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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
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Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Janice Harding.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor
In these uncertain times it is so good to see the return of Spring and the
welcome reliability of nature’s routine.
With warmer weather coming soon, the proposal to use the pond for wild
swimming looks inviting (see page 22).
Preparations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee are under way, with volunteers working hard to offer everyone a very enjoyable weekend at the
beginning of June.
This village has a long tradition of knowing how to celebrate! The article on
pages 18 and 19, contributed by Josie Gilder and her daughter Sylvia, is a
fantastic insight into Debden’s past. It shows the Coronation Parade of
1953 in the High Street, with many familiar villagers as children, smiling and
having a wonderful time, dressed up in their fancy dress costumes.
I have included other photos in this issue which illustrate our thriving community spirit from past to present. We had a Debden football team, with all
local players, in 1963. There were May Day celebrations at the school, with
the crowning of a May Queen every year. More recently, photos and an
account of the Village Hall and Recreation ground centenary celebrations
are on pages 8 and 9.
Many people will be disappointed that we will no longer be building a new
Village Hall. The present one, at 100 years old, may soon be unfit for purpose, and we will lose our venue for parties, entertainment, meetings,
activities, and everything else that takes place there for the benefit of the
village.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who have put in so
much time and effort over the years to get a replacement hall built, only to
meet with opposition at every stage from a small minority of residents. If
that group has a better plan we look forward to hearing about it.
Have an enjoyable April.
Kathy
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Parish Council News

Flooding
A culvert is blocked and causing flooding at the bottom of
Deynes Road and High Street. Residents, the Parish Council
and the District Councillor have written to request that Essex
Highways rectify this longstanding problem.
Queen’s Platinum Celebrations
Please see details of events to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee between June 2nd and 5th.
Annual Parish Meeting
The annual Parish assembly will be held at 8pm on Wednesday
11th May. We hope to have a talk on the role of special constables. All welcome.
Defibrillator at Debden Green
A resident has offered to site and provide power for the defibrillator and a generous private donation of £500 has been
pledged towards it.
Planning
UTT/22/0342/HHF Glenlossie, Mill Road, Debden, CB11 3LB Application validated
Decisions
UTT/21/3554/LB - 56 Wash Cottages - Approved
UTT/22/0210/AG - Smiths Green Farm - Application required
UTT/20/2325/LB - The Old Windmill, Mill Rd - Discharged Conditions in full
Applications can be viewed on the UDC website within the planning portal (https://publicaccess.uttlesford.gov.uk/onlineapplications/search.do?
action=simple&searchType=Application)
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District Councillor’s Report April 2022
No covid restrictions and good weather means things are getting busy again now. Those nasty pigeons living at Smiths
Green under the Solar Panels are quite a problem that our
UDC system just can’t cope with for some reason. Just like the
residents who complain I am getting the run around. Multiple
people are involved but not one so far has said anything along
the lines of “let’s get to the bottom of this once and for all”. Instead they pass the buck. Likewise, with ECC and the Highways issues. The Henham Rd out of Debden Green is bad for
many reasons that our resident highlighted to us last month.
Cllr Foley has taken the matter up with the ECC Highways department, but the reply didn’t acknowledge there was anything
much wrong.
Then the road from the Fox Crossroads to Walden is flooded,
caused by a problem a little way up the hill. I think that problem
area of road has been dug up several times in the last three
years and I sympathise with people who have to live with the
problem that won’t go away. Me doing that though is of no
worth as this is a highways safety issue that needs fixing asap.
In truth I think that’s a water company problem. I don’t think
ECC have the money to deal with the problems they are responsible for, probably down to poor decisions or no decisions
being made in the past. I will continue to chase down those responsible people for you but there is a limit to my time.
I just talked about money and the theme continues. Debden
Parish Council held an AGM recently to regularise some decisions that might have come in for some criticism if they had not
done so. They had done nothing wrong, but this AGM was to
ensure a belt and braces approach to running your village affairs. At the meeting the PC members came under a lot of
abuse and intimidation. The chairman was not respected when
she called for silence from the floor so the meeting could not
continue. There was so much unruliness that the chairman had
to adjourn the meeting. Those creating the problem were completely out of order, disrespectful to the council and to you as
residents for wasting not only the council’s time but that of other
5

Debden Parish Pump

April 2022

associated organisations. I can assure you this type of
behaviour will not be tolerated any more. After order was restored of a sort, the meeting was resumed and the business
conducted in accordance with the agenda and constitution.
That business included setting the precept which has been
raised quite considerably from what has been the norm in past
years. As mentioned in my introduction, the Parish has things
that have not been given the proper attention that they needed
in the past. Granted it’s not all down to ECC or UDC. FYI the PC
gave a list of all the things they are involved with in last month’s
Parish Pump. So if there are enough caring residents out there
we can do better for ourselves. This village is still a wonderful
place to live so let’s enjoy it as a group and set an example to
the younger generation.
Others are not so fortunate!

Cllr Stewart Luck
Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

I would like to remind readers of the walk routes on the Society’s website, www.hundredparishes.org.uk. All routes can be
download and printed. They include route instructions and information about the places you will pass. Each of the hundred
parishes is included in at least one route and there are walks
for all abilities. The routes have been designed to take you
through interesting places and lovely countryside.
Before setting off, you might like to check the relevant parish
introductions on our website; there, you will find details of local
tea rooms and pubs, etc. It’s best to check with the pub to see
if it will be open on the day and time that you will need it.
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Most of our routes include footpaths or bridleways where good
footwear will make life more comfortable. A modest investment
in a good pair of walking boots is recommended. Carry boot covers or plastic bags to put on before visiting a pub or church – or
leave boots outside. Check the weather forecast and be prepared - with waterproof top, woolly hat or sunscreen.

Whether or not you are using one of the Society’s routes, please
be sure to follow the Countryside Code. I summarise a few
points that are mainly common sense:
Respect everyone • be considerate to those living in, working
in and enjoying the countryside • leave gates and property as
you find them • do not block access to gateways or driveways
when parking • be nice, say hello • keep to marked paths.

Protect the environment • take your litter home • do not light
fires • always keep dogs under control and in sight • pick up
your dog’s poo • do not cause damage or disturb wildlife.
I hope you will join many others who already enjoy our routes.
Ken McDonald, Secretary

Footpath near Clavering
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Debden Village Hall & Recreation Ground
Centenary Celebration
On Saturday March 19th, Debden Village Hall Trust and Debden Recreation
Ground celebrated their 100th birthday. The birthday cake was cut at 11.30
am by Richard Cawte - Chair of the
VHT and Stephanie Watson - Chair of
DRG, and was kindly made by Jeanette
O’Brien, also a trustee of DRG.

“It is an honour and privilege to
commemorate the 100-year birthday
of Debden Village Memorial Hall and
Recreation Ground.
As the Chair of Debden Village Hall
Trust, it is so nice to see so many
past Chairs and other volunteer
Trustees who, over the years, have
kept this village facility running for
the benefit of the residents of Debden and the surrounding area.
I would like to thank them all, for the
time they have committed, so that
others in our community can enjoy
the facilities.
We will hopefully get a new Village Memorial Hall in the not to distant
future for the benefit of all, for now, and for the next 100 years.” - Richard Cawte.

The day was marked by Vintage tea and cakes, and a small gift fair with local
stallholders. Volunteers dressed up in period clothes and an original 1920s
dress, hat, gloves and bag were on
display to show what a lady
would’ve worn back in 1922. The
main hall was decorated with metres of bunting in vintage colours. A
stall selling books was a nod to the
fact that the hall was originally built
as a ‘reading room for the community’- Lady Strathcona March 1922.
In the evening Waffle+Co and Ginporium trucks were on the car park,
serving delicious food and gins
from local distilleries. People sat in
the hall to eat, drink and chat whilst
8
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listening to music through the ages from the 1930s-1970s.
Floating Lanterns were lit at dusk by people wishing to write personal messages to loved ones, and causes current in the world today. The messages
were very poignant and moving, and the lanterns looked lovely as night fell.
A total of £87.53 was raised and donated to the British Red Cross Ukraine
Crisis Appeal.
The raffle was called in at 7pm and
prizes were donated by Waitrose
Community Matters, Navigate, and
Harts Book Shop Saffron Walden, as
well as local residents in the village.
A huge thank you to all the helpers
who spent hours, baking cakes,
making bunting, hanging lights and
bunting, setting up, serving tea, organising the raffle, music, and clearing away.

“This was very much a community event and was held to mark a special time in our village history.”
April Gardner - Debden Recreation Ground.

Jumble Sale Saturday 5th March
A big thank you to all who donated and those who helped at the
Jumble Sale on Saturday 5th.March.
Funds raised £520, and all warm men’s clothing was bagged up and donated to the Ukrainian appeal.
Debden Village Hall Trust
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Saffron Walden Crank Up – 23rd & 24th April 2022
The Saffron Walden Crank Up is a popular steam and vintage
vehicle show that this year takes place at Carver Barracks for
the first time. The extra space will allow a greater variety of
exhibits to attend than ever before.
Among the steam engines this year, a special guest will be the
Burrell road locomotive “Duke of Kent”. Road locomotives
were built to transport heavy loads, often over long distances.
This particular engine has special local significance as it was
owned for several years by Steve Neville, late Mayor of Saffron
Walden, and will be remembered taking part in events throughout the town and parked at Steve’s premises in Debden Road.

There will also be a collection of many different types of steam
engine, large and small, including an Aveling & Porter steam
roller that worked for Essex County Council and Taylor Bros. of
Wimbish, rolling roads in the Saffron Walden area.
It’s not all about steam engines though, there will be vintage
tractors, vehicles, stationary engines, and bygones, with quite
a few of the exhibits having local connections. Our traditional
fairground will be a bit larger this year, featuring the Rule family’s 1893 steam gallopers. Music will be provided by traditional
mechanical organs. There will also be trade and craft stalls,
refreshments and a licenced bar available.
Gates open at 10.00 each morning, and there is ample free
parking. Admission is just £7 per adult, with free entry for accompanied children under 16.
Further details may be found on our
www.swcrankup.co.uk, or find us on Facebook.

website
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DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS – Friday 3rd June 2022

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in the
summer, we are planning to have Open Gardens in Debden on
Friday 3rd June 2022 from 11am – 5pm. Gorgeous gardens
to visit and enjoy around the village. Lunches, Teas, Plant
Sales & Live Music at the Church. Tickets on sale near the
Post Office/Village Hall – Adults £5 a head, accompanying children free. A wonderful day for all the family!
If you’d be happy to help in any way we’d love to hear from
you!
Tony Vernon: tonywvernon@btinternet.com; 01371 830801
Hilary Davey: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com; 01799 542717

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend
Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving
Sunday afternoon 5thJune, 2022
A final get together to complete our community
celebrations marking this special event.
12
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LOVELY VILLA TO LET
MENORCA
The villa is situated in the island's
attractive and peaceful natural park, 3kms from Es Grau, a
small fishing village with bars and restaurants and 6kms from
historic Mahon and its beautiful harbour.
The villa sleeps 6 people with one double bedroom and two
twin bedrooms, all en suite.
There is a swimming pool and barbecue area.
For further details please contact:

sally.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Providing clients with premium transport
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.

Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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Debden Village Coronation Parade 1953

1.

Special Constable Mr George Woolner

2.

Stella Francis (nee Dare) - ‘Gypsy’

3.

Paul Diggins

4.

Anne Brown

5.

Mica Brown

6.

John Pearce

7.

Jeannie Brown - ‘Bisto Kid’

8.

Julie Clark - ‘Bisto Kid’

9.

Doreen Smith

10.

Tessa Cox

11.

Joy Moule

12.

Chrissie Griffin (nee Fakes) - the May Queen

13.

Gerald Moule - ‘Horse’

14.

Pauline Bentley

15.

Mrs Kate Moule

18

16.

Fred Drayton

17.

Brian Fakes - ‘Horse’

18.

Ella Drayton
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1.

Ella Drayton

2.

Andrew Brown

3.

Gillian Firth ‘I climbed Everest’ - Daughter of Gertrude Firth, Debden
School’s Head Teacher.

4.

Stella Francis (nee Dare) ‘Gypsy’

5.

Josie Gilder (nee Pearce) ‘Miss Coronation’

6.

Mr Newell

Christine Griffin (nee Fakes) ‘The Queen’
Pictured on the meadow.
(See p28 for another May Queen photo)

Article by Josie Gilder and Sylvia Wilson
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
burnhammarketcottages.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

20

Debden Parish Pump

April 2022

Blast from the Past!

The photo above, taken in 1963, is of Debden Football Club players.
The fine young gentlemen’s names are as follows:

Top row, L-R (excluding referees)
Paul Baker, Sid Francis, Peter Swan, Geoff Moule, Chris Clarke,
Edward Tetlow.
Kneeling:
Dave Francis, Jim Watson, Colin Diggons, Ted Boatman, Trevor
Martin (?)

The referees on either side of the players are unidentified. Perhaps
someone could tell us who they are?

21

Debden Parish Pump

April 2022

Wild swimming comes to Debden
Local fitness enthusiasts have solved the problem of Debden’s village
pond, which is choked with weed.
Debden will be the first village in Essex to join the craze for wild swimming.
Having a dip in cold water is recognised by medical professionals as one of
the finest ways to tone muscles and improve circulation.
Members of newly formed Debden Dolphins will remove weed and nonnative flora. Fauna such as great crested newts will be re-homed. A digger
will dredge the pond to a graduated depth of six feet.
The Dolphins have drawn up simple rules. Children up to 16 can swim from
4am to 6am; adults from 10am to 4.30pm. A public consultation will measure
support for ladies-only and “Silver Surfers” sessions.
Strict rules will prohibit diving and skinny dipping. Safety will be a top priority
and at least one lifeguard will be on duty every Thursday. Debden Dolphins
say reports of an escaped crocodile in the pond was an April Fool joke.
Recently released beavers will be disturbed as little as possible.

“This is a sporting breakthrough,” said Bee Keeney, Debden Dolphins’ commodore. “We are the first village to recognise there is a better use for a
village pond than growing blanket weed and providing an escape for unwanted goldfish. Everyone is welcome to come for a dip, get fit and meet their
neighbours in the flesh.
“We hope to invite Kate Humble to cut the ribbon at 11am next Friday
April 1st,” said Bee. “It’ll make quite a splash.”
Walter Wings, membership secretary, Debden Dolphins

FROM THIS …..
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Debden School News
Spring is in the air! The days have been getting longer and warmer, and
there has been a lovely feeling of positivity across the school over the last
fortnight. There have been lots of
fun activities and events that the
children have really enjoyed engaging in and there are plenty
more to come over the coming
weeks.
We celebrated World Book Day
last week and the children had a
wonderful time! They took part in
dressing up as their favourite
book character, community reading with the other members of
Photo: Andy Pearce
their house and also learnt each
of their lessons for the day ‘through a book.’ Mrs
Andrew even prepared a special book-themed
lunch for the children. A big thank you to the
FODS, who organised the book swap, and also
to Miss Matthews for organising such a successful day. Of course, there is an important
message behind World Book Day – the benefits
of regularly reading for pleasure are wellstudied, multifaceted, and undoubted.
It was Disco time at Debden this week. The
discos
were hosted by ‘Top
Dog Disco’
and were really well organised. I
popped in for a short time and the
children looked to be having a great
time taking part in all of the dancing
and games. It is wonderful to be able
to hold these kind of events again.
Thank you particularly to Mrs Samson for leading the organisation of
this.
We are delighted to be enriching the children’s curriculum learning with
trips once again. The Year 3 and 4 children really enjoyed their Saffron
Walden Museum Trip last week, looking at everything Egyptian, whilst the
Year 1 and 2 children will soon be visiting Wicken Fen. (cont’d overleaf)
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(continued from previous page)
We will be supporting Red Nose Day next Friday through having a nonuniform day. A good deal of the money this year is going to those in need in
Ukraine, so we look forward to being able to donate a good amount.
Matt Hawley
Head of School

Debden Village Hall Trust
The Trustees of the Debden Village Hall Trust are looking for
potential new Trustees, especially those with the following
skills: secretarial, finance and project management.
We would also love to hear from the younger generation as
they will inherit the village hall in the future.
Richard P Cawte
Chairman, Debden Village Hall Trust
01799 543 048
The Annual General Meeting of the Debden Village Hall
Trust will take place
Tuesday 26th April 2022 at 8-00 pm in the Village Hall

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
The Post Office is open from Monday to
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm
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Forget Me Not
@ The Touchpoint
Cafe
Are you caring for or living with
someone affected by Dementia / Alzheimer’s or have you lost a
loved one and would just like to chat?
In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon
at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24
8AQ
Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companionship, support, activities, information, advice and of
course refreshments.
Anyone requiring more information should contact
Jennifer on 07900123917
or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com.

KEEP THE DATE!

Debden Progressive BBQ 2022
Jane and Margaret are pleased to announce that the Debden
Progressive BBQ is now scheduled to take place on
Saturday 18th June, 2022
More details to follow
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Dear Friends
Easter is very nearly with us. The days have lengthened,
daffodils and tulips have put in an appearance, and it is
hopefully getting consistently warmer and drier as we head
towards the summer. Spring is sprung! It comes as a welcome relief after the dark and wet days of winter.
Spring is a very apt picture to those with faith in the story of Easter. There
are many ‘springtime’ symbols that are now integral to the Easter festival.
Back in the 13 century the church banned having eggs during Holy Week
(the week leading up to Easter). The eggs laid during this week were decorated to mark them out from others. Nowadays we have chocolate eggs of
course that seem to appear so soon after Christmas. The egg is a potent
symbol of life and reminds Christians of the new and abundant life promised
through Christ’s resurrection on Easter Day.
You are welcome to join us at any of our services over the Easter period*.
Holy week starts with Palm Sunday and Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. In this service we read the ‘Passion Gospel’ retelling the story of Holy
Week in one go. We remember the Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples
on Maundy Thursday when we share a simple supper together. This is
called an ‘Agape Supper’ where Agape means love. On Good Friday, you
can join us in a simple walk of witness in Debden, beginning at the Parish
Church and ending with refreshments at the Pentecostal Church. That same
afternoon there is a more reflective service ‘An Hour at the Cross’ at Wimbish Church. Both of these in different ways recall the events of Jesus’ betrayal and crucifixion. Finally, there is the joyful celebration of Jesus resurrection on Easter Sunday morning. (Please see details of services on the
next page)
Christians are sometimes known as Easter People. That is, they are people
who may live in the shadow of dark times, such as on Good Friday, but they
live in the hope of a better future, as on Easter Sunday. Sadly, it is a truth
there are many dark shadows cast by world events, such as the dreadful
news from Ukraine. But there are also shadows cast by personal events in
our lives too. The hope we have in any circumstance is perhaps summed up
in the most popularly read bible verse, John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
I pray you may know something of the life and hope Easter brings to us all.
Happy Easter!
Revd John Saxon
* if you would like a lift to any of our services, do please be in touch 541619
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Ursula Hynes receiving the May Queen Crown from
Mrs Dorothy Brown in 1965

Parish Pump Annual General Meeting

Monday, April 25th at 8.00pm.
At Granlund, Deynes Road, Debden
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
At long last our building repairs are completed and we are delighted to be re
-starting the Coffee Mornings as from Wednesday 6th April. We would love
to see you, so please do come along. We’re looking forward to join with St
Mary’s Church in this venture, a great opportunity to meet up with others
from across the village.
Easter will soon be with us again. The apostle Paul clearly explains the significance of Jesus’ death in the book of Romans, ch 5: ‘Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.’
God has reached out to each of us, whoever we are and whatever our situation, to demonstrate that he loves us enough to send his son to die for us,
opening a way for us to be forgiven and reconciled to God.
He took my sins and my sorrows,
He made them His very own;
He bore the burden to Calv’ry,
And suffered, and died alone.

C. H. Gabriel
What a wonderful message of forgiveness and hope in this amazing demonstration of God’s love for us.
God bless,
Simon Gale
Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
Sunday

Wednesday

11.00 am Morning Worship

Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at
10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church

Coffee Mornings Restarting at last!!
Starting from April the 6th the Coffee mornings will be back
each Wednesday from 10.30 to 12 noon.

Drop into the coffee morning for a cup of
coffee (or tea), a biscuit and a friendly chat
with others from the village.
Everyone is welcome and it’s free!
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Debden Local History Recorders Group
Because of the pandemic the Group has been unable to hold any talks
or public meetings, such as the AGM, since November 2019. However,
we have been kept occupied by many requests for family history information from enquirers from home and abroad. We have also received a
number of photographs and cuttings from newspapers going back decades. We are planning to mount those at an Exhibition to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at the Group’s AGM in May . Details in ad below.
The photograph we submitted in the March Pump was recognised by
some residents one of whom, Neil Griffin, is in the photo himself . The list
of those appearing in the photo is as follows: Top row: Mr Dewey Jones
(headteacher who was Welsh), Basil Griffin, William Bunting, Jim Moule
and Neil Griffin Middle row: Tony Dennison, Keith Smith, Alan Boatman,
Reg Bunting and Colin Jones (the headmaster’s son) - Bottom
row: Paul Diggons and John Lindsell

There is a divergence of opinions both as to the date and what the shield
was for. It may have been for Athletics (running) in 1949/1950 or for the
football team in approx.1947. Many thanks to those who responded. We
plan to publish more old photos of buildings and people in the Pump
which we know will be of interest to long-time and new residents.
Please join us in celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at the AGM
on 14th May. Everyone welcome - details on page 36.

What next for Debden Local History Recorders’ Group?
The Group was established in 2009 and since then we have been active
giving talks, exhibitions and researching the history of Debden and Debden Green. From now on we are planning to focus on organising the
large number of documents and photographs in our archives, and of
course to gather more information about the village.
We would like your help with our projects so we would appreciate it if
you would answer the short questionnaire below

(Please delete as appropriate)
Do you think that the Local History Recorders’ Group is a worthwhile organisation to have in Debden and that it contributes to the quality of life
in the village? Yes / No
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We need help with a number of tasks such as filing documents into folders, scanning and copying documents and photographs. We have over
500 photos of buildings and people in our collection. Also helping with
the website and data entry.
Exhibitions will be held on special occasions and help setting up is always needed and welcome.

Would you be prepared to help with various tasks? Yes / No
Membership of the Group
Full membership allows access to all documents held by the Group.
These include information on Debden School and the Churches, Debden
Hall, the Windmill and most old and not so old houses in the village. You
can find out about The Great Fire of Debden, the Alms Houses and the
allotments. All copies of the Parish Pump since its inception in 1979 are
digitised and available. If you would like to find out about your house –
its history and previous occupants - the Group will be able to help you.
We have information on births, marriages, and burials in Debden from
the 1700s including all the Censuses.
Membership Fees
Subscription fees for 2022 will be:
Single membership £ 6.00
Double membership (two people living at the same address)£10.00

Photographs relating to Debden will be available at discounted prices.
Would you like to become a member? Yes / No
Research
Would you be interested in doing local research for the group? Yes /
No
On your own?

Yes / No

With a group? Yes / No

Please let us have your thoughts on the above points. You can either
telephone Elisabeth Blackie 01799 540528
or Ursula Lyons 01799 543164
If you would like a digital copy, please email
debdenhistory@btinternet.com
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Debden Local History Recorders Group
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
<>
Saturday 14th May 2022
<>

Debden Village Halll
3.00 pm
FREE ADMISSION
Everyone welcome to celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
with a celebratory cake and a cup of tea
Exhibition of old photographs and
showing of films of past events in the village

Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a
professional service with a personal touch.
From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property.
Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk
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Events to look forward to in 2022!
April 23rd & 24th

Saffron Walden Crank up Carver Barracks 10am

April 26th

Village Hall Trust AGM

June 2nd - 5th

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Thurs 2nd June

Beacon lighting ceremony with food and refreshments. Evening 7 - 9.45pm (time tbc)

Friday 3rd June

Debden Open Gardens ( see page 12)

Saturday 4th June

•

Activities on the recreation ground in the
afternoon, including crown making, vintage
teas, inflatables tbc.

•

Evening music and dance with 1940’s trio
Fox Wiggle and Sax - marquee

•

“Big Lunch”: Bring your own picnic.

•

Fancy dress competition

•

Music by Revival 12-2pm

•

RBL classic vehicle show all day event TBC

•

Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving, St
Mary’s Church. Time TBC

Sunday 5th June

Sat 18th June

Progressive BBQ - details to follow

August 6th

Potato competition judging and results. The
Plough 7pm
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CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Airport Noise Complaints 0800 243788
Debden Clubs

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801
www.debdentennis.co.uk
Table tennis (Sue Wolff) S/W 543679
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Grahams School of Dance
01279 654423
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

County Councillor Martin Foley …

Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street….01799 528555

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire 01799 543048

email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

District Councillor

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Acting clerk, Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbourhood plan)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch, Pavilion, Finance)
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866
captainluck@hotmail.com
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DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS
11am to 5pm Friday 3 June
Have you made a note in your diary of the date of Debden Open Gardens?
This is the Friday of the Jubilee week-end. There will be a plant stall and
refreshments at the Church. Adult tickets will be £5; accompanied children
16 and under are free.
Six gardens will be open; but we would welcome one or two more. Have
you thought about opening your garden? It will spur you on to garden even
more for the next three months! Please get in touch if you would like to
open. Meanwhile here are some photos of what to expect.
Tony Vernon

We’re offering a free entry
ticket to anyone who can
identify all three gardens!
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