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T

he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from
people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for
publication is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for
publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors.
Contacts
Editors

Kathy Brown
Marion Bamfield

editors@theparishpump.org

Distribution

Colin Harris

distribution@theparishpump.org

Treasurer

Linda Clarke

treasurer@theparishpump.org

Secretary

Jane Langham

secretary@theparishpump.org

Chairman

Jane Pearce

chairman@theparishpump.org

Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising rates per issue
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

Quarter page £10.00

The Parish Pump is currently printed by:
Prontaprint, 22 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JY
Tel no: 01279 461500
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From the Editor

What an eventful month we have lined up ahead of us! This issue is
dominated by information about the wide range of bank holiday
events that have been planned.
Debden will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in style,
starting with the lighting of the Beacon on June 2nd on the recreation
ground and continuing with various events during the Bank Holiday
weekend (see page 39 for more information). Thanks to all the
volunteers who have worked tirelessly to make this a memorable
occasion.
The Thaxted Festival, running from 17th June until 10th July, is
something else to look forward to. We are very fortunate to have
such an excellent musical event right on our doorstep, with a eclectic
programme of concerts performed by talented musicians. After all
the restrictions of the past two years, it’s fantastic to be able to go
and see live performances again.
The final Progressive Barbecue is set for Saturday 18th June.
Whether you’re new to the village or have been here for years, it’s a
great way of meeting people or just getting together with friends (see
page 28 for details). If you can’t make it, the popular Progressive
Supper will resume in January.
We were very sad to hear of the passing of Nina Manser, a much
loved resident of Debden who had lived here for 40 years. Our
thoughts are with her family. A eulogy of her life will be published in
the July edition of the Pump.
I hope that June brings good weather and more peaceful times..

Kathy
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Parish Pump Chairman’s Report
April 2022

Another year has shot by but at least normality is returning after the
challenges everyone faced during the last two years and it's lovely seeing people's faces and smiles again! The various restrictions had little
impact on The Parish Pump and our wonderful contributors kept us supplied
with
articles, letters and excellent photographs; the ones selected for the
Pump's front covers have been fantastic!
We really appreciate the time and trouble people take to send us their
interesting and informative articles. The Parish Pump would be a very
quick read without them so many thanks to all who contribute and please
keep them coming! As always, we are so very grateful to our excellent
printers, Copycats, and our wonderful team of helpers who make sure
your copy of the Parish Pump is delivered to you 11 months of the year.

I would also like to thank all our advertisers; your custom is extremely
important to us and we are so appreciative of your support. We are also
very grateful to the Parish Council and to the Parochial Church Council
for their donations to the Pump. It is very much appreciated.
The Parish Pump will soon be looking for two new editors to replace
Kathy & Marion whose time as editors is nearly up. Would you consider
becoming a Parish Pump editor? Yes, it takes a bit of time (but not too
much); yes, you do need basic computer skills; yes, you will have help
and guidance for as long as you need it; and yes, you will find the role
incredibly satisfying! Please do let us know if this is something that you
may be interested in. And if you would like to have a chat about the role,
Kathy & Marion will be happy to oblige I’m sure. Your village magazine
needs YOU!
Finally, my sincere gratitude to Jane Langham (Secretary), Linda Clarke
(Treasurer), Colin Harris (Distribution), Andrew Burchall (Auditor) and of
course our superb editors Marion Bamfield and Kathy Brown.
Wishing everyone a very lovely summer filled with lush weather, barbecues and good times:-)
Jane Pearce
Chairman
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Jubilee Quiz

1.

How many bedrooms are there in Buckingham Palace?

2.

How many rounds are fired during a basic royal salute?

3.

What other language is Her Majesty fluent in?

4.

What month does Trooping of the colour take place?

5.

What is the Queen’s residence in Norfolk called?

6.

The Crown asserts ownership of which white bird?

7.

How many horses does it take to pull the Gold Coach?

8.

The Queen was born in a London townhouse. In which area of London
was the townhouse? a) Westminster b) Mayfair c) Marylebone

9.

What date was the Queen born on?

10.

Where were Prince Philip and Princess Elizabeth married?

11.

What is the popular name given to the Yeoman of the Guard?

12.

British monarchs have absolute political power in England: a) True b)
False

13.

Which member of the royal family has won an Olympic silver medal?

14.

How old was the Queen at her coronation?

15.

Where is The Royal Yacht Britannia now permanently birthed?

16.

Princess Elizabeth trained as a mechanic in the military a) True b)
False

17.

The coronation of Queen Elizabeth II was in 1953. Which film won
best picture at the Oscars that year?

18.

Who was British Monarch in 1928?

19.

Where are the Crown jewels kept?

20.

What breed of dog is much loved by the Queen?

Answers on page 16
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District Councillor (DC) Report June 2022
Back in April I wrote about the problem of the Pigeons at Smiths Green.
By COMPLAINING to the UDC housing department I hope WE have
dealt with the matter. I am sorry to say people in general take the easy
way out rather than fix the problems. I am suggesting that mindset needs
to change. I belong to a political party named Residents for Uttlesford
(R4U) and they complained to Uttlesford residents they were dissatisfied
with the way Saffron Walden and the District was being run. Then they
worked hard to set about changing things by getting elected, subsequently they have done some good things which impressed me. I was told by
someone more experienced than I that even if you are not political you
will be if you want to make headway. So rather than stand as an independent candidate I joined R4U to serve you the residents of Debden &
Wimbish. Since then, I felt I needed to get back on the Parish Council
and by a majority of you voting for me I achieved that in 2021. I don’t see
any conflict of interest being on both because I speak my mind honestly
representing you as I think best. Sometimes I get out voted and that’s
democracy at work.
As DC, my life becomes a little easier in that at local level I can speak my
mind and the residents decide on the outcome not the committee (PC).
Last month in my report I was critical of the way the village has held its
Annual Assembly over many years and quoted you the rule book. I think
it’s fair to say that the meeting in the past was uninspiring with poor attendance. This year it was slightly different in that there were no formal
reports from village clubs and organisations. We did have a speaker from
the police which was a continuation of an effort to reduce Rural Crime
(Debden still is Rural so we should be teaching and following the Country
Code while out and about) There was also a presentation on Highways
and all the problems we know about. My fellow R4U chap Cllr Foley representing Essex County Council (ECC) listened to these and he is the
one who needs to complain or praise ECC on our behalf. The meeting
then went into a breakout session and lots of things were aired amongst
residents and politicians. A problem shared is a problem halved! I don’t
know what the outcome will be from that meeting but with the Leader of
Uttlesford Cllr Petrina Lees (R4U) attending I hope a coordinated approach will bring results.
We still have issues which the village has not got to grips with, but it must
- otherwise it’s not going to be a nice village to live in. Specifically, it
needs volunteer residents to lead to make sure that the PC AGM and the
Annual Village Assembly are held on different days. Don’t leave it until
next year, get it as a proposal for the June PC meeting and set the date
for 2023 now! That then could mean the latter starts at 7pm and reports
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could be incorporated as well as the breakout sessions and time for refreshments. Full marks to those PC members who took it upon themselves to provide the refreshments this time.
I love to serve you Residents and I like it when we come together, so I
hope to meet you all celebrating over the Queens Platinum Jubilee holiday.
Didn’t she do well! God Save the Queen!
Cllr Stewart Luck
07974188395

Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

Four Day Events planned in Debden over the Jubilee Weekend
Master of Ceremonies Richard Cawte will kick start the celebrations
by announcing the Lighting of the Beacon Proclamation at 2pm, Thurs
2nd June in the centre of Debden village. The Bugle Call ‘Majesty’ will
be played by two young Buglers at 9.40pm and the beacon will be lit
at 9.45pm on Debden Recreation ground.
On Friday 3rd Debden opens its gardens from 11 am - 5 pm. Tickets
available from the village hall on the day.
Children’s activities and refreshments are scheduled Saturday afternoon, 4th June at 1.30-4.30pm by Friends of Debden School. An evening of 1940s music and dance will take place in the marquee at
7.30pm, with supper supplied by Indian Fine Fusion restaurant, Yuva.
Please note this is a ticketed event.
Sunday 5th is the ‘Big Lunch’ picnic, street party style from 12 noon
with music by band ‘Revival’. Bring your own food and wear a hat or
crown!
Other activities that day include a classic car show from 10am-4pm,
hosted by the Debden branch of RBL, family tennis from 11 am-12
noon, and a thanksgiving service by Revd J Saxon in the marquee at
2.30pm.
For info on all the above and ticket sales please visit: debden.org or
contact Debden Parish Council: E: agardner@debden.org
Press release: Saffron Walden Reporter
April Gardner - Debden Parish Council
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Jubilee events
Preparations for the Jubilee weekend events are coming together well. The
beacon has been built and will have been erected by the time you receive the
Pump. Tickets for the 1940s evening have gone on sale and over 100 tickets
have been sold to date (mid-May). A grant of £700 has been received from
UDC towards Jubilee event costs together with a donation from the Residents fund.
Pond update
A Lottery grant has been received to help with the pond. We will be seeking
quotes and advice to clear the invasive weed species and would welcome
any help and advice from local experts on pond life.
Defibrillator
The code for the defibrillator at the shop has been checked and tested and is
confirmed to be working.
Highways
Bolford Street (Debden to Thaxted through road) does not meet the criteria
for a speed limit, the number of houses over a set distance being the main
one. Highways have suggested the installation of "Debden Green" signs on
both Bolford street approaches to Debden Green crossroads and are investigating siting options. This is intended to signal to motorists that they are approaching a residential area. Applying for a Licence to have planters at the
bottom of the sign enforces this.
Another "Debden Green" sign is proposed just to the west of Telmara farm
but an additional determining factor is the official Debden Green boundary.
The PC are investigating and ask anyone who may have historical documentation to assist.
The Debden Green speed survey results have satisfied the initial criteria for
the introduction of a 30mph speed limit. A further speed survey, purely to
expand the data for the site, will be scheduled to be completed prior to the
school summer break. A question was raised about a 40mph buffer, but there
are insufficient houses for this.
20mph flashers in Debden
Funding was approved at the ECC March Local Highway Panel meeting. The
new signage will replace the two current, out of date "School" warning signs.
There is signage the same in Ashdon if residents wish to view.
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Smiths Green layby
UDC and ECC are in agreement about the works to be carried out and will
be conducting a joint site visit by the end of May to finalise who will be carrying out the works. A start date for works should follow shortly after.
Fox Crossroads, road paint refresh
Highways are chasing up with their line painting department and the works
should be carried out in the very near future.

Planning Applications
UTT/22/1148/DFO: Land Rear Of Debden Barns, Elder Street
Application validated: 25 April 2022
Proposal: Details following outline application UTT/20/0217/OP for 1 no.
dwelling and detached garage - details of appearance, landscaping, layout
and scale
No comment.

UTT/22/1033/HHF: Sibbards Farm, Debden Green CB11 3LX
Application validated: 25 April 2022
Proposal: Section 73A Retrospective application for a double garage
No comment.
UTT/22/1287/DFO: Recreation Ground, Mill Road, Debden
Application validated: 6 May 2022

Proposal: Details following outline application UTT/20/0795/OP for demolition of existing sports pavilion and erection of new sports pavilion - details of
appearance, landscaping and scale
No comment.
Decisions
UTT/22/0757OP: Wigmores Farm, Debden Green CB11 3LX
Application validated: 16 March 2022

Proposal: Outline planning permission with all matters reserved to erect
2no. detached dwellings, with associated private garden, car parking, and
landscaping - renewal of UTT/19/0245/OP
Decision: 6 May 2022: Approved with Conditions
Date for next Meeting: Wednesday 29th June at 8pm in the village hall.
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Funding awarded for Jubilee Projects in Debden
Debden Parish Council were delighted to hear that their application to the
National Lottery for their Queen’s Jubilee Pond Project was successful.
They have been granted £2345.
This grant will help towards costs to restore the village pond back to its natural habitat. It has become invested with two, species of invasive plants:
New Zealand pigmy weed - Crassula Helmsii, and Parrots feather Myriophyllum Aquaticum.
Both plants were commonly sold in garden centres 20 years ago but, are
now banned from sale. They are non-indigenous, and get into our waterways. Our pond is carpeted with Crassula Helmsii, which is suffocating the
native species.
The Queen's Jubilee year seems a fitting
opportunity to do this, as it's a time when
our community will come together as
local residents have recently expressed
concern about the pond.
We plan to buy a Princess Elizabeth Water Lilly (named after Queen
Elizabeth II) once work is complete, and
to update signage near the pond which
will refer to the year it was restored, the
water Lilly, and information on natural
wildlife.
The restoration and ongoing conservation of the pond will enhance the
centre of the village. It will become a lovely focal point, providing educational opportunities for the local school children and supporting local wildlife,
flora and fauna, ensuring its conservation for the future.
We expect the project to take 5 months to complete.
We would welcome any advice from experts on this matter, so please
contact the council if you can help: E: agardner@debden.org
UDC funding
We would also like to thank UDC for their funding towards our Jubilee
events to be held in the village over the four-day weekend. It will help to
support the cost of the Beacon Ceremony on 2nd June, disabled toilet hire,
equipment hire and free entertainment on Sunday 5th June.
April Gardner – Debden Parish Council

10

Debden Parish Pump

June 2022

11

Debden Parish Pump

June 2022

Debden Open Gardens
Friday 3rd June 2022

A huge thank you to the lovely gardeners who will be so kindly
opening their gardens for our delight and enjoyment on Friday
3rd June. A big thank you too to all those lovely people who are
baking cakes, donating plants for the Plant Sale and giving their
time to serve lunches, teas and sell plants. You are all stars!
These photos give a foretaste of some of the glories in store.
Tickets for the gardens with a map showing locations, will be on
sale at the Village Hall from 11am on the day. Come along and
enjoy it all.

Hilary Davey
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LOVELY VILLA TO LET
MENORCA
The villa is situated in the island's
attractive and peaceful natural park, 3kms from Es Grau, a
small fishing village with bars and restaurants and 6kms from
historic Mahon and its beautiful harbour.
The villa sleeps 6 people with one double bedroom and two
twin bedrooms, all en suite.
There is a swimming pool and barbecue area.
For further details please contact:

sally.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Providing clients with premium transport
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE STREET PARTY
SATURDAY 4th JUNE 2.30pm to 6.00pm
Please join the Debden Residents’ Community Group and Residents of Highfields for a
celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
We invite all residents of Debden and Debden Green to share this special occasion.
The street party will be held in Highfields, and it is just the occasion for everyone to come
together to have tea and cakes courtesy of the DRCG, but please feel free to bring your
own food and drink and enjoy an informal celebration in each other’s company.
For further details contact: - Gillian Tetlow – Secretary – Debden Residents’ Community
Group – email: gillianmtetlow@gmail.com – Tel: 01799 540786

The 1953 Coronation street party

Jubilee Quiz Answers
1. 52

11. Beefeater

2. 21

12. False

3. French

13. Zara Tindall

4. June

14. 21

5. Sandringham House

15. Edinburgh

6. Swan

16. True

7. 8

17. The Greatest Show on Earth

8. Mayfair

18. George IV

9. April 21st 1926

19. The Tower of London

10. Westminster Abbey

20. Corgis
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Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT

Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
“for your special occasion”

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete.

Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk
Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters
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Letters
Highfields Street Party
I am, apparently, co-hosting a Platinum Jubilee Street Party at Highfields on
Sat. 4th June, with all of Debden and Debden Green invited! So what is the
problem? I hear you ask.
I, along with several of my neighbours, had no idea this event was planned
until we read the advert in the May edition of the Parish Pump!

I love a Royal celebration and have helped organise street parties for previous Jubilees All my neighbours were consulted and their views respected.
I well remember, as an excited 6 year old, the splendour of the Coronation,
with around thirty family and friends squashed around a 12 inch black and
white TV.
The buffet too was fabulous and everyone provided something in spite of
food still being on ration as a hangover from WW 2. I, therefore, find it incredibly offensive that the organisers of the party - the unelected Debden
Residents Community Group - did not have the courtesy to ask all of the
Highfields residents for their views and ideas before proceeding with arrangements.
As a huge fan of HRH The Queen I am so looking forward to enjoying as
many of the Jubilee events arranged by the Parish Council as possible over
the extended jubilee weekend, especially as kitchen fitters will be ripping out
my kitchen! Having waited for Covid to abate to undertake this re-vamp, I
agreed months ago to the weekend of the 4/5th June for the fitter to start.
Not ideal over a jubilee weekend, but that date was the only option until Autumn - and of course I was not expecting to be co-host to all of Debden,
or suffer the inconvenience of my road being closed, (which they say was
granted) and having to relocate my car to the Pentecostal church on the
orders of the DRCG.
The road closure was applied for and supposedly granted prior to most residents being aware of the planned party, which breaches the guidelines of
the UDC Jubilee Party web page advice.
This states that all residents must be consulted and their views respected. Only the DRCG clique seem to have been aware of the proposed party.
It is arrogant in the extreme for the DRCG to take over Highfields for this
event in such a cavalier manner, by fait accompli and a large dollop of deceit.
Did the DRCG give any thought as to what the residents may have planned
regarding family get togethers, back garden parties, deliveries and kitchen
fitters? Obviously not.
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We are all expected to passively accept without consultation (a bit like the
poor Russians under Putin) what the DRCG deem appropriate to us minions.
Recent world events show clearly what people world wide, and Britain in
particular, think about being told what to do by unelected groups.
There are around 40 houses in Highfields and about 60 cars. The proposed
road closure will cause much inconvenience and disruption to most, including myself.
What particularly puzzles and angers me is why were so many Highfields
residents left out of the loop about the party? Was it plain bad manners, not
appreciating the effect on the residents? Or over enthusiasm to get a party
arranged? I rather feel it was more about getting one over on the Parish
Council as I understand the PC were also not in the loop.
I was told by a neighbour who delivered a hastily put together "apology"
from the DRCG that the advert for the event was not supposed to go into
the May edition of the Pump but was for the June edition as that would be
delivered to residents so near to the party that nothing could be done about
it. Last time I checked we still live in a democracy.
The stealth, deceit and breathtaking arrogance of the DRCG will not
encourage or engender community spirit, friendship or trust.
Her Majesty deserves better from this divisive group on her special anniversary.
Yours sincerely,
Penny Battye

22, Highfields
Dog Fouling
How distressing for us to return from a lovely few days away to be greeted
outside our back gate with 3 ENORMOUS dog poohs. How absolutely disgusting for any dog owner to leave this mess. We have photos and these
will probably not be added to my letter as anyone seeing them would be
horrified. Because of this we will not be cutting the grass along the back
footpath. If anyone knows who the culprit is or if your dog left this mess
then own up or let us know.
B Hudson
The White House
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market

one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc.!
burnhammarketcottages.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand
out, Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and
TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
Call Oliver and Max Campbell
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All steamed up and the fun of the fair
Carver Barracks was the new venue for the return of Crank Up after a twoyear break. Big crowds over two days watched parades of a huge number of
vintage vehicles, mainly steam-driven but also cars, motorbikes and tractors,
as well as other attractions including a carousel and fairground organ.
Debden Branch Royal British Legion was present along with the police and
fire and rescue.

Little and large. One of several scale model steam engines with the
fairground in the background. Below, the most recognisable steam engine,
the road roller. Others featured included ploughing engines, steam lorries
and wagons.
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Family fun aplenty with
this fire engine bell
proving irresistible
for one young visitor.

Photo: Andy Pearce

One of many replica
scale models which took
enthusiasts many
years to build

Debden Branch of the
Royal British Legion were
present in their drive for
recruiting new members and were delighted
to receive over £180.00 in
generous donations from
the visiting public. The
donations will go to the
Poppy Appeal.
MF
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News from Debden School
We are now well underway with the summer term and there is lots
going on across the school to report on.
There have been several exciting
curriculum enhancement trips that
have taken place over the past
few weeks. Our reception children
in Ducklings class visited Audley
End House & Gardens, where
they had a fantastic time riding
the steam train (twice!) and
searching for fairy-tale characters.
They also enjoyed exploring the
wildlife in the Nature Garden.
Meanwhile, the children in Years
1 and 2 explored Wicken Fen.
They were able to delve into the
world of the tiny creatures that
live in the nooks and crannies of
this beautiful nature spot, which
supplemented their ‘Living
Things and their Habitats’ learning in science.
The children in Year 3 and 4 have
been learning all about where their
food comes from as a part of an
enrichment day offered by Essex
Agricultural Society. The children
learnt all about how our food travels from ‘field to fork’ and enjoyed
some baking and planting. They
are now excited to watch our vegetables grow and to see which
sunflower grows the tallest!
Continued on next page
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Our Kingfishers, of course, have been hard at work – particularly
the year 6 children, who are in the final stages of their preparation
for the upcoming SATs assessments. However, they have lots of
engaging activities and events of their own to look forward to
throughout June and July including a residential in Norfolk for the
year 6’s!
Matt Hawley

Forget Me Not
@ The Touchpoint Cafe
Are you caring for or living with someone affected by Dementia / Alzheimer’s
or have you lost a loved one and would just like to chat?
In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon
at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AQ
Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companionship, support, activities, information, advice and of course refreshments. Anyone requiring more information should contact
Jennifer on 07900123917
or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com.

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
The Post Office is open from Monday to
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm
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Dear Friends
The month of June will start with us coming together to
celebrate 70 years of our Queen Elizabeth II’s reign. I
wonder if she had any idea what was before her as she
was crowned our monarch. There has been a tsunami
of change over these 70 years with transport, communication, and of course our internet and computer based
society almost beyond any semblance of similarity to
the start of her reign. Looking ahead to the next 70 years, there will inevitably be more change. I wonder what we all hope for.
Wellbeing is it seems to me the buzz word at the moment. We are being
encouraged to look after ourselves and to be kind to ourselves, especially
after these pandemic years. This is true of the church, too. Not only are we
being encouraged to support and care for those in need around us, we are
being encouraged to be kind to ourselves too. I am pleased to say clergy
wellbeing is on the current agenda with our bishops.
Chelmsford Diocese is looking to work with a charity called Kintsugi Hope.
Kintsugi is a Japanese art form that makes beauty out of broken crockery.
If we break something made of china, it is most probably discarded or if it is
very precious, it would be mended with superglue, trying to make it look like
new again. Kintsugi art would take the broken pieces and reconstruct them
again, joining the cracks with gold resin and glue. The result is something
of beauty and very different to the original. It is almost a celebration of its
brokenness.
The link this charity makes between this art and wellbeing is that, with life’s
twists and turns, we may become broken. It is not that we become as we
were before, but we become something better, perhaps with more beauty
and particularly more strength. It is an encouraging thought!
The Apostle Paul perhaps knew something of this. He said, ‘But we have
this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down,
but not destroyed.’
(2 Corinthians 4:7-9).
As we look to the future, whatever it brings, pray with me that we may look
after ourselves and each other, and when we are broken, that we may be
restored with a new beauty and strength.
Best wishes

Revd John Saxon
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THE FINAL
PROGRESSIVE BBQ!
Time to get ready for
the Final (we hope) Progressive BBQ on Saturday18th
June, 2022
For those new to the village
or have not attended our
progressive events before, the format will be as follows :
We all meet at The Plough at 4 pm. for a drink where you will discover who
your bbq comrades will be and, if not hosting, where you will be going to
eat. We will give out envelopes to the bbq hosts with details of the dessert locations that will not be opened until 7pm when everyone moves
around the village to enjoy desserts with new guests and a new host.
So timings are : 4pm at the Plough, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. for bbq plus
drinks / 7 p.m onwards for desserts plus drinks.
We need people to come forward to host either a bbq or dessert in their
garden for this event to make it go with a bang (not literally) and let us
know how many people they can accommodate. The cost will be £15 per
head and, as usual, we will reimburse the hosts expenses. Any money
remaining will be shared between a village project – suggestions welcome
– and the Ukraine appeal.
Those who have attended in the past will be receiving an email and application form in the next few weeks which will need to be returned by Friday
May 27th at the very latest. If you don’t receive it, or are a new participant
then please contact Margaret Hynes on 01799 540078 or email
jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk and we will be delighted to send you all the
relevant information and forms.
Heres’ hoping for a wonderful hot midsummer evening and seeing a lot of
new faces as well as old friends and neighbours.
Jane and Margaret
P.S. The final bbq will be followed by the usual Progressive Supper in
January 2023.
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church

Dear Friends,
This month we celebrate Her Majesty’s 70th year on the throne. How
splendid to be able to recognise her long service and dedicated reign.
We pray for her health and that she might be able to enjoy the special
celebrations.
70 years is a long time by anyone’s reckoning, in fact it was in a
psalm of Moses (Psalm 90) where the lifespan of 70 years first was
first mentioned. But 70 working years is quite another thing!
I dug back into our archives and found this photo of our congregation
in the Coronation Year of 1953, we still have 3 members in that picture. Paul Baker sitting to left, Hazel Rawlings centre wearing a

checked dress, and Miriam Graves at the front left. Our lives and
times are indeed in God’s hands.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden

Sunday
Sunday Evening
12th June
Wednesday

11.00 am Morning Worship
Service at 6.30pm. We are delighted to
have another visit from Peter Nodding
Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at
10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!

Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church

Coffee Morning
Coffee mornings every Wednesday from 10.30 to 12 noon.
Drop into the coffee morning for a
cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit and
a friendly chat with others from the
village.
Everyone is welcome, and it’s free!
Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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Annual Assembly
The Annual Assembly is a meeting for residents of the Parish and was very
well attended, with an excess of 50 people there making an enthusiastic
audience for the presentations. Attendees enjoyed the opportunity to chat to
each other and meet representatives from village clubs, such as tennis, football, tai chi and history recorders, as well as those from the Village Hall
Trust, the church and Friends of Debden School (FODS).
Steve Dale, Special Constable, talked about the role and powers of Special
Constables and their place in supporting the regular police force. The role is
voluntary but Steve made it sound extremely interesting in his informative,
but light-hearted presentation. I wonder if anyone might be tempted to join?
Petrina Lees, leader of UDC was also there, as was Martin Foley, ECC and
John Starr, UDC Community Development Officer for Young People. The
presence of these representatives appeared to be very welcome judging by
the number of people either talking to them or waiting to talk on topics such
as potholes, highway maintenance, planning, speeding and rural crime.
If you have any feedback on the evening, please let the Council know for
future planning.
C Diggins

Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a
professional service with a personal touch.
From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property.
Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk
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Events to look forward to in 2022!
June 2nd - 5th

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Thursday 2nd June Beacon lighting ceremony with food and refreshments. Evening 9pm
Friday 3rd June

Debden Open Gardens 11am - 5pm (see page 12)

Saturday 4th June

•

Activities on the recreation ground in the
afternoon, including crown making, vintage
teas, inflatables 1.30pm - 4.30pm

•

Street Party Highfields 2.30 pm - 6pm

•

Evening music and dance with 1940’s trio
Fox Wiggle and Sax - marquee 7.30pm

•

RBL classic vehicle show all day event
10am - 4pm

•

“Big Lunch”: Bring your own picnic. 12 noon
onwards

•

Music by Revival 12-2pm

•

Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving, St
Mary’s church 2.30pm

Sunday 5th June

Saturday 18th
June

Progressive BBQ The Plough. 4pm

Friday 1st July

DEBFEST Mini festival Fundraising event
Debden Primary Academy
4pm - 8.39pm

Saturday August
6th

Potato competition judging and results. The
Plough 7pm
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Coronation Day Parade 1953

Here is another photo from our archives of the 1953
Coronation day fancy dress parade in the village, taken on the
recreation ground with the school in the background.
Front row left to right:
Roger Boatman, Fred Dare (cowboys), Mick Griffin (teapot),
Ronnie Gilder (Dutchman), Julie Clark and Jeannie Brown
(Bisto kids).
MF anyone name the little boy in the top hat?
Can

Editor
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CONTACT NUMBERS
Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Doctors

Airport Noise Complaints 0800 243788
Debden Clubs

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801
www.debdentennis.co.uk
Table tennis (Sue Wolff) S/W 543679
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Grahams School of Dance
01279 654423
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

County Councillor Martin Foley …

Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street….01799 528555

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265
John Saxon 01799 541619
Nina Manser 01799 541863
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30)
Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire 01799 543048

email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

District Councillor

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Parish Church

Footpaths

email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Acting clerk, Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbourhood plan)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch, Pavilion, Finance)
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866
captainluck@hotmail.com
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