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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution
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distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Janice Harding.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
I think we are all feeling a lot more cheerful now that lockdown has
eased and we can see our friends and family again. The simple
pleasure of eating at a café or restaurant is back, even if we have to
sit outside, and it’s great to see little businesses thriving again, including our village pub.
The Poetry competition entries were all excellent and the judges were
so impressed with the quality of the poetry that they decided to award
runner up prizes, with joint second prizes in the 11-18 category. Congratulations to all poets.
There are a few things going on in the village in May - the FODS
‘Debden Inspires’ trail from 1st - 3rd May (information on page 37), a
sunflower competition, a Family Fun morning on the 22nd (see page
11), and the start of the Litterpick (page 4) - all organised by our
marvellous volunteers.

A Parish Poll is to take place on the 20th May at a cost of £1000 to
the village (see information regarding the ambiguity of the question
on pages 10-11).
There have been some negative comments directed at the Parish
Pump recently from a small group of people who have accused the
editors of bias. We would like to say that although we are in fact volunteers we do take our role very seriously and endeavour to produce
a balanced publication. We also reserve the right to refuse to publish
letters and articles that we consider to be factually wrong or simply
nasty. Fortunately this decision is rarely necessary.
I hope you all have a wonderful May, whatever you are doing.
Kathy
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Shared Memories of RAF Debden

Local residents Stewart Luck and Edward Tetlow are pictured with Jonathan Richichi, a Master Sergeant with the U.S. Air Force stationed at
RAF Mildenhall. They met at the memorial to the RAF and US 4th Fighter
Group, the famous Eagles Squadron, at former RAF Debden, now
Carver Barracks.
Jonathan was there to pay tribute to his grandfather, Charles E. “Chuck” Konsler, whose funeral
took place the same day at his home in
Claremont, FL USA. Jonathan laid a wreath on the
memorial along with a framed picture of his grandfather with a note of his service record and decorations. As a 1st Lt, “Chuck” Konsler was based at
RAF Debden between September 1944 and May
1945. He flew missions in the North American P51 Mustang fighter, the Convair B-36 bomber on
mapping missions for Strategic Air Command and
ferried P-51s to Sweden, where he was also an
Chuck Konsler
adviser to the Swedish Air Force. While in Sweden
he flew combat missions, downing an enemy aircraft. He retired from the
USAF in 1969 as a Lt. Col.
Stewart Luck, our district councillor, introduced Jonathan to Edward Tetlow of
Ricketts Farm that borders the old airfield. Edward shared his memories of
RAF Debden’s war years with our American visitor. The framed tribute to
“Chuck” Konsler’s service career will be relocated at Debden Barns alongside other mementos from the former base.
MF
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Poetry Competition
Thank you to all of you who sent in your poems. Each one was excellent
and we thoroughly enjoyed reading them. The judges had a hard time
selecting the winners! In both categories the poems were so good that
we decided to award runner up prizes - two in the under 18s as both got
equal votes, and one in the adult category. Sadly there we no entries
from under 11s. Here are the results:
Under 18 group
Sophia Diggins received a £20 book token
Esme Reeves and Eddie Diggins both received a £10 book token.
Adult group
Michelle Perrett received a £20 book token and Caroline Reeves £10.
Congratulations! All the poems will be published in the Pump over the
next few months. Here are the winning poems.

Free
Finally in a long straining year we can be free
Free, free to meet and greet
Free, free to play and laugh
Free, free to hug and kiss
Free, a word I have not heard in a long time
Free, free to commemorate the people we lost
Free, free to celebrate the NHS
Free, free to be free
But we are still not completely free
Free is a word you can style and vary
It is your opinion to feel how free you are
Always be in the open field never be in the corner

Just remember there is always the option to be FREE.
Eddie Diggins age 12
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Returning to Life
We were thrust into lockdown in March 2020,
Curiosity, caution and uncertainty were plenty,
We clapped for the NHS, drew rainbows to show support,
Zoom calls and Facetimes, quizzes galore
Commuting to the kitchen, homeschooling and strife
Masks, testing, bubbling - a new way of life
We lost many on the way, those who fought so hard,
Never to be forgotten, their memories we will guard.

Sophia Diggins

Summer came and went, autumn, winter, now spring,
And finally, we dare say, some normality again,
An unforgettable journey, filled with lows, twists and turns,
Life will never be the same, but we welcome its return.
Sophia Diggins age 17

My Covid Poem
When Covid walked through the door, not everyone wanted to endure
What Boris said, was it actually going to go ahead.
Parties where forbidden, and noses had to be hidden
Summer exams yes or no? Schools where no one could go
When summer came, things went back to normal again
But of course it was too good to be true,
as a lockdown was ready to brew.
Getting tired is this real? Trust me it’s not ideal!
Where had Halloween gone?
Its nearly 2021!
Christmas cancelled; Dreams trampled.
New year’s eve, would you believe?
Lockdown three, as you can see.
Vaccinate the elderlies, what about me?
Schools will be back shortly, everything will be done
securely.
Parents waiting, children debating

Esme Reeve

When will all this be over? Where’s my lucky clover?
At the end of Covid, I’m sure everyone will loathe it!
Esme Reeve age 12
7
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You wouldn’t believe me if…
I had told you last year, you would work entirely
from your house,
Dressed only in pyjamas, with your laptop and your
mouse!
That government will pay you under the new
furlough scheme,
You’ll wash your hands to the birthday song; oh it
must be a dream!

Michelle Perrett

If I told you last year that your kids won’t go to school,
But after just a couple of weeks, even they won’t think it’s cool.
They’ll start to realise quite quickly, that teachers aren’t that bad,
It’s certainly is much better than schooling by mum and dad.
As the hospitals start to fill, beyond all wild expectation,
We’ll join together, side by side, as a truly grateful nation.
We’ll stand outside on Thursdays, to this you will confess,
We’ll clap and cheer, and praise the work of our wonderful NHS.
When we go to the supermarket, we’ll stand outside and queue,
In the hope that in aisle ten, we can find something for the loo!
We’ll be told we can’t visit a pub, or go out for a meal,
And the desperate need to have a hug is something we’ll all feel.
No-one would have ever believed that a tiny little virus,
Can transmits so very easily, and gets right inside us.
But amazing scientists around the world came up with vaccinations,
And with army-like precision, we’ll vaccinate the nations
So hold on in there, just a few more months before this lockdown
ends,
When finally hairdressers can open up and deal with your split-ends.
When life returns to near normal, oh it really will be great,
And can you imagine the party, when all of Debden CELEBRATES…
Michele Perrett
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We Didn’t Stop the COVID
Wuhan Province, Hubei, mid China, far away
COVID 19, wet market, suspect pangolin
Cases rising, getting closer, super spreader, city
closure
Diamond Princess, quarantine, Europe cases,
new
disease.
Boris statement, schools close, exams cancelled, Caroline Reeve
cases rose
Huw Edwards, death toll, Laura Kuenssberg, toilet roll
Captain Tom, lock down, Zoom parties, empty towns
Borders close, flights landed, travel banned, people stranded.
We couldn’t stop the COVID
It was always spreading since the virus breaking.
We didn’t spot the COVID
No we didn’t light it but it’s hard to fight it.
Nightingale, second wave, face mask, illegal rave
Ventilators, PPE, Professor Whitty on TV.
Pasta shortage, pubs closed, what the heck is furlough?
Tired doctors, no rest; Barnard Castle eye test!
Rainbow windows, summer days, people hopeful, get aways
Algorithm, Gavin’s blunder, Exam U-turn, Teachers wonder!
Matt Hancock, Rishi Sunak, Summer easing, COVID’s back.
Oxford vaccine, Trump defeat, Christmas cancelled, on repeat.
We couldn’t stop the COVID
It was always spreading since the virus breaking.
We didn’t spot the COVID
No we didn’t light it but it’s hard to fight it.
Caroline Reeve (with a little help from Billy Joel)
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District Councillor’s report to Parish Pump May 2021
I am writing this as if I was an outsider shining a light to highlight what is going on in Debden. Quite honestly, I feel it’s a mess and needs sorting out.
The basics of a civilised society are there but not being used properly. Democracy when I looked it up is defined as “a system of government by the
whole population”. That’s you me and everybody who lives here without
references to age, colour or creed.
I was brought up as a Christian to be kind and helpful to others. My God fills
me with the Holy Spirit and every morning I wake to the challenge of life and
live it to the full. I have worked hard and in retirement life is wonderful, that
said I am not retired because I am your
District Councillor with responsibilities. You put your trust in me when you
elected me into the Wimbish & Debden Ward seat, or not! In my previous
working life I was a pilot, well trained to professional standards so when 480
souls were on my Jumbo jet they expected a smooth ride avoiding bad
weather and arriving SAFELY at the destination of choice. Their lives were
literally in my hands. Those professional standards are ingrained in me and I
apply those to my District Councillor’s position. All the time I deal with assorted problems that are often new to me. Covid 19 was something new and
its cost us all dearly but UDC and the village have acted responsibly and are
getting to grips with “the new normal” as we come to summer 2021. Bring on
the Village Fete!
There are elections on May 6th, I can’t encourage you to apply for a postal
vote as it’s too late, but can I implore you to be involved in the democratic
process and turn up at the polling station to elect a new Essex County
Councillor and a new Parish Councillor.
I now want to shine a light on the village Poll called by 12 members at a
public meeting held in the church in the first quarter of 2020. It was their
democratic right to do that. It was asked if they were really sure they wanted
this Poll as it will cost the village £1000 to hold it on May 20th. It was also
explained that the result would be indicative but not legally binding. With that
knowledge the question was decided and it’s going ahead.
Recently a member of Debden community asked me exactly what that question meant as it seemed ambiguous, so I was moved to write to UDC Democratic services to find out. The reply is reprinted on the following page:
Q. Do you support the building of a village hall for Debden on the current site?
The question as it is stands by law and cannot be changed and the poll
will go ahead on 20 May. It seems straight forward to me – current site
means on the land where the current one is i.e. NOT elsewhere in the
village, so you could build it on the car park or the grass area of the
10
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village hall site as this would still be within the current site
boundary. The Returning Officer has no legal grounds to challenge the
question – as long as it can be answered by Yes or No, which it can.
Phil Hardy, Electoral Services Manager
So as I hope you can see it pays to be professional and be really, really certain that what you wish for is what you want. I and others who attended the
meeting know that that is not what the 12 intended when they proposed the
question. Now we are stuck with that being part of the mess I mentioned earlier.
Because I know how important a hall is to the community, I will vote for any
hall by voting YES.
If you DON’T want a village hall then vote NO.
In the words of a famous comedian……May your God go with you!

cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 07974188395
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Letters
Farewell to Debden
AS I sit here tapping out this note, we're surrounded by Pretlove's removal
boxes, random furniture and cases of oddments, having recently - just three
weeks ago - moved from Three Horseshoes, Hamperden End.
Our new home is in the centre of the village in Hinxton, a big wrench after 34
years living in Debden Parish. This is our opportunity to say a fond farewell
to our many friends in a lovely village that made us very welcome back in
1987 when we moved from Lancashire to Bray Cottage, High Street (now
Rhubarb Cottage).
My daily commute to Fleet Street was made so much more bearable by returning late at night to the sanity and tranquility of village life. Our daughters
both went to the local primary and learned ride at Hannah's, and Lynn
helped in the shop and at Mums and Toddlers.
We lived there for eight years before buying Three Horseshoes, in Hamperden End, the attraction being the three acres of paddocks for our two daughter's horses.
Now, the girls - Chloe and Lucy - have moved to their own homes and both
married, it proved just too big and was too far away from a community for our
likes. We probably would have moved back into Debden if the right house
had come up, but when we spotted the thatched cottage just 200 yards from
a welcoming pub in Hinxton, the attraction proved irresistible!
So it's a big Thank You to Debden, and we will be back to see our friends
and to enjoy the excellent food and drink at the Plough once the current crisis has eased.

Best wishes,
Jon and Lynn Smith
The Smith family will be missed in the village. We wish them all the very best
in their new home - Ed

Maths tutoring ages 8-13 years
Face2Face or online. Highly qualified and experienced. Friendly
and kind. Boost your child’s maths skills today.
Tel. 07891 698546 Email: debsdigby@gmail.com
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

Providing clients with premium transport
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.

Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
17
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The Beast of Rowney Wood
Have you discovered The Beast of Rowney
Wood? I came across it by chance the other
day. I’ve heard that it marks the spot where a
Chow Chow, a breed of dog first introduced to
this country from China in the 1700s and used
to frighten poachers, disobeyed an order from
a local farmer. So the story goes, the farmer,
who had magical powers, was so angry at the
Chow Chow’s disobedience that he turned his
canine miscreant into a tree, creating the myth.
At least the dog kept its bark.
Stroller

INCREASED OPENING HOURS AT THE
POST OFFICE!

Monday

08.00 - 12.30

Tuesday

08.00 - 12.30

Wednesday

08.00 - 12.30

Karen Alexander, our post mistress is Thursday
pleased to announce that that with
effect from 1st March, 2021 the Post
Friday
Office opening hours will be extended, as shown
Saturday
Sunday

08.00 - 12.30
Closed
Closed
Closed
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
Please ring Christine Rhodes on 07831 627678

rhodes@jockwood.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
&
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
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Birthday present for new village hall
Trudie Tagert received almost no cards and very few presents on her recent
birthday. And she’s absolutely delighted. Because, as a result of a request
to friends and neighbours to make a donation instead of sending cards and
presents, the fund for our new village hall has been boosted by more than
£100.
‘It’s a simple thing to do to raise money for such a good cause,’ says Trudie.
‘Everyone entered into the spirit of the idea and were very generous.’
Trudie follows the same principle when making personal purchases or
‘crafty’ ones by placing the order through the www.easyfundraising.org.uk
app or logging on to smileamazon.co.uk. ‘For no extra cost or inconvenience it’s so easy to make a donation to a charity of your choice. Over a
period of time, it really adds up,’ says Trudie.
Typically, these and many other schemes donate 1% or 1.5% to the nominated charity.
Since being set up by the Village Hall Trust, easyfundraising has raised
£1,346 and smileamazon has raised £55. The village hall fund currently has
57 supporters but could do with more.
‘Trudie’s gesture is really appreciated,’ said April Gardner, head of fundraising for Debden’s new village hall. ‘This is an example of how easy it is to
donate to the new hall fund. I urge everyone in the village to follow Trudie’s
example. We could raise very substantial amounts by just the click of a button while shopping online.’

If you would like to download the apps or set up in your browser, visit
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then search for a cause: Debden New Memorial Hall. For smile.amazon.co.uk select Debden Village Hall from the
charity list.
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Few sightings but our “eco warriors” are beavering away

Crowd (out of shot) await release of beavers.
A big crowd (socially distanced, so unfortunately just out of shot) gathered
at the village pond to watch the release of a colony of beavers in an experiment to manage flooding in Debden. As reported last month, by creating
beaver dams to control floodwater in the village during heavy rain, the
scheme is designed to create a new wetland nature reserve in Rook End
Lane.
Hardly controversial you might think yet as with other progressive village
projects, objectors were quickly at work with a “Debden says NO! to Beavers” sign pinned to a tree overlooking the beavers’ lodge on the edge of
the pond, the protesters unaware of the benefits these beautiful creatures
would bring to the village. Unless, of course, the sign was a joke.
(continued on next page)

Left: an obviously very excited early arrival
checks the time.
Above: objectors, presumably fearful that
beavers will fell local trees, launch a protest
campaign.
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One member of the crowd who is completing a BS in re-wilding British villages said, “Beavers are natural eco- warriors. I think that training them to
build barricades to control flood water is a dam good idea.”
Beaver sightings have been rare so far, but then there’s been little rain for
them to get to work. Highways drain management will monitor the scheme
closely and the Wetlands Trust will judge the success of the experiment
next year on April 1st.
MF

Some colourful photos from Debden Gardens
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Before you venture out again
Naturally with more people being at home during the
Covid19 pandemic burglary numbers have fallen, and internet purchasing
has increased resulting in new desirables in our homes.

When you did get out maybe someone was left in the house so locking up
would not have been needed. As restrictions begin to be eased again and
more of us venture out, we need to get back into our old habits ensuring that
when left empty our homes are secure. Burglars are opportunists seeking an
empty house that is easy to enter. Whether just popping out for a moment, or
longer make it look like someone is in even if no one is there; always making
sure you lock up when you leave.
Just a few tips to remind you:

• Ensure that windows, doors, outbuildings and gates are closed and locked
correctly, make sure all tools are put away too. Remember with PVCu and
similar doors – when locking Lift the handle, turn and remove the key. If you
have a night latch and a mortice lock ensure that you lock both not just the
night latch.
• No keys outside in hidey holes please, the thief will find them no matter how
well you think they are hidden.
• Create the illusion of occupancy: A radio on, a chair that looks like you have
just got up, book or magazine open with a pair of spectacles and a mug next
to it, a vacuum cleaner with the lead trailing out of sight (not plugged in), the
usual signs of habitation and don’t leave it too tidy.
• Consider a doorbell that you can answer remotely on your smartphone. A
lot of these you can add further CCTV cameras that you listen and speak
through too.
• Use automatic timer-switches to turn your lights on when it gets dark, also
consider a “Fake TV” unit discretely hidden from view.
• If you have an intruder alarm make sure that you set it before leaving and
ensure that your neighbours know who the keyholders are.
• Keys to other cars; put them away and in a “faraday bag” if you have a keyless car.
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If you do go away for a longer period:
• Curtains open or curtains closed? – The worse thing is half open half
closed, day or night the thief will know you are out. I go by the principle that
some people do not close all curtains at night, but most are open during the
day especially in those “lived in” rooms. So as long as you have evidence
visible that looks like you are in the house somewhere then it makes sense
to leave them open.
• Cancel any newspaper or milk deliveries, delay ordering online purchases
before you go away or have them delivered to friends or family that are at
home to hold until you return.
• Use the Royal Mail's 'Keepsafe' service - they keep your mail for up to 2
months while you're away. Mail sitting on your doorstep is a sign that you
are away.
• Trusted neighbours may be able to help you by collecting your post, opening and closing curtains and they could park their car on your driveway.

• Avoid discussing holiday plans on public social networking sites, watch
what you are posting including photographs (they may be date stamped)
while you are away too or you may find you are giving useful information
that the burglar or fraudster may use.
Don’t forget the car when you leave it unattended:
• Close the windows and lock it, verify it is locked by the sound, the flash of
the lights or try the handle.
• Leave nothing on show, remember to the thief even the empty bag or jacket is inviting, they don’t know what they may contain until looking in it after
damaging your car getting in.
• Choose a safe place to park, with lots of visibility over it, if you can look for
a “Parkmark” accredited car park http://www.parkmark.co.uk/car-parkfinder .

Further advice can be found at www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or
www.securedbydesign.com/

SAS07042021
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
As easing out of lockdown continues, I am sure many of us
have been thinking about what may be possible with our
holidays this year. For the airlines and airports, travel
agents and holiday companies it has been a particularly difficult period and
will continue to be so for a while yet. We have all noticed the much-reduced
plane traffic in the area and we should spare a thought for those locally
who’s livelihoods and jobs have been affected.
Entertaining new ideas for holiday destinations – staycations in the UK as
they will be for many of us – has got me thinking about what the purpose of
a holiday is. Breaking from the daily routines at home, whether or not they
include going to work or school, are an important part of the holiday feeling.
It breaks the regular events of our everyday and allows a more leisurely
pace of life. As someone who works from home, this break from routine is
important and is helped by a stay away from the Rectory and away from the
to do list in my study or the unfinished DIY and gardening chores lying in
wait for me.
Having got away from the normal routines of life for our holidays we look to
fill our time doing different things. For some this is an opportunity to be relaxing reading in the sun by a nice pool or on the beach. But for others it is
anything but relaxing, filling time with adventurous hikes, canoe expeditions,
or perhaps taking in museums and tourist attractions. Of course, when staying overnight elsewhere is difficult or prohibited, we often make day trips out
to make our ‘holiday time’ special.
Holidays are then I guess many different things to us all, but they will hopefully make us feel refreshed and rejuvenated. All our leisure time and holiday pursuits may be called recreational for the help to re-create us. And
surely this is the ultimate purpose for our holidays. They give us opportunity
to re-charge our batteries, take stock of what we are doing (and perhaps reprioritise) and set us up for the next season.
I am sure we are all aware of the creation account in the book of Genesis in
the bible, and perhaps recall God rested on the seventh day and blessed it
after ‘all the work of creation he had done,’ (Genesis 2:3). This is the pattern that is good for us, to have periods of rest and re-creation between periods of work. In today’s 24/7 culture it is unlikely we will ever return to the
traditionally quiet Sundays with shops and many other facilities closed. But
we would do well to ensure we take a day a week to do something recreational – that is something to help re-create us. And of course, a recreational holiday once in a while will help too, whether or not it is away from
home.
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Whatever your plans this year, I hope and pray they may be good for you. I
wonder how a moment or two of daily recreational downtime may help us?
A few minutes of quiet reflection, prayer and mindfulness would be all that it
takes. Why wait for a holiday when you can start today.
With every good wish.
Revd John Saxon

Church Services for May 2021
Please check our website for the latest information.
Services will take place in either Church, unless on Zoom only.
Joining details for Services on Zoom are:
ID : 943 194 383 : Password : 888036
(D) = Debden Church : (W) = Wimbish Church : (Z) = Zoom
Date

Day

Time

Service

Sun 9 May

Rogation

9.15 am

Sunday Praise * (D/Z)

Thu 13 May

Ascension

8.00 pm

Holy Communion (W/Z)

Sun 16 May

Easter 7

9.15 am

Holy Communion (W/Z)

Sun 23 May

Pentecost

9.15 am

Holy Communion (D/Z)

Sun 30 May

Trinity

9.15 am

Family Communion (D/Z)

This schedule may be subject to change.
Please refer to our Church website for the most up-to-date information.
www.debdenchurch.org.uk
* Sunday Praise is a Non-Eucharistic Service,
with readings, hymns, prayers and responses.
If you have difficulty connecting with our online streaming Services,
please investigate alternatives from the Saffron Walden website :
www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org
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Debden Gardens 2021 Photos
Calling all gardeners and photographers!!
Following the success of your beautiful photos during last
year, photographs are being invited for Debden Gardens 2021
Facebook page. A monthly selection of the photos will also be
published in the Parish Pump. Now that spring flowers are appearing, despite the snow and bitterly cold weather, this is
the perfect time to get snapping again. See some of your photos on page 23 and on the front page of this edition.
Your photos are a wonderful way of cheering our lives in these
difficult times, as well as giving us all new ideas for own gardens. So do please keep them coming and send them to my
email address below. Thank you all so very much.

Hilary Davey
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
debdengardens2021

Practical help still available!
Any resident who is unable to obtain assistance with shopping and doctor’s
or hospital visits should contact the Team Curate, or, in his absence, the
churchwardens.
Team Curate : Reverend John Saxon (01799) 541619
Churchwardens : Nina Manser (01799) 541863
Ursula Lyons (01799) 543164
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
It is with sadness that we learn of the recent death of HRH Prince
Philip. We join with many in the nation in praying for her Majesty
the Queen and for all the royal family that they may know the peace
and comfort that God can provide.
Many have suffered loss over the past year, both in the loss of
loved ones and also the loss of comfort due to being unable to meet
with family, friends and work colleagues as we were so accustomed
to. There is a comfort that we can find by turning our minds to the
Lord Jesus and asking him to forgive, comfort and sustain us. In
the words of the hymn writer Joseph Scriven:
What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer

Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Joseph had suffered more grief than many know (see next page)
but yet he had a relationship with God that we all can also have.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
While we continue with our phone conference meetings there are
currently no services in the church building at the moment. We are
currently reviewing the situation with the aim of starting some services
before too long.
----------------------------------------Joseph Scriven
Joseph Scriven was born in Ireland in 1819. With plans to settle down
and marry, life was good for him. Unfortunately, the day before his
wedding, his future wife drowned.
The grief was more than he could bear, so Joseph moved to Canada
to start anew. However, heartache would strike again! His mother, still
in Ireland, became very ill and he did not have the funds to help her or
to go and be with her. He penned the words to a poem to comfort his
mother. The poem became the hymn “What a friend we have in
Jesus” which has gone on to comfort, encourage and uplift
generations since.
Joseph’s trials did not end there. In Canada, he met and fell in love
again, and planned to be married. Sadly only weeks before the
wedding his fiancée, Eliza became sick and died from her illness.

From this heartache, and through faith in his God, a mission was
born. Joseph took a vow of poverty and began to help the poor and
the handicapped in any way he could. For ten years he made himself
available to come alongside those that were in need and he found
comfort and purpose in serving.
Not long before Scriven himself died, he was visited by a neighbour
who saw the poem written on a sheet of paper at his bedside. "Are
you the author of this lovely poem?" asked the visitor. "The Lord and I
did it together" was the reply.
Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416 if you would like us
to pray for you, or those close to you, at this time.
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Parish Council News
Parish Council Chair
Steph Watson was elected as the Chair of Debden Parish Council at the
April meeting.
Pavilion update
It is the PC’s intention to fund and build the pavilion in the shortest possible
time. Current planning stipulates that the pavilion must be rebuilt within 12
months of its demolition, but to ensure the PC has sufficient time to complete
the new pavilion and to enable the village hall to be occupied as soon as it is
ready, we have requested that this planning condition is released (see below
under planning).
20mph speed limit in the village
ECC should undertake a further survey for a 20mph speed limit in April. If
this is carried out the validation could then be concluded prior to the June
meeting of the Local Highways Panel. Responses to the poll on the Residents Facebook Page and directly to the clerk have so far shown: 59 people
in favour and 5 against.
Rural Crime and Public Rights of Way
ECC are placing full closures to all users on the two byways in our parish
that they had previously temporarily closed. The full closures will run from
1/5/21 to 1/10/21. Unfortunately for non- motorised users ECC have put in
full closures due to the damage caused to the surface by off road vehicles.
ECC have deemed the byways too hazardous for the general public and
have had no option but to close them until repaired.
The PC continue to liaise and work with representatives from Newport to
Henham to track and report hare coursing incidents as they happen. We've
also liaised with Wimbish PC regarding the issue of "normal" road vehicles
attempting to use Pepples lane.
Another call for medical/first aid helpers
As the weather improves and Covid restrictions ease it would be of enormous benefit if we could restart our footpath repair working group. We have
volunteers, who are mostly retired, but we cannot restart under ECC's wing
without first aid cover. Whether already qualified or wishing to train, please
get in touch (there wouldn't be an obligation to pick up a shovel). Free courses are available with a generous fuel allowance to attend.
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Planning applications
UTT/21/0644/HHF 21 Rook End Lane
Proposed two bay garage, home office and greenhouse including landscaping works.
No comments.
UTT/21/0766/HHF Marbel Cottage, High Street
Erection of side and rear first floor extension.
No comments.
UTT/21/0760/HHF Weffells, 2 Newhouse Farm Cottages, Purton End
Proposed single storey rear extension to dwelling and single storey rear extension to existing garage. Proposed landscaping works. The construction of
rear single storey garden store to the existing garage 5m x 4m footprint. The
alteration of existing hard-stand patio area to increase its size and improve
the surface finishes.
No comments.

UTT/21/0893/FUL Land north of Henham Road
Erection of one detached garage with home office above.
No comments.
UTT/21/1013/FUL Land south of Purton End House, Purton End
Erection of one detached dwelling with cart-lodge and new access.
Comments: JO'B will raise with the ECC Cabinet member for Highways at
the meeting on 12th April. Draft response to be circulated.
UTT/21/0984/HHF Howe Farmhouse, Walden Road
Creation of two dormer windows at front of property.
No comments.
UTT/21/1005/FUL Henham Farm, Hamperden End
Two new residential dwellings
Comments: JO'B will draft a response based on previous comments.
UTT/21/1049/FUL Debden Memorial Hall
Application to vary condition 6 of planning application UTT/20/0376/FUL – to
change time frame
from 12 months to 5 years for provision of pavilion following the demolition of
existing pavilion.
Lay-by at Smith’s Green
The surveyor has obtained a quotation for crossovers of the verge and hard
parking areas in front of properties at Smith’s Green. (cont’d overleaf)
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(Cont’d from previous page)
This has been submitted to the UDC housing Department. Planning permission for each property will need to be obtained but the Surveyor has negotiated a reduced fee for dealing with the applications all together which will benefit any private owner, and Cllr O’Brien can assist with the form filling. Cllr
O’Brien has asked UDC if this aspect can be taken forward to enable further
discussion with ECC regarding the installation of a formal lay-by.
The Surveyor also obtained a quotation for re-surfacing the car park opposite
the Smith’s Green houses.
Remote Meetings
There is much debate at present concerning the legislation for remote council
meetings and many people have written to the government to request an
extension to allow meetings to continue remotely after 6th May. It is understood that under Section 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 they have the
power to allow the current arrangements to continue. An update is expected
by the end of April.
Annual Council Meeting
The Annual Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th May at 8pm.
At present we have to plan for this to be held in person as remote meetings
cannot be held after 6th May. If this should change, details will be circulated.
Annual Parish Assembly
In view of the current COVID-19 restrictions still in place on indoor venues
we have concluded that a face-to-face Annual Assembly is not viable. A
Zoom meeting would need to be held by the 6th May and it was felt there was
neither enough time to advertise this date nor appetite for this format. It was
therefore reluctantly agreed that an Annual Assembly would not be held this
year.
Parish Poll, Thursday 20th May 2021
A Parish Meeting was called in March 2020 and 10 electors demanded a
Parish poll. The poll question was agreed at that meeting. The poll has been
delayed because of the Covid restrictions. The cost of approximately £1,000
will be borne by the Parish but the result of the poll is not binding.
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

Local Architectural Design
Extensions,
Loft Conversions,

New houses,
Barn Conversions,
Listed Buildings
Planning and Building Regulation Applications

For a FREE INITIAL VISIT call us on

Tel: 01799 540600
Alun Design Consultancy
Email: info@alundesign.com
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You don’t have to be on benefits to get help
Are you short of money and struggling to pay for food or other essentials?
Has your ‘rainy day fund’ been used up?
There are lots of reasons why people find themselves in financial difficulty and need help with money. It may be
through losing a job or a reduction in income. If
your outgoings have risen suddenly, it can become harder to
cope with making all the usual payments.
Coronavirus has made many of these problems worse for a
great number of people. Many have seen their income fall. If this has happened to you, we can offer information, support and guidance. Our advice is
confidential and costs nothing.
We can help you to access:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local foodbanks and children’s clothes banks
Help to pay utility bills or top up oil tanks
Emergency funds for prescriptions and other household essentials
Cold weather payments
Budgeting and debt support
Grants to improve the energy efficiency of your home
Support with job hunting and small grants for education and training
Universal Credit and Disability Benefits
Benefits for working families
Support for carers
Help from your local council, such as council tax support

If you're worried about money, don't wait to get help.
Call us on 01799 618840 (Monday-Friday 9.30 am-3.30 pm) or email
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk

Help with Mental Health
This year has been difficult for all of us and we understand that new regulations may affect your mental health.
Remember, you are not alone.
There is support available: please see Livewell's mental health resources
here: https://www.livewellcampaign.co.uk/article-categories/mental-wellbeing/
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BATS ON THE REC!

Next time you visit Debden Recreation Ground and the pond area look up
into the trees and you should spot four Schwegler bat boxes. Made from
Woodcrete (a blend of wood, concrete and clay) they have a lifespan of up to
25 years and provide a much needed secure roosting space for our furry
friends. Woodcrete is breathable and maintains a stable temperature inside
the box, painted black to absorb warmth. It also provides a rough surface for
bats to cling to and climb up. May to September is a great time to see bats
especially at dusk as they fly out to feed on insects. In Debden we have the
most common of British bats the Common and Soprano Pipistrelle.
Pipistrelles weigh around 5 grams (the same as a 20 pence piece). A single
pipistrelle can eat 3,000 tiny insects in just one night!
Sadly, bat populations have suffered severe declines during the past century,
so we need to work hard to help our bats and to maintain a healthy environment for them to recover in numbers.

An ecology report was done in May 2020, as part of the
planning application for the New Village Hall and Pavilion. It was then that the Chiropterologist (a person who
studies bats) suggested we put up bat boxes to help
support our local bat population in the area.
Fun Fact: During the summer, females form maternity
colonies where they give birth to a single pup in June July. For three or four weeks they are fed solely on their
mother’s milk. After four weeks the pups are able to fly
and at six weeks they are able to forage for themselves.
Many thanks to Phil Bannister and Richard Cawte for hanging the boxes. Purchased
by Debden Recreation Ground

41

Debden Parish Pump

42

May 2021

Debden Parish Pump

May 2021

CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Airport

Noise Complaints………0800 243788

Debden Clubs

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801
www.debdentennis.co.uk
Table tennis (Jim Watson) S/W 540721
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Karen Howarth School of Dancing
01279 651535
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980
County Councillor Simon Walsh …
email:simon.walsh@essex.gov.uk

Dentists (Saffron Walden)

District Councillor

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Church Street……..01799 528555
High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265

Parish Church

John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30)

Footpaths

Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire

Val Riley………. 01799 543048
Email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop & Pavilion)
Vacant position
(Finance & planning)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587
Email: pcclerk@debden.org

43

Debden Parish Pump

Easter Trail Winner
Well done to Amelia Watson

Photo by permission of the Watson Family

Thank you to all who
entered, and we hope you
enjoyed the Easter trail!
A couple of families from
outside the village had a
go, without
entering the competition,
just for fun!
If you would like to see the correct answers to the clues please
visit: debden.org/childrenscompetitions/
A little ‘thank you’ to
Ann Bannister for helping.
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