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Bags to School collection - page 21 

The FREE Jubilee Walden Walk - page 34 
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Debden Brownies plant a tree to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

The Parish Pump is printed by Copycats                                              

 "Providing Vocational Opportunities to Adults 
 with Learning Difficulties" 
 
For printing needs call Janice Harding.            

Call 01799 522145 to obtain a quote. 
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ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

Parish Council news 4-6 Church Letter 26 

District Councillor 8-9 Pentecostal news 30 - 31 

Open Gardens 12 New editors required! 36 

Jubilee Street Party 20 Forthcoming Events 39 

 

From the Editor 

For the front page this month I have selected the photograph of the Brown-
ies planting a Crab Apple tree on the recreation ground  in celebration of 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Hopefully in years to come, as they all grow, 
they will be able to look back on their time spent on such a worthwhile task 
and remember the picture being taken, and who was in it, just as we have 
been remembering past village events through photographs in the last few 
editions. And of course, the tree too will be flourishing and growing for eve-
ryone to see. Maybe a story to pass to their children?! 

One other very impressive event taking place this month is the construction 
of a beacon to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The story of it’s con-
struction appears on pages 23 and 24. Robert Cooper has done a sterling 
job in creating this seemingly very substantial structure, which has to com-
ply with a very precise design, so that it is the same as all the others which 
will stretch across the countryside. This again will be erected on the recrea-
tion ground as a permanent reminder of the occasion. 

As we talk of time passing and memories made, suddenly almost three 
years has passed since Kathy and I “volunteered” to be the new editors of 
your magazine. The time has gone quickly and it has been a total privilege 
to have been able to be part of it, and to be honest was the very last thing I 
thought I would ever want to do! However, I have enjoyed the challenge of  
trying to produce  informative and interesting content each time. Of course, 
as with everything, we have had our critics and the accusation that the 
magazine is “boring”. But all I can say is that we have done our best, and it 
is because we need to ring the changes that the editorial policy is for the 
editors each to do a three year tenure, before passing the job on to a new 
volunteer to take forward with their own individual style. There is an advert 
on page 36 with full details and all I can say is that I recommend the job 
wholeheartedly, and you never know what you might learn! For younger 
volunteers, (which would be great, and could give things a whole new per-
spective!) the IT should be a piece of cake for you, and it would look very 
good on a CV! 

Marion 
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Parish Council News 

 

 

 
 

Queen’s Platinum Celebrations 
Thursday 2

nd
 June  

The beacon is being built by a resident volunteer and with all materials kind-
ly donated by J Brock & Sons. A plaque will be made for the beacon to 
acknowledge their support. 

Friday June 3rd  

Open Gardens event – see separate information on page 12 
 
Saturday 4

th
 June 

 
During the afternoon there will be activities for children on the recreation 
ground, organised by Friends of Debden School (FODS). 

A joint venture between FODS and the Parish Council will provide a mug for 
every child in Debden/ Debden Green. FODS are also organising a competi-
tion to design the mugs. 

Evening event: This event has to be ticketed in order to control numbers 
and to ensure the food order matches the tickets sold. Tickets will be £10 
each with villagers getting first refusal. The ticket price will include food by 
Yuva and musical entertainment by 1940s trio Fox, Wiggle and Sass. Drinks 
will be available from the Giddy Up bar (not included in ticket price). 

Sunday 5
th

 June 
The Royal British Legion, Debden Branch will organise a vintage car show 
on the recreation ground. Revival will play for 2 hours at the event which will 
include the Big Picnic (food brought by picnickers for their own consump-
tion). John Saxon will conduct a service of thanksgiving during the after-
noon.  
 

Other Matters 
 
The Brownies have planted a crab apple tree on the recreation ground for 
the Queen’s Canopy. A plaque has been ordered for the tree. 
 
Highways  
 
Councillors attended the Local Councils Liaison Forum which focussed on 
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highways matters. It highlighted, amongst other issues, the theft of manhole 
covers and the cumbersome process to identify their loss and arrange re-
placement.  
 
Essex Highways has been approached with a number of requests. At the 
present time the extension of the 30mph speed limit to Fox crossroads, the 
introduction of a 20mph speed limit through the village and a traffic calming 
system for Thaxted Road have not been authorised. However Highways 
have agreed to install a ‘20 when lights flash’ in the vicinity of the school and 
to look at the size, frequency and visibility of repeater signage. A more ex-
tensive report from the forum is available on the PC website.  
 
Defibrillator at Debden Green 
 
A donation towards the purchase of a defibrillator at Debden Green has 
been gratefully received from Bridgefoot Gospel Hall Trust. The site, cost of 
installation and running the defibrillator has also kindly been covered by a 
separate donation from a resident.  
The case on the Defibrillator on the shop is cracked and needs to be re-
placed. An order for these items will soon be placed.   

Arrangements for Annual Assembly  
 
The Annual Assembly (aka the Annual Parish Meeting) will be held on 11

th
 

May 2022 at 8pm. It will include a presentation from a Special Constable 
and plans for the new village hall and pavilion. Cllr Gardner and Cllr Luck 
will be inviting local groups and representatives to attend the meeting to help 
both existing, and new residents gain a better understanding of what is hap-
pening in the village and what opportunities there are.   
 
Parish Council AGM 
 
The PC AGM will take place at 7pm on May 11

th
 (prior to the Annual Assem-

bly) 
 
Flooding 
 
Cllr Lindsell has cleared the blocked drain near the entrance to Debden 
Manor. The PC, District Councillor and Essex County Councillor continue to 
press for rectification of the recurring flooding issue at the bottom of Deynes 
Road and High Street to be prioritised by ECC Highways. 
 
Allotments 
 
Cllr O’ Brien attended a forum on 28

th
 March run by the National Allotments 

Association. A full report will be made available once received.  

Invoices will be issued to all allotment holders during April. No increase in 
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charges was deemed necessary this year. 

Phone Box repair 
 
The door to the phone box in Thaxted Road needs repairing or replacing. 
The current wooden surround is too rotten to be repaired and a whole new 
door would cost over £1000, but it is possible to buy a new surround and refit 
the existing glass. Council to agree purchase of a new surround at the next 
meeting.   
 
Personnel Matters  
 
At the April meeting, the Chairman advised that Mrs C Griffin ceased to be 
employed by Debden Parish Council with effect from 14

th
 December 2021. 

Arrangements are underway to advertise and select a replacement clerk.  
 
Planning  

• Cllr O’Brien reported one new application, UTT/0757/OP Wigmore’s 
farm: two detached dwellings. Whereas, a previous application had 
been refused, these two plots are still being considered.  

• An application for a grain store at Wieldbarn’s farm is an agricultural 
building on a private development which has specific planning rights.  

• A yew tree at 6, The Close, Debden may have its lower branches 
trimmed. 

• An appeal has been received against refusal for two dwellings and a 
garage at Henham Farm. The Parish Council has no further comments 
to add to those sent regarding the original application. 

Decisions: 

• Roother’s Farm, Debden Green refused development on a small plot, 
on the basis of urbanisation.  

Cllr O’Brien recently attended a UDC Planning Forum and commented that 
the decisions made by UDC have been upheld by the planning inspectorate 
which was appointed, as a result of UDC Planning going into ‘special 
measures’ regarding concerns about the quality of its decisions. It was noted 
that the special measures designation referred only to 14 cases between 
2018 and 2020.Some parish councils have complained about the very short 
timescales they have to respond to planning applications, often caused by 
the fact that they only meet once a month. Debden PC has made arrange-
ments to be able to consider applications prior to a deadline.  

 
Date for next Meeting: 
 
Wednesday 27

th
 April at 8pm in the village hall. 
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Debden Local History Recorders Group 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

<> 

Saturday 14th May 2022 

<> 

Debden Village Halll 

3.00 pm  

FREE ADMISSION 

Everyone welcome  to celebrate  

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 with a celebratory cake and a cup of tea 

Exhibition of old photographs and                                                             

showing of films of past events in the village              

 

 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend 
 
Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving 
 
Sunday afternoon 5thJune, 2022 
 
A final get together at 2.30pm to com-
plete our community celebrations 
marking  this special event. 
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District Councillor’s Report  May 2022. 

 

I must admit that it is  a difficult time for all of us in Debden at the moment 
because there has been a lot going on over the last year. Not all of it 
good, constructive or in the spirit that a community should be working 
with.  

If you have attended Parish Council meetings you will have heard me 
speak in support of the way the Parish Council have managed themselves 
and put in place procedures, and tried to keep to them. I still hold that 
view but am also critical when I think its appropriate. 

 I commented in my last report to this magazine that those who sought to 
disrupt meetings would not be tolerated. That also applies to the silly 
newspaper articles that the Walden Local publish about Debden, but fail 
to allow a right of reply. 

Sometimes I wonder if my efforts to help and give advice are worthwhile! 
This was a comment I received some months ago.  

“Stewart, sorry, but it would not be appropriate for you to meet the NVHG 
in your capacity as DC. From the last meeting you attended, it is obvious 
your views about the village hall are at variance with the collective view of 
the NVHG. If you recall, we also asked you, please, not to get involved in 
the matter of the hall, which is outside your remit. This project is the sole 
responsibility of the PC, the VHT and the NVHG”. 

So we are where we are, and I am still as keen as ever to have things 
done properly, while admitting that I am not perfect and others could do a 
better job if they realised that help is required. 

The Parish Council are operating without a Clerk at the moment and our 
Vice Chairman is dealing with the essential duties of the Clerk, unpaid. 
That is a requirement, and legal in the circumstances. The workload is 
high,  so cut her some slack. Likewise, the Chairman and others on the 
PC, including myself, are working hard to keep the organisation running 
properly. 

The rules Governing the Council are reviewed every year and these spe-
cific rules can be found on the Debden PC Website. Hard copy “Model 
rules” are also available to compare from the ELAC office in Gt Dunmow. 
You will be able to read in both documents that there are two annual 
meetings which I will now enlighten you about. 
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1: THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

This is where the elected PC members elect a Chairman and other officers 
and appoint committee members if appropriate for the coming year. Remem-
ber this is a meeting of the Council! 

2: THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING is NOT a Parish council meeting. 

It is a meeting of the local electors which must take place between 1
st
 March 

and 1
st
 June.  

Electors (that’s all of us Residents) can contribute to the agenda and in prac-
tice these meetings can celebrate local activities and debate current issues 
in the community. The PC Chairman if present, will chair the meeting.  

It is best practice to hold the Annual Council meeting and the Annual Parish 
Meeting on different occasions to avoid confusion. 

Over the past few months, as a PC member and DC member, I have tried to 
lobby the PC to make these meetings more meaningful. The rules are clear, 
as are the objectives.  

It would seem that my representations have not been any good.  The oppor-
tunity to follow guidelines has not happened. Fair dues, I am one of seven 
Cllrs on the PC and have been outvoted on this occasion,but can you see a 
pattern forming? 

So for your information, this year both meetings, as I understand it, will take 
place on Wednesday 11th May. One is at 7pm and the  other is at 8pm. 

 I look forward to seeing you at both meetings and hearing your views about 
living in Debden. Let’s  come together to celebrate Free Speech, Democra-
cy, Tolerance, Understanding and have FUN together. 

 I and the PC have good news about Green Lanes, Solar Panels, policing, 
and the Queens Platinum Jubilee. I hope that lights your fire! 

Stewart Luck 

07974188395 

Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 

Ps The Westminster Government have rules as well hold them to abide by 
them! 

(Please see more about the Annual Assembly on pages 5 and 11 Ed) 

 

 

mailto:Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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CYCLING 100 MILES FOR ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY 

 

On Sunday 29 May you 
may be inconvenienced 
by closed roads in South 
Essex. Some 25,000 
cyclists will be participat-
ing in Ride London. The 
100 mile route starts on 
the Embankment, pass-
es through Epping For-
est and Ongar to Dun-
mow and returns to Lon-
don, via Chelmsford, 
Ongar and Chigwell to 
finish on Tower Bridge. I 
intend to be one of the 
cyclists. 

At the age of 82 it will be 
something of a challenge 
to complete the route in 
less than 8.5 hours. This 
means I have to ride at 
an average of 12 miles 
per hour, including any 
time I take out for re-
freshments. Much will 
depend on the weather.  

A wet or more significantly a windy day will be tough, particularly if the wind is 
against me on the way back into London. Fortunately my son Edward will be 
joining me for the ride. I have not ridden a 100 miles in a day for some years! 

I shall be raising funds for the Alzheimer’s Society. We have many friends 
and a family member who suffer from dementia. The Alzheimer’s Society pro-
vides support to sufferers and their families as well as funding research. I 
realise there are many important causes to support at this time but if you 
would like to make a gift, please go to www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
ridelondon-tonyvernon Anything you give will be much appreciated.  

Tony Vernon 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ridelondon-tonyvernon
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ridelondon-tonyvernon
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 Annual Parish Meeting, 
Wednesday  11

th
 May 8pm, 

Debden Village Hall 

Better Together… 

The Annual Assembly is a meeting for all those who live in and around 
thevillages of Debden and Debden Green. It offers a chance to meet with 
people, chatabout your community and air your views on things which inter-
est you. You may have some concerns or wish to say what makes you hap-
py that you live in the area. 

It is not a Parish Council meeting; it is a meeting of the community within 
the parish of Debden, hosted and facilitated by the Council, and a chance 
for the community to make their views known to the council. 

The Annual Parish meeting provides an opportunity for us to show what has 
been happening for the past year -  from April 1

st
 to March 31

st
, together 

with the council’s plans for the year to come.  There will be a chance to 
meet, mingle, look at what is going on in the village in terms of clubs, or 
groups you might like to join, talk to each other and air your views. There 
will be refreshments during the evening. 

If you would like to represent a group or club on the evening, share some 
skills to benefit the local area, or raise a topic of interest, please contact us. 
(Councillor contact details are in the back of this issue). 

This year we plan to include a short talk from a Special Constable with a 
view to exploring the potential for some additional/occasional police support 
in Debden. 

We have seen a substantial increase in rural crime over the past 2 years, 
such as hare coursing, agricultural theft, trespass etc,. which impacts farm-
ers and landowners. How do you feel about rural crime? 

What do you think about other issues in the village such as facilities and 
entertainment for children, support for the elderly, or less able?  Are we, 
collectively doing enough to make the village a pleasant place to live? Do 
you have some ideas or can offer help on how to improve our community? 

The village hall project has suffered a huge blow with the loss of the AFCFT 
grant but Debden still needs a new hall and the Parish Council will continue 
to support the project to deliver one. The approved plans of the village hall 
project, agreed between the VHT, DRG and DPC with UDC planning per-
mission, and the pavilion plans agreed by DRG with a planning application 
to be made imminently to UDC, will be displayed, for you to view. (continued 
overleaf) 
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DEBDEN OPEN GARDENS – Friday 3rd June 2022 

 

 
 

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in the 
summer, we are planning to have Open Gardens in Debden 
on Friday 3rd June 2022 from 11am – 5pm. Gorgeous 
gardens to visit and enjoy around the village. Lunches, Teas, 
Plant Sales & Live Music at the Church. Tickets on sale at 
the Village Hall – Adults £5, accompanying children under 
16 free. A wonderful day for all the family! 
 
In aid of Debden Church and Ukrainian Refugees.  
If you’d be happy to help in any way we’d love to hear from 
you! 
 

Tony Vernon: tonywvernon@btinternet.com; 01371 830801 
& 

Hilary Davey: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com; 01799 542717 

We would like to see as many of you as possible at this annual event.  

The importance of a strong community has been brought very sharply into 
focus of late and we recognise just how much we all have to be thankful 
for.  

 Please come along if you can and talk to us and to each other, so we can 
work towards being ‘better together’. 

 

Steph Watson – Chair, Debden Parish Council 

mailto:tonywvernon@btinternet.com
mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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LOVELY VILLA TO LET 

MENORCA 

The villa is situated in the island's 
attractive and peaceful natural park, 3kms from Es Grau, a 

small fishing village with bars and restaurants and 6kms from 
historic Mahon and its beautiful harbour. 

The villa sleeps 6 people with one double bedroom and two 
twin bedrooms, all en suite. 

There is a swimming pool and barbecue area. 

For further details please contact: 

sally.arkwright@jarkwright.co.uk 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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Litter Pick a success in Debden  

Green 

Thank you to the residents of Debden and Debden Green who came to the 
Litter pick on March 26th, as part of the Keep Britain Tidy Spring Campaign. 
Not all of them appear in the photo, and there were 10 of us in total. 

At first glance the area didn’t look too bad, but we filled 19 bags, found vari-
ous car parts, five large plastic containers and a plastic drainage pipe, on the 
verges and in the ditches in the area, in just 1.5 hours.  

District Councillor Luck filled four bags from Fox Crossroads up to the Gate 
House on the Newport Road the day before. 

UDC collected the rubbish from the triangle at Debden Green later that 
week. 

If you would like to borrow a pick and some UDC bags, please get in touch. 

E: agardner@debden.org    www.facebook.com/debdenpc 

www.keepbritaintidy.org 

 

From left to right: 

April Gardner 

Asa Clark 

Jim Watson 

Tom Magness 

Jeanette O’Brien 

Stephanie Watson 

mailto:agardner@debden.org
http://www.facebook.com/debdenpc
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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Dear Editors, 

As an old Debdener and my family were bought up in this village, I am hor-
rified to hear that the village hall re-build has been put off yet again and 
funding has been lost. 

My father, Alf Chrystal, was collecting money for this when I was a teenag-
er (a long time ago now) and it seem to me that this re-build is long over-
due. Over many years many people have given time and effort to try to 
achieve a New village hall 

I am not aware of the village politics involved in this terrible decision but 
there has always been politics in the village.  

This village hall was built following the First World War as a Memorial Hall. 
When I was a pupil at the Debden Primary School the hall was used by the 
school for its plays and other activities and was a real asset to the village. 
Over time the hall has been extended but sadly has past its use by date. 

I keep in touch with many of my cousins and friends who still reside in the 
village so I try to keep in touch with what is going on currently. 

I hope. that those selfish people who have opposed this project will hang 
their heads in shame. 

I also hope that this much needed project will come to fruition soon. 

Yours sincerely 

 Ray Chrystal 

 

Letters 

 
 
Dear Editors 
 
Regarding the Debden football team in last month's edition,  
 
I think the two gentlemen at either end were not officials but on the left 
hand side was Mr Harry Joiner who worked at the barracks (RAF at the 
time) and lodged withe the Martin family at Smiths Green. 
 
Whilst on the right side was ,I believe, Mr Joe Mander who was possibly 
the kitman/groundsman. 
 
Best regards 
Alan Hynes 
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Would you believe it? Too cold for wild water swimming 
debut! 

A crowd gathers at the official opening of Debden’s wild water swimming 
club. As we reported in the April edition, newly-formed Debden Dolphins, 
who came up with the idea of a better use for the village pond, say safety is 
a top priority.  

A volunteer lifeguard is pictured demonstrating a rescue with a ‘swim-
scoop’ provided by Essex Health and Safety Executive. Said membership 
secretary Walter Wings, “We were surprised at the level of interest.” Unfor-
tunately, Kate Humble was not available to perform the opening ceremony, 
so club commodore Bee Keeney did the honours on a chilly Friday April 1

st
. 

She said, “It was a bit too cold even for us wild water swimming enthusi-
asts, but a good laugh none the less.” 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc! 

burnhammarketcottages.co.uk 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 
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THE QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE STREET PARTY 

SATURDAY 4
th

 JUNE 2.30pm to 6.00pm 

Please join the Debden Residents’ Community Group and the Residents of 
Highfields for a celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

 We invite all residents of Debden and Debden Green to share this special 
occasion. 

The street party will be held in Highfields, and it is just the occasion for eve-
ryone to come together to have tea and cakes courtesy of the DRCG, but 
please feel free to bring your own food and drink and enjoy an informal cel-
ebration in each other’s company. 

For further details contact: - Gillian Tetlow – Secretary – Debden Resi-
dents’ Community Group – email: gillianmtetlow@gmail.com – Tel: 01799 
540786 

The 1953 Coronation Debden street party 

 

Debden Primary Academy is organising another 
fundraising Bag2School textiles collection on Friday 
27th May. Have a sort through your cupboards and 
wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles including 
adults’ and children’s clothes, shoes (tied together 
please), hats, belts, handbags, soft toys, curtains 

and towels (please refer to https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect for a 
full list). Bags can be dropped off outside the front of the school under 
the red gazebo from Thursday 26th May and need to be there by 9am 
on the day of the collection. 

 Thank you for your support. 

mailto:gillianmtetlow@gmail.com
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect?fbclid=IwAR0X85kqrrkSWM1z1UgpPBFuF2jwLI9Ek3kVY54CQzU-xRJDgATsso-V0-w


Debden Parish Pump                                                                                               May 2022 

22 

 

At the beginning of the year 
Debden Brownies decided 
that they would like to take 
part in The Queens Green 
Canopy, a tree planting 
initiative created to cele-
brate the Queens Platinum 
Jubilee. After deciding on a 
plan of action they started 
by writing to the Parish 
Council seeking their per-
mission to plant a tree in 
Debden.  

They were very pleased 
when they heard that the 

Parish Council were delighted with the idea. After a meeting it was thought 
that the best place to position the tree was on the recreation ground. The 
Brownies had fun envisaging a tree on the site! 

As part of the project some of the Brownies undertook research into finding a 
suitable tree. A Crab Apple was the most popular choice. It is a native spe-
cies and of great value to wildlife 

Next came fundraising! A cake stall 
outside the Village Hall was sug-
gested and met with everyone’s 
approval. We were invited to have 
the stall at the same time as The 
Village Hall & Recreation Ground 
Centenary celebrations on the 19th 
March. Thankyou to everyone who 
baked for and supported us. We 
raised the amazing sum of £222. 

A big thankyou must also go to 
Theo Bozzi-Catlin who helped us 
to plant the Crab Apple tree at the 
last meeting of term. The Brownies 
are looking forward to adding a 
plaque and keeping the tree wa-
tered and cared for. 

 

                   What a busy term! WELL DONE BROWNIES! 

Photo above of Theo with Brownies 

Debden Brownies 
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          Photo: Andy Pearce 

 Debden’s Jubilee Beacon follows a  

historic tradition 

When Debden’s beacon is lit at 9.45pm on 2
nd

 June 
2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, it will join 
2,022 other beacons across the United Kingdom and 
in more than 60 Commonwealth countries and territo-
ries. 

Lighting the beacon will signal the start of 
three days of celebrations across the world 
to mark the Queen’s 70

th
 year as Monarch 

and Head of the Commonwealth. Events 
will include performances by pipe and drum 
bands, a Song for the Commonwealth per-
formed by choirs across the world, a procla-
mation by town criers and Pearly Kings and 
Queens, a beacon trail of places of interest 
in communities, and baking of Jubilee Bea-
con Tarts. All details of the jubilee celebra-
tions (including the tart recipe!) at: 
queensjubileebeacons.com 

There is a long and unbroken tradition of celebrating royal jubilees, wed-
dings and coronations with the lighting of beacons on mountains, castle 
battlements, cliff tops and village greens. In 1897 beacons were lit to mark 
Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee and in 1977, 2002 and 2012 the tradition 
was repeated for our Queen’s silver, golden and diamond jubilees and in 
2016 for her 90

th
 birthday. Beacons can be made with bonfires, in the form 

of straw statues or made from steel and fired by logs or gas. 

Debden’s beacon will be the traditional steel brazier built, as is customary, 
by local craftsmen.  The beacon was commis-
sioned by Debden Parish Council along with a 
full programme of village events (see page xx). 
And it was no mean task! Overseen by Cllr Clive 
Bunting, the steel components were generously 
donated by Phillip Brock, director of J. Brock & 
Sons, agricultural machinery specialists at Cut-
lers Green. Weighing nearly a ¼ tonne, the steel 
components were transported to the garage of 
Robert Cooper at his home in Thaxted Road, 
where he set about the construction. 

Made to the official Jubilee website design, the 
beacon comprises a 3ft diameter heavy metal 
base, topped by 12 vertical bars of 60 x 5mm 
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 steel and 3 steel bands. Robert had to bend the uprights to provide the 
‘mouth’ of the basket and weld more than 100 joints to hold the structure 
securely together. Clive Bunting will transport the brazier by fork-lift truck to 
the recreation ground where it will be mounted using a ‘cherry picker’ on to 
a 20ft steel box post sunk 6ft into the ground. It will be fired with branches 
and huge logs. 

Robert and his wife Ann lived at Lovecoats Farm, Chickney, for more than 
50 years before moving to Debden. Robert taught himself to weld, a skill 
that came in useful in his farming days and with his love of machinery - he 
is a vintage tractor enthusiast and restored a horse-drawn plough that 
adorns the fence of his garden that also features an array of metal artwork 
and wind machines. 

Debden Parish Council were delighted to hear that J. Brock & Sons offered 
to supply the steel and cut the materials to the required pattern for Robert 
to assemble. A commemorative plaque will be mounted on the side of the 
beacon to mark the occasion. 

“The beacon is a gift to the village to celebrate a significant moment in 
history. It will be used for future events and celebrations for many 
years to come. So on behalf of the council and the people of the vil-
lage, we thank J Brock & Sons and Robert for donating materials, time 
and skill to make it possible” 

 Debden Parish Council. 
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES 

The Post Office is open from Monday to  
Thursday between 08.00 and 12.30pm  

 

 

Forget Me Not  

@ The Touchpoint 
Cafe 

Are you caring for or living with 
someone affected by Dementia / Alzheimer’s or have you lost a loved 

one and would just like to chat? 

 In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden 
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon 

at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AQ 

      Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companion-
ship, support, activities, information, advice and of course refresh-

ments. Anyone requiring more information should contact  
Jennifer on 07900123917  

or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com. 

 

Debden Village Hall Trust 
 

The Trustees of the Debden Village Hall Trust are looking for 
potential new Trustees, especially those with the following 
skills: secretarial, finance and project management. 
We would also love to hear from the younger generation as 
they will inherit the village hall in the future. 
 
Richard P Cawte 
Chairman, Debden Village Hall Trust     01799 543 048 
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Dear Friends 

As you read this, we will have just celebrated Easter re-calling 
the great service Jesus did for humankind in his suffering, 
death and resurrection, which is the Easter Story.  Early next 
month, we will be celebrating again, this time marking the 
service of our Queen, her majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  She is 
currently the longest reigning British monarch and the fourth 
longest reigning monarch of any nation.  If you are old enough, I wonder what tales 
you may have of her Coronation Day on 2 June 1953 and if you are too young, I 
wonder if you can imagine crowding around a small black and white television to 
catch a glimpse of the ceremony in someone’s front room! 

From those early days of her ascension to the throne it was clear her intention was 
to serve the Country and Commonwealth and to do her duty.  It has been a repeat-
ing theme in her many speeches, particularly of late, and of course shown in her 
actions and her loyalty throughout her 70 years as Queen. ‘Service’ and ‘Duty’ are 
not necessarily popular words in modern day society.  I think if we are honest, many 
of the values of today’s society are driven by ‘self-interest’, ‘freedom of choice’ and 
by being ‘non-committal’.   If you doubt this, ask any organisation that relies on vol-
unteers; they are becoming increasingly rare.  Event organisers live on adrenalin 
because ticket sales are often last minute and how many of us decide late about 
invitations to events, just in case something else more important or better comes 
up. 

Of course, this is a generalisation and there are many fine examples other than the 
Queen of loyalty, service and duty.  It is also tucked away in the Easter story and 
not necessarily well-known.   Jesus showed his disciples and us that we should be 
servants of all.  At the Last Supper, he performed the act of a servant and washed 
his disciples’ feet, a lowly menial task needed in the days of dusty streets and san-
daled feet.  After he had done this, he said to his disciples, ‘I have set you an exam-
ple, that you also should do as I have done to you.’ (John 13 v15).  Elsewhere Je-
sus’ teaching emphasised ‘servant leadership’.  For example, when two disciples 
were arguing about who was the greatest, Jesus said, ‘Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.’ (Mark 9 v35) 

Whatever you do, I hope you enjoy the celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubi-
lee Weekend.  I would like to say thank you to those who have organised these 
events for the community to enjoy, particularly those involved with the Open Gar-
dens supporting the church!  

At the end of our celebrations, I invite you all to join in a short time of Reflection and 
Thanksgiving on the Recreation Ground for the Queen and her many years of ser-
vice and duty.  Her Majesty has seen great changes in her lifetime but has re-
mained steadfast, loyal and committed to her country and peoples.  May we all, 
each in our own way, also serve one another which such care and devotion. 

Best wishes 

Revd John Saxon 
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THE FINAL 

PROGRESSIVE BBQ! 
 

 
Time to get ready for 
the Final (we hope) Progres-
sive BBQ on Saturday18th 
June, 2022 
 
For those new to the village 
or have not attended our 
progressive events before,  the format will be as follows : 
 
We all meet at The Plough at 4 pm. for a drink where you will discover who 
your bbq comrades will be and, if not hosting, where you will be going to 
eat.   We will give out envelopes to the bbq hosts with details of the des-
sert locations that will not be opened until 7pm when everyone moves 
around the village to enjoy desserts with new guests and a new host. 
So timings are : 4pm at the Plough, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. for bbq plus 
drinks / 7 p.m onwards for deserts plus drinks. 
 
We need people to come forward to host either a bbq or dessert in their 
gardenfor this event to make it go with a bang (not literally) and let us know 
how many people they can accommodate. The cost will be £15 per head 
and, as usual, we will reimburse the hosts expenses.  Any money remain-
ing will be shared between a village project – suggestions welcome – and 
the Ukraine appeal.    
 
Those who have attended in the past will be receiving an email and appli-
cation form in the next few weeks which will need to be returned by Friday 
May 27th at the very latest.  If you don’t receive it, or are a new participant 
then please contact Margaret Hynes on 01799 540078 or email 
jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk and we will be delighted to send you all the 
relevant information and forms.  
  
Heres’ hoping for a wonderful hot midsummer evening and seeing a lot of 
new faces as well as old friends and neighbours. 
 
Jane and Margaret 
 
P.S.  The final bbq will be followed by the usual Progressive Supper in 
January 2023. 
 
 
 

mailto:jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

There were a number that dropped in to the first of the new Coffee 
Mornings which was really encouraging.  Please do visit, even if 
you’ve never been before, and you’ll be given a friendly welcome.  
With even better weather coming in May(?) take a stroll down on a 
Wednesday morning and see who you may meet. 

Have you been scammed?  The firm I work for has just been training 
all its employees to be on extra high alert against the risks.  Just one 
unguarded click on a suspect link can cause mayhem. Probably all of 
us are subject to unwanted phone calls or emails, attempting to con-
vince us to part with money or give private information.  Deceit is rife 
in the world and sadly many suffer when tempting offers or supposed 
charitable causes turn out to be phoney. 

Back in garden of Eden, Adam and Eve succumbed to the biggest 
scam ever. The devil, masquerading as a snake, enticed them with a 
deceptive offer to disobey God’s one simple instruction.  Falling for 
this scam resulted in their banishment from the garden and eventual 
death.  

Jesus said “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  These words are not 
a scam and Jesus backed them up with his own life.  We need to be 
careful to not fall for any scams, wherever they come from. 

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale                                                                                                                   
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 

10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!          

Special note  Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church 

 

 

Coffee Morning 
 

Coffee mornings every Wednesday from 10.30 
to 12 noon. 

 

Drop into the coffee morning for a cup of 
coffee (or tea), a biscuit  and a friendly chat 
with others from the village. 

 

 

                              Everyone is welcome, and it’s free! 
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THE JUBILEE WALDEN WALK 

 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
 

starting from The Common at 10.30am 
 
 

A 5k discovery of Walden’s hidden secrets including stunning 
gardens and countryside with many fun-filled attraction on The 

Common for family and friends 

Join us for this free Jubilee celebration event 

Attractions on The Common include: 
 

*Classic MG Cars  *Buffy Playbus  *Hot Dog Stall  *Live Music 
*Soft Drinks  *Flight simulator 

 
All proceeds to local Rotary charities to support 

Saffron Walden Young Carers 

And the Mayor’s Charities 

(Uttlesford Food Bank, Opendoor Counselling Service and Uttlesford 
Children’s Clothing Bank) 

Register on the day – entry is free. 

All entrants who complete the walk will receive a commemorative Jubi-
lee Walden Walk medal. 

Take part in the Quiz to discover the town’s hidden secrets. All chil-
dren who complete the Quiz will receive a gift. Adults who complete 

the Quiz will be entered in a draw, 

To donate to our charities go to:  http://justgiving.com/campaign/
waldenwalk 

 

http://justgiving.com/campaign/waldenwalk
http://justgiving.com/campaign/waldenwalk
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Too good to resist! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine and the smell of roast pork drifting over garden fences in Thaxted 
Road proved irresistible over the Easter week-end when Gordon Bell invited 
friends and neighbours to a magnificent hog roast. Gordon, who retires 

shortly as a Captain in the Royal Engineers based at Carver Barracks after 
a career as a bomb disposal specialist, recently launched LJB Events which 
offers hog roasts and hires out bouncy castles.  Neighbours are pictured 

enjoying a drink before tucking into new recipe pork baps. 
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a 
professional service with a personal touch. 

From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether 
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property. 

Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600 

 

NEW EDITORS REQUIRED FOR THE PARISH PUMP! 

Suddenly three years have passed and it is time for Kathy and 
myself to hand on the editorship of your magazine to two new 

editors who can bring their own approach and style to it. 

As ever, one volunteer is worth 10 pressed persons, so if you 
feel that it is a challenge you might like to take on  please con-

tact us and we can explain how it all works? 

The magazine is created in Publisher on its’ own dedicated lap-
top. Experience of Publisher is an advantage but not absolutely 
necessary as it is easy to pick up. You will also be supported by 

a dedicated committee to help at each stage.  

If you are interested, please contact: 

editors@theparishpump.org and we would be pleased to answer 
any questions. 

Marion and Kathy 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Wednesday 11th 
May   

PC AGM 7pm and Annual village Assembly. 8pm 
Village Hall 

Saturday 14th May  Debden History Recorders AGM, Village Hall 3pm  

Sunday 15th May The Jubilee Walden Walk. Free event 10.30am 
Saffron Walden Common. 

Friday 27th May Bags to School collection, 9am Debden School 

June 2nd - 5th Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
 

Thursday 2nd June Beacon lighting ceremony with food and refresh-
ments. Evening 9pm 

Friday 3rd June Debden Open Gardens 11am - 5pm( see page 12) 

Saturday 4th June • Activities on the recreation ground in the 
afternoon, including crown making, vintage 
teas, inflatables 1.30pm - 4.30pm 

• Street Party Highfields 2.30 pm - 6pm 

• Evening music and dance with 1940’s trio 
Fox Wiggle and Sax - marquee 7.30pm 

 

Sunday 5th June • RBL classic vehicle show all day event 
10am  - 4pm 

• “Big Lunch”: Bring your own picnic. 12 noon 
onwards  

• Music by Revival 12-2pm 

• Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving, St 
Mary’s church 2.30pm  

Saturday  18th 
June 

Progressive BBQ  The Plough. 4pm 

Saturday August  
6th  

Potato competition judging and results. The 
Plough 7pm 

Events to look forward to in 2022! 
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The rising cost of heating your home 

Over a quarter of homes in Uttlesford use Oil or LPG to 
heat their homes. Due to the recent situation in the 
Ukraine, heating oil prices and supply have been severely 
disrupted; prices continue to be very high and volatile, 
ranging from 90ppl to 150ppl. 
 
During these unprecedented times, you may wish to consider ordering 
smaller quantities or waiting to top-up if possible. If you do need to place an 
order, it’s even more important than usual to shop around to ensure you are 
getting the best price.  You can do this on one of many 
price comparison websites:www.oil-club.co.uk www.boilerjuice.com/     
www.fueltool.co.uk/ 

Joining your local heating oil club is another great way of finding sav-
ings. Speak to your Parish Council or neighbourhood group. Or visit the 
Uttlesford District Council website for more information: https://
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/5783/Set-up-or-join-an-oil-club 

With the price of oil at an all-time high, the risk of theft rises. Make 
sure your heating oil is covered under your household insurance so that if 
thieves do strike, you will be able to make a claim to replace not just the 
lost oil, but also cover the cost of any repairs to the damage thieves may 
have done. However, be aware that most insurance companies will expect 
you to install some preventative measures, such as tank alarms, security 
lighting and other deterrents to try to stop your heating oil from being stolen.   
LPG is an alternative to heating oil for those not on mains gas.  Whilst 
fuel prices are higher than oil, boiler and tank replacement costs are much 
lower.  You can find more information here: https://
www.theheatinghub.co.uk/oil-verses-lpg 

If you are struggling to heat your home and pay for oil, LPG, mains 
gas or electricity, the team of energy specialists at Uttlesford Citizens Ad-
vice are here to help.  They can check your benefit entitlements and offer 
advice on energy efficiency measures and home improvement grants.  
They can also provide support to manage fuel related or any other debts 
and access emergency funds on your behalf, if needed.  

If you would like to help people get the advice and confidence they 
need to tackle their problems, Uttlesford Citizens Advice would love to 
hear from you!  The local charity is in urgent need of volunteers who would 
like to train as advisers and someone with a background in accountancy or 
finance to join the board of trustees as Treasurer. 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice, Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden, CB11 4EB 

01799 618840       help@uttlesfordca.org.uk    www.uttlesfordca.org.uk 

 

http://www.oil-club.co.uk
http://www.boilerjuice.com/
http://www.fueltool.co.uk/
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/5783/Set-up-or-join-an-oil-club
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/article/5783/Set-up-or-join-an-oil-club
https://www.theheatinghub.co.uk/oil-verses-lpg
https://www.theheatinghub.co.uk/oil-verses-lpg
mailto:help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)   
Church Street….01799 528555                                   
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 01799 543048 
email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 

Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

Airport Noise Complaints 0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Sue Wolff)    S/W 543679   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

 
County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 
MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Acting clerk, Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866 
captainluck@hotmail.com 
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