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DEBDEN    PARISH    COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DEBDEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 
23rd February 2022 AT 8PM IN DEBDEN VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

Present:  Cllr S Watson Chairman 
   Cllr A Gardner V. Chair 
   Cllr C Bunting 

Cllr C Diggins 
   Cllr J O’Brien 
   Cllr B Lindsell 
   Cllr S Luck 
 

In Attendance: 11 members of the public 
The meeting was recorded - April Gardner as Acting Clerk took 
notes. 

 

22/603   Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from County Cllr Martin Foley and from Amanda Brown - 
minute taker. The apologies were accepted by the councillors in attendance. 
Proposed by Cllr Lindsell, Seconded: Cllr O’Brien, all agreed. 
 
22/604  Disclosure of Interests  
Cllr Lindsell declared an interest:  

- a relative works for UDC Democratic Services 
- a relative by marriage owns land adjacent to public rights of way. 
- Planning ref: UTT/21/3554/LB Wash Cottage as the property owner. 

Cllr Bunting declared a disclosure of interest: Owner of land with byways and 
footpaths running across. 
Cllr Luck declared he is District Councillor 
 
22/605  Public Participation Session  
There were questions from the public: 

• A resident stated that there is flooding at bottom of Deynes Road and High 
Street. A culvert is blocked. Can this be remedied by Highways? 

• The payment schedules for December and January have typing errors. 
 
22/606   To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the 
Meeting of the Council held on 26th January 2022:  
The minutes had been circulated and there were no comments. 
It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as a correct record. 
Proposed:  Cllr Gardner, Seconded:  Cllr Lindsell. All agreed. 
 
22/607  To approve and authorise the Chairman to sign the Minutes of the 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 4th February 2022: 
The minutes had been circulated and there were no comments. 
It was resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes as a correct record. 
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Proposed:  Cllr Luck, Seconded:  Cllr Diggins. All in attendance of that meeting 
agreed. 
 
 
22/608  Appointment of Internal Auditor: 
An auditor recommended by EALC was approached and they have agreed to take on 
the role. A CV and details of fees were sent. The auditor is fully qualified. Proposal 
was that the council appoint and accept the terms. 
Proposed: Cllr Watson. Seconded: Cllr Luck. All agreed. 
 
22/609  Planning: To discuss planning applications received and receive an update 
on outcomes and any other planning matters. 
The following items were discussed:   
 
UTT/22/0342/HHF Glenlossie, Mill Road, Debden, CB11 3LB - Application validated. 
 
Decisions 
UTT/21/3554/LB - 56 Wash Cottages - Approved  
UTT/22/0210/AG - Smith Green Farm - Application required 
UTT/20/2325/LB - The Old Windmill, Mill Rd - Discharged Conditions in full 
 
Applications can be viewed on the UDC website within the planning portal. 
The Report will be on the DPC website 
 
 
22/610  Highways Report: 
A report was given by Cllr Lindsell which can be found on the DPC website.  It 
includes:  

- ECC Highways Public Rights of Way Dept. have been sent a reminder on 
actions outstanding. 

- Three byways temporary restriction orders are due to expire in 3 months. –  
- Essex Highways have carried out speed surveys in Debden Green and 

Hamperden End. 
- Complaints have been received about road conditions between Hamperden 

End and Henham. 
    
22/611  County & District Councillor Reports: 
No report has been received from County Cllr. Cllr Foley, who has been contacted. 
District Councillor’s report can be found on the DPC website, and includes: 

- A report has been received by a resident on the condition of the roads, 
namely potholes and drainage, in the Henham and Chickney Road area. 

- New rules on UDC investments have been implemented. 
- The Dept. of Levelling up has imposed ‘special measures’ with regards to the 

UDC planning dept. Only UDC has been singled out for this. How does this 
affect the ability of local people to comment on planning applications? When 
we are notified then there will be just 3 weeks to make comments. Public can 
write to the CEO of UDC and the local MP to make their concerns known. 
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- UDC budget has been set at 3.9% increase for 2022/23. 
- The Youth Council is recruiting. 
- The Local Plan is on track to meet the 2023 deadline. 

 
22/612  Queen’s Platinum Celebrations: 
Cllr Gardner reported on plans and this will be available on the DPC website. 

- Cllr. Bunting to enquire on expense of Beacon to be made for June 2nd. 
- DRG will be asked to agree a site for the Beacon. 
- June 3rd - The Church Committee will hold Open Gardens Event on Friday 3rd 

with music, plant sale and refreshments.  
- June 4th - FODS have indicated they will do activities for children that 

afternoon on the rec - tbc. 
- Costs to be sought by FODS, for a commemorative mug for each child in the 

village. 
- June 4th - Awaiting confirmation of an inflatable assault course to be available 

on the rec. 
- The marquee will cost £2050 and require a deposit of 25% to secure the 

booking. 
- June 5th The RBL have indicated they may wish to hold a Vintage Vehicle 

Show on the rec.  
- June 5th Sunday ‘Big Lunch’ Revival Band have confirmed. 
- Debden 1st Brownies have confirmed they will plant a tree for the Queen’s 

canopy sometime in March. Site to be agreed. We have registered with the 
Queen’s Canopy initiative. 

- The Parish Pump have indicated they may run a scheme for children to 
submit designs for stain glass windows in the Debden phone box on Thaxted 
Road. The Debden Green box will be planted up. 

- UDC have released a grant for up to £700 to help with event costs. 
 
22/613  To Approve Items for Payment Schedule: 
The payment schedule was agreed. 
Proposed:  Cllr O’Brien, Seconded:  Cllr Bunting. All agreed. 
 
22/614  Special Constables: 
It was discussed to request a talk by Essex Police on Police Specials at the Annual 
Assembly. Arrangements will be set on next agenda. 
 
22/615  Defibrillator at Debden Green:  
An offer for a site was submitted by a resident, and discussed and approved. This is a 
very generous offer and it’s a good site. The council has budgeted for costs. Cllr 
Diggins advised that extra funding may be available, to help fund the new 
defibrillator. 
 The Case on the Defibrillator on the shop is cracked and needs replacing. It may be 
possible to purchase a new case. Cllr Diggins to investigate. 
Proposed: Cllr Lindsell. Seconded: Cllr Gardner. All agreed. 
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22/616  Annual Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regs, and Parish Council 
Policies: 
Cllr Diggins to compile a list of any amendments, or additional policies to adopt. The 
Standing Orders meetings section needs revision. It is important to do a regular 
review in line with NALC models. 
 
22/617  Litter Pick: 
A date was confirmed for Keep Britain Tidy Spring Litter Pick in Debden Green on 
March 26th at 9.30 am. To be included in the Parish Pump. Equipment is booked with 
UDC. 
Proposed: Cllr Gardner. Seconded: Cllr Watson. All agreed. 
 
22/618  Items for Next Agenda: 
Annual Assembly 
Jubilee items to be finalised 
Allotments to review contracts 
Allotment training Course - approval Cllr O’Brien to attend and for fee payment 
 
22/619  Date for next Meeting: 
Wednesday 30th March at 8pm in the village hall. 
 
22/620  PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960  
In view of the confidential personnel nature of the business to be transacted, to 
resolve excluding the press and public from the meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr Gardner. Seconded: Cllr Diggins. All agreed. 
 
22/621 Payment of Invoices and Personnel Issue: 
To approve payment of invoices for legal advice relating to a personnel matter. 
Proposed: Cllr Lindsell. Seconded Cllr Luck. All agreed. 
 
To receive an update on current personnel matters. 
The position of the Clerk was discussed. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …   
Chairman 

30th March 2022 



REPORT on PLANNING MATTERS for  

DEBDEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 23rd FEBRUARY 2022 

AGENDA ITEM 22/609 

APPLICATIONS: 

 

UTT/ 33/0342/HHF: Glenlossie, Mill Road, Debden, CB11 3LB 

Application validated: 31.01.2022 

Proposal:  Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of replacement outbuilding, single storey 

side extension and first floor rear extension. 

Changes alter a bungalow to a 11/2 storey house. Applicants sought pre-application advice from UDC 

and neighbour has lodged a letter in support. 

Action: Does anyone want to submit any comment?  

 

 

DECISIONS: 

 

UTT/21/3554/LB: 56 Wash Cottages, Thaxted Road, Debden, CB11 3LS 

Proposal:  Application for Listed Building Consent to replace 4 UPVC windows with timber framed 

double glazed windows and slender glazing bars. 

Comment: DPC had no comment 

Decision: 11 February 2022: Approved: Listed Building Consent subject to Conditions:  Work to 

commence within 3 years 

 

UTT/22/0210/AG: Smiths Green Farm, Thaxted Road, Debden, Essex:  

Application validated: 25.01.2022 

Proposal: Grain Store under agricultural planning provisions 

Comment: DPC had no comment 

Decision: 17 February 2022: The notification to erect this Grain Store did not comply with the 

Permitted Development criteria so a formal application would be required 

 

UTT/22/0064/DOC: The Old Windmill Mill Road Debden CB11 3LB 

Application validated: 11.01.2022 

Proposal:  to discharge condition 4 (internal surface materials), 5 (additional drawings), 6 (rooflights) 

and 8 (damp proof course) attached to UTT/20/2325/LB. |  

Comment: DPC had no comment 

Decision: 17 February 2022: Conditions discharged in full. 

 

 



Highways Report 23/02/22 

We already knew that Essex Highways Public Rights of Way have had a personnel reshuffle. 

To assist the new people in position I have politely emailed to remind Highways PROW 

about the 140m of byway 11-30 near Fellows Farm Debden Green that was left without 

being resurfaced. 

Also contacted, about the three byway TROs that are currently in place but are due to expire 

in the next couple of months. 

Also contacted about the request to replace two Footpath finger posts between Tendrings 

farm and Rowney Wood.  

Essex Highways have carried out the speed surveys in Debden Green and Hamperden End 

but I have asked them to consider findings provisional due to the amount of builders vans at 

both locations which is temporarily acting as traffic calming. 

Complaints have been received about the condition of Henham road between Hamperden 

End and Henham. Your Parish Council and your District Councillor are asking ECC what is 

going to be done and when? 

Cllr B Lindsell 



UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 4ER 

Telephone (01799) 510510, Fax (01799) 510550  

Textphone Users 18001 

Email uconnect@uttlesford.gov.uk  Website www.uttlesford.gov.uk 

 

 

 

District Councillor‘s Report February 2022  

 
We at Uttlesford are like the rest of the country living through difficult and interesting times. The world 
seems full of problems either man made or natural. Perhaps even that is not natural if we include the 
Climate Change impact we are having. The volcanic eruptions, I guess, are a thing apart but the effects 
come around the world to get to us in the form of shock waves real or imagined. 
 
My advice is, keep your sanity and keep safe while working through the problems that you might have 
yourself, and seek advice if you need it. 
 
The residents of Smiths Green have been sharing problems with me for months now. Their problems are 
pigeons that reside under the solar panels on the roof. They are pests as they nest under the solar panels 
and breed all year round so the flock multiplies. While doing their courtship discreetly under the panels 
they make pigeon noises which at 2 am as reported to me disturb peoples sleep in the bedrooms below.  
They fill the gutters with nesting material and pooh causing damage to the buildings when the drains get 
blocked. Anything below such washing in gardens and anything on driveways gets covered in poo. 
People are fed up! 
 
Some houses have had what I will call “netting” that goes around the edge of the panels so the birds can’t 
get under them and that seems effective. With Covid restrictions lifting, people are being allowed back to 
work in offices so I will be able to go to meet UDC officers and make personal representation to them to 
make things difficult for amorous pigeons. 
 
Feedback tells me that there have been engineers around Smiths Green measuring up for the proposed 
new driveways which will be very welcome. No more muddy verges to make the area look shabby. I hope 
the layby comes next as promised by ECC Highways dept.  
 
If you live in Smiths Green you will know many drivers light up the VAS sign as they come into Thaxted 
Road exceeding 30 mph and you have made me aware. 
 
Consequently, I am spending a lot of time promoting the aim of Community Speedwatch which is to 
improve awareness of local speed limits and highlighting the importance of travelling within the speed 
limit.  This reduces the risk of YOU, YOUR family and friends becoming another killed or seriously injured  
statistic, or unintentionally causing an injury to someone else. 

 
Debden and Wimbish Community Speedwatch group has been reorganised. They are going to be 

working alongside statutory organisations to reduce death and injury on the roads of Essex.  We are 

doing this to ensure that communities and families just like ours do not have to suffer the tragedy, 

heartbreak, inconvenience, and expense that comes with all road traffic collisions. Road users If you 

would like refresher training or any other information or advice, contact 

saferessexroads@essexhighways.org who will be pleased to help you. 



I am proud of the position the PC took regarding the Council tax precept. For years we have not been 

looking after the infrastructure in the village let alone providing new items. The increase will be approx. 

£1/week on a Band D property.  If you are someone that is suffering hardship then please contact myself 

or UDC, London Rd on 01799 510510. 

I wondered if I should mention the Village Hall project and decided I should because you voted me in and 

I support the project. Nothing has changed.  Yes, I am frustrated by the slow progress and realise many 

residents are frustrated too but those involved including me are spending hours dealing with the issues 

as they appear not least the matter of the £236,400 grant for the project from the MOD. We have made 

representations to the UDC Governance (GAP) committee and the Scrutiny Committee and the new CEO. 

Simply, I don’t have the room to write more but can assure you all the situation is on-going and we still 

need your support. 

Now to matters of State!  I am sure like me you hold our Queen in high regard and would want to see her 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrated in true Debden Fashion. So please come forward now with your ideas and 

offers of help on how we Celebrate together in June.  

Just a quick mention that an ECC initiative called Active Essex is out there to encourage people to walk, 

cycle and engage in more sport. Some funding is available if required. 

Since I sent the copy to the Parish Pump there have been developments for UDC in that the Westminster 

government is going to limit the money available to use from investments in the future. So, as I have 

been reporting the UDC investments that are expected to produce £7m income will have restricted 

access with possibly £4m being set aside. Its not lost its just put away! I therefore expect UDC to have 

money in the bank in years to come? More details in that as it becomes clearer. 

Cllr Stewart Luck                                 Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                         M: 07974 188395 

 

 

 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk


Queens Jubilee Celebrations update Feb 2022 

 

June 2nd (Thursday) evening 

Beacon lighting from 9.15-9.45 pm 
 
Cllr Bunting will be making enquiries about materials to make the beacon. 

Cllr. Bunting 

 

Debden Recreation Ground will be asked to agree a site.  If they don’t agree to site the 

beacon on the rec another site will have to be found. It would be an idea to have the pole 

supporting the beacon to be easily dismantled and stored for future use, so it won’t need to be 

a permanent structure. Insurance will need to be checked to cover the Beacon. Risk 

assessment for fire, etc. 

 

June 3rd Friday - all day 

Open Gardens 
 
Organised by Debden Gardens and the Church Committee - confirmed (and in the Feb issue 

of the pump) with music, plant sale and refreshments during the day. 

 

June 4rd Sat - afternoon 

I had a reply from School/FODS who indicated they would be happy to do activities for 

children (crown making) and tea and cake on the Saturday afternoon - possibly as a 

fundraiser - to be confirmed. 

 

They also like the idea of a competition to design a commemorative mug as a gift to each 

child, maybe as a collaborative effort. Costs will need to be sought and possibly a grant. 

 

I discussed the idea of an inflatable assault course with a resident who owns a company 

which caters for events but, await confirmation on insurance and availability. 

 

A resident contacted me to say he would like to organise a vintage vehicle show, with the 

RBL either on the Saturday or Sunday - all day event on the recreation ground. I await 

confirmation. 

 

Evening Dance and Music with 1940s trio - Fox, Wiggle and Sass  
 
Marquee: I have requested an alternative price from another company but after a quick check 

online, I very much doubt it will be as reasonable as the one we already have, as we would 

simply be using the marquee from the event the weekend before, thus saving on set up fees. 

 

The price has increased slightly from my last report as roof lining wasn’t included which is 

an extra £250 therefore, the total would be £2050 incl. everything we would need. 

 

The company is Imaginations Event Services Ltd. They require a deposit of 25% (£512.50) to 

secure the booking. 

 

We will need to agree to go ahead with the booking or not, once all the costs are in for the 

event in total. 

 

I fully expect we would charge tickets for the evening event. The amount would need to be 

decided. The marquee holds up to 150 people so a price of £15 per ticket would cover the 

costs of the marquee if all tickets sold. 



 

Debden Rec Ground would be responsible for security. I will check with the insurance co and 

see if there may be an option to pay an extra fee for the marquee when not in use. 

 

I am yet to organise food and bar for this event. I have contacted the Plough pub but they are 

unavailable on those dates. I will also ask Yuva if they would like to do a curry option. 

 

A TENS (Temp Events Notice) licence will need to be applied for through UDC - Cost £21 

Note: To check if St Johns Ambulance/First aid need to be onsite during events and book. 

Plus, Disabled toilets. 

 

 

June 5th - Sunday afternoon 

Jubilee ‘Big Lunch’ 12-2 pm Debden Recreation Ground 

 

The band Revival have confirmed availability and cost of £100 to hire them - Note: check 

their music licence 

 

Idea for the picnic - Everyone wears a hat (or crown (they have made) - Prize for best hat or 

kids fancy dress competition? 

 

Church Thanksgiving Service: time tbc. 

 

Queens Canopy 

Debden Brownies have been in touch to say they are currently exploring which tree to buy  

But are yet to confirm a date to plant it. The national civic tree planting initiative is on Friday 

11 March, but any time in Spring is fine. Debden Recreation ground has recently had a dead 

tree removed so this would be an ideal spot to replace it. I have registered that they will be 

planting a tree and the location. 

 

Children’s Stain Glass - open entry scheme 

The Parish Pump have indicated they would like to run a children’s scheme for stain glass 

designs/drawings to adorn the windows of the newly decorated phone box Debden on the 

Thaxted Road, in Debden. The phone box at Debden Green will be planted up. 

Cllr. Diggins 

 

Tennis Club 

I have contacted the tennis club to see if they would like to be involved in the celebrations 

and await a reply 

Note: they celebrate their 50th anniversary this year. 

 

Note: at this stage, I have still to meet with all who have been in touch, many have been 

away over half term and the past 4 weeks or have had commitments. However, so far, we 

have managed through email. I would like to ask if any councillors would like to attend a 

meeting in the next 2 weeks to help finalise a few loose ends. 

 

Marketing will need to be organised and costed - posters, Eventbrite for ticket sales, etc. 

Arkwright’s Estate Agents could be approached to help with advertising. 

 

I will collate all costs on a spreadsheet, once finalised, and circulate before the next meeting. 

 

UDC have recently announced a grant for up to £700 to help with event costs. 



Debden Parish Council 
Payment Schedule for Meeting 23rd February 2022 (1) 
 
 
 
Direct Debits       
      
N Power        £   99.37 
A&J Lighting (February)      £   23.86 
 
Donation to Parish Pump       £300.00  
(Budgeted amount 2021/22) 
Internal Auditor           £   75.00 
       
Asa Clarke  
(Assistance with budget preparation)    £  90.00 
 
Debden Village hall bookings for 2022                £216.00 
    
  
 
 
Current Account Unity Trust Bank             £5006-07 
Less Payment listed above               £   804.23    
Balance                 £4201.84 
                
      
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------- 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Debden Parish Council 
Payment Schedule for Meeting  23rd February 2022 (2)  
 
 
 
Thomas Mansfield Solicitors                £ 1617-00  
(HR advice; invoice dated 31 January 2022) 
 
 
Current Account Unity Trust Bank    £  4201.84 
Less Payment listed above                                                                    £  1617.00 
Balance                       £  2584.84 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------- 
Chairman 
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