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District Councillor’s Report - March 30th 2022 

No covid restrictions and good weather means things are getting busy again now. Those pigeons 

living at Smiths Green under the Solar Panels are quite a problem that UDC just can’t cope with, for 

some reason. Multiple people are involved but not one, so far, has said anything along the lines of 

“let’s get to the bottom of this once and for all”. 

ECC and the Highways issues. The Henham Rd out of Debden Green is bad for many reasons that a 

resident highlighted to us last month. Cllr Foley has taken the matter up with the ECC Highways dept. but, 

the reply didn’t acknowledge there was anything much wrong. The road from Fox Crossroads to Walden 

was flooded, caused by a problem a little way up the hill. That area of road has been dug up several 

times in the last three years and I sympathise with people who have to live with this problem. This is 

a highways safety issue that needs fixing, and it may be a water company problem.  I don’t think ECC 

have the money to deal with the problems they are responsible for, probably down to poor decisions 

or no decisions being made in the past. I will continue to chase down those responsible people for 

you. 

Debden Parish Council held an EGM recently to regularise some decisions that might have come in 

for some criticism if they had not done so. The EGM was to ensure a belt and braces approach to 

running our village affairs.  At the meeting the PC members came under a lot of abuse and 

intimidation.  The chairman was not respected when she called for silence from the floor so the 

meeting could not continue. There was so much unruliness that the chairman had to adjourn the 

meeting. Those creating the problem were completely out of order, disrespectful to the council and 

to you as residents for wasting not only the council’s time but that of other associated organisations. 

I can assure you this type of behaviour will not be tolerated. After order was restored, of a sort, the 

meeting was resumed, and the business conducted in accordance with the agenda and constitution.  

That business included setting the precept which has been raised quite considerably from what has 

been the norm in the past few years.  The Parish has responsibilities that have not received proper 

attention in the past. Granted it’s not all down to ECC or UDC. The PC gave a list of all the things they 

are responsible for in the Feb issue of the Parish Pump. There is also a statement on the precept 

increase on debden.org 

This village is still a wonderful place to live so let’s enjoy it as a community and set an example to the 

younger generation.                                               

Others are not so fortunate!                

Cllr Stewart Luck                                   Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk                                             M: 07974 188395 
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