A frosty sunrise in Hamperden End : Picture from Brian Lindsell
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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats
"Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults
with Learning Difficulties"
For printing needs call Janice Harding.
Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote.
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From the Editor

In compiling your magazine this month, volunteering seems to be a
recurring theme and draws our attention to the contribution volunteers make to our lives. The Royal British Legion, The St John’s Ambulance, and the Citizens advice Bureau are all seeking volunteers to
help them carry out their valuable work within the wider community.
Closer to home, however, in our Deben Community, we must also not
forget the contribution volunteers make to the smooth running of our
village life. The church, the school, the lunch club, the shop, the various sporting activities, the Brownies, the History Recorders, the Parish Pump Group, the Parish Council and the Village Hall and Recreation Ground Trusts are all well supported by volunteers, giving generously of their time for the greater good.
It is therefore sad to note that this month the Debden Village Hall
Trust are reporting that they have made the decision to return the Army grant, which was given in support of the new village hall project.
In doing so, of course, it again casts doubt on whether a new hall will
ever be built.
Both sides in the ongoing and lengthy debate have worked tirelessly
to promote their cause, however, it now seems that the impasse is so
great that it cannot be overcome.
This year our village hall will be 100 years old and is getting to a
stage when it will be unfit for purpose. During the last 20 years or so
various projects have been suggested. However, in all cases we, as
a community, have all been unable to agree a way forward that is acceptable to everyone.
Centenary celebrations are planned for this year. Personally speaking, I don’t think there is currently much to celebrate.
Marion.
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Debden New Village Hall
On 2 February 2022 the Village Hall Trustees made the decision, following
legal advice, to return the balance of the Armed Forces Covenant Fund
Trust (AFCFT) grant to the donor.
We remain grateful for the grant and the opportunity it gave us to build a
replacement hall, with all the benefits this would have created for the community. Unfortunately, we have been unable to make the progress that the
donors required.
Some of you will know the long and difficult history of the project, stretching
back to the receipt of the grant in 2015. We do not propose to repeat it here.
We are hugely disappointed.
The trustees, along with a large group of other volunteers, have put in hundreds of hours of hard work to deliver this project. Despite these efforts, we
still face implacable and very public opposition from a minority of residents.
This has contributed to delays which, along with other factors, have seen a
large increase in the cost of the project. The project group remain committed to finding a way to build a new hall and will be looking at ways to move
forward. We have tried to engage constructively with the opposing resident’s group, but to date with no success. We will continue to try and engage with them.
We would like to acknowledge and thank the volunteers who have given
their time and skills so generously and positively over these many months
and we continue to work together to overcome any difficulties to build a new
hall for the whole community.
Anyone who feels they can help to achieve a new hall for the whole community please get in touch.
Debden Village Hall Trust
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Parish Council Update
We received some questions regarding the 2022/23 budget such as “why
do rising costs of electricity affect the Parish Council?” Debden PC pays
for the streetlighting in the village, for example, so we thought it might be
helpful to provide some more info on what a Parish Council looks after.
The following are all under the remit of local councils:
· Allotments, Bus Shelters, Clocks - public clocks must be maintained.
· Community Centres, Conference Centres, Halls, Public Buildings
· Drainage - of ditches and ponds
· Entertainment and the Arts
· Footpaths
· General Spending - parish councils can spend a limited amount of money on anything they deem of benefit to the community that is not covered
by the other specific responsibilities described in this list
· Highways - lighting, parking places, right to enter into discussions about
new roads and road widening, consent of parish council required for diversion or discontinuation of highway, traffic signs and other notices, tree
planting and verge maintenance
· Land - acquisition and sale of
· Legal proceedings - power to prosecute and defend any legal proceedings in the interests of the community, power to take part in any public
enquiry
· Litter - provision of litter-bins and support for any anti-litter campaigns
· Planning - parish councils may be notified of any planning applications
for the area
· Postal and Telecommunication Facilities – power to pay a public telecommunications operator any loss sustained in providing services in that
area
· Public conveniences - provision and maintenance of public toilets
· Recreation - provision of recreation grounds, public walkways, pleasure
grounds, open spaces, village greens, gymnasiums, playing fields, holiday
camps and boating ponds
· Rights of Way - footpath and bridleway maintenance
· Seats (public)
· Signs - danger signs, place names and bus stops signs
· Tourism - financial contributions to any local tourist organisations allowed
· Traffic Calming
· War Memorials
· Water Supply - power to utilise stream, well or spring water and to provide facilities for general use
Appointments
At the EGM on Feb 4th, Cllr. April Gardner has been appointed acting
Clerk and Cllr. Brian Lindsell as acting Responsible Financial Officer
5
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(RFO), these are temporary unpaid positions.
Precept
As the budget had been approved, due to the change of councillors taking
on responsibilities of the Clerk and RFO, the precept form was signed and
submitted to UDC for 2022/23 financial year.
Planning
The following items were discussed:
UTT/22/0064/DOC - The Old Windmill Mill Road - no comment
UTT/22/0210/AG - Smiths Green, Thaxted Road - no comment
Decisions
UTT/21/3321/CLE - Sibbards Farm Debden Green Henham Road - withdrawn
UTT/21/3526/FUL - Rook End Farm, Rook End Lane - approved
UTT/21/1358/FUL - The Old Bakehouse Debden Green Henham Road approved
UTT/21/1833/FUL - Land West of Thaxted, Cutlers Green Lane, Thaxted decision deferred
Proposed solar farm at Thaxted: This item comes under Climate Change
not Planning but is part of the Local Plan.
All applications can be viewed on the UDC website within the planning portal.
Highways and Public Rights of Way : ECC have carried out speed surveys (double cables across the road) in Debden Green and Hamperden
End. Due to the amount of builder's vans close to both survey locations
(acting as traffic calming) Highways have been requested to take the results
as provisional only.
ECC Public Rights of Way have had a personnel reshuffle. A polite email
has been sent reminding them the temporary byway closures will expire in a
couple of months if not renewed.
Queens Platinum Celebrations
1st Debden Brownies have written to the Council requesting to plant a tree
as part of the Queens Green Canopy
Celebrations are being organised with groups within the village over the
weekend of 2nd-5th June - see details in pump over next 3 months.
Police Specials :A talk by Essex Police on Police Specials, has been requested for the Annual Assembly, on how they can be commissioned to
work for the parish.
Litter pick
See notice on page 44 regarding a litter pick in Debden Green on March
26th. All welcome.
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Debden History Recorders

7

Debden Parish Pump

8

March 2022

Debden Parish Pump

March 2022

9

Debden Parish Pump

March 2022
Daphne Gipps

Daphne sadly passed away, at the age of 93, on Monday 24 th January
2022. Daphne was born in Cutler’s Green, Debden, in 1928, and moved
to Debden Green when she married John (Jack) Gipps in 1950; and it is
there that she lived for the rest of her life. Her family are very grateful for
the care she received at Addenbrookes Hospital, and for the support of
the extended family and friends at this sad time. Daphne spent a lot of
her time knitting clothing for premature babies born at the Rosie Maternity Unit at Addenbrookes Hospital; a pass-time she really enjoyed.
Stephen Gipps (Son)

St. John’s Ambulance: Volunteers Sought!
St John’s Ambulance is appealing for new volunteers who can give 60 hours
a year. The charity is looking for willing volunteers who can be trained and
provide first aid at events and venues across the East, including at the London Stadium in Stratford and venues like Lakeside Shopping Centre.
Peter Howie, St John’s Ambulance Essex District Manager said “First Aid
saves lives and we are looking for volunteers from across Essex to join us
serving our communities. We will provide training, equipment and uniform.
Information about volunteering is online at https://sja.org.uk/volunteer
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Debden Brownies
Brownies started the Spring term with a trip to see the Saffron Players
pantomime Rapunzel. Great fun was had by all!

11

Debden Parish Pump

March 2022

Debden Open Gardens – Friday 3rd June 2022
Please note new date!

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in the summer, we
are planning to have Open Gardens in Debden on Friday 3rd June 2022
from 11am – 5pm. Gorgeous gardens to visit and enjoy around the village.
Lunches, Teas, Plant Sales & Live Music at the Church. Tickets on sale
near the Post Office/Village Hall – Adults £5 a head, accompanying children free. A wonderful day for all the family!
If you would be happy to open your garden, or would like to know more, do
please let us know. If you would be happy to help in any other way we
would also love to hear from you!

Tony Vernon: tonywvernon@btinternet.com; 01371 830801
&
Hilary Davey: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com; 01799 542717

10th Debden Potato Challenge
Collect your potatoes.
Friday 4th March 7:00 to 10:00 pm in
the Plough
£5 per entry
12
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How to let Police Officers know if you are in danger
If you think you are in immediate danger, but are unable
to speak, what should you do?
You should dial 999 and let the operator know that your call is genuine
using the following steps:
•

If you can, try to speak to the operator, even if it is only a few
words;

•

If making a sound will put you or someone else in danger, hold the
line and listen carefully to the instructions. You will be asked to dial
55; It is called the silent solution system.

•

While on the phone, try to avoid covering the microphone so that
the operator can hear important background noises.

Note that pressing 55 on a mobile does not allow police to track your
location, so it is crucial that you listen to any further instructions given by
the call handler. If you do call 999 by accident, please do not hang up as
time spent trying to contact you to see if you are ok may take time away
from another call. Just let the operator know that help is not required.
14
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Providing clients with premium transport
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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District Councillor’s Report: March 2022
The UDC Designation under S62A of the TCPA 1990 by the
UK Government is going to affect how planning is dealt with in
Uttlesford.
Reading the news it seems to have bypassed any democratic
system. Planning applications for more than 10 houses on a
development have the option of going to a Planning Inspector
rather than UDC Planning. This is expected to reduce the income to UDC from Planning applications made to them.
If the application is dealt with by the inspector rather than
UDC, the public will only have three weeks in which to make
their representations, should they wish to do so.

Your PC, for example, only meet every month. I have rubbed
shoulders with the UDC Planning Committee and believe the
Cllrs and Planning Officers do their best to perform a good
public service. In the last year the Planning Dept has undergone an overhaul, which is still ongoing. For your information,
I think this comment below is the sort of comments any of the
Cllrs would make if asked.
“I just want to remind everyone, whichever party you belong
to, and I speak as a member of the Planning Committee, that
no matter how much blame and mudslinging you want to attach to any one or anything in particular the facts
are……..The Planning Committee is APOLITICAL, it must act
in accordance with planning law, the local plan (no matter how
old), the NPPF and planning guidance.
At this time R4U has the majority of members on the planning
committee this is because of political balance, this is also normal, the Conservatives had the majority of planning committee members when they were the administration. Political balance plays a part in the make up of all committees.
The committee also consists of 1 Lib and 1 green party member. Again, Political balance. The committee has an R4U
Chair and a Conservative Vice Chair. The committee can’t be
18
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seen to be predetermining any application, or passing comment. This has often made it difficult to represent the residents in our wards, and sometimes makes us unpopular.
I can’t speak for anybody else on the committee, but I have
always tried to be fair, and also stick to planning rules when
making a decision. I’m sure other committee members would
say the same. It is very unfortunate that the Government is
stepping in and I’m sure we are all very sad.
I believe it to be grossly unfair to apportion blame to any particular party when the members of the committee are diverse
in their political affiliations and, hopefully, it doesn’t cloud anyone’s judgement. I have no regrets in any of the decisions I
have made as I have always acted in the best interests of Uttlesford residents whilst trying to act within the rules”.

So in my mind, if the applications don’t comply with planning
rules they get rejected and the percentage of rejections go
up. So why would UK.Gov penalise people for following the
rules? It’s not making sense.
Cllr Stewart Luck
Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
07974188395

Queens Platinum Jubilee Weekend
Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving
Sunday afternoon 5thJune, 2022
A final get together to complete our
community celebrations marking this
special event.
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc!
burnhammarketcottages.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
Call Oliver and Max Campbell
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Debden Village Hall
and recreation ground
mark their centenary
this month. In March
1922 Lady Strathcona
made a bequest of land
in trust for the purpose
of building a hall for use
by the community.
Since then, the hall has
been at the centre of
village life, hosting village meetings and
events, many of which
continue to this day.
Lady Margaret Charlotte Strathcona was the daughter of 1st Baron
Strathcona and Mount Royal who owned Debden Hall and extensive
parkland in the village including the meadow adjoining the hall which
became the recreation ground.
The bequest was made in memory of her son, The Hon. Robert Henry
Palmer Howard, who was killed during WWI at Flanders, age 21 years.
His name is commemorated on the village hall memorial stone along
with those of more than 30 servicemen from the parish who lost their
lives in both World Wars.

The hall looks very different today compared to the original building, a
timber structure designated as a “war memorial institute, reading room or
clubroom”.
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During the 1980s extensions
were added, including the
Green Room and kitchen. The
village shop was added in
1982, covering the original
main entrance. The timber build
still forms the shell of the main
hall. The age of the building
explains its current condition
and why the Debden Village
Hall Trust and the Parish Council are leading a campaign to
build a new hall.
Plans are being completed for a celebration on March 19th to mark the
centenary of the hall.
In June the hall and the recreation ground will also be the centre of a village celebration to mark the Queen’s platinum jubilee, a link to 1953 when
this was the setting for a carnival to mark the Queen’s coronation.

Continuity and change
The history of the hall reflects both continuity as the centrepiece of social life
in the village and changes in society over the years.
22
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From a meeting place and
reading room in its early
days, the hall became a hub
for an ever-increasing range
of activities. The 1967 constitution for what was then
the Debden Memorial Institute lists a dozen management committee representatives and users including
Parish Council, PCC, British
Legion, Debden Football Club, Mothers’ Union and Women’s Club, WI, social, youth, drama, art clubs, dance school, play school and the Community
Shop. The hall was also used as a dining room for the children who would
walk over and have lunch, until the kitchen was added to Debden Primary
Photo: Andy Pearce
School. The tennis courts were built in 1972 and celebrate their 50th birthday this year. The Children’s playground was added later. The pavilion
was built on the recreation ground in 1975, by the football club.
While cricket and rounders
haven’t been played on the
recreation ground for some
years, football continues and
has been joined by Tai Chi.
Over the years a variety of
events including classic car
shows, fetes, May-day parades, parties and weddings
have taken place forming
many happy and nostalgic
memories for long-term residents and families.
Whatever the future holds, the
village hall and recreation ground have both served the community well
over the past century, as these pictures recall.
Why not email the Pump with your favourite memories of the hall for
the next edition. We would love to see some photos of your memories?
Relevant historical dates:
Debden parish council acquired the recreation land for £120, 13th February 1922.
The conveyance of the Debden Memorial Institute land was 14th March 1922.
Debden Memorial Institute (Debden Village Hall Trust) was registered as a charity
on 15th March 1967.
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Come along to Debden Table Tennis Club!
We meet on Thursday evenings 8.00 - 9.30 pm in the Village Hall and we
would welcome new players! We have a lot of fun.... it's not too serious but
there is a competitive edge!

If you would like to join us we would love to see you, whatever standard.
£3.00 per session, bats provided.
Sue Wolff
(susanwolff74@gmail.com)

KEEP THE DATE!
Debden Progressive BBQ
2022
Jane and Margaret are
pleased to announce that the
Debden Progressive BBQ is
now scheduled to take place
on
Saturday 18th June, 2022
More details to follow
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Debden Church Letter
Dear Friends
The days are getting longer and the midday sun
reaches higher in the sky – sure signs spring and
summer are on the way. On the bright and sunnier mornings, I do believe the birds are chirping
with more joy and verve to herald the start of the
new day. I wonder if we feel like that too after the
darker months of winter – or indeed the darker months of the pandemic.
There is no doubt that the pandemic has levied a toll of some sort on all of
us, but as we look forward to this summer, I am sure we all hope and pray
the grey days of high infections, illness and loss are behind us. If this is true
(and at the time of writing, the government is considering lifting the last restrictions imposed on society) we must surely be looking to re-join our clubs,
societies and groups as before. Are you ready for this? From the experience of church and from what I hear of other clubs and organisations, this is
certainly not the case for everyone.
To encourage you, it was suggested I write particularly this month to welcome you back to church! Whether you haven’t been for a long time, have
seldom crossed the threshold of a church, or have worshipped with us regularly, you will always get a warm welcome. We are getting into the habit
again of having refreshments after the services too so we hope it is a place
where you will meet and make friends. In essence, we are people from the
local community who would be happy for you to join us.
If church is unfamiliar to you, there is often the fear of doing the right thing.
Should I stand or sit; will I find the right page; am I allowed to partake in this
part of the service? I am sure God doesn’t mind about these things although with our traditions and unspoken rules of worship, we don’t always
make it easy to follow. That said, we do try hard to let people know what we
are doing in our worship, what book and page number we are on, whether to
sit or stand and so on. And just in case you are wondering, everyone is welcome to all our services. Family Services are for all ages – they are more
informal and inclusive for children but enjoyed by adults too. Holy Communion is also inclusive, albeit more formal and includes receiving bread and
wine if you are confirmed: although everyone is invited to receive a blessing.
Please do be in touch with me if you wish to learn more about our services,
the Christian Faith or indeed if you are considering Baptism or Confirmation.
Our worship will always include a reading from the bible with a sermon or
talk reflecting on this; hymns and songs; prayers for ourselves, our community and the world; often an affirmation of faith is included and a time of reflection on our attitudes and actions that we may wish to say sorry for.
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There is never a compulsion to join in or do anything as an individual – you
may come and just simply sit with us and rest quietly in an atmosphere of
worship and prayer.
As we enjoy the warmer and brighter days, I hope you feel confident and
secure enough to venture out again as you once did. You would be welcome to join us at any service but you would be especially welcome as we
celebrate Mothering Sunday, 27 March (details of services elsewhere in the
magazine).
A verse from the bible reflects the hope we have everyday in trusting a loving heavenly Father :
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come
to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations
3:22,23)
In the new season ahead of us, I pray we may all know the love and mercy
of a heavenly Father.
Best wishes
Revd John Saxon

Worship and Word Prayer Group
St Paul’s Wimbish
This is a short informal time of prayer and reflection around the daily office
service of Evening Prayer. We include prayer for each other, the life of the
churches, the needs of those from around the world and of course for those
we hold dear. You would be welcome to join us — no expectation to pray
aloud.
6.00-6.45pm on Wednesdays 2 and 16 March, 6 and 20 April
For prayer requests please email debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com
or call 541619

Wimbish Coffee Mornings
St Paul’s Mission Hall
Saturday 10 -11.30am 19 March and 23 April
Coffee, tea and delicious home made Cake, to enjoy
with home made produce .
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Thursday Fellowship 10.00 – 11.00 AM
A said service of Holy Communion followed by refreshments
Debden Church (New Room) : Thursdays 17 March and 7 April
St Paul’s, Wimbish: Thursdays 10 March

Baptism and Wedding enquiries welcome
Please contact Revd John Saxon, Team Vicar:
01799 541619
07484 332734
debdenwimbishcurate@gmail.com
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,
We have recently seen so much frenzy as to what or what didn’t happen during lockdown. Truth is a precious commodity
and we see it so often blurred as people often distort it to their
own perspective. I recall from my school days a quotation from
Julius Caesar, “What we wish, we readily believe, and what we
ourselves think, we imagine others think also.” How often we
deceive ourselves, thinking ourselves in the right or better than
we really are and hope everyone else sees it that way too!.
The prophet Jeremiah wrote “The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? “I the Lord
search the heart and test the mind.” Fortunately there is a solution! Jesus himself said “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” He alone
can show us where we have gone wrong, transform us and turn
our lives around.
We are currently having repair works carried out on the building
but when that is completed we do hope to get the coffee mornings back up and running again as soon as possible.
God bless,
Simon Gale

Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden
Sunday

Special note

11.00 am Morning Worship
Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church

Psalm 8 verses 3-9
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honour.
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a
professional service with a personal touch.
From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether
you are looking to buy, sell, rent or your property.

Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600

NEW! COMMUNITY LINK SPACE AVAILABLE
Saffron Walden Building Society has recently launched a new Community
Link space in support of local charities and Not for Profit groups. Claire
Hunnable from the Society said “during the pandemic, the importance of
community was reinforced as the country rallied together to support those
who were vulnerable, lonely or struggling with physical or mental ill health.
More people than ever were dependent upon charities and not for profit
organisatonswith this likely to continueand increase as inflation continues to
hit society.
The new Community Link, which is completely independent of the Society,
is based in the old Cook Shop in |Market Street, and is a free community
space for charities, not for profit organisations and community groups who
feel they could make use of the space to engage with the local community.
It will hold up to 30 people and has a functioning kitchen with toilet facilities,
tables, chairs and breakout areas. It is available to book now. Please contact Claire Hunnable on Claire.hunnable@saffronbs.co.uk or call 0800
0721100
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How rising inflation hits lowincome households the hardest
Increased energy costs, rising inflation and the
removal of the £20 Universal Credit uplift means
that many households are finding it increasingly
difficult to make ends meet, and typically, those
on the lowest incomes are being hit the hardest - frontline advisers at Uttlesford Citizens Advice are already supporting increasing numbers of people who can’t afford rent, food or heating.
In a recent thread on twitter, Jack Monroe, a food writer and activist known
for campaigning on poverty issues, highlighted the fact that the use of the
consumer price index and retail price index to measure rising household
bills ‘grossly underestimates the true cost-of-living crisis’. Using data she
has collected, she demonstrates that the price of the cheapest bag of pasta
in Asda has risen by 141% and the cheapest rice by 344% in the last year
alone. “A few years ago,” she writes, “there were more than 400 products
in the ‘Smart Price’ range; today there are 87 and counting down”. To see
the full twitter thread, go to https://threadreaderapp.com/
thread/1483778776697909252.html
Kate Robson, CEO at Uttlesford Citizens Advice, said: “Over the last two
years, we have seen a steep rise in the number of people who have come
to us for advice relating to budgeting or help to pay essential bills. If you
are struggling, please remember you are not alone. Our advisers can help
by making sure you are receiving all the benefits you are entitled to and
working with you to maximise your income; they can also help you access
other support, including emergency financial support, if needed.”
You can contact Uttlesford Citizens Advice on 01799 618840 or email
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk You can also find advice and information online
at www.citizensadvice.org.uk
To make a donation to Uttlesford Citizens Advice, go to
www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

Uttlesford Citizens Advice
01799 618840
www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

35

Debden Parish Pump

March 2022

Events to look forward to in 2022!

March 4th

Potato distribution for competition, The Plough.
7.30pm

March 5th

Jumble Sale village hall 2-4pm

March 19th

Village Hall & Recreation ground Centenary
Celebrations - Details on page 39

March 26th

Litter pick Debden Green 9.30am

April 23rd & 24th

Saffron Walden Crank up Carver Barracks 10am

June 2nd - 5th

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Thurs 2nd June

Beacon lighting ceremony with food and refreshments. Evening 7 - 9.45pm (time tbc)

Friday 3rd June

Debden Open Gardens ( see page 12)

Saturday 4th June

•

Activities on the recreation ground in the
afternoon, including crown making, vintage
teas, inflatables tbc.

•

Evening music and dance with 1940’s trio
Fox Wiggle and Sax - marquee

•

“Big Lunch”: Bring your own picnic.

•

Fancy dress competition

•

Music by Revival 12-2pm

•

RBL classic vehicle show all day event TBC

•

Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving, St
Mary’s Church. Time TBC

Sunday 5th June

August 6th
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk

38

Debden Parish Pump

March 2022

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
The Post Office is open from Monday to
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm
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Volunteering opportunities at
Uttlesford Citizens Advice
It's easy to feel disconnected from your community, as you juggle work, family and jobs around
the house. One of the most satisfying, fun, and
productive ways to get to know your neighbours
is through volunteering for community service
projects. Just a small amount of your time can
make a big difference to an organisation or person
that needs your help.
Uttlesford Citizens Advice have a team of more than 60 volunteers who
support the charity in many ways, from giving information and advice to
clients to helping with fundraising, administration, and social media campaigns. Our brilliant board of trustees are also volunteers, responsible for
setting the direction of the charity and ensuring we stay solvent.
We are always happy to hear from anyone who would like to join us. Our
volunteer roles are varied, challenging and rewarding; hours are flexible
so fit well with family or other existing commitments.
We currently have vacancies for volunteers to join us in the following
roles:
Disability Benefits Team - specialist volunteers who support clients
to complete complex application forms. Full training and supervision given.
Community Volunteers - help us raise awareness of the varied support and advice we offer in your village, parish or ward; keep leaflets well stocked in your local community settings
Treasurer - help ensure our charity is sustainable and continues to
meet the needs of the community.
For more details of these and other opportunities, go to
www.uttlesfordca.org.uk, call 01799 618840 or email
jo.hancock@uttlesfordca.org.uk
MF

Barnards Yard, CB11 4EB
T: 01799 618840
W: uttlesfordca.org.uk
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CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Airport Noise Complaints 0800 243788
Debden Clubs

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801
www.debdentennis.co.uk
Table tennis (Sue Wolff) S/W 543679
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Grahams School of Dance
01279 654423
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

County Councillor Martin Foley …

Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street….01799 528555

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire 01799 543048

email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

District Councillor

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbourhood plan)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch, Pavilion, Finance)
Chris Griffin (Parish Clerk)
01799 540587 pcclerk@debden.org
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866
captainluck@hotmail.com
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