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Although understandably Highways has been a major part of our conversations around 
Debden over the last twelve months, As you might, expect I have been involved in most 
aspects of ECC matters, for instance: 
  
Youth 

 
I was made Chair of The Youth Strategy Group  Uttlesford Area) and have ECC/UDC 
outreach workers liaison, Youth Clubs, Drugs Issues and Youth Funding etc … It 
may surprise you that funding on youth in ECC has since 2010 been cut by 78% and 
I have been speaking out against this, tabling motions and getting across party 
agreement for a review which has already some success with extra funding going to 
youth projects. This is at a time when there are concerns about children’s mental 
health post covid cost of living crisis looming and online bullying 
  
My motion was the subject of a BBC Radio Essex programme recently which if you 
are interested can hear on https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0c2hw92 
From about 17.45 to 35.00 is the main part. (Apologies for my stutter. A child-hood 
phenomena, which returns under stress or when I get passionate about something) 
  

Health 
  
I am involved with Health Committees @ ECC and have been highlighting the terrible 
delays at A&E particularly in Harlow this year which as well as keeping my parishes 
updated with Covid details up until recently. 
 
Part of my County Ward looks towards Chelmsford and Harlow as the local go-to 
hospital whilst other parts look to Cambridge. Together with Dr Mike Tayler and 
County Cllr Gadd of Saffron Walden we pressed and got agreement that residents 
will have the choice to go to either, still… as it looked at one point everybody in UDC 
would all go to the same. 
  

Crime  
  

My County Ward is one of the most rural and has been particularly targeted by road 
drain cover thieves and the stealing of catalectic converters this year. If you become 
aware of either, please contact the police, in the case drain of drain covers, ECC 
Highways as well.  I have met most of the police now in my 18 parish councils and 
found them helpful.        

  
Education 
  

In the Autumn I will be visiting local schools with ECC officers and in some cases 
UDC officers with some environmental projects that we are putting together right 
now. 

  
Adult social care 
  

Here is a huge part of ECC work…personally I feel we need to respond much better 
to increasing social care demands within this new challenging financial environment, 
by being innovative and resourceful in finding more sustainable solutions to social 
care, working together across parties and with other agencies to meet the real needs 
of our residents. 

  
Highways Issues 
  

To follow… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0c2hw92


ECC Health Update 
Rising covid rates… 
  
Case numbers: 

• Readers will be aware that the Office for National Statistics (ONS) is reporting 
significant growth in the prevalence of covid in the population, driven by variants 
‘BA.4’ and ‘BA.5’.  Their data is the most reliable in the absence of testing 
requirements. 

  
• Their latest estimate is that on average, 1 in 50 people in England had COVID-19 in 

the week ending 11th June.  This up from 1 in 70 people in England the previous 
week. 

  
• The variants BA.4 and BA.5 have increased to account for half the infections with the 

previously dominant BA.2 variant accounting for the other half. 
  
Hospital admissions: 

• The rise in COVID-19 cases in England is consistent with the increase in number of 
hospital admissions in Essex, from 43 in the week to 10thJune, to 51 in the week 
17th June (a 19% increase).  This represents a small increase following a persistent 
decline since April this year.  In many cases, people being admitted to hospital with 
one condition are then being found to have covid. 

  
Care homes: 

• The impact of Covid on care homes continues to move in a favourable direction, 
which, in terms of on-going outbreaks, are now at the lowest number for a year, with 
9 homes affected. There are no homes closed because of Covid now. 

  
• In terms of hospital discharge, Adult Social Care continues to have available beds in 

Designated Settings (for people testing covid positive) to ensure efficient discharges 
from an acute hospital bed.  Currently there are 12 beds available, a further reflection 
of the easing pressure from covid. 

  

Causes: 
• The omicron variants BA.4 or BA.5 appear to be more infectious than the previously 

dominant variants but there is no evidence that they are associated with more severe 
disease.  This is however still under investigation. 

  
• It is likely that the combination of increased social mixing that took place during the 

long bank holiday in early June and the presence of highly infectious variants has led 
to this recent increase.  It is anticipated that numbers will begin to fall again shortly.  

  
Monkeypox: 

• The latest report we have had is that there have been 11 cases of monkeypox in 
Essex.  Of these 6 have so far been confirmed, the remain 5 being probable cases 
awaiting confirmation.  There is a pathway in place for new cases to be managed 
through the sexual health services.  Where contacts of cases have needed 
prophylactic vaccination, this has been arranged.  Although there may be further 
cases, monkeypox is considered unlikely to become established in the UK on a long-
term basis. 

 

 


	Causes:

