
The letters submitted to the Pump make claims and accusations that are
poor and incorrect. The Pavilion will not cost us £355,000. The new hall is
not ‘currently estimated’ to cost £1.3m. The Parish Council does not have
‘something to hide’. You will find an update on the new hall project elsewhere in this Pump.
Our current village hall has 12-18 months of life left without significant
spend on repairs which are difficult to justify. The current plan for the new
hall project shows the new hall being completed by around this time next
year, providing a new centre for the community for generations to come.
This would be a great cause for celebration after over 20 years of attempted
new hall projects. In stark contrast, due to the campaigning of the above
group, the project is under constant and current threat which could indeed
see the project fail and the closure of our current hall next year. The shop
and post office would also be lost. We would as a result lose the very centre
of our community.
We are a democracy and the one thing that is certain is that as individuals,
we will have different views and opinions. That’s what makes us and life
around us interesting. I’m sure many people have differing views about the
proposed village hall – its precise location, the design, what colour it is. We
don’t however have the right, or arrogance to think our opinion is more important than that of others and take the actions this group have taken this
year in pursuit of their own opinions or preferences. This is not the behaviour of any ‘Community Group’.
A brilliant group of volunteers have come together to form our New Hall and
Pavilion Project Team. As well as VHT and PC members we have residents
with expertise in construction and engineering to ensure the project is well
managed and arrives on time and to budget (as much as a pandemic and
changing regulations and laws allows). There is also constant fundraising
going on which is hugely time consuming, as applications are prepared and
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submitted to meet short deadlines. Alongside this, there is the support and
administration needed to keep it all running.
This isn’t the only thing going on in Debden. Other members of our community work quietly and often thanklessly doing their bit in the community –
running and supporting groups and clubs, keeping the tubs in the village
looking great and maintaining our fragile village hall so we can continue to
use it. There are too many selfless people to name – they know who they
are even if we sometimes do not.
Your Parish Council are also volunteers with full time jobs and families –
they are a brilliant team and we are lucky after all the years of problems in
Debden to have a team like this in place. They have worked incredibly hard
this year and have achieved a great deal despite the challenges thrown at
them. As I write this, some of them are out in the rain levelling the phone
box in the village so we might make a better use out of it. Others are in the
woods looking for a suitable Christmas tree to cut down and prepare so we
can enjoy a festive centre piece in the village.
We are accused and constantly challenged by a small group of not being
open and transparent and not acting with integrity. We are plagued by this,
our time consumed in responding to it rather than being focused on the
more positive things we need to be doing. This is why we have had to put a
policy in place to deal with such individuals and particularly, the actions of
the ‘DRCG’. They state their goal is to ‘hold to account’ organisations. We
are not a global corporation – we are a small parish council in a small village.
This year has been one of the most difficult many of us have faced for a
very long time. The loss of businesses and jobs due to COVID – people
‘furloughed’ for long periods. People isolated – unable to go out or see
friends and family. This has been a year where the value of ‘community’
and the positive actions of communities has never been more important.
Some of you may be aware that Sara and I are on the move – all things
being equal (and they never are!), we will be moving in the New Year. As a
result I will have to step down as a Parish Councillor and as Chairman of
the Council with the December PC meeting likely to be the last I can participate in.
We have lived here in Debden Green for almost 15 years and have memories and friendships that will last.

We can only hope for a better 2021. In the meantime, I wish you all a
healthy, safe and happy Christmas.
Stuart
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Parish Council News
Village traffic calming measures
As mentioned in last month’s Pump we have requested that ECC
validate a VAS sign for Mill Road. In addition to this, we have submitted a request to ECC for double yellow lines in the High Street from
Little Garth to the Plough Public House sign and for a 20mph speed
limit from the entrance to Highfields through the village to the entrance to the Recreation Ground.

Christmas tree
A Christmas tree has kindly been donated and will be erected in the village
centre to bring a little festive cheer. We will be switching on the lights on
December 5th at 5.30pm and hope to be able to share the occasion with residents, either as a socially distanced gathering, or virtually, depending on restrictions at the time. Updates will be shared on the PC and Residents Facebook pages.
PC meetings

A clickable link to the PC Zoom meetings will be made available on the Debden.org website and on the PC Facebook page to make joining easier.
Byways
Byways, what’s open, what’s not and what can we do?
The two Traffic Restriction Orders (TROs) for Debden are now in place. One
covers the entire length of Samsons Lane from opposite the sewage plant on
Rook End Lane to Scotts Farm barns at Hamperden end (Byway 11-37). The
other covers the byway from Scotts Farm barns to where the byway joins
Cornells Lane in Widdington (Byway 11-75). The Byway from the end of
Rook End Lane, up past Cabbage wood to Waldegraves Farm is still open
(apologies - this was incorrectly reported as being closed in last month’s
Pump), as is the byway from the banger track to Cornells Lane.
What do the TROs mean? They prohibit any motorised traffic from using
those byways and 1.5 tonne blocks and a gate are now in place to stop 4x4s.
The TROs do require a gap left for horses to be able to access the byways
and obviously, if a horse can fit through a gap, so can a scramble bike. However, now that the TROs are in force, anybody caught using those byways
will have committed a very specific Highways offence. Due to the amount of
reporting, and being called to serious incidents, Essex Police are now aware
of the scale of problem and are engaging proactively with landowners and
the Parish Council. A number of recent offences are being followed up and
moving forwards you may well become aware of a more visible Police presence in our area. This obviously has a positive benefit that goes beyond byways. We’ve made some terrific progress this year on the matter of byways
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but we need to keep up the effort. Please, please report any vehicles seen
driving off registered byways and over fields and any at all on the ones
covered by the TROs. Capturing full vehicle registrations is fantastic but
any details of vehicles/riders help to piece together the picture and pin
individuals down. Do not put yourself at risk though.
Rural Crime
Rural crime has been quiet in our parish lately but from local contacts we
know that Hare Coursing is a major problem in parishes encircling us. For
example, six separate incidents occurred it the Broxted, Henham area
alone on Saturday the 7th. It is possible that these incidents and individuals will encroach on us at some point. Operation Galileo is a joint East of
England Policing initiative targeting Hare Coursing. Details were in last
month’s Pump. As with byways crime the important message is, report,
report, report.
Planning
UTT/20/2609/FUL Bayes House, Ivy Todd Hill
Change of use of agricultural land to residential garden with
associated wildlife planting, native species hedgerows,
meadow grass with wild flowers, trees and a copse.
Comments: Response to be drafted.
UTT/20/2655/DFO Land North of Henham Road
Details following outline application UTT/19/3113/OP for the
erection of one dwelling, details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
Comments: None

UTT/20/2681/FUL Howe Barn, Newport Road: Erection of storage barn
Comments: None

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable Christmas and that
2021 brings health, hope and happiness.
Thank you to all Parish Council members for your hard work this Year - Ed
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Christmas Dinner 2020!
There is a legend that one year, early on 25th December, the
phone rang in the porter’s lodge of Jesus College, Cambridge.
The porter picked up the phone and said ‘Jesus …’. Before he
could get out the word ‘College’, a tenor voice elegantly sang’
Happy Birthday to you!’ Whatever happens with this pandemic,
the birthday of Jesus Christ will still be celebrated on Christmas
Day. How we will celebrate is a different matter, this year shrouded in uncertainty and undoubtedly rather different from usual.
Leaving aside Church services, Carols, Cards, Presents, Decorations and Lights, an important part of our Christmas celebrations
is of course Christmas Dinner. Now Nina and I intend to cook our
Turkeys, with the trimmings, come what may! So if you live in
Debden or Debden Green and are going to be on your own this
year, unable to visit or be visited by friends and family, and would
like us to bring you a Christmas Dinner – turkey, stuffing, roast
potatoes, vegetables, gravy, bread sauce, cranberry sauce and a
light pudding, with perhaps a mince pie or two, round about
1.30pm, please let us know.
Those of you who would like to help in this venture by providing
some vegetables, mince pies, puddings, or by delivering meals,
please give us a ring; your help will be very welcome.
Hilary Davey (SW 542717)
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com

Nina Manser (SW 541863)
Email: nina.manser@hotmail.co.uk
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If you love food but were a child of the 60’s in the UK
you should remember most of this!
~ Pasta had not been invented.
~ "Kebab" was not even a word, never mind a food.
~ Curry was an unknown entity. Indian restaurants were only found in India.
~ The only vegetables were spuds, peas, carrots, turnip, cauliflower and
cabbage. Mange tout and Pak choi were made up words. Chilli was in
South America and scotch bonnets were worn by old ladies in Aberdeen.
~ A take-away was a mathematical problem.
~ A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower.
~ Oil was for lubricating your bike chain - not for cooking.
~ Olive oil was kept in the medicine cabinet.
~ Spice went in Christmas cakes (and so did peel, yuk).
~ Herbs were used to make medicine I think.
~ All crisps were plain.
~ All soft drinks were called pop.
~ Coke was something that we put on the fire, we never drank it and we
certainly didn’t sniff it.
~ Ginger beer burnt your lips off.
~ Rice was a milk pudding, and never, ever part of your dinner.
~ A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining.
~ A microwave was science fiction.
~ Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves. The tea-cosy was the forerunner of all energy saving devices. Tea had only one flavour: it was tea
flavoured.
~ Figs and dates appeared every Christmas, but no one ever ate them.
~ Coconuts only appeared when the fair came to town.
~ Mayonnaise was called Salad cream.
~ Hors d'oeuvre was a spelling mistake.
~ Dinner consisted of what we were given, and not negotiable.
~ Only Heinz made baked beans.
~ Leftovers went in the dog.
~ Sauce was either brown or red.
~ Eating raw fish was called madness, not sushi.
~ The only ready meals came from the fish and chip shop.
~ Frozen food was called ice cream.
~ Nothing ever went off in the fridge because we never had one.
~ None of us had ever heard of yoghurt.
~ Brunch was not a meal.
~ Cheese only ever came in a hard lump or foil wrapped triangles.
~ If we had eaten bacon, lettuce and tomato in the same sandwich we
would have been certified insane.
~ Eating outside was called a picnic, not Al Fresco.
~ Seaweed was not a recognised food.
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~ Eggs were not called ‘free range’ they just were, and the shells were
white.
~ Pancakes were only eaten on Pancake Tuesday - it was compulsory.
~ The phrase "boil in the bag" would have been beyond our realms of comprehension.
~ The term "oven chips" would not have made any sense at all.
~ We bought milk and cream at the same time, in the same bottle, before
you gave it a shake.
~ Prunes were purely medicinal.
~ Pineapples only came in chunks in a tin.
~ We didn't eat Croissants because we couldn't pronounce them, we
couldn't spell them, and we didn't know what they were.
~ for Baguettes (see Croissants).
~ Garlic was used to ward off vampires in films, but never to be eaten.
~ Water came out of the tap; if someone had suggested bottling it and
charging for it they would have been locked up.

Did you Know? Six Christmas Facts
1. It is said that candy canes shape were meant to resemble a shepherd’s
staff to remind people of the shepherds who visited baby Jesus.
2. In the Bible, there is no mention of how many
wise men visited baby Jesus. The book of Matthew
states that they visited the baby Jesus and offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. People
just assume that there were three wise men because there were three gifts.

3. The origin of Christmas stockings: ‘An old story dating back to third century Turkey suggests that St. Nicholas would throw coins down the chimneys of poor women who couldn’t afford dowries. The legend continues that
the money would land in stockings that were hung over the fire to dry.’
4. As England no longer kept the feast day of Saint Nicholas on 6 December, the Father Christmas celebration was moved to 25 December to coincide with Christmas~ Day.
5. The “true love” mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas” does
not refer to a romantic couple, but the Catholic Church’s code for God. The
person who receives the gifts represents someone who has accepted that
code.
6. The popular Christmas song “Jingle Bells” was actually written for
Thanksgiving. The song was composed in 1857 by James Pierpont, and
was originally called “One Horse Open Sleigh”.
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New Village Hall
Pressing on despite lockdown – and funding increased
The New Village Hall Project Group is pressing on with plans for Debden’s
new hall despite the current lockdown and the prospect that uncertainty will
continue into next year. An opening in 2021 remains scheduled and a new
fundraising drive will build on recent gains that take the total raised to more
than 50 per cent of the estimated final cost.
The project group, comprising the Village Hall Trust (VHT), Debden Parish
Council, the Recreation Ground Trust and the New Village Hall Group, has
confirmed significant progress including the completion of ground surveys
and exploratory excavation preparatory to digging foundations (November
Pump), arboriculture and ecology surveys, and an asbestos survey on the
pavilion, to be demolished to make way for the new hall.
Following planning permission for the hall in August, detailed designs to
RIBA Stage 4 have been completed. Tenders will be submitted to a short
list of contractors so building work can be scheduled in the coming months.
“Projects nationally are being affected by the coronavirus, especially in the
construction sector,” said Richard Cawte, VHT chairman. “Despite that we
continue to make progress and believe we can build a new hall in 2021.
We have explained to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust, our biggest
funding provider, and to Uttlesford District Council that manages the grant,
how we intend to work together through this challenging period.”
Private donation
Meanwhile, recent grants have lifted the total raised for the hall to more
than £394,000, over half the estimated cost. The biggest private donation
has been an extraordinarily generous gift of £20,000 from an anonymous
benefactor with strong former ties to Debden who kept in touch with developments through the website, debdenvillagehall.com. “After seeing the
state of the old hall and plans to build a new one, I decided to help. The
plan for the new hall was really good news. It will be wonderful to see
something concrete after all this time,” the benefactor said.
“This amazing donation gave a massive boost to funding and we hope it
will encourage other benefactors to help us over the finishing line,” said
Richard.
With planning approval secured, a new fundraising programme will target
larger commercial organisations. Applications for a potential £100,000 will
be made in November alone.
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The parish council has also prepared a plan to fundraise for the replacement
pavilion adjoining the new hall, including bids to national sports bodies (see
Aviva Community Fund in this issue).
In the absence of a January Pump, the project group will post a further update on village websites in the new year.
MF

CAUGHT IN THE ACT!
Crime Stoppers in Thaxted Road spied masked individuals
apparently trying to steal the phone box. After a thorough investigation it turned out that masks were the anti-Covid type and it was in
fact public-spirited parish councillors who were re-positioning the
phone box that had started to resemble the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
The council have adopted decommissioned phone boxes in Thaxted Road and Debden Green and will be repurposing these iconic
pieces of street furniture for a community-minded use.
Pump roving reporter

13

Debden Parish Pump

14

December 2020

Debden Parish Pump

December 2020

The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.

Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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District Councillor’s report from Cllr Stewart Luck
This month has been turned sour by reports I am getting that
people have written to Uttlesford to try to get UDC to
withdraw the £236,400 grant that the MOD donated to this
village in order to help build a new village hall. Why would
anyone do that? Are these people mad?
I for one support the idea of a new village hall because we have seen this
village go through formal consultations about it. Compromises have been
made and plans have been revised over several years. Now Planning Permission has been granted and I think the village are almost at a stage
where contractors can be appointed and work started.
Our ECC Cllr Simon Walsh should be answering the question as to why
ECC services are not addressing highways and drainage problems. Write to
him and cc me please.
Thank you to those of you who have written to me recently. Planning seems
to be a regular topic I deal with.
Here are my thoughts on the application for 25 houses on land West of
Thaxted Rd.
The government are saying that UDC must make provision for thousands of
houses in our area over the next 20 years and produce a local plan. Debden
has not had any development since the 1980's. Highfields has worked out
well and with hindsight I can't think of many in the village who would object
if that development came up now.
I have written to the planners to express my preference that the entrance is
opposite the Pentecostal church. Recently with an amendment lodged by
the developers there may be some confusion over that so I will write again
to clarify. The development, if built, is expected to be a mix of properties to
include "real council houses" owned by UDC. If that happened the usual
allocation process would be used for tenants. I would think that being
brought up in Debden helps. Likewise, if local people wanted to buy starter
homes I understand the developer being local themselves likes to see that
happen.
I would hope the lessons learnt from Wimbish Passive homes could be incorporated along with ideas for working from home and using public
transport to reduce dependence on private cars.
You can contact me on my mobile: 07974188395
Or email:cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new
regulations may affect your mental health. Remember, you are not alone.
There is support available, please see Livewell's mental health resources
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-wellbeing/
Church Alpha Course
Alpha is a 10 week course that ceates a space, online or in person, where
people join together for a conversation about faith, life and God. Looking at
questions such as 'Who is Jesus?', 'How and why should I read the Bible?'
and 'What does the Holy Spirit do?', you would be welcome to join us.The
format is based on watching a presentation video followed by an informal
discussion. Visit https://www.alpha.org/try-alpha/ for an introduction.
Join our welcome session 'Is there more to life than this?'
Wednesday 13th January 8.00 - 9.30pm or Thursday 14th January 2.00 2.30pm.

No expectations or commitments. Online or in person if guidance allows.
(details to be confirmed in the New Year)
To register interest or find out more, please contact John Saxon, Team Vicar, Saffron Walden and villages Team Ministry, Tel 01799 541619 or 07484
332734
Email: debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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Debden Brownies News
Debden Brownies have continued to keep in
contact during the Autumn term. Prizes have been
awarded for our sunflower competition; well done
to all girls who took part. The Brownies have also
been receiving a regular newsletter celebrating
achievements and including activities for them to
try out. At the moment they are working on entries
for the District handicraft competition.
We have also been holding Zoom meetings which have been great fun;
every session including some games and usually a craft activity. Making
Halloween fortune tellers and witch bookmarks was not an easy task
online!
This week the firework pictures looked really good.
Congratulations to Matilda and Keira who have been enrolled into
Brownies and welcome to Maisie who has joined our unit this term.
Ann Bannister
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We did Remember them.
Unfortunately, as we are all now aware in Debden, we had to
commemorate our fallen in a different way this year.
Our remembrance began on Wednesday 4th November where
Richard the branch Vice Chairman and Standard bearer, and Andy
Pearce, our Poppy appeals organiser and I
laid a wreath at the memorial at Debden Village Memorial Hall, where the names of the
fallen were read out.
On Saturday I laid a cross
on our war grave in Debden
Churchyard to pay my
respects to R C Gilder.

Rev John Saxon.

On Sunday I joined the live
streamed service led by Chris Bishop at Wendens Ambo,
followed by watching the Act of Remembrance video compiled by Carver Barracks Padre, the
Rev Captain Richard Begg and the

On Wednesday 11th Richard Cawte led the Debden
Academy Act of Remembrance where wreaths were
laid from our branch the
school and from out District
Councillor Stewart Luck.
It was pleasing to see the
poppy poster in the
windows and candles
lit on the 11th November during the twominute silence.
Isaac Reeve and Logan Armour
played
their
bugles with gusto to pay their
respects.

Thank you for helping us to
keep the promise, we will remember them;
Debden did remember them.
Michael Barton
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Drawing a line in the sand!
Now here’s a funny thing! Mike went into his office and moved his laptop,
to discover a neat pile of what looked like brown sugar on top of the desk.
Mystified, he called me to have a look. I then noticed two more neat piles of
the same stuff hidden behind a Sellotape dispenser on a lower shelf of the
desk.
We were making sloe gin at the time and had to buy golden caster sugar to
add to the ingredients. Was it possible that, somehow, the sugar had found
its way into the office and spilled on to the desk – in three separate places?
And before you say it, gin was not a factor in the mystery!
We gingerly tasted the stuff and it was not sugar, more like fine sand. But
how did it get there? Our minds raced. Was this one for the rodent control
man, Crime Stoppers or even Poirot? Instead, we put the mystery out to
family and friends.
Now, the clue is in the information above and the picture. Any ideas?
No? Ok. As soon as we mentioned a Sellotape dispenser, our daughter
Nikki said, without hesitation, “That’s the answer!”
Somehow, she knew that fine sand is used as ballast in the base of the
dispenser to give it weight. And sure enough, we lifted the dispenser and
out poured a fine stream of sand from a crack in the base.
So, we’ve drawn a line in the sand on that one! And the sloe gin is coming
on nicely, thank you.
Pat Fairchild
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Letters
Hello everyone, we are a new family that has joined your lovely village of
Debden, but you just haven't met us yet!
We are Mick and Debbie and we have four children; Frankie age 14,
Peaches age 12, Dolly age 10, and Alfie 9. We have 3 kittens:
Sherlock, Moriarty, and Mycroft (Sherlock Holmes fans binge-watch on
Netflix during lockdown!)
We homeschool all the children and have been for 4 years, we really enjoy
it, and we love art!
We moved here from Peterborough and we lived 5 minutes from the city
center. We still wake up every day and think we are so lucky to be living in
such a beautiful place.
We have met a few people in the village and everyone has been so welcoming to us.
We cannot wait until we can connect with everyone and be part of the community!
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and better times
to come for us all.
Debbie and Mick.
A warm welcome to Debbie, Mick and family! If you are new to the village and
would like to introduce yourselves, please let us know :
editors@theparishpump.org

An open letter to the Parish Council
Debden Parish Councillors have reported that they are experiencing vexation from being buffeted by requests for information from residents about
the new Hall Project.
Quite clearly they need to look to the mirror, as there would be no need for
such requests if they were capable of doing their homework properly.
In an update on the New Village Hall on page 13 of the February 2020 edition of Parish Pump, Mike Fairchild reported that the likely cost of replacing
the pavilion would be " ...in the region of £100,000 to £150,000 ....". The
same information was included in a leaflet "To the Residents of the Parish
of Debden", signed by Stuart Walsh as Chairman of Debden Parish Council, and issued in February 2020. Less than nine months later we have
learned that the design of the pavilion, developed for the Parish Council by
the same architectural practice as that being used by the Hall Trustees, is
professionally costed at £355,000!
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It is small wonder that many residents have absolutely no faith in the legitimacy of the proposals to rebuild the Hall, particularly as the original cost
estimates for replacing the pavilion may well have influenced the outcome of
the Consultation to raise £400,000 via the precept.
With the cost estimates for the pavilion being so disastrously underestimated, has the Parish Council, in their capacity as Custodian
Trustees of the Village Hall Trust, bothered to have the projected costs of
the new Hall independently checked? If not, I suggest they get on with it now
and report their findings publically, before allowing any further work to proceed. Better still, cancel the project now, before any further unnecessary
expenditure is incurred. We could then start afresh with a clean sheet.
Roger Manser
Stuart Walsh has responded to this letter on pages 4 and 5 - Ed

Dear Resident
Here are some of the questions and answers from the PC meetings of September/October that the Debden Residents’ Community Group feel you
should be aware of.
1. The PC are about to give the Village Hall Trust a loan of £400,000.
We are not giving the Village Hall Trust a loan of £400,000. The PC will be
applying for a loan facility of up to £400,000 for a project. We will then go to
the PWLB to draw down funds up to that value; we may not draw down on
the loan at all.
2. If the PC draw down from the loan and the Village Hall have surplus
income will that be paid back to the Parish Council at some point? If
the money is drawn down, is there any assurance it will be returned to
the PC?
The PC do not have any assurances, they are not required.
3. The £400,000 loan is for the Village Hall, where is the money coming
from for the Pavilion?
The PC has £25,000 set aside for the pavilion. Funding cannot be obtained
from Sport England, but Essex FA has supported the project and there are a
number of other Grant providers. The cost plan is being finalised and should
come together in four/six weeks.
4. Could you confirm there is an Auditor’s report for 2018/19?
There is a report, all members of the Council have seen it, but it has not
been signed off.
(Cont’d on page 28)
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
This time last year, no-one could have predicted the sort
of year we have had in 2020. Even with the news of a vaccine for Covid 19
hitting the headlines as I write, I would guess there would be few who
would predict how 2021 will turn out to be. Our collective hope though I am
sure is one of a successful vaccination programme and a return to a more
socially connected way of life.
Now, there are still doubts about Christmas and the social restrictions to
our celebrations, in spite of our Prime Minister’s reassurances. However
we celebrate, we are in some part joining with many through the past two
millennia who renew their hope in the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with
us. I wonder what your journey through the season will look like. Some
have started earlier this year, putting up their tinsel and Christmas Trees to
brighten up their home during the second lockdown. Others may be anticipating festive food to be shared with friends and family. Then of course
there is the joy of giving and receiving of presents.
We recall from the nativity story that it was the Wise Men or Magi who
brought gifts to the infant Jesus and I am reminded of T S Eliot’s poem the
‘Journey of the Magi’. The first lines set out the difficult journey they had
embarked upon to find the new king told in the appearance of the star.
A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.'
And yet, on reflection after their journey, the Magi of the poem states he
would do it again. He had found in his visit to the birth a challenge to his
old way of life – as the poem says he was ‘no longer at ease in the old dispensation.’ Covid has made our life difficult and challenged our old ways.
But along with the wise men this year, let Christmas challenge us too. In
the bible reading from John’s Gospel, chapter 1, often used at Christmas
services, it says of Jesus, the light of the world, ‘The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’ I pray that the joy,
peace and hope of the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, may replace
any despair, fear and frustration you have as this very difficult year comes
to a close.
I welcome you to join us at one of our Christmas services, online or in person as circumstances allow. In the New Year, I will hold an ‘Alpha Course’
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looking at issues of faith and the basics of Christianity. You would be very
welcome to join me for this too, where I hope you may find for yourself
something of the joy, peace and hope of knowing God is with you.
Best wishes for a happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Rev’d John Saxon
For details of services and the Alpha Course https://debdenchurch.org.uk/
Church Services for December 2020 and January 2021
Date / Day

at Debden

at Wimbish

online (via ZOOM)

06 Dec
Advent 2

No Service

13 Dec
Advent 3

9.15 am
Holy Communion

Church Closed

20 Dec
Advent 4

No Service

No Service

3.00 pm and 6.30 pm
Readings and Carols

24 Dec
Christmas Eve

No Service

No Service

4.00 pm
Christmas Story

9.15 am
9.15 am Zoom Service
Holy Communion (if Church closed)

25 Dec
9.15 am
11.00 am
Christmas Day Holy Communion Holy Communion

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

27 Dec
Christmas 1

9.15 am
Holy Communion

No Service

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

03 Jan
Christmas 2

No Service

9.15 am
Sunday Praise*

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

10 Jan
Epiphany 1

9.15 am
Sunday Praise*

No Service

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

17 Jan
Epiphany 2

No Service

9.15 am
Holy Communion

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

24 Jan
Epiphany 3

9.15 am
Holy Communion

No Service

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

31 Jan
Epiphany 4

No Service

9.15 am
Family Communion

9.15 am Zoom Service
(if Church closed)

This schedule may be subject to change. Please refer to the Church websites
for updates.
Joining details for Zoom Services are : Meeting ID : 943 194 383
Password : 888035.
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(Cont’d from page 25)
We would like to take the opportunity to comment on last month’s article by
the PC Chairman.
Due to the failure of the council to provide information regarding certain aspects of its behaviour, for instance there seems to be some confusion
amongst the council of the existence of the auditor’s report for 2018/19, we
have reluctantly been forced to request information under the Freedom of
Information Act. These have all been refused, even though the council claim
that they are open and transparent. It would appear that they have something to hide.
As a councillor you are in public service and answerable to the public. If the
councillors have other priorities that prevent them from providing the residents of Debden with the service that they deserve they should not have
sought election to the council and need to consider their position. There are
two councillors who are members of the New Village Hall Group, this is a
position that the residents did not elect them to. It would appear that they do
not have enough time to give to both causes and must resign from one immediately.
The Debden Residents’ Community Group would like to point out that we
are not opposed to a new hall project we are just horrified at the ever increasing, currently estimated at £1.3m, and totally unnecessary cost of the
project whilst continuing to put the grant in jeopardy.
The DRCG Group
For anyone wishing to see them, Parish Council Draft minutes are always
published on the Debden.org website - Ed

Debden Primary Academy News
Pupils and staff had a great deal of fun at
Debden Primary Academy on Friday when they
were able to wear their pyjamas or spotty outfits in
return for a donation for Children in Need.
The school raised a fantastic amount of money
that has now been sent off to help this wonderful
fund raising event.

28

Debden Parish Pump

December 2020

29

Debden Parish Pump

December 2020

News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,

The Christmas story is filled with people searching for Jesus. We
see the shepherds, the wise men and Simeon and Anna in the temple, who had been awaiting the arrival of Jesus the promised Messiah.
With this theme in mind here is a
word search based around the appearance of the angels recorded in
Luke chapter 2 verses 8-14. All the
words in bold are in the puzzle.
There are also 3 hidden mystery
words that will be very familiar to
readers of this publication!
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”
With perhaps a very different Christmas ahead this year we pray
that you will know the true peace and joy of the season and the
good news of Jesus, God’s most wonderful gift to the world.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
There are no meetings at the moment and the church will remain shut
for the time being until it is safe for us to open, taking into account all
risk factors. We look forward to the days ahead when we will again be
able to meet together.
_____________________________

Christmas Word Search

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416 if you would like us to
pray for you, or those close to you, at this time.
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Parish Pump Chairman’s Report
November 2020
It’s been 41 years since the very first copies of the Parish Pump landed on
the mats of the villagers of Debden and Debden Green and I can’t think of a
time since when our village magazine would have been more needed than
when the country went into lockdown earlier this year. Our April issue contained vital telephone numbers of local volunteers offering support and, as
Kathy wrote in her editorial, the Debden Villagers rallied together with offers
of help, demonstrating the strength of our community spirit. And these offers
of support and phone numbers have been repeated in every edition since; no
one is left without help and support in our village!
The hideous virus completely wrecked all the year’s planned events in Debden (and there were so many!) but as long as everyone gets through this in
good health, it’s a sacrifice I’m sure we all accept. One of the casualties was
Debden’s Open Gardens planned for June but thanks to Hilary Davey and
April Gardner this moved online! They created Debden Gardens 2020 on
Facebook and invited villagers to send in pictures of their lovely gardens,
plants, trees, shrubs, fruit trees, and our editors were delighted to share a
selection of the pictures in the Pump each month. We truly hope they brightened your day and brought you pleasure.
We did worry at first that we may not receive enough content to fill the pages
during the very strange period of lockdown but you didn’t let us down! Thank
you to all who sent in articles and pictures; it really proved that it will take
more than a plague to stop Debdenites making the most of a bad situation!
On behalf of the Parish Pump Committee I would like to pass on our immense gratitude to our wonderful printers, Copycats. Even with a much reduced workforce they still got the Pump printed and ready for collection on
time every single month. And of course we are also so grateful to our lovely
band of helpers who kept calm and carried on! Our thanks to every one of
you
We would also like to thank all our advertisers, old and new; your custom is
extremely important to us and we are so appreciative of your support.
Finally, my sincere gratitude to Jane Langham (Secretary), Linda Clarke
(Treasurer), Colin Harris (Distribution), Andrew Burchall (Auditor) and of
course our superb editors Marion Bamfield and Kathy Brown.

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and here’s hoping that 2021 will
be very different to 2020 – and only in a good way!
Jane Pearce
Chairman
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Now serving a full menu with indoor and outdoor
seating available
Opening hours

Wed, Thu & Sat 5pm-10pm
Fri 5pm-11pm
Sun 12pm-6pm
Food served Wed-Sat 5.30pm-8.30pm
Sun 12pm-3pm
Booking essential as seating is limited. Please
call us to reserve a table.
Please visit our Facebook page to see up-to-date
information about our opening hours, services &
menu (Facebook account not required to view our
page!)
01799 541899
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
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ComputerCare-SaffronWalden
All types of PC support work undertaken
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving
Broadband & Wireless
New system installation
Data recovery
Advice on new PC purchase

Tutoring
Home networking
Repairs & Upgrades

We come to you!

Our aim is to have satisfied customers who will recommend us to others

01799 520514

mail@computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
www.computercare-saffronwalden.co.uk
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS
GROUP
Like many other organisations, this year we have been unable to organise
regular events with public access because of the Covid-19 pandemic. As a
result, all our regular talks have been cancelled and/or postponed
indefinitely.
However, we have had a very busy time responding to many requests by a
number of members, newcomers to the village and previous residents who
have moved away in past times.
The long spells of lockdown have reignited in people a desire to find out
about their family history and we have had enquiries as far afield as Cornwall, Devon, France and the USA. Some of our enquirers have sent us old
photographs and more information about their old family house, from
Deynes House to Debden Hall, to Brick House when it was Rhodes Shop
in the late Sixties. Also, photographs of the School Festival in 1967 and of
Debden Traction Engine rally in 1969 with an assortment of Ploughing,
Threshing Machines and Tractor Engines.
The Felsted History Recorder has kindly sent us cuttings from several editions of the Essex Countryside magazine going back to the 1950s. There
are some very interesting articles on Debden, including Debden Airfield
over the years and Debden Hall. The article on the latter, dating from 1961,
is quite amusing in that the writer keeps confusing our Debden Hall with
Debden House in Debden near Loughton and historic references are
mixed up. We plan to select some of the more interesting snippets from
these articles for future editions of the Pump.
In July we were asked to help a young student who was undertaking a MA
Archive Administration University degree to establish her chosen career as
an archivist. Henry and I sat outside in the garden on a balmy afternoon
with her and spent a couple of pleasant hours discussing the work of the
Debden Local History Recorders’ Group. Her dissertation focused on how
local history recorders support local history research. The main topics included acquisition, storage, access, outreach as well as the connections
with local institutions such as the Essex Record Office, Saffron Walden
Library and Museum.
As we announced in the Parish Pump in July, Membership of the Group
is Free for 2020/2021. It is hoped that more people will offer to help with
transcribing, scanning and filing old documents.
Please contact us 01799 540528 or our Secretary on 01799 543164
or email: debdenhistory@btinternet.com
With best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year
Elisabeth Blackie
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Debden in Lockdown : Photograph No 1
This is the first in a series of photographs depicting what villagers are doing during lockdown. Please send in your pictures!

Mandy Hutson passing a lovely Sunday afternoon, with Marley taking
a well earned rest, and Summer ‘on lookout’....
Karen Alexander

Practical help still available!
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the
churchwardens.
Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619
Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years
Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly and kind.
Boost your child’s maths skills today.
Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Airport

Essex Police 101 non emergency

Debden Clubs

(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Thurs. 9am - 12 noon)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (Richard Simmonds) S/W 541084
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01279 850161
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Stuart Walsh ……………..01371 831665
swalsh@debden.org
(Chairman, Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Vice Chm, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: pcclerk@debden.org
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