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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Conse-

quently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from 

people in the village. The closing date for submitting content for 

publication is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material  received for 

publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising rates per issue  

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

 
The Parish Pump is currently printed by: 

 Prontaprint, 22 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JY  
Tel no: 01279 461500 
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From the Editor 

This month is, of course, is mostly a report on the great success of 
the Debden festivities to mark the Queens Platinum Jubilee, which 
were an outstanding success all round and a weekend to be remem-
bered for a long time to come. Thanks are given throughout this edi-
tion and so will not be repeated here, apart from a huge “well done” 
to all involved. The “weekend in pictures” is shown between pages 
19 and 26, with the addition of extra pages in colour this month to do 
them all justice. 

Moving forward, new events are being planned as the summer pro-
gresses and so there will be other things to focus on. The Plough are 
hosting a BBQ and music day on July 9th in memory of “Hairy” Al, 
who sadly passed away last year and who wished for any fundrais-
ing to go to McMIllan 

The open gardens event, which surely must have had the best 
weather ever, raised a remarkable £3200, of which £1000 has been  
donated to Ukranian refugee charities. It is proposed that these mon-
ies be used to support a family open day on 30th July in the village 
hall to try and bring Ukranian and British families together. Hilary 
Davey and Tony Vernon are the contacts for this, should you wish to 
be involved 

The 10th and final potato competition Judging is also on the horizon 
on August 6th and competition will be fierce for the final trophies, 
unless anyone else is willing to take it forward? Contact Brad if inter-
ested. As the holiday season approaches there are a lot of uncer-
tainties around flight availability, train strikes and other things that 
could scupper a carefully planned, and much needed , getaway.  I 
hope you will not be affected by any of it. Enjoy July. 

Marion 
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Debden Jubilee Celebrations - a great success! 

Wow, what a time we had celebrating The Queen’s Jubilee from June 2
nd

-
5th 2022. Whether you spent it with family and friends, watched at home on 
tv or attended the village events over the four days we hope you had a 
lovely time.  We wanted the community to come together and make memo-
ries to last a lifetime, and that’s exactly what we did. 

Here's just a few photos that show what some of you got up to, and what a 
great community spirit we have here in Debden and Debden Green. 

DPC would like to say to say a huge thank you to the following: 

For the Beacon: 

• Bob Cooper 

• Philip and Rick Brock - J Brock & Sons, Cutlers Green 

• Richard Clarke and Lasered Components Ltd. Braintree 

• Russell Haigh - RB Haigh and Sons, Thaxted 

• Neil and Charlie Byford - Byford Farm Services 

• Charles Turner - Tectum Ltd, Debden 

• Gary Watson - Watson & Woolner 

• Lock, Stock & Barrel - Saffron Walden 

• Newport Station 84 Fire & Rescue Service 

• Ben Diggins 

• Cllr. Clive Bunting 

For The Beacon Ceremony:  

• Bruno Peek LVO OBE OPR, The Queen's Pageantmaster 

• Richard P Cawte, Toastmaster and Master of Ceremonies 

• The 'Bugle Boys' Noah and Logan for playing 'Majesty' 

• Mike Fairchild for press coverage 
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For the Jubilee Weekend Activities: 

• Fox, Wiggle and Sass 

• The Giddy Up Bar 

• Glorious Goods 

• Yuva 

• Revival 

• Imaginations Event Services Ltd. 

• Debden Open Gardens 

• Friends of Debden School (FODS) 

• Revd. John Saxon and the Parochial Church Council 

• Debden Branch Royal British Legion 

• Debden Residents Community Group 

• Walden Local and Saffron Walden Reporter 

• Debden Parish Pump 

• Neil Oakman for the WWII flyover 

A huge well done to all those that organised events, parties and took part 
in activities for the community throughout the weekend. Thank you to all 
the helpers who: set up, cleared away, decorated the village and marquee 
with bunting, flags and balloons, planted tubs, baked cakes, served re-
freshments, arranged flowers, painted posts and the village pump, organ-
ised vehicles, tidied verges and the village hall area, played music, attend-
ed as First Responders and First Aiders, put up gazebos, booked enter-
tainment, photographers and catering, lent equipment, shopped for sup-
plies and so much more.These people ensured that everyone had a fantas-
tic and memorable time. Finally, a very grateful thank you to those organi-
sations that donated funds and grants towards the costs of the Jubilee cel-
ebrations: 

• Debden Residents Fund 

• UDC Jubilee Grant Scheme 

• Essex Community Foundation and The Searle Trust 

We hope you will all remember the Queen's Platinum Jubilee for a very 
long time. It was a truly unique event and one we will never see again dur-
ing our lifetime. 

Debden Parish Council 



Debden Parish Pump                                                                                               July 2022 

6 

Nina Elizabeth Manser 1948 - 2022 
 

Nina Elizabeth Nixon was born 
on 16th May 1948 in a nursing 
home near Cardiff Central Sta-
tion. Within a few days she was 
adopted by John and Nancy 
Nixon, who lived nearby in Llan-
daff and who made wonderful 
parents to Nina and her sister 
Monica. 
 
As a child, on Sundays Nina 
attended the Children’s service 
at Llandaff Cathedral. It was the 
beginning of a life-long dedica-
tion to the church, which culmi-
nated in Nina becoming a 
church warden here at Debden 
church for 18 years. Nina had 
an incredible capacity to reach out and help others; this deep-rooted good nature, kind-
ness and determination to make the world better, shaped much of her life.   
 
Having successfully passed her A-Levels, Nina decided to embrace the medical pro-
fession, and joined the nursing staff at the Middlesex Hospital in Mortimer Street. She 
made life-long friends with three of her training contemporaries and moved into 
Gloucester Place Mews to experience independent living for the first time.  Nina always 
loved an excuse for a party, which they regularly hosted. 
 
In addition to listening to LPs at nursing college, music was a constant and valuable 
part of Nina’s life in general. She was a highly skilled pianist and a keen and capable 
singer which enabled her membership of a number of choirs and singing groups 
throughout her life, including the Harlow Chorus and Saffron Walden Choral Society. 
 
She met Roger, at a wedding reception in Cardiff Castle where Nina was Chief Brides-
maid and Roger was an Usher. Nina introduced herself and stated that, despite having 
no idea who Roger was, she needed to get all the presents back to the bride’s house,  
but was without transport. Having discovered Nina was an impecunious nurse, Roger 
then offered her a lift back to London the following day, in  spite of him living in Bed-
ford. It was most certainly love at first sight; details of geography were totally irrelevant! 
 
Two years later Roger and Nina married; just in the nick of time, since if Roger had not 
proposed when he did, Nina was contemplating emigrating to Australia, via one of the 
cheap travel arrangements available at that time! Nina and Roger moved into their first 
house in Little Paxton in 1972. Both being keen gardeners they enthusiastically worked 
to create their first garden together. Nina’s expertise in the garden continued at each of 
their subsequent houses and she deeply enjoyed spending time with nature. 
 
Nina soon started work at the local Nursing Home, where she quickly became a valued 
member of staff. This lasted until Nina and Roger’s first daughter Frances was born in 
1974. Nursing then took a back seat for several years, during which time the family 
moved twice, firstly, in 1978, to Kinnersley near Malvern and then, in 1982, to Debden, 
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where Glebe House became their permanent home. During both moves Nina was 
pregnant, adding two more girls, Rosy and Penny to the family. 
 
Coincidentally it was also in 1982 that the Village Community Shop had its begin-
nings, but it wasn’t until some years later that Nina became chair of the committee 
which managed this important part of community life, ably assisted by a willing band 
of volunteers. 
 
Nina was the most amazing mother and  she threw herself with full involvement into 
her girls’ growing up, helping to run the playgroups in both Kinnersley and Debden 
and subsequently standing as a parent governor and then head of the governors at 
Debden school. She set a wonderful example for her daughters to follow and her 
absence leaves a huge gap in terms of support, advice and fun in their lives. 

 
As well as being a wonderful mother, Nina was also an excellent chef and anyone 
visiting would be treated to a delicious spread. Nina was particularly well known for 
incredible sponge cakes, which remain legendary. As many will know about 3 years 
ago Nina started a monthly lunch club in the Village Hall, which was wonderfully sup-
ported by so many of her friends. The meals were delicious, hugely enjoyed and 
appreciated by a growing number of people. Although suspended during the pan-
demic, Nina fully intended to resurrect them later this year, to reunite people once 
more. 
 
In 1993 Nina and Roger started the Quality Care Partnership, employing Carers to 
look after people in their own homes. Nina found, employed and trained the Staff, as 
well as seeking new clients. The combination of managing the business and looking 
after the family made for a ridiculously busy time, but Nina being Nina, she got on 
with it without complaining. 
 
In 1998 the business was sold.  Nina returned to Nursing and approached the Com-
munity Hospital in Saffron Walden to start nursing on the wards again. She was a 
wonderfully wise, caring and hugely respected nurse, and was put in charge of the 
newly formed Endoscopy Unit, which lasted for four years. 
 
It was towards the end of this appointment that Nina’s health started to falter and 
over the following years she was lucky enough to have been cared for by the best 
our National Health Service has to offer. For this reason ,the family dedicated half of 
her funeral collection to the Addenbrookes Charitable Trust. Nina was always keen 
to support those in ill health but didn’t like to share the details of her own health chal-
lenges, preferring instead to minimise them.  
 
Nina was a very special person.  She had many qualities, which endeared her to so 
many people. She was kind, thoughtful, compassionate, a good counsellor, a good 
listener, faithful, trustworthy and was at the heart of church and community life How-
ever, above all this was her great love for her family, and her enormous joy when 
Ellie, her granddaughter joined the family.  Nina was a very special person, a dear 
friend, a devoted and loving wife, mother and granny. She will be deeply missed by 
us all. 
 
Roger Manser 
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Fundraising help required! 

Hi, I'm Isaac Reeve and I have been a member of the scouting association 
since I was 8 years old. In the Autumn, I was lucky enough to be selected 
for an overseas trip to North America in the summer of 2023. This will in-
volve a 5 day canoe through the Adirondacks in north New York state, a 
camp with the local American scouts, a visit to New York city to see the 
sights and our expedition will finish in Toronto via Niagara Falls. 

To make these types of experiences accessible to all scouts, fundraising is 
a necessary part of the process. Over the next year I plan to raise some of 
the money locally by car washing, lawn mowing, wood stacking and other 
jobs. We are hoping to have a car washing event near the village hall on 
the 16th of July. In the meantime, please contact me via phone or text on 
the number below if you need any help or jobs completing. I look forward to 
updating you on my progress in fundraising and the trip in general. 
Thankyou  

Isaac Reeve   07903580096 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday 9th July, 
2022 

2pm - 10pm 

@The Plough garden, Debden 

A fundraising event in memory of “Hairy” Al 

For his chosen charity, McMillan. 

 

Live music                BBQ            
Beer                           Raffle 

Raffle tickets available at Debden Post 
Office, The Plough and on the day. 

Donations for the raffle also welcomed 
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Ukrainian Family Event : Saturday 30th July, 2022 

Debden Village Hall 

Svetlana Boutwood, who is the local co-ordinator for Ukrainian families in 
this area, is planning to organise an event from 4 to 10 pm in the Debden 
village hall on Saturday 30 July to bring together Ukrainian and English local 
families. 

 Local families from Debden, particularly those with children, will be wel-
come, but numbers are limited. There will be Ukrainian food and activities for 
children, including tennis.  

If any local families would like to get attend or can provide tennis rackets 
and balls, please get in touch with Hilary  Davey or Tony Vernon. 

Tony Vernon 

07487517655 

The 10th and FINAL Annual Potato Competition Judging 
Route 

all welcome to walk with us 

On Saturday 6
th

 August  Brad Bamfield, Dave Wilson and Ian Rust will be 
judging the potatoes in this years’ competition. 

We will start with the outlying competitors, starting in Wimbish at 1100 and  
ranging through Debden Green, ending in Rook End Lane, before leaving 
the car to tramp around the village, starting at Dave Wilson’s at 1345. 

Another notable location and time to join us ,with the assorted band of 
judges, competitors and supporters, (one year over 20 people meandered 
around the village) is the Plough at 1700.The judging will be complete by 
1800 and the results announced at the Plough after 1900. 

We hope you will want to join us along the way for a glass of fortifying brew 
or in the Plough for the prize giving  to find out who will 
become the last ever Debden Potato Champion, and the 
last ever Potato Head – which is always a very hotly con-
tested  honour, awarded to the competitor with the lowest 
weight! 

If you would like the full judging route and times, please 
email me brad@bamfield.name  

mailto:brad@bamfield.name
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COMPLETING 100 Mile RIDE LONDON FOR ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY 

Sunday 29 May was a decidedly cold but fine morning. My son Edward and 
I met in Parliament Square at 7.30am and joined the long queue to the start 
of the ride on the Embankment. The fastest of the 25,000 participants had 
started at 6.30am. Ours was the penultimate wave and we eventually 
moved off and began to warm up at 8.45am. 

The route, all on closed roads, headed east passing Canary Wharf and the 
Olympic Park before heading out through Woodford and Epping Forest to 
Ongar, where we had to make a decision. We could have turned off at the 
Ongar roundabout and shortened the route to 60 miles. However, Ed sug-
gested I might regret not trying for the 100 miles and we agreed to push on 
through the Rodings to Dunmow. We followed the old A120 towards 
Braintree and turned south to Felsted, where we had our first stop after 52 
miles. 

The ride back into London headed south to Writtle and back to Ongar where 
we stopped for a bacon butty and coffee. Up to this point we had survived 
on bananas and flapjacks – my staple cycling foods. We were supported by 
a wonderful tail wind back into London via Chigwell and Woodford with only 
one long but not too step hill. We arrived at the finish on Tower Bridge at 
about 4.50pm, after 7 hours and 33 minutes of cycling time, plus another 
half of stops for refreshments. 

Many thanks to all those who sponsored me. I have raised a total of £3,000, 
including gift aid, for the Alzheimer’s Society. Only four men aged over 80 
completed the 100 mile ride! 

Tony Vernon 
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DEBDEN LOCAL HISTORY RECORDERS GROUP 

On 14th May the Group held its AGM when a good number of members and sup-
porters attended the meeting to catch up on the activities of the Group. Unfortunate-
ly the pandemic prevented an AGM being held in 2020 and 2021 or any regular 
meetings taking place. 

The Chairman opened the meeting expressing the Group’s sadness at the loss of 
two valuable members who had made an invaluable contribution to the History 
group since its inception, Henry Blackie who died last November and NinaManser 
who had passed away just a couple of days before the meeting. In addition to re-
ports by the Chairman and the Treasurer there was an exhibition of Debden photo-
graphs spanning the seventy years of the Queen’s reign and a celebration cake to 
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee which was cut by Toods Gilder. There was also 
a showing of a number of recordings of past fetes and visits to the old village shop 
by television crews and other interested parties.  

Many attendees, especially newcomers to the village, expressed surprise at the 
range of information and research that we have carried out over the past 13 years 
of the Group’s existence. The pleasant atmosphere and cordiality that surrounded 
the event encouraged many to stay on to chat with one another, to make new ac-
quaintances and rekindled others while being treated to cups of tea and delicious 
cakes generously supplied by members.  

The Group will not hold regular talks as in the past, but plans to have a number of 
small exhibitions/workshops using the vast information gathered in the archives and 
material used in the many talks given since 2009. A few volunteers have come for-
ward with offers of help to organise documents and photographs in need of cata-
loguing which is encouraging. However, we have had very few questionnaires on 
the future of the History Group returned which is disappointing, so, please do let us 
have your thoughts by returning the very short questionnaire that was included in 
the Parish Pump. 

Elisabeth Blackie   



Debden Parish Pump                                                                                               July 2022 

12 

 

 

Debden “Joins in” on the occasion of Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee 

I would just like to say a huge thank you to Gillian Tetlow, Christine Griffin, 
Ian Carter and his sister Jane, Stephen and Bridget Jasper, Karen Roper 
and all those who made such a fantastic celebration possible at Highfields to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Saturday 4th June. Debden real-
ly knows how to celebrate these occasions. 

(I always remember buying red, white and blue thick elastic to make “snake” 
belts from Mrs Rhode’s shop for the Silver Jubilee. She told us  it was from 
1953 Coronation year and so was even more special). 

Having lived and grown up in Debden it has, and always will have, a special 
meaning to me. What a superb way to feel part of this amazing village. Once 
again, sharing stories of “old times” - showing people the Olympic torch that 
I had the honour to carry in Saffron Walden 10 years ago - and enjoying 
such a magnificent spread. 

Dear Editors 

On a weekend when the nation paused to say thank you to the Queen for 
her dedicated service, I thought it would be remiss not to thank our Par-
ish Council and all the other community volunteers who devote so much 
time to make Debden great. I am compelled to write and show my gratitude 
to all those who planned, coordinated and organised the fabulous events in 
the village to mark the Platinum Jubilee. I won't name individuals (you know 
who you are) as there were so many people and organisations who contrib-
uted to make the long weekend so lovely. The Beacon; fabulous gardens; 
teas and cakes, bouncy castles, picnics, dances and community events, 
were all fabulous. We were hosting our family from Lancashire and they 
were blown away by the special community spirit they witnessed in Deb-
den.  

We must not forget that all those involved are volunteers putting in hours 
behind the scenes so that the rest of us can turn up and have a great time. I 
think a special mention must go to our elected Parish Council who had the 
foresight and drive to execute a fantastic fiesta of events. They are a su-
perb group of people who devote so much time to the service of this com-
munity doing all this alongside their own busy lives. It did make me wonder 
what a fabulous village hall they would be able to build if only the vociferous 
minority would let them get on with the job: they are clearly a bunch of peo-
ple capable of overseeing a massive project! 

 Caroline Reeve on behalf of the Reeve Family 

Letters 
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Dear editors,  
Apparently, Highfields has become a war zone, but unlike Ukraine we have 
a widening of division in the village rather than unity among inhabitants. One 
does not have to be either a Marple or a Poirot to discern that all is not well if 
a proposed street party in Highfields is not included in the published events 
for the Jubilee celebrations  for the long Bank Holiday weekend 2/6 to 5/6 
(surely not a time to arrange for house renovations to take place), but alt-
hough I wish to remain impartial to whatever has been going on in the village 
for some considerable time I cannot remain impartial to the political venom 
expressed over a page and a half of a belligerent tirade in this month's 
'Pump' which I find disturbing, upsetting and unutterably sad as it is de-
signed to fuel divisions in a village which used to be friendly as well as 
peaceful when I moved here nearly 45 years ago, well before Highfields was 
even thought of, let alone planned! AND there was a lot of opposition to the 
development at the time!  
 
 A village group is organising a street party on Saturday 4/6 to celebrate the 
Queen's Jubilee, to which the whole village is invited. I think they should re-
ceive our thanks rather than our abuse for the trouble they are willing to go 
to on our behalf, just as all the other organisers of events should. All over 
the country at the lighting of the beacons 'A Life Lived with Grace', com-
posed for the Jubilee, will be sung by local choirs to honour the Queen. I just 
wish its words 'a heart filled with love, peace on earth and harmony, in the 
heavens above' could be applied to Debden!  
  
Elise M. Collins (also a Highfields resident) 
(Although after the event, included as a response to the letter in last month’s 
Pump, Ed) 

What was also lovely to see was how the torch also brought memories back 
from ex-Debden pupils who carried it at Debden School sports day and told 
stories of what they are all doing now. Isn’t it amazing how people just get 
together and share, especially after the difficult couple of years we have 
been through? 

How many village parties could say they have had a stunning cake cut by 
the Coronation Queen of ‘53? Christine Griffin, (nee Fakes)  was that spe-
cial person for us. 

My thanks again to EVERYONE for making the Jubilee even more special 
than even I would have ever hoped. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN! 

Clare (A former Debden resident) 
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a 
professional service with a personal touch. 

From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether 
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property. 

Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 



Debden Parish Pump                                                                                               July 2022 

16 

 



17 

Debden Parish Pump                                                                                               July 2022 

 
REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY 

 
Working with You to achieve: 

 

• Completion of your DIY jobs 
• Flat pack furniture construction 
• Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted 
• Sheds built, gardens cleared etc. 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard: 
Tel: 01799 543 048 

Mobile: 07899 700 894 

Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com 
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc.! 

burnhammarketcottages.co.uk 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand 
out, Rothwell’s has been in busi-

ness since 1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying pow-

er 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and 
TACCA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  
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The Platinum Jubilee in Pictures!! 

The Lighting of the Jubilee beacon 

The Proclamation by Richard Cawte and the laying of a wreath by RBL to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Falklands war 

 

The magnificent beacon and the presentation of silver bugles to Logan 
Armour and Noah Poulter on behalf of the Queens’s Pageantmaster for 
playing  the bugle call “Majesty at the lighting ceremony. 
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Debden Open Gardens 
Beautifully tended and well manicured gardens! 

Plant stall  at the church (see page 36 for fund raising details) 
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          Photo: Andy Pearce 

Church  activities: Windband of Stortford, Saffron Walden  
Ukelele Band, Teas and a Barbecue! 
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1940’s evening event with “Fox, Wiggle and Sass” 

 

Highfields Street party: Over 80 attendees 
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Big Sunday Lunch Jubilee picnic with “Revival” 

RBL Classic Cars 
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A final Thanksgiving service by Rev John Saxon 
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Dear Friends 

I wonder what the summer months will bring for you?  For the 
gardeners, perhaps hard work in keeping everything watered 
and the summer flowers deadheaded.  For those in educa-
tion, it will be a well-deserved break maybe tinged with a little 
bit of apprehension about what comes next.  Yet for others, it 
may be continuing routines with little change or respite.  If we 
are not careful, we may continue in our busyness and activity 
and never really take a break to recuperate and rest. 

Of course, many plan to take a holiday in the summer, with an increasing number of 
folk heading abroad after the pandemic for a variety of holiday destinations.  What 
you are planning: is it to relax in the sun, visit the tourist sites or something even 
more adventurous?  Even if we are not planning a holiday at this time, it does us all 
good to stop and rest awhile. 

I have just recently joined a class from Debden Primary at Forest School.  There 
was much enthusiasm and excitement as we got ready to walk to Rowney Woods to 
spend some time in nature.  I wasn’t quite sure what to expect but the first task was 
to ‘sit-spot’.  The children were asked to find a place alone in the wooded area used 
for Forest School and to ‘sit still and notice’.  The children soon settled to (almost) 
quiet stillness and as I joined in there were noises and pictures that wandered into 
my consciousness.  For me it was the distant call of a cuckoo and the sunlight play-
ing a dance through the leaves of the trees. 

In sharing our experiences it was clear to me that the children appreciated this ac-
tivity and had noticed a variety of things that would otherwise have passed them by; 
the honeycomb fronds of a honey fungus, the to-ing and fro-ing of a bumble bee, 
the chirping of birds, the creepy crawling of insects.  How much there is to notice if 
we but stay still long enough to appreciate it. 

And this is true of ourselves too.  When was the last time we sat still and noticed our 
breathing, or the feel of the floor beneath our feet or the wind gently blowing across 
our skin?  Mindfulness begins by stilling ourselves and noticing such things so we 
can be more in touch with ourselves.  Doing such, even for a few moments, can 
bring calm and peace into the busy schedule that makes up most of our lives. 

If you want an opportunity to slow down and appreciate some of the beauty of the 
nature around this part of Essex, do join us for a quiet afternoon at Wimbish 
Church, Saturday 31 July 2-3.30pm with refreshments served afterwards.  You 
would be most welcome.  The afternoon will offer some ideas and time to slow 
down, to become more mindful of ourselves and nature around us and to reflect on 
some of the Psalms.  Psalm 19, verse 1&2 says: 

“The heavens declare the glory of God;     the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Day after day they pour forth speech;        night after night they reveal knowledge.” 

Whatever we plan to do this summer, I pray we may all be aware of the beauty 
around us and take time to become more aware of ourselves, even with our busy-
ness and concerns. 

Best wishes 

Revd John Saxon 
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

                                           

 

Dear Friends,  

Writing this in the middle of June, with gardens in full bloom, it’s 
stunning to see so much beauty in God’s creation all around us.  
The hand of the creator is shown in the details and colours as 
well as in the vast beauty of the skies on clear nights. The 
psalmist had similar thought we can read in Psalm 19: 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they reveal knowledge.  

So much in creation points us to the nature and power of our 
loving Heavenly Father.  

We’ve been enjoying our monthly evening meetings and often 
have visitors come and join us as we meet to sing and listen to 
the talk. 

It’s lovely to have these visits during the lighter summer eve-
nings and also enjoy some refreshments and a time to chat af-
terwards. We are looking forward to another visit from Yan Had-
ley on the 17th July.  Yan is celebrating 44 years of full 
time Christian ministry.  

Please come and join with us, you will be 
very welcome.  

God bless, 
  Simon Gale           
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening 

17th July 

Service at 6.30pm.  Our  regular visiting 

speaker Yan Hadley will be with us. 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 

10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!          

Special note  Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church 

Coffee Morning 

Coffee mornings every Wednesday from 10.30 to 12 noon. 

 

Drop into the coffee morning for a 
cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit  and 
a friendly chat with others from the 

village. 

 

                              Everyone is welcome, and it’s free! 
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District Councillor (DC) Report July 2022 

I would like to draw your attention to the following very important up-
date from Peter Holt, Chief Executive of Uttlesford District Council 

The detail behind these decisions is as follows: 

Why?  This new timetable is to allow us to explore an important new series 
of site opportunities that were not previously on the table from the call for 
sites.  As explored recently at our Scrutiny Committee – and on which I am 
extremely grateful for wholehearted cross-party support – there is a differ-
ence between a delay against an agreed timetable because we weren’t 
ready and a revised timetable because circumstances have materially 
changed and we would all be better off allowing more time to address big 
new positive opportunities.  This new timetable is because of the latter.  It 
does also allow us more time to polish and refine the vast bulk of valuable 
and robust work already undertaken, but that is a fringe benefit, not a deci-
sive driving factor.  I cannot make public what the new sites are at this 
stage, as there is a legitimate expectation on the part of the landowner that 
their ongoing discussions with us are in confidence at this stage.  Clearly 
that will need to change ahead of the new Regulation 18 proposed date in 
November, and as soon as possible.  It is right and proper that post the call 
for sites stage that we continued a dialogue with major landowners precisely 
in case of an eventuality like this, and those conversations remain ongoing 
both with this and other major landowners.  Local Plans are necessarily in 
many ways an inexact and fluid process – as much an art as a science – the 
ownership of land changes, and landowner positions change, and we all 
have to make the best of where we are rather imagining that anyone is in full 
control of the wider situation.  The opportunity that has prompted this new 
timetable is so materially potentially positive as to be worth it – into the low 
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number of thousands of possible homes that were not previously on the 
table either in our draft Reg 18 nor in the last Local Plan.  Whilst it may not 
come to fruition – there are few guarantees in life – it is a sufficiently posi-
tive prospect and game-changingly potentially positive as to be worth this 
new timetable, which I would be otherwise loathe to contemplate. 

Impact?  Taking longer to get a Local Plan in place is in no-one’s interest, 
so this is a judgment about whether the delay is worth the potential prize.  I 
have already been asked ‘what about the Government’s timetable require-
ments?’ so let me address that.  We have not yet got a clear indication from 
the Government about their view of the new timetable, but I am content that 
our rationale is so demonstrably strong that they will fully understand, and 
that any unintended consequences of a negative reaction from Government 
are of a sufficiently low likelihood and/or of a manageable scale to make 
this risk one well worth taking overall, because of the scale of the potential 
positive prize – ie potentially a low number of thousand homes that we 
might well now not need to allocate in less suitable sites which were previ-
ously on the table. 

Indicative timetable?  Let me be honest – the last thing I want to do is 
keep shifting the goal posts and undermine my own credibility by bringing 
you constantly changing timetables.  I am though calling this an indicative 
timetable because our new Planning Director, Dean Hermitage, starts with 
us the week after next.  He will need to fully own the timetable, and I want 
him to have his first month to ‘kick the tyres’ of the detailed project plan and 
timings behind these headline dates.  He will in his first few weeks be stress 
testing assumptions about whether various stages need four weeks or six 
weeks, whether various stages can be done simultaneously or in sequence, 
or indeed whether all essential stages are included and all non-essential 
elements potentially shrunk or discarded.  I would therefore aim for this in-
dicative timetable to be made more solid by the end of July – and obviously 
I hope that isn’t going to lead to any further material changes.  Overall of 
course, our Local Plan is very much member-led, albeit with us still in the 
stage where a greater volume of the work is technical and carried out objec-
tively by officers, albeit with oversight and steer from our councillors in ser-
vice of their clear overall objectives. I am by coincidence meeting with rep-
resentatives of many of our parishes over coming days, so look forward to 
the opportunities to take questions and hear your views face to face. 

Peter Holt         T: 01799 510400 
E: pholt@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Residents are encouraged to keep informed and make their points 
known to the Local Plan Working Group (LPWG.)  

Cllr Stewart Luck. 

07974 188395                                                         cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 

mailto:pholt@uttlesford.gov.uk
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A Thank you from Trudie 

 THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!  

WHAT A NIGHT.......  

Well it happened and WOW Debden really 
does know how to party in style.  

I want to thank you all for making my Strictly 
party sparkle, it was just perfect, your generos-
ity knows no bounds, with all your support, 
help and gifts. As I said on the night, I so want-
ed all my friends to mix and you did not fail 
me, Debden Community and Friendship shone 
through.  

Raymond and I are so looking forward to our 
Theatre trip and shopping for some sunbeds, as I have already purchased 
some posh luggage.  

Thank you once again and ‘Keep Dancing’       Trudie xx  

OPEN GARDENS RAISED OVER £3,200 

 

Debden Open Gardens attracted over 380 visitors to the 
seven gardens. Ticket sales amounted to £1895, the 
plant stall made £515 and the refreshments and barbe-
cue in the Church achieved sales of £799 - an overall total of £3209. 
£1000 of the proceeds will be donated to support local Ukrainian refugees 
and the balance will be used by the Church for the maintenance and im-
provement of the fabric of our Parish Church. 

Our thanks must go first to those who opened their gardens. There would 
have been no event if the gardeners had not worked so hard to make their 
gardens beautiful. Thank you also to those who donated to the plant stall 
and served the eager customers and thank you to those who baked the 
cakes, ran the barbecue and served the refreshments. It was clear that 
the event provided great pleasure to many villagers and also to visitors 
from neighbouring towns and villages. 

Hilary Davey and Tony Vernon 

( Garden and all other pictures  of the events are on pages 20-23 Ed) 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Friday 1st July DEBFEST Mini festival Fundraising event 
Debden Primary Academy  
4pm - 8.39pm 

Saturday 9th July Fundraiser in memory of “Hairy” Al. 2pm - 10pm 

The Plough garden 

Monday 11th July Potential toddler group meeting. New Room Deb-
den Church 1.30pm - 2.45pm 

Saturday 16th July Wimbish Coffee morning, St Paul’s mission hall 
10am - 11.30am  

Saturday 30th July Proposed Ukranian Family event. Debden village 
hall. 4pm - 10pm 

Saturday 6th Au-
gust   

Potato competition judging and results. The 
Plough 7pm 

Events to look forward to in 2022! 

Forget Me Not  

@ The Touchpoint Cafe 
Are you caring for or living with someone affected by Dementia / Alz-

heimer’s or have you lost a loved one and would just like to chat? 

 In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden 
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon 

at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AQ 

      Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companion-
ship, support, activities, information, advice and of course refresh-

ments. Anyone requiring more information should contact  
Jennifer on 07900123917  

or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com. 
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MF 

 

 

Five rings of Morris Men danced outside The Plough, and monopo-
lized the bar for a time, as part of the Thaxted Morris Weekend. A 
crowd of spectators watched groups from Thaxted, Letchworth, 
Harthill, East Suffolk and the Claro Sword perform on a hot and sun-
ny Saturday morning in Debden and Widdington before going on to 
four more venues. The traditional and spooky Horn Dance was per-
formed in Thaxted the same evening.    

Stroller 

Ring of Bells at the Plough 

POST OFFICE OPENING 
TIMES 

The Post Office is open from Mon-
day to  

Thursday between 08.00 and 
12.30pm  

   GOING ON HOLIDAY??? 

    ORDER YOUR FOREIGN CURRENCY VIA THE POST OFFICE  

    WEBSITE AND COLLECT IT FROM DEBDEN POST OFFICE THE NEXT DAY 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)   
Church Street….01799 528555                                   
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Nina Manser 01799 541863 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 01799 543048 
email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 

Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 

Airport Noise Complaints 0800  243788 
 

Debden Clubs  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Sue Wolff)    S/W 543679   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

 
County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 
MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden.org 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden.org 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden.org 
(Acting clerk, Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden.org 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden.org 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden.org 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866 
captainluck@hotmail.com 
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FODS Crafts, Castle, Coffee and Cake 

FODS would like to say a great big thank you to everyone who supported our 
event on Saturday 4th June “Crafts, Castle, Coffee and Cake”. A great time was 
had by all and after a down pour in the morning, the afternoon weather was per-
fect! We made crowns, palace guards, key rings and snow globes. The cakes 
were plentiful and proper tea cups served up tea and coffee. The event was a 
fundraiser for the Platinum Jubilee Mug project which we have undertaken jointly 
with Debden Parish Council. The winning design, by Callie aged 7, is below.  

 
We will be distributing mugs in a few weeks time. If you have a child aged 
between 0-13 years who does not attend Debden Primary Academy, please 
contact us so that we can get a mug to them.  
 
Contact Alison.hare@ymail.com or telephone 07904 954199 

mailto:Alison.hare@ymail.com

