
 
 
 
 
 
 

Budget report 2022/23 
 
At the December 2021 Debden Parish Council meeting, we focused on the approval of the 
2022/23 budget under Item: 21/571 Annual Budget Preparation 
 
We considered very carefully the inclusion of a number of important items that need 
imminent attention, items which have seen under-investment in recent years, and provision 
to mark a couple of special events next year. Consequently, the PC resolved unanimously to 
raise the precept from £20,006 to £39,862.  
 
The precept element of the annual Band D figure for 2021/22 was £50.29 per annum and 
this will rise to £98.05 per annum next year. We feel the community will stand to directly 
benefit from this investment in local amenities and community building activities. Put in 
perspective, the total annual Council Tax figure for a Band D property last year was 
£1,835.23. 
 
Here is a list of the main features of the budget which made it necessary to raise the 
precept: 
 
• An expected increase in the rate of inflation and cost of essential services such as    
   electricity. 
• The invasive weed in the pond needs attention and the area needs to be improved to  
   make the most of what could be a more attractive village asset. 
• The village website must be updated, and a separate PC website developed to comply    
   with data protection legislation 
• The casing on the defibrillator at the shop needs replacement. We agreed that an  
   additional defibrillator should be purchased and sited in Debden Green. 
• 2022 is the Queens Jubilee year and villages throughout the country will be planning  
   events to celebrate this once in a lifetime event. We want to be able to fund village events  
   in 2022 including Jubilee celebrations, and the 100th (centenary) birthday of the village  
   hall and Debden Recreation Ground (DRG). 
• The grant made, each year, by the PC to DRG has increased as DRG are now responsible  
   for all expenditure re. the recreation ground including grass cutting and tree management.  
   In the past it has been a confused situation, with the Parish Council both making a Grant  
   and agreeing to pay for various services. The village is fortunate to have a well-supported  
   recreation ground and a children’s playground fitted out with appropriate apparatus.  
   Many local authorities run playgrounds in the country have closed, due to cuts in public  
   services. 
• Provision for an election fund, legal fees, and councillor training are also included in the  
   interests of prudence. The Parish Council is involved in a lot more matters than previously,  
   with devolved government. 


