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he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing together the
Church and Village magazines into a single publication to
reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported
jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and
is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each
published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .
The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequently, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from people
in the village. The closing date for submitting content for publication
is the 12th of each month.
The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any material received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the
editors.
Editors
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Marion Bamfield
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Contacts
Advertising in the Parish Pump
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the advertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer.
Advertising Rates per issue:
Full page £18.00

Half page £12.00

Quarter page £10.00

The Parish Pump is currently printed by:
Prontaprint, 22 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JY
Tel no: 01279 461500
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From the Editor
I’m writing this in the midst of an extraordinary month in
British politics, and by the time this magazine is published
we will have yet another group of politicians running the
country. Let’s hope for some stability after the chaos of
the last few weeks.
Talking of Parliament, it’s that time of year again when we Britons celebrate Guy Fawkes night, commemorating the failed Gunpowder Plot of
1605. The true meaning of the event has faded over the last 400 years and
we now mark the occasion with fireworks and bonfires. Saffron Walden
Charity Firework Display takes place on the Common, Saturday 5th, from
17.30pm to 19.30pm.
The Remembrance Day events will be taking place in the village from the
11th - 13th November (details on page 7). Incredibly, this year marks the
40th anniversary of the Falklands war.
Congratulations to April Gardner on reaching the finals of the Councillor of
the Year awards, amid fierce competition (see page 10). Fantastic news
that her hard work and tireless fundraising efforts have been given
recognition.
Many of us are relieved that the proposed plans for the large solar farm at
Cutler’s Green have been turned down by Uttlesford District Council,
saving 180 acres of excellent arable land. Although the production of green
energy is extremely important, we cannot afford to lose good farming land
for producing food crops.
Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the glittering Debden Christmas party on
the 10th December - not to be missed!
Have an enjoyable November.
Kathy
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Planning
A full report on planning, including a number of recent decisions can be
found on Debden.org
Applications:
UTT/22/2482/FUL- Part conversion of existing agricultural barn to two bedroom dwellinghouse
Location: Henham Farm Barn, Hamperden End, Henham Road, Debden,
Essex, CB11 3NA
Decision level: Delegated Decision
Comments: Attention was drawn to the application which referred to a twobedroom property whereas the plans clearly refer to a three-bedroom property. The planning department will be notified of the error.
The planned work on the layby at Smith’s Green will commence as soon as
the work is signed off. The improvement works to the car park should result
in a significant increase in parking spaces.
The planning application for a solar farm at Cutler’s Green was refused at
the planning meeting on September 28th.
No further contact has as yet been received from the agents regarding the
proposed development at Deynes Road.
Internal audit report
The full report from the Internal Auditor contains a number of observations
and recommendations. At the September meeting the council agreed a
course of actions to address each of the recommendations.
Website and email addresses
The new domain name (gov.uk) has been registered and design of the new
website can now commence. Councillors and the clerk will have new email
addresses as follows:
Clerk@debden-pc.gov.uk
swatson@debden-pc.gov.uk
agardner@debden-pc.gov.uk
jobrien@debden-pc.gov.uk
sluck@debden-pc.gov.uk
blindsell@debden-pc.gov.uk
cbunting@debden-pc.gov.uk
cdiggins@debden-pc.gov.uk
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The new email addresses are now live and the previous email addresses will
be left open for a transition period.
New defibrillator cabinet at the shop
A new defibrillator cabinet and pads have been installed at the shop. Many
thanks to the kind residents who funded the new cabinet.
It was agreed that the budgeted sum to cover the cost of electricity to the
defibrillator on the shop wall, being £50 per year, should be paid to Debden
Community Shop Ltd.
Village shop
An essential, emergency repair was required to restore supply to the shop/
post office on September 3rd. The repair was carried out at short notice by
Jim Watson who gave of his time, petrol and expertise free of any charge to
restore power. The council would like to thank Jim Watson for his generosity.
Although he is a fully trained electrician his work will be certified, at the expense of the PC, by a currently qualified electrician.
As the shop is currently not trading, due to the land exchange not being completed, the Parish Council has agreed to cover the cost of this work. Once
the land exchange is affected, such costs would fall to DRG Trust as landlord
of the shop.
New bench at Debden Green
The bench at Debden Green was placed there in commemoration of the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and it is now in a very dilapidated state. A wooden
bench will be purchased to replace it and the council will seek funding to cover the cost.

Waste bin at Smiths Green
The waste bin at Smiths green (outside the Pentecostal Church) is rusted
and falling to pieces. It was agreed that a new bin should be purchased.
Pond update
Signage to commemorate the project as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
celebrations, and thanking the National Lottery for their donation will be installed. Information about the project will be placed on the notice board beside the pond.

A Jubilee water lily has been purchased and indigenous plants, removed for
the restorative work, will be replaced. The invasive weed will return to the
pond and will require careful management over the coming months (part of
the overall project work by the Pond Specialist Company).
Continued on next page
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Christmas tree and tree lighting event
The date for the Christmas tree lighting event is Sunday December 4th,
please see the ad on the back page.
Owing to comments made by a member of the public during the DRG AGM,
it is clear that the PC will not be able to rely on assistance from a local farmer
to transport the tree, manoeuvre it into place and put the lights up.
The PC would be very pleased to hear from anyone who might be able to
help with this, so that this well-received event goes ahead as planned.
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 26th October 2022, 8pm, in the Village Hall.

Debden Community Litter Pick
Thank you to all who came to the Debden Litter-pick on Saturday 1st October.
We were blessed with a glorious Autumn morning and the sun was shining.
16 adults, 5 children and one dog came along to help, and it was the largest
turnout of volunteers we've ever had.
A total of 26 bags of litter and 5 hub caps were collected in just over an hour.
Not everyone is pictured here but it was a great community effort and Debden is now looking much tidier!
Thanks to UDC for providing the Hi Viz vests, picks, and red collection bags.
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We will Remember them
Please see below the events that will be held over the Remembrance weekend to remember and commemorate those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
It is the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands War.
Friday 11th November
Debden Academy Act of Remembrance
Fall in: The Village Pump opposite Yuva
11:40hrs
Sunday 13th November
Royal British Legion and Debden Act of Remembrance Service
Fall In: Debden Church

11:40hrs
Sunday 13th November
Woolwich ATC Band March past
Band Fall in: Rook End Lane
14:30hrs
March off 14:45hrs
General Salute at Debden Village Memorial Hall
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Gentleman’s Brunch
Saturday 26th November 2022
11am Sharp
Early Booking Advised
The Plough Debden
Prosecco or Beer on arrival
Full English Breakfast
Inc. Toast & a Tea or Coffee
Vegetarian Option
£14.00
To book your Place,
Contact Richard or Val
Telephone: - 01799 543 048
e-mail:- richard.rpc5@gmail.com
Payment in cash required in advance
To confirm your booking
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Councillor Gardner shortlisted for Councillor of the Year
Award 2022

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) Star Council
Awards are the only awards in England that recognise local (parish
and town) councils’ contributions to their communities. The longrunning awards celebrate the positive impact local councils, councillors, young councillors, clerks and county associations make on their
communities.
There are 10,000 local (parish and town) councils in England and
several councillors on each council so the competition is fierce!
Councillor Gardner was one of 5 finalists shortlisted for the Councillor
of the Year Award and the only councillor from Uttlesford. The finalists
consisted of three town councillors and two parish councillors, both
from Essex. This alone is national recognition for the service they
have provided to their communities and we congratulate Cllr Gardner
on this fantastic achievement.
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Councillor Gardner’s nomination highlights her longstanding dedication to the local community. It was unanimously supported by her fellow parish councillors and endorsed by several local organisations,
District Councillor Luck and EALC.
An excerpt from her nomination said:
“Cllr April Gardner is driven by the desire to enhance the local community for the benefit of the residents, as demonstrated by her close
involvement in projects to regenerate the centre of the village and in
organising numerous local events to bring the community together.
Her fundraising skills are instrumental in enabling projects. She is a
friendly, approachable, popular and respected councillor, as evidenced by the volunteers willing to help her achieve projects.”
On hearing about her nomination Cllr Gardner said:
“This is the first time in my life that I’ve been nominated for anything
and I was very surprised to make it down to the last five finalists.
Thank you to those who nominated and voted for me. I couldn’t do the
work I do and make a difference without the support and help from the
other councillors here at Debden. We are a strong team with a variety
of skills, and we all rally round and help each other, and those in our
community, to the best of our ability. I am delighted to be nominated
and am pleased that the work of the many thousands of councillors
out there, who make such a huge difference, is recognised with these
awards.”

Winners were announced at an awards ceremony on October 13th
and the category winner was Cllr Jeremy Richardson of Cold Norton
Parish Council. It is great to see the work of another parish councillor
recognised and one in Essex to boot and we would like to congratulate Cllr Richardson on his deserving win. We also offer huge congratulations to Cllr Gardner on her success in being shortlisted and would
like to thank her for her herculean efforts for our community.
For further information on the awards see https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our
-work/star-council-awards
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Forget Me Not
@ The Touchpoint Cafe
Are you caring for or living with someone affected by Dementia /
Alzheimer’s or have you lost a loved one and would just like to chat?
In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon
at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AQ

Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companionship, support, activities, information, advice and of course refreshments. Anyone requiring more information should contact
Jennifer on 07900123917
or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com.
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Apply to the Searle Trust
Financial support is available for local groups and young people living
in and around Debden, thanks to a long-standing fund which continues to do good to this day.
The grant funding comes from a woman named Emily Searle, who
made a will in 1956, leaving her bungalow at Deyne Syde to her
daughter, Florence, who was to be allowed to live there until her
death, and thereafter the property was to be left to Debden Parish
Church.
Emily died in 1959 and her grave can be found near the footpath
close to the bottom gate in the churchyard. Florence died in 2004.
Through the efforts of a small group, led by the late Henry Blackie,
and with permission of the High Court and the Charity Commission,
the property was sold, and the funds were passed by the Parochial
Church Council to Essex Community Foundation, an independent
charitable trust, in 2007 for them to administer and manage for the
benefit of the whole parish of Debden.
Each year, the Trustees of the Foundation decide the amount available for distribution and consider any applications for grants. As part of
this process, they also consult a small panel of local advisers who are
appointed by the Parochial Church Council. The fund can support local community activity, charitable projects, and young people in their
development.
So far, 56 grants totalling nearly £173,000 have been awarded to local organisations or individuals in Debden. We all owe a huge debt of
gratitude to Emily Searle and Henry Blackie and those who set up the
Trust.
Unsurprisingly, with the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been very
few requests for grants in the last couple of years, which is something
we seek to change. Distributable funds are available and Essex Community Foundation welcomes applications.
Get in touch:
Call the Essex Community Foundation grants team on 01245 356018
to discuss your work and if you are eligible to apply. Alternatively, you
can e-mail grants@essexcf.org.uk.
www.essexcommunityfoundation.org.uk
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a
professional service with a personal touch.
From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property.
Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com
to discuss your requirements
Providing clients with premium transport
Phone 07481 494988
www.execschoice.com

at affordable prices. Airports, sporting
events, theatre trips etc.
Corporate Accounts welcomed.
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Seasoned firewood for sale from £60 a jumbo bag
Text Rob on 07708 493432
or email sales@bullsbridgetimber.co.uk
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REALLY PRACTICAL COMPANY
Working with You to achieve:
•
•
•
•

Completion of your DIY jobs
Flat pack furniture construction
Sheds & Attics cleared & sorted
Sheds built, gardens cleared etc.
No Job Too Small

For a written no obligation quote please call Richard:
Tel: 01799 543 048
Mobile: 07899 700 894
Email: richard.rpc5@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET
NORTH NORFOLK
2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market
one sleeping 6 and the other 4. To let separately or together.
2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing
garden, off-street parking.
Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc.!

burnhammarketcottages.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning
Stone floors, Upholstery,
Rugs

A few points that make us stand out,
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993
We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz
Call Oliver and Max Campbell

18

Debden Parish Pump

November 2022

Please help us at this difficult time
It is not surprising that Uttlesford Citizens Advice is even busier than usual
as many households are becoming increasingly concerned about their financial situation. Our local charity is often the first point of call when people are
worried about benefit entitlements, housing issues or money problems, or
need advice about their rights at work, information about carers support or a
referral to another community organisations such as Uttlesford Foodbank.
At times like these, people often ask us what they can do to help others who
are struggling. Here are some suggestions, depending on your circumstances:
If you have some time to spare, please think about joining our amazing team
of volunteers –you’ll make a real difference to people’s lives and have a positive impact on your community by giving information and advice that empowers people to tackle the root cause of their issues and find a way forward.
We have lots or volunteer opportunities available - please contact us to find
out more.
Like many charities, we are finding funding challenging at the moment and
we are having to make difficult choices about how we deliver our service. If
you would like to make a donation to support our work, you will be helping to
provide a lifeline for someone, by making sure a trained adviser is able to
offer them the support they need. You can send donations to our office in
Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden or donate via our website
www.uttlesfordca.org.uk
If you are fortunate enough to be able to manage without your winter fuel
allowance or would like to help another local person who can’t afford to heat
their home this winter - you can make a donation to the ‘Uttlesford Share the
Warmth Fund’ on Crowdfunder. The appeal will be live until 6th December donations will be ring-fenced to assist local people in this cost of living crisis.
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/uttlesford-share-the-warmth
However you are able to help - your support is greatly appreciated.
If you need help or advice, our office is open Monday to Friday from 9.30 to
3.30. Email help@uttlesfordca.org.uk or call 01799 618840.
Uttlesford Citizens Advice
Barnards Yard
Saffron Walden
CB11 4EB
www.uttlesfordca.org.uk
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
01799 618840
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News from Debden School
It is difficult to believe that we are 2 weeks into October, with only 1 week to
go until half term already! It feels like only yesterday that the teachers were
preparing for their new classes and the Reception children were getting
ready for their first day. A big well done to all of the children for how they
have settled in this term. It was particularly lovely to see so many of them
speaking so confidently in front of everybody at the Harvest Church service
where the children brought in food items. Rev’d John arranged for the food
to be collected from the school this week. It has made its way to the food
bank, where it will be allocated towards those who are less fortunate
around the local area.
I have often said that we are so fortunate at Debden to have so many parents and community members who help our school to thrive. However, in
recent weeks, they have surpassed themselves. I would like to say a huge
thank you to our FODS for purchasing ten new iPads for the school! We are
so grateful – as these will prove to be vital learning and research resources
for years to come. We now have enough iPads to enable children in even
the biggest classes to use one iPad each, which will significantly enhance
their independent learning time. I would also like to express our thanks to a
number our parents for the work that they have done in furnishing and organising our school library. It is looking better than it has in years!
Finally, a big thank you to Mr and Mrs Platt – parents of two former Debden
children now in secondary school – who have purchased some new football
goals that will be erected in the next few weeks. What a lucky school we
are to have received all of this support!
On Wednesday 5 October, we were lucky to be invited to take a team of
children to the opening of the new athletics track at Carver Barracks. They
tried out the new running track and jumping pit as well as a throwing event.
Mrs Caparelli and Mrs Dale were very proud of the children’s enthusiasm
and their behaviour. They represented the school brilliantly. A big thank you
to all at Carver Barracks for organising and inviting us to this momentous
event!
We have an open morning on Thursday 3rd November at 9.30 am. This is
for Reception 2023 children. Please spread the word and encourage anyone you know with a child that age to come along and have a look around
our wonderful school.
FODS have organised a clothing & shoe collection with
Bag2School on Wednesday 9 November. Bag2School collect good quality textile items for reuse and then give a payment to FODS based on the weight. Bags need to be at
school by 9am that day. Please leave your bags under the
20
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red gazebo that we will put up at the front of the school. Items that
Bag2School accept are shoes (tied together please), clothing, belts, handbags, jewellery, household linen, curtains, bed linen, towels and soft toys.
They don't accept duvets and pillows and school uniform. School uniform
can be donated to FODS for their second-hand uniform bank at any time.
There is a full list here https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect
Thank you for your ongoing support of our school.
Matt Hawley, Head of School

Debden school pupils at the new athletics track
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Debden Brownies - Aviation activities
On Saturday 24th September six Brownies and two leaders visited Audley
End airfield at the kind invitation of Stewart Luck. They had a great afternoon carrying out a variety of different aviation activities.
Under the guidance of members of The Guild of Aviation Artists they drew
planes and learnt various art techniques. They also learnt navigation principles, made paper planes and looked around and inside some small planes.
A really fun and interesting afternoon was had by everyone and the girls are
now in the process of completing their aviation badge.
Thank you Stewart!
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Tang Ting News

Children at the Day Care Centre in Tang Ting, Nepal
The Tang Ting Twinning Association (TTTA) may have seemed to have disappeared but, with the onset of the Covid lockdowns and the restrictions involved, our normal sources of funding i.e. fetes,
local fayres, social events etc. were not available to
us. Nevertheless, due to the generosity of many of
our supporters’ funds continued, albeit at a muchreduced rate. This enabled us to carry out our
commitments to the Day Care Centre for the children in Tang Ting, the Thalassemia Clinic in Kathmandu, the Siddhi Memorial Hospital in Baktapur,
the Deaf Society in Pokhara and the medical supplies for the poor and sick in the surrounding villages (with one very generous supporter continuing to
support KAT, the marvellous veterinary clinic in
Kathmandu that treats all stray animals and cares
for them until they can find them good homes).
Obviously, this has depleted the coffers somewhat so we hope to be in a position to start some of these events again, so, if you are looking for a Christmas present with a little difference do let us know if there are any events locally that we can attend to display these goods.
In July the Nepalese Community
held their first jamboree BBQ
since lockdown. This was a
wonderful chance for old friends
to re-unite and new friends to join
us. It was good to see the Chairman of UDC Councillors there,
together with a number of army
personnel and residents from
Debden and Wimbish joining in
the fun.
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Earlier in the year a number of Nepalese visited Nepal and kindly went to
Tang Ting village to present much needed funds to the medical team. A
number of sick or destitute people were unable to afford the medicine or
help they needed; local villagers try their best to help neighbours, but it is
not easy, particularly as a number of the men who worked abroad to support their families lost their jobs when the Covid pandemic struck and had to
return home thus making the situation even worse for many of the villages.
Enough money for 6 months for the much-needed medicine was distributed,
with a guarantee that we would do our best to contribute funds for the following 6 months, so we hope you want a lot of Christmas presents!!
For anybody wanting to become involved with the Charity in some way,
please do not hesitate to contact us - even if it’s only to be informed of what
events we anticipate holding.
Contact Nikki Callway on 01799 540881 nc@nighthawk.co.uk
www.tangting.org.
T Knight

Scam Alert
During the current economic crisis there are plenty of criminals taking
advantage of the situation by sending out scam texts, phone calls and
emails with the aim of fooling you into giving away your money and personal
details.
Watch out for fake text messages claiming to be from the government,
inviting you to apply for the £400 energy bill support. They’re a scam - the
£400 will be paid to you automatically. You do not need to apply!.

If you think you’ve been scammed, here’s what to do:
•

If you’ve already responded to a scam, end all further communication
immediately.

•

Call your bank directly and cancel any recurring payments - or you
can call the new 159 hotline which is secure, easy to remember and
connects directly to your bank if you think you’ve been scammed.

•

Report the scam to the police through Action Fraud on 0300 123
2040, or on actionfraud.police.uk

•

If you want more help, contact Citizens Advice Scams Action via
citizensadvice.org.uk or call its scams action helpline on
0808 250 5050

Ed
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Spuds 4 Debden
Locally grown King Edwards - perfect for Christmas
roasties!
15 Kilo Sack £10

25 Kilo Sack £14

Orders from 1st December
Text Dickie on 07867 784873
Proceeds go to FODS fundraising for Debden Primary Academy

Table Tennis is starting again!
Table Tennis will be starting up again on
Thursday evenings 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm in the village hall.
£3.00 per session. All equipment provided.
New players of any standard welcome.
Contact Sue Wolff for info. susanwolff74@gmail.com'

Macmillan Coffee Morning
I'm delighted to announce that the total raised at the Macmillan Coffee Afternoon on 1st October, and through Just Giving, exceeded £800, including
Gift Aid.
My family and I were delighted to see so many people supporting this
event and thank both them, and those who generously donated cakes and
pastries, which were consumed with relish! It was a most enjoyable afternoon, and the proceeds have been welcomed and appreciated by the Macmillan Cancer Charity.
Roger Manser
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Debden Gardening Club
Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have held a
successful inaugural meeting on Wednesday 19th October! In
the hope we can move forward, the Village Hall has been
booked on Wednesday 9th November at 7.45pm for a second meeting of the Gardening Club! Please know that everyone will be warmly welcome so do come along.

We’ll be sharing thoughts and wisdom on preparing our gardens for the
coming year and discussing our favourite varieties of vegetables – or perhaps those with which we’ve had the most success!
Use your imagination for our competition this month, have fun and produce
a picture using leaves, seeds and flowers! There will be a small prize for the
winner.
Refreshments will be provided, but to make it easier, please bring your own
mug (saves time washing up!)
There will be a charge of £2 a head to cover the village hall hire.
If you would like to come to this meeting but need transport do please let
me know. Equally please let me know if you would like to come, but are unable to do so this time
Hilary Davey

hilarydavey@btopenworld.com

Tel: 01799 542717

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
The Post Office is open from
Monday to Thursday
between 08.00 am and 12.30pm
Going on holiday???
Order your foreign currency via the Post Office website and collect it from
Debden Post Office the next day
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Answer : At the Twenty Fifth Annual Debden Progressive Supper on
Saturday 28th January, 2023
You, - i.e. everyone residing in Debden or Debden Green - are invited to join in
the 2023 Progressive Supper.
As the name suggests, the supper is progressive, with each course being hosted
at a different venue with a new host and different guests. This event has always
been extremely popular so there will be numerous locations for starter and main
courses. The only criteria to join in is to “volunteer” to host either a starter, a
main course or provide a pudding for the final venue which is held in The Plough.
Anyone who is participating for the first time is excused from being a “volunteer”
host, unless of course they wish to.
Although most know the format, for those who are new to the village or have not
joined in this extravaganza before, the evening goes as follows:
We all meet in the Plough at 7:00pm and at 7.30pm, as all locations and guest
lists are known only by us, you will be told where to go for your starter. At the
starter venue you meet the other guests and at 8:45 your host will open a sealed
envelope containing details of everyone’s main course venue. At this point grab
your torch and move on at 9pm for your main meal where you will meet the other
main course guests, who will be different from your starter group. In this way you
will meet a lot of people and make new friends, as well as catching up with old
ones, in a short time.
We will, due to numbers, have the dessert course at The Plough, courtesy of Liz
& Chris. Here we will have puddings, cheese & biscuits, general socialising and
of course more wine !!!
The cost of the evening is £16 per head, which is payable at the time of booking
but if you host or supply a dessert you will be reimbursed for the full amount you
spend on your course (for both food and wine) from the money collected. Any
surplus of income over expenditure will be donated to a village good cause –
suggestions welcome.
It is quite acceptable to buy in your course if time or inclination is tight. The aim
is to enjoy each other’s company, not to have a Masterchef competition !
Application forms will be sent out during November to all those that we have
email addresses for but if you don’t hear from us or have not taken part before
please contact either one of us and we will get one out to you.
We hope the above is clear, but please get in touch if you have any problems,
queries or require an application form. Otherwise we look forward to meeting
everyone in January.
Jane Langham

Margaret Hynes

Gaysards, Deynes Road

7 Smiths Green

Tel: 07501 444672

Tel: 01799 540078 or 07743 502832

Email: jane_langham@hotmail.co.uk

Email: maa.andrews@btinternet.com
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News from Debden
Pentecostal Church
Dear Friends,

We enjoyed an extra evening service as our DRC missionary friends
Carol and Ginny were in the area. We are always delighted to see
them as they so inspire and encourage us. Now retiring from the Congo they still remain closely involved with
all of the many spiritual and aid activities
they had established and with the workers they had trained over the past decades. The poverty and violence is horrendous, but it’s so encouraging to hear
of the real impact of the Christian message of love and forgiveness; with lives
being changed, hungry prisoners fed and
street kids restored to their homes.
We were held spellbound as they described a trip through the bush to
visit a new church resulting from their outreach. This involved crossing
a deep river with just one “safe” track through. It wasn’t until later they
learnt there were crocodiles in the
river. On the return trip the bush was
on fire either side of the track.
The following week we met for the
Harvest Thanksgiving service and our
friend Sue Johnston came over to
give a talk. With a focus on the much
needed Uttlesford food bank the harvest donations were far different from
the prime vegetables that once graced
our Harvest services!
Later this month on the 27th we’re looking forward to another visit from
Sue. Please do come and join with us, you will be most welcome.
God bless,
Simon Gale
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Debden Pentecostal Church
Thaxted Road, Debden

Sunday
Sunday Evening
27th October
Wednesday

11.00 am Morning Worship
6.30pm Pastor Sue Johnston from Great
Sampford will be with us.
Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at

10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!
Special note

Please contact Paul Baker on 01440 710416
if you need information about the church

Coffee Morning
Coffee mornings every Wednesday from 10.30 to 12 noon.
Drop into the coffee morning for a
cup of coffee (or tea), a biscuit and
a friendly chat with others from the
village.
Everyone is welcome, and it’s free!
Debden Pentecostal Church
www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk
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Dear Friends
The nights are drawing in, the clocks have gone back
and the first frost of the season is behind us. If there is
any doubt that the colder months are with us, there is
plenty of tinsel and glitter in the shops inviting us to think
about Christmas.
With the colder weather here, I am sure we are all wary
of energy costs this year and have perhaps already reduced our thermostat
settings. The church is the same and if you join us for a service you may
notice we have also slightly reduced our heating temperature, but nothing
that a good jumper or coat cannot stave off. Like all of us we are trying to be
prudent with our resources and of course kinder to the climate.
There is so much uncertainty about the economy and energy costs for all of
us and there appears to be no sign of any big improvements soon. However,
as a community we can look out for each other and even if our own circumstances limit how we can help others, we can always point people to the
many agencies that are around to support us. We helped each other during
the Covid lockdowns. So, let us make sure we continue to support each
other. Please do get in touch for help or just for a chat – details below. This
is in complete confidence; there are always people willing to help if needed. I
think I have quoted Matthew 25, verse 40 where Jesus says, ‘As much as
you have done for the least of these, (the hungry, the thirsty, the sick and
those needing clothing) you have done for me also.’
When it comes to help, the church is grateful for the many acts of support it
receives from the community. We are indebted to community members who
have helped with church cleaning, grounds tidy up or flower arrangements to
decorate the church. (A big thank you for our Harvest Flowers displays –
wonderful!) As with many such tasks, a lot is left to a few and many organisations have struggled to get volunteers to return to pre-Covid levels of commitment. We really appreciate all that people bring.
The Church Council have begun to look to next year and in particular to bring
back some of our regular events to help boost our funds. Out lovely church
building takes a lot of looking after and is facing significant roof repairs that
are needed very soon. As a start, we aspire to hold a music concert in the
Spring next year, as has been held in the past hosting a variety of performers
across different genres of music. We would very much like some support
with this – planning, organising and running the event.
Debden church is after all, a community resource for the village, especially at
all the important life stages and we want to ensure its continued use for
everyone of Debden, not just the Sunday Churchgoers. We would very
much like to hear from you if you can help with cleaning, in the grounds, arranging flowers or helping organise events. Our formal ‘Friends of Debden
Church’ may not be very active currently (but watch this space perhaps?) but
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we need friends to help us care for the church building and its community
use now and into the future.
Keep warm and safe as we head into winter.
Best wishes
Revd John Saxon

District Councillor’s report to the Parish Pump November 2022
Just short report due to limited space in the Pump, starting with the topic of
the local plan. It’s doubtful if the opposition parties in UDC - the Conservatives and the LibDem/Green coalition can hand-on-heart say they could have
achieved a better outcome at this stage with the resources available.
Many of us Ward Cllrs are tired of the constant politicisation of something
that should be outside of party politics. One day they call for a vote of no
confidence, the next a motion of censure, letters to the press, iffy web postings, all do nothing to fulfil the council’s responsibility to the people of Uttlesford. As the Scrutiny Committee which I sit on has exposed, the administration will clearly have to up their game to get the Local Plan over the line
within a reasonable timeframe.
Going forward, I would appreciate it if more residents made their voices
heard so I can provide leadership in the right direction rather than me just
trusting that people in Debden & Wimbish and the wider Uttlesford might
come together at election time with a constructive rather than a selfish or
destructive attitude or just decide not to vote.
The last D.C. meeting I arranged brought quite a lot of people together to
informally discuss things and even volunteer. So I am giving you all another
opportunity to attend a District Cllrs Surgery. It will be on Tuesday 1st Nov in
the village hall. Doors open at 7pm with the meeting running from 7:30
until 9pm.
All welcome: just walk in any time. Topics might be…..Christmas Celebrations, the Coronation of King Charles 3rd, the May elections, potholes, housing? It’s up to you, but I will start with a clean sheet!

Cllr Stewart
Luck

07974188395

Cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets,
Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas,
Flies,
Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Bentens
Chartered Certified Accountants
Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation
and accountancy matters.
Abbey House 51 High Street Saffron Walden
Telephone 01799 523 053
www.benten.co.uk
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What’s on
Tuesday 1st November

District Councillor Surgery
7pm Village Hall

Thursday 3rd November

Debden Church of England Primary
Academy Open Morning
9.30 am
www.debdenprimary.co.uk

Wednesday 9th November

Gardening Club
7.45 Village Hall

Friday 11th November

Henham Christmas Market. 1pm - 8pm
OSCA, Henham Village Hall.

Friday 11th November

Debden Primary Academy Act of
Remembrance 11.40 Yuva

Saturday 12th November

Joseph Haydn : The Creation
Saffron Walden Choral Society
7.30 Saffron Hall

Sunday 13th November

Royal British Legion and Debden
Act of Remembrance Service
Debden Church 11.40
Woolwich ATC Band March past
Band Fall in: Rook End Lane
14:30hrs March off 14:45hrs
General Salute at Debden Village
Memorial Hall

Saturday 26th November

Gentleman’s Brunch
11 am The Plough

Monday 5th December

FODS Christmas Wreath workshop
7.30pm Debden School Hall

Saturday 10th December

Christmas party. Village Hall

Saturday 28th January, 2023

Progressive Supper. 7pm The Plough

39

Debden Parish Pump

40

November 2022

Debden Parish Pump

November 2022

Hairy Bikers’ Sausage Casserole

The Hairy Bikers’ take on sausage casserole makes a wonderfully warming and
filling dish, and it freezes brilliantly.

Ingredients
1–2 tbsp sunflower oil
12 good-quality pork sausages
6 rashers rindless streaky bacon, cut into 2.5cm/1in lengths
2 onions, thinly sliced
2 garlic cloves, crushed
½–1 tsp hot chilli powder or smoked paprika
400g tin chopped tomatoes
300ml/10fl oz chicken stock
2 tbsp tomato purée
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp dark muscovado sugar
1 tsp dried mixed herbs
2 bay leaves
3–4 fresh thyme sprigs
100ml/3½fl oz red or white wine (optional)
400g tin butter beans or mixed beans, drained and rinsed
salt and freshly ground black pepper
rice or rustic bread slices, to serve
Method
1. Heat 1 tablespoon of the oil in a large non-stick frying pan and fry the sausages gently for 10 minutes, turning every now and then until nicely browned
all over. Transfer to a large saucepan or a flameproof casserole dish and set
aside.
2. Fry the bacon in the frying pan until starting to brown and crisp and then
add to the dish with the sausages.
3. Add the onions to the frying pan and fry over a medium heat for 5 minutes
until they start to soften, stirring often. You should have enough fat in the
pan, but if not, add a little more oil. Add the garlic and cook for 2–3 minutes
until the onions turn pale golden brown, stirring frequently. Sprinkle over the
chilli powder and cook together for a few seconds longer. Stir in the tomatoes, stock, tomato purée, Worcestershire sauce, brown sugar and herbs.
Pour in the wine, or some water if you’re not using wine, and bring to a simmer.
4. Tip the tomato mixture carefully into the pan with the sausages and bacon
MFreturn to a simmer. Reduce the heat, cover the pan loosely with a lid and
and
leave to simmer very gently for 20 minutes, stirring from time to time. Stir the
beans into the casserole, and continue to cook for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally, until the sauce is thick.
5. Season to taste with salt and freshly ground black pepper and serve with
rice or slices of rustic bread.
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CONTACT NUMBERS

Debden Activities

Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge 01223
245151
Princess Alexandra, Harlow
01279 444455
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital
01799562929

Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801
www.debdentennis.co.uk
Table tennis (Sue Wolff) S/W 543679
Badminton (Roger Forster) S/W 541409
Grahams School of Dance
01279 654423
History Recorders 01799 540528
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister)
01799 542046
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980

Doctors

County Councillor Martin Foley …

Essex Police 101 non emergency
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency

Hospitals

Newport 01799 540570
Thaxted 01371 830213
TEDS (out of hours) 111

Dentists (Saffron Walden)
Church Street….01799 528555

email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk

District Councillor

Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk

High Street……..…01799 521357
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209
London Road…… 01799 523194
New Road…………01799 521265

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency

Parish Church

Clive Bunting……………...01799542239
cbunting@debden.org
(Open Spaces and Allotments)
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270
cdiggins@debden.org
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity)
April Gardner……………..01799 542288
agardner@debden.org
(Acting clerk, Playground, Publicity)
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569
blindsell@debden.org
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks)
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881
Jobrien@debden.org
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbourhood plan)
Stephanie Watson …… 01799 540721
swatson@debden.org
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood
Watch, Pavilion, Finance)
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866
captainluck@hotmail.com

John Saxon 01799 541619
Ursula Lyons 01799543164

Pentecostal Church

Paul Baker 01440 710416

Debden Shop

Closed for the present (PO open Mon,
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30)

Footpaths

Nicola McCahill

01799 541411

Village Hall Hire 01799 543048

email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com

Schools

Debden Academy 01799 540302
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237
SW County High …. 01799 513030

Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

Parish Council Members

Airport Noise Complaints 0800 243788
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