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T 
he Parish Pump was founded in 1979, bringing  together the 

Church and Village magazines into a single publication to 

reflect the life and news of Debden. It is financially supported 

jointly by the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council, and 

is distributed free to each home in the village by volunteers. Each 

published edition can also be viewed online at www.debden.org .  

The magazine has two editors but no official reporters. Consequent-

ly, an interesting magazine depends on articles coming from people 

in the village. The closing date for submitting content for publication 

is the 12th  of each month. 

The editors reserve the right to refuse, postpone or edit any materi-

al  received for publication. Views expressed by contributors are not those of the 

editors. 

Contacts 

 
Advertising in the Parish Pump 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our magazine, please contact  
editors@theparishpump.org in the first instance, with an electronic copy of the ad-
vertisement. Full payment should be made in advance to the Treasurer. 
 
Advertising Rates per issue: 
 

 

Editors 
Kathy Brown 
Marion Bamfield 

editors@theparishpump.org 

Distribution Colin Harris distribution@theparishpump.org 

Treasurer Linda Clarke treasurer@theparishpump.org 

Secretary Jane Langham secretary@theparishpump.org 

Chairman Jane Pearce chairman@theparishpump.org 

Full page £18.00 Half page £12.00 Quarter page £10.00 

 
The Parish Pump is printed by: 

 Prontaprint, 22 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2JY  
Tel no: 01279 461500 
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From the Editor 

There are some great events to look forward to in the  
village as Christmas approaches, starting with the hugely 
popular ‘Big Switch On’ of the Christmas tree lights at the 
village hall on Sunday 4th December, with hot food, mulled 
wine, hot chocolate and live music. Many thanks to the volunteers who 
have come forward to supply, erect and assist with decorating the tree free 
of charge. 

The Christmas party on the 10th December is sure to be a glitteringly  
fabulous evening with music from Badgerhead, a talented 3 piece band 
who perform covers of popular songs from all years and styles. The front 
man is Charlie Wolff, a "Debden lad". Tickets are still available - see de-
tails on page 21. 

Other events such as the ‘History Recorders Archives’ on the 17th and 
‘Mince pies and Carols’ in the village hall on the 19th are good opportuni-
ties to meet people and have a chat. 

You can try your hand at making your own personalised Christmas wreath 
on the evening of 5th December at the school. All proceeds will go towards 
school funds. (see details on page 39) 

Debden Gardening Club has proved to be a huge success, and has many  
members already. The next meeting will be on the 11th January, with a talk 
about pollinators. (see p 12) 

It’s hard to imagine that we were all desperate for rain this summer, now 
that it never seems to stop. However it’s good to see the village Pond full 
of water again; and Debden Lake is looking particularly scenic. 

Wishing you all a very enjoyable Christmas, 

Kathy 
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Parish Council News 

Christmas light switch on 

Please see ad in this issue and note that the date is Sunday December 4th 
and not the 3rd as advised last month. 

Volunteers have come forward to supply, erect and assist with decorating the 
tree free of charge. 

Planning Applications 

Newhouse Farm, Purton End, Debden, Saffron Walden CB113JT  

UTT/22/2657/DOC - Application to discharge condition 3 (Great Crested 
Newt Method Statement) and condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strate-
gy) attached to UTT/22/167 2/ 

No comment. 

Debden Recreation Ground 

UTT/ 22/ 2357/ FUL - Application to retain Beacon on Debden Recreation 
Ground 

No comment. 

Henham Farm Barn, Hamperden End, Henham Road, Debden, Essex CBll 
3NA 

UTT/ 22/ 2482/FUL- Part conversion of existing agricultural barn to two bed-
room dwelling house AMENDED: to provide storage ancillary to the dwelling 
in part of the remainder of the building. 

Comment: A response has been sent advising that Debden Parish Council 
have no objection to the application but wish it to be made clear in the rec-
ords and any decision that the plans submitted with the application show 
three bedrooms and therefore the application is for a three bedroom dwelling. 

Land Adjacent Wigmores Farm, Henham Road, Debden Essex  

UTT/22/2925/NMA- Non material amendment to UTT/ 22/ 2025/FUL - 
Change in fenestration. 

No comment. 

Decisions 

UTT/ 22/ 1094/ FUL: Land S-W Wieldbarn Farm, Debden Green, Saffron 
Walden, Essex  
Proposal: Change of use of agricultural field to dog walking field, including 
installation of fencing, temporary and moveable field shelter and 3 car park-
ing spaces 
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Decision: Approval subject to conditions 

Land at the rear of Rowney House, Thaxted Road, Debden, Essex CBll 3LW 

UTT/ 22/ 1639/ FUL - Proposed 2 no. dwellings  

Decision: Approval subject to conditions 

Land to the west of Thaxted Road, Debden, Essex 

UTT/ 20/ 0264/ OP: for Outline permission with all matters reserved for the 
erection of 25 no. private and affordable dwellings 

Decision: Approval subject to Conditions: including provision of footway to 
connect to existing footway, improvements to passenger transport infrastruc-
ture on Thaxted Road, approval of a surface water drainage scheme and 
approval of a scheme to minimise offsite flooding. 

AN s106 Agreement dated 29 September 2022 was entered into between the 
landowners and the Planning Authority to provide 40% affordable housing 
units/a public open space/prior to occupation of 13 residential dwellings to 
pay a Village Hall Contribution of £12,500 (£500 per dwelling) Index linked, to 
the Council. 

A full report on planning can be found on Debden.org 

No further contact had been received from the landowner’s agent regarding 
the proposed development at Deynes Road.   

Pond 

The depth sign has been repainted and reinstalled. The pond Specialist re-
visited the pond to assess any patches of invasive weed returning. These 
were sprayed with a herbicide, not harmful to wildlife. The plants that were 
temporarily removed will be replanted shortly. 

Website and email addresses 

Please note new email addresses for councillors and the new clerk in the 
back of the Pump.  

Highways  

Road closures 

• The work on Armitage bridge on the B184 is behind schedule and is antici-
pated to complete by December 16th.   

• The PC is liaising with relevant stakeholders on the proposed road closures 
on Ivy Todd Hill (Gigaclear) and Thaxted Road at the top of Rook End Lane 
(Affinity Water) to ensure these road closures do not happen until the B184 
work is complete.  
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The school has requested support in getting a Lollipop Patrol to help parents 
and pupils cross the road safely given the extra traffic passing through the 
village, sometimes at speed. The Parish Council is supportive of the applica-
tion which must come from the school and/or District Councillor. 

Development of Reserves Policy  

Following a recommendation in the recent Internal Audit report, the council 
agreed to adopt a Reserves Policy. The purpose of the policy is to commit 
the council to ensuring, via annual budget provision, that adequate reserves 
are built up and retained by the council.  

Allotments 

It was agreed that a proper survey of the allotment space should be carried 
out in order to show all the plots correctly measured, both hired and not hired 
and the hedge lines, trees, footpaths, drains, ponds, ditches etc. With an ac-
curate scaled map it would be easier to calculate a fair price for allotment 
hire.  

Village Shop Premises 

The emergency work to restore power to the shop premises has now been 
certified and further remedial work carried out.  

Date of next meeting : Wednesday 14th Dec. 2022 8pm in the Village Hall. 

 
Forget Me Not  

@ The Touchpoint Cafe 

Are you caring for or living with someone affected by Dementia / Alz-
heimer’s or have you lost a loved one and would just like to chat? 

 In partnership with The Forget Me Not Café in Saffron Walden 
we are pleased to open every Friday morning 10am-12noon 

at Touchpoint, Crafton Green, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8AQ 

     

  Why not pop along to our Dementia Café and enjoy companionship, 
support, activities, information, advice and of course refreshments. 

Anyone requiring more information should contact  
Jennifer on 07900123917  

or email saffronwaldendementiacafe@gmail.com. 
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Wif Waf is back! 
A personal and irreverent match report from an 
erstwhile enthusiast 

Boris would have been proud. Remember the run-up to the London Olympics 
when our former prime minister told the Chinese that they might be good at 
table tennis, but the game was invented in Britain? He added, while the 
French saw the dining room table as an opportunity for a meal, the British 
saw an opportunity to play wif waf, as it was called. “Wif waf is coming back”, 
he cried. 

And so it did in the village hall in November as members of Debden table 
tennis club started a new season.  

I haven’t played table tennis since I was a lad, so it was with some trepida-
tion that I joined in the first fray of the winter. My claim that I once played for 
England but am now a bit out of sorts fell on deaf ears, so I pleaded dodgy 
knees, a bad back and recuperation from a cataract op to explain my play. 
My shades were more for effect than eye protection.  

The committee studied the rule book small-print and found a clause to allow 
me in. 

The hall was nicely pre-warmed by the body heat of the pilates class that 
preceded us, and enough players arrived to need both very professional-
looking tables. So far so good. 

I was handed a racket which I was told was a bat even though it is officially 
called a racket. It looked unfamiliar with a smooth surface, not like the knob-
bly rubber or cork-covered ones I remembered. Maybe these were worn 
smooth by vigorous play. 

My initiation was a doubles match. The person who wins the toss, which is 
actually a bounce, serves to the player diagonally opposite. Sounds simple, 
but the opponents have to take it in turns to return the ball. It quickly be-
comes obvious that unless your team-mate is extremely nimble in stepping 
back, you’re more likely to hit them than the ball.  

The game frequently stops while a discussion ensues about the score and 
who won the point before last, by which time no one can remember who won 
the point just played. 

Then the dancing starts. When the server changes, the opponents have to 
switch too, which you do with a neat little do-si-do with your partner.  

Sorry to mention it again but anyone know the score?  

I was confused by the scoring at first (and still am). It wasn’t clear whether or 
not a ball that ricocheted off the wall or the light fitting and ended up on the 
opponents’ side of the table, counted. Apparently not. 
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There’s a lot of running and bending in wif waf to retrieve the wayward ball. 
There’s also an obvious protocol to decide who’s the nearest and, more im-
portantly, the youngest and most bendy to pick up the little critter. 

I tried my hand at singles, which I preferred because there was less chance 
of whacking my team-mate, and more chance of attempting what my memory 
told me was called a backhand smash. 

As the evening progressed, I heard someone say, encouragingly, “it’s obvi-
ously coming back”, which I took to mean my skill with the bat, but I think 
they meant the arthritis. 

What was the score? Who knows? I couldn’t keep up but one of my doubles 
partners said we’d won. For the whole 90 minutes there were lots of shouts 
of “Great shot!”, “Yes!” and “Was that one in?”   

There are some very expert players and others, well, like me, so players of 
all abilities are welcome. If you need it, you’re given guidance on the play 
and the rules. I’ve since looked up the rules. There are ones for table tennis 
and others for ping pong. I think Debden has invented its own version but 
suffice to say I never heard the word “ping pong” mentioned once, so they 
obviously take it seriously. 

So, all in all, a lot of exercise, useful ball and eye co-ordination (albeit in my 
case a bit fuzzy), good company, and as many laughs as points.  

Boris was absolutely right. Wif Waf helped to make Britain great. And it’s 
back! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Players take the fun very seriously. To prove this shot isn’t posed, the ball is 
ringed!  

Mike Fairchild (With thanks to April for the picture)      See p26 for information 
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1st Thaxted - Carver Scouts visit London 

1st Thaxted- Carver Scout Group took 40 of their Cubs and Air Scouts to a 
two day trip to the ‘Big Smoke of London’ The trip started at Newport train 
station on 24th October 2022 with the first destination being Royal Hospital 
Chelsea to visit the Chelsea pensions. The young people had a guided tour 
around the hospital and learnt where it all began. This was an important part 
of the trip for our group; being based at Carver Barracks in Wimbish, most of 
our Leaders and Young people come from service families, and as we con-
tinue our preparations to remember those who have served, with  
Remembrance Sunday in November.  

1st Thaxted-Carver Scout Group every year have taken part in marching 
practice in preparation for Remembrance Sunday, which this year fell on the 
13th of November. It is on this day Scouts across the district marched to at-
tend the church service held to pay their respects to those who fought in the 
World Wars. The Scouts played a very real and important part in the war  
effort for both the second and first world wars. Interesting fact that many may 
not know that Scouts worked in very dangerous conditions as: fire watchers, 
stretcher bearers, carrying messages, supporting evacuation of hospitals 
during air raids and carrying out first aid. 

The Scouts' London trip didn't end there! Next stop was Regents Park Bar-
racks for a guided tour of the amazing facilities and extraordinary work they 
do to support the Royal Family. They gave them a history of the facilities, the 
development of the Queens Baggage vehicles, and even the uniform differ-
ences for each job they carry out tasking. The day ended by reaching the 
Golden Hind! This replica ship that Sir Francis Drake used to circumnavigate 
the globe was an immersive experience- as the moment we entered, the 
Cubs and Scouts were transported back in time. They were given replica 
clothes to wear and then started their training to become the new crew. The 
training involved preparing the cannons for firing, attacking other pirates,  
defence skills, learning the trade of the onboard barber surgeons, and then 
finally, identifying historical tools of the trade. After successfully completing 
their training and eating an authentic ship's dinner, they got to sleep over on 
the Golden Hind Ship. The chef aboard the ship stayed overnight and in the 
morning stated “they were a pleasure to have and were the best group to 
have ever stayed”. 

The morning broke and breakfast was demolished. It was on to day two of 
the adventure with the first stop taking them to the Household Cavalry at 
Knightsbridge Barracks. They got to see the incredible work they do to sup-
port the Prime Minister and the Royal Family with a tour of stables, and a 
chance to view £18million worth of uniform as well as watching a few cere-
monies that are not on show to the public including the mount and dismount 
of the guards.  

1st Thaxted-Carver Scout Group has been very busy over the past few 
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weeks and the adventures are not stopping there as we challenge the ex-
pected and push to provide greater experiences for the young people in our 
group. If this sounds like something you would like to get involved in get in 
touch: https://thaxtedscouts.org.uk/join-us/ 

 

North America Scout Trip Update  
 
Thanks to everyone who supported my fundraising over the summer. My 
fundraising is going well, and I am getting closer to the target. Particular 
thanks to the Debden Residents Fund and the Essex Community Founda-
tion who have both provided very generous grants. Thanks also to The 
Plough and Yuva for gifting fantastic raffle prizes which were auctioned at a 
group fundraising event.  
 
Since my last update, I have attended a training 
weekend in Thorrington, which involved getting to 
know other group members and a canoeing  
expedition down the river Stour in preparation for 
America. The weekend was fantastic, and I am 
looking forward to the next weekend in March. 
We have been given more details about the 
event which will include: 
three nights accommodation near New York with 
two days visiting the city; a transfer upstate to a 
Boy Scout Campsite where we will spend ap-
proximately one week in camp with US Scouts, 
with access to multiple on-site activities and the 
chance to earn US badges. We will also vis-
it another Scout site for a 5-day trek by canoe. 
We will then transfer to Niagara Falls to visit one 
of the natural wonders of the world finally trans-
ferring to Toronto, with a mixture of scheduled 
activities and a chance to explore the city.  
 
My next fundraising event is a group bake sale outside Premier Travel in 
Saffron Walden on Saturday 26th November. I’m also still individually fund-
raising with any jobs you may need doing, which can include stacking 
wood, raking leaves or washing cars. You can contact me on 07903580096 
 
Thanks again to all Debden residents, friends and neighbours for your gen-
erous support. 
 
Isaac Reeve  



Debden Parish Pump                                                                                December 2022 

12 

Debden Gardening Club  
 

There has been such amazing support for Debden Gardening Club. Thank 
you to everyone who has come along. In October, Anna Broadhead from 
Howlett End Garden Centre gave a delightful demonstration of planting  
colourful outdoor pots for Winter. At our November meeting we held a very 
entertaining and enjoyable ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’.  There will be no 
meeting in December, which is a very busy month for many of us.   
The first meeting of the New Year on Wednesday 11

th
 January, is entitled 

‘Gardening for Pollinators’ and will be given by Richard and Jane Ridler, 
beekeepers of many years’ experience. They also do a tremendous amount 
of work with the charity ‘Bees Abroad’ of which Richard is the chairman. It 
promises to be a fascinating evening, which will encourage us in doing our 
bit for wildlife. As always everyone is warmly welcome. 
Refreshments will be provided, but to make it easier, please bring your own 
mug (saves time washing up!)  
 
Gardening Club meetings will generally be held on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 7.45 – 9.15pm.  
Membership is £20 for the year. Non-members will be charged £5 
 
If you would like to come to this meeting, but need transport do please let 
me know.  

Hilary Davey 
Email: hilarydavey@btopenworld.com      Tel: 01799 542717 

mailto:hilarydavey@btopenworld.com
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Arkwright and Co is a privately owned independent estate agency, providing a 
professional service with a personal touch. 

From flats to large country houses, we offer a complete property service whether 
you are looking to buy, sell or rent your property. 

Contact the Saffron Walden office for any enquiries on 01799 668600 
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The Executives’ Choice Chauffeur Company 

 

Contact Graham Anderson: enquiries@execschoice.com  
to discuss your require-
ments  

Phone 07481 494988 
www.execschoice.com 

 

Providing clients with premium transport 
at affordable prices. Airports, sporting 
events, theatre trips etc. 

Corporate Accounts welcomed. 
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 Seasoned firewood for sale from £60 a jumbo bag  

Text Rob on 07708 493432  
 

or email sales@bullsbridgetimber.co.uk 



17 

Debden Parish Pump                                                                               December 2022 

Richard P Cawte FIDM, FGPT 
Professional Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies 

“for your special occasion” 
 

 
 

My presence and friendly style at your event will make all the  
difference to your special day. Let me make your occasion complete. 

 
Tel: 01799 543 048 -- Mob: 07899 700 894 
e-Mail: rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk 
Web: professionaltoastmasteressex.co.uk 

Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters 
 

mailto:rcawte@guild-of-toastmasters.co.uk
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2 Adjoining cottages in the village of Burnham Market 

one sleeping 6 and the other 4.  To let separately or together. 

2 miles from Holkham, 1.5 miles from coast, enclosed south-facing 

garden, off-street parking. 

Lovely beaches, golf courses, bird watching etc.! 

burnhammarketcottages.co.uk 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES TO LET 

NORTH NORFOLK 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone floors, Upholstery, 

Rugs 
A few points that make us stand out, 
Rothwell’s has been in business since 

1993 

We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 

for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TAC-
CA. 

We will move the furniture. 
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

 

01638 428 060 / 01223 832 928   
www.Rothwells.biz 

 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell  
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Letters 

New role for Village Shop? 

Many of us will remember the Portacabin start of the first Community Shop 
in the UK and the number of awards won by the dedicated volunteers.  
However, in spite of some rather rash boasts of re-opening ‘within 3 days’ 
from the former PC Chairman, the shop remains empty. During the Covid 
lock down I finally had time to sort out cupboards. The charity shops were 
overwhelmed and some of the unwanted items were too good for the shop 
or the dustbin. In this current economic climate, I thought it might be a good 
idea to utilise this space with preloved stock where people could sell their 
items or donate them with a small price on them which could be donated to 
the village Charity (TTTA? Or others).  It could even have a food bank col-
lection for those in dire straits. This could be open on the days the Post Of-
fice is open to save on heating and lighting – share the costs?  It might en-
courage more footfall for this much needed and useful asset.  
 
We are fortunate to have this facility (Radwinter have lost theirs). Just say-
ing…. before all the negative comments start flowing – this is just a sugges-
tion to utilise a facility that is available – so let’s try and think of other possi-
ble suggestions if mine falls by the wayside. 

p.s. Obviously the bridge repairs in the main Thaxted Road need to be done 
– however the rat run speeding in our village is not acceptable or safe.  
Surely our DC or PC could get H&B to put speed restrictions on this road 
during this period particularly as the completion date has been extended.   
Two dearly loved pets have been killed, and cars damaged – do we need to 
wait until it’s a pedestrian? 

Tina Knight 

Memorial seat for ‘Hairy’ Al 

There will be a Raffle at the Debden Xmas party to raise money for “a chair 
on the green” in memory of “Hairy” Al. Any donations would be great - drop 
off at the post office or at my house. 

Cheers  

Karen Alexander  

Quote of the Month 

If you don’t know where you are going, any road will get you there. 

Lewis Carroll 
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Christmas Quiz 

1. Which country first started the tradition of putting up a  
Christmas tree? 
 
2. Which popular Christmas beverage is also called 'milk 
punch'? 
 
3. How many ghosts appear in ‘A Christmas Carol’? 
 
4. What do people traditionally put on top of their Christmas tree? 
 
5. Where was baby Jesus born? 
 
6. What colour are mistletoe berries? 
 
7. Which fairytale was the first gingerbread house inspired by? 
 
8. Who invented the Christmas wreath? 
 
9. Where did the tradition of Christmas stockings come from? 
 
10. What are the traditional 12 days of Christmas? 
 
11. How do you say Merry Christmas in Spanish? 
 
12. What was the coldest ever temperature recorded during a UK winter? 
 
13. What are the chances of a white Christmas in the UK? 
 
14. How many Christmas trees are grown in Europe? 
 
15. How many years do Christmas trees grow for before they are sold? 
 
16. In the film ‘Home Alone’, where are the family going on holiday? 
 
17. How many Christmas trees are in Buckingham Palace? 
 
18. Where does the word 'winter' come from? 

19. On his first Christmas at Hogwarts, Harry Potter receives a measly gift 
from the Dursleys: What is it? 

20. If you are born on Christmas Day, what is your star sign?  
 
Answers on page 28 
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 Debden remembers 

The younger generation were strongly represented at our Remembrance 
Day events this year. Children from Debden School led the Act of Remem-
brance on Friday 11

th
 November and the large congregation for the service 

at the parish church on the Sunday included many families as well as 
Scouts, Brownies, Cubs and Beavers.  

Debden Brownies proudly paraded their new flag – presented to them by 
Debden Branch Royal British Legion – which was blessed by the Rev John 
Saxon, who conducted the service. 

Restrictions due to heavy traffic through the village meant that Woolwich 
ATC Band had to contend with parading at the village hall where, after the 
formalities, cadets and residents let their hair down dancing to the music of 
local band Revival. 

Some of the highlights are shown in the photo below and on the following 
pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children from Debden Primary Academy with head of school Matt Hawley 
led the Act of Remembrance parade to mark Armistice Day with 
(background)  
Royal British Legion standard bearer Richard Cawte who was accompanied 
by the Rev John Saxon, representatives of Debden Parish Council,  
Uttlesford District Council, Royal Engineers regiments at Carver Barracks, 
Debden Branch Royal British Legion, and residents. 

Scouting was represented at the service including 1
st
 Thaxted-Carver Scout 

Group and members of Debden Brownies.  
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Traffic restrictions prevented Woolwich ATC band from marching through the 
village on Sunday afternoon (13

th
 November) but they paraded nonetheless 

at the village hall, and afterwards led boisterous dancing to the sounds of 

local band Revival. The cadets themselves were revived with cakes and tea 
and the opportunity was too good to miss for local residents and dignitaries 
to join in the dancing.  

 

 

.  

Last Post to mark the two minute 
silence 

Children from Debden School placed 
wooden crosses in remembrance of 
each member of the armed forces 

named on the village war memorial.  
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Cadets and Local Celebrities 

There were celebrations of another kind as the cadet band played Happy 
Birthday for Pam Bunting who celebrated her 90

th
 on the day. She chatted to 

Ted and Laurel Boatman who both wore their fathers’ medals while Ted also 
wore his own, including one from the Suez conflict. 

 

Pam Bunting on her 90th 
Birthday 

Ted and Laurel Boatman 
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News from Debden School 
 

 
Another busy couple of weeks have been and gone here at Debden and 
a busy time is also ahead of us as we head towards Christmas. 
 
On Friday 11th, the children in our Kingfishers Class (Year 5 and 6) 
joined the local villagers, parents, and representatives from the British 
Legion and Armed Forces in remembering those from this parish who 
gave their lives in service of our country. As always, the children of Deb-
den were integral to the event, planting crosses which bore the names of 
each of the parish members who had died, and we were delighted with 
their conduct and the level of respect that they showed throughout the 
service. In school, the children from the other year groups each had a 
short class assembly informing them about remembrance and the wear-
ing of the poppy, before observing the two minutes’ silence at 11am.  
 
By the time you read this we will have taken part in a whole school ram-
ble to raise money for Children in Need which is on November 18th. Chil-
dren will be dressing up in spotty clothes in return for a £1 donation and 
the whole school including parents and siblings, where able will be going 
out on a village ramble. On our return we will be having hot chocolate 
and cakes in the school hall. We have our fingers crossed that the 
weather will be kind ! 
 
We also have a very busy sporting month. Some of our year 3’s and 4’s 
attended a Dodgeball competition last week and we now have our year 
5’s and 6’s competing this week. 
On the 17th our reception class and year 1’s will be undertaking some 
scooter training here at the school. 
Finally, also on the 17th we are hosting an Archery competition where we 
will be joined by Great Chesterford and Wimbish Primary schools. Again, 
we have our fingers crossed for dry weather. 
 
As we look towards Christmas, we have a very busy diary ahead: 
Our lovely parent’s association are running the usual Elfridges sale in 
school where children can buy small gifts for their loved ones. They have 
their ever-popular wreath making evening on December 5th and are hold-
ing a Christmas Fayre here at the school on December 11th. 
All of this is in addition to the younger Children’s Christmas production 
which this year is entitled ‘Bethlehem Bake Off’ 
 
Mr Hawley  
Head of School 
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Table Tennis  

Thursday evenings 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm in the village hall. 

£3.00 per session.  All equipment provided.   

  New players of any standard welcome.  
Contact Sue Wolff for info.  susanwolff74@gmail.com 

 

POST OFFICE OPENING 
TIMES 

 
The Post Office is open from  

Monday to Thursday  
between 08.00 am and 12.30pm  

   Going on holiday??? 

Order your foreign currency via the Post Office website and collect it from 
Debden Post Office the next day 

 
Spuds 4 Debden 

Locally grown King Edwards - perfect for Christmas 
roasties! 

15 Kilo Sack £10       25 Kilo Sack £14 

Orders from 1st December 

Text Dickie on 07867 784873 
 

Proceeds go to FODS fundraising for Debden Primary Academy 

mailto:susanwolff74@gmail.com
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District Councillor’s Report 

This month there was more training provided for us UDC Ward Cllrs, the topics 
being “Procurement” and 'Modern Day Slavery'. That one was delivered by the 
“Prevent and Protect Officer” at Essex Police on how to report any concerns and 
offer support to any potential victims. 

Emails still pour into my inbox dealing with everything from wildlife issues to 
planning, housing and “levelling up” etc. I was a fan of Devolution when the PM 
proposed that many years ago but many of you won’t remember that. My take on 
progress since then is that Devolution as envisaged then has not been a mecha-
nism for shifting the balance of power away from the Westminster government 
while bringing decision making closer to you the people. Instead, it has been 
held by the government in pursuit of its own economic incentives. 

It has definitely not resulted in an empowered local council with real powers,  
although we try. Even when this council finds ways to do things better, you will 
have seen Westminster stop us. Why do I bother you might ask? I enjoy it! 

Thank you to those of you who turned up for my 2nd D.C. surgery in the village 
hall, it was very productive. More people may have attended, however some did 
not read their Pump until after the event. I know some of you don’t bother to read 
it but many others do and I see it as an important piece of the fabric of our village 
life.  
Speedwatch is another important service provided FOC by a number of volun-
teers. This month they were supported by the Essex Police Serious Accident 
Investigation Officer who stopped and fined some motorists and cautioned  
others. I took him to Wimbish after he had done an hour in Debden with the simi-
lar results by the entrance to Rowney Wood.  

Some people have taken my advice and phoned me or stopped me in the street 
rather than emailing me. The hot topic was the diverted traffic passing through 
the village, but the new layby and driveways at Smiths Green and the Pigeon 
problem came close.  Many were concerned about noise, pollution associated 
with the traffic and the risks to pedestrians and cyclists. I subsequently volun-
teered to take on the job of a Lollipop crossing warden outside the school, but 
ECC said it was not a temporary job and by the time I had got the uniform and 
was trained properly the diversion would have ended.  

 Looking forward this month, I hope you manage to slow down your pace of life 
in December rather than wind the pace up. Please plan time to come along to 
the switching on of the Christmas tree lights and the carol service at the church.  

It’s a month to be happy and reflect on the good things we did in 2022 with the 
family we all love. 

Season’s Greetings! 

Stewart 



Debden Parish Pump                                                                                December 2022 

28 

Christmas Quiz Answers 

1. Germany 
 
2. Eggnog 
 
3. Four 
 
4. An angel 
 
5. Bethlehem 
 
6. White 
 
7. Hansel and Gretel 
 
8. A German Lutheran pastor named Johann Heinrich Wichern 
 
9. According to tradition, the original Saint Nicholas put gold coins in the 
stockings of three poor sisters 
 
10. The Twelve Days of Christmas are the last six days of the old year (26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31 December) and the first six days of the New Year (1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6 January) 
 
11. Feliz Navidad 
 
12. The coldest temperature ever recorded during a UK winter was -27.2 °C 
 
13. The chances of a White Christmas are just 1 in 10 for England and Wales 
 
14. Nearly 60 million Christmas Trees are grown each year in Europe 
 
15. 15 years 

16. France 

17. Three trees 

18. The word winter comes from the Germanic wintar which in turn is derived 
from the root wed meaning 'wet' or water 

19. 50p 

20. Capricorn 

 

Quiz questions on page 20 
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            News from Debden  

            Pentecostal Church 

                                     

Dear Friends,  

The Christmas message is full of joy and hope as we see God’s love 
vividly demonstrated in sending his only son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
reach out to us in a troubled world.  Jesus was born in a country occu-
pied by a foreign power and in a crowded town with no available ac-
commodation.  Although a king, he was not recognised and the au-
thorities even attempted to have him killed in case he became a 
threat.  The writer of  Philippians puts it quite starkly: 

“..who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  

Because Jesus came to live as “God with us”, and experienced so 
much against him, he is fully able to empathise as he reaches out to 
each of us with this message of love and forgiveness.  In the words of 
the well known carol: 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteous-
ness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

We are again looking forward to another visit from Yan Hadley this 
month.  We usually have quite a few extra visitors when he comes, 
please come along, we’d be delighted to see you!  

We wish everyone a very happy Christmas and peaceful new year.   

 

God bless, 

  Simon Gale           
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Debden  Pentecostal Church  
Thaxted Road,  Debden  

Debden Pentecostal Church                        

www.debden-pentecostal.org.uk 

Sunday  11.00 am   Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening 

Carol Service 

6.30 pm December 4th 

4.00 pm December 18th 

Christmas Day 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings each Wednesday at 

10.30 to 12 noon, everyone welcome!          

Special note  Please contact Paul Baker on 01440  710416 

if you need information about the church 

Special December Services  

Yan Hadley will be giving a talk at our evening service on the 
4th. He is an interesting speaker, well worth coming to hear! 

Our Carol Service is on the 18th followed by 
mince pies and other refreshments. Please come 
along, you will be most welcome! Sue Johnston, 
the Baptist Minister from Great Sampford, will be  
giving a short talk. 

Our Christmas Day service is at 10am, again 
please join with us as we celebrate the miraculous birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Dear Friends 

Advent has come at the end of November and turned our at-
tention towards Christmas. If you have avoided the  
Christmas themed shops up until now, it is probably time to 
give in and face the reality. The Christmas countdown has 
begun. 
Whatever your plans with family and friends, we hope you will join us at one 
of our services over the Christmas season. Our Service of Lessons and 
Carols will be at 6.30pm on Sunday 18 December. With traditional carols 
and familiar bible readings, this really starts the Christmas season for me.  
Join us from 5.30pm to enjoy mince pies and a little mulled wine as we an-
nounce our Christmas Prize Draw. 

Monday afternoon, 2.00-3.30pm, 19 December we are repeating our 
Friendship Afternoon with mince pie and carols in the Village Hall. A 
chance for a friendly natter with others connected to our village and to enjoy 
some festive treats and seasonal songs from some of the school children. 

On Christmas Eve at 5.00pm there will be our Traditional Nativity Ser-
vice. We will hear the familiar Christmas Story, but told in a slightly different 
way. All ages are welcome to join us.  In the past, people (of all ages!) have 
dressed up as characters from the nativity, or some other novelty character.  
I wonder if we will be able to set a full nativity cameo this year? 

For Christmas itself we will host the First Communion of Christmas at 
Debden on Christmas Eve, starting at 11.00pm.  Holy Communion on 
Christmas Day at 9:30am will be in Wimbish Church. Whichever service 
you consider, in which ever church it is, you will receive a warm welcome. 

The New Year will herald in a new pattern of services in the team of church-
es in Saffron Walden and the villages. On New Year Day itself we will all 
come together at St Mary’s Saffron Walden.  Do lookout for the changes in 
times for our services here in Debden (9.00am) and Wimbish (9.00 or 
10.30am). The first service at Debden will be Holy Communion 9.00am Sun-
day 8 January. 

It is just for me to finally wish you every blessing for Christmas and peace, 
health and happiness for the New Year. Remember, Jesus is the reason for 
the season.  In the words of the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 9 and verse 6 : 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Best wishes, Revd John Saxon 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, 

Moles, Moths, Ants, Bed Bugs, Fleas, 
Flies,  

Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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Bentens 

Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

Offering friendly, helpful advice on all taxation 

and accountancy matters. 
  

Abbey House    51 High Street    Saffron Walden 

Telephone 01799 523 053 

www.benten.co.uk 
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Sunday 4th December The Big switch on Christmas tree lights 
5.30pm Debden Village Hall 

Monday 5th December FODS Christmas Wreath workshop 
7.30pm Debden School Hall 

Saturday 10th December Christmas party. 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
 

Sunday 11th December Debden school Christmas fair 2- 4pm 

Saturday 17th December History Recorders Archives 3-6pm 
Village Hall 

Monday 19th December Mince pies & Carols 2 - 3.30pm 
Village Hall 

Wednesday 11th January Gardening club  7.45 pm Village hall 

Saturday 28th January, 2023 Progressive Supper. 7pm The Plough 

What’s on 
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MF 

PROGRESSIVE SUPPER JANUARY 28
th

 2023 

By the time you are reading this all those who have taken part in the past 
should have received their emails with the application 
form attached – that’s about 50 of you !  For those 
new to the village or have not participated before and 
would like to join in, please contact either of us so we 
can forward you the relevant information. Singles wel-
come as well as couples.  November's Pump Page 28 
gives an outline of how this all works. 

This has always been a well supported fun event and gives everyone some-
thing to look forward to after the Christmas and New Year celebrations 
come to a close. Looking forward to a good turn out as usual. 

Jane Langham 07786 543248 or secretary@theparishpump.org  

Margaret Hynes 07743 502832 or maa.andrews@btinternet.com  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember 
them. 

Those famous words sum up how Debden remembered their fallen. Thank 
you to Major Tippett, WO 2 Gallagher and all the soldiers of Carver  
Barracks who helped make our Remembrance weekend so special. It was 
very emotional hearing of all those who paid the ultimate sacrifice from 
Carver barracks and how so many have not come home. 

I’d also like to thank April Gardner and the Parish Council for all their help 
with arranging the road closures and the organisation of the weekend. 

The school event on Friday 11th and the Act of Remembrance Service 
held  on the Sunday morning and the Woolwich ATC band playing Sunday 
afternoon are all events to remember those who gave their lives in the ser-
vice of their country. Let’s not forget their sacrifice, and because of it how 
we can live our lives in the freedom that we do.  

Thank you Debden for remembering them 

Kind regards 

Mike Clarke 

Chairman, Debden RBL 

Each name that appears on the Debden war memorial was read out by 
Richard Cawte. 
SSgt Chris Lilley read out the names of 20 personnel from 101, 35 and 33 
Engineer Regiments who died in the service of their country in the Falk-

lands, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

mailto:secretary@theparishpump.org
mailto:maa.andrews@btinternet.com
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Essex Police  101 non emergency  
(15p per call) or 999 for emergency 

 
Hospitals  
Addenbrooke’s, Cambridge  01223 
245151   
Princess Alexandra, Harlow   
01279 444455     
NHS Radwinter Road Hospital 
01799562929                                                                                                               

 
Doctors 
Newport  01799 540570                  
Thaxted  01371 830213                  
TEDS (out of hours)   111 

 
Dentists (Saffron Walden)   
Church Street….01799 528555                                   
High Street……..…01799 521357    
Hill Street……...… 01799 528209     
London Road……  01799 523194  
New Road…………01799 521265   

 
Parish Church 
John Saxon 01799 541619 
Ursula Lyons 01799543164 

 
Pentecostal Church  
Paul Baker  01440 710416 

 
Debden Shop         
Closed for the present (PO open Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thurs. 8am - 12.30) 

 
Footpaths     
Nicola McCahill            01799 541411 

 
Village Hall Hire 01799 543048 
email: debdenvhbookings@gmail.com 
 
Schools 
Debden Academy  01799 540302 
Dame Joyce Frankland .. 01799 540237 
SW County High ….   01799  513030 

 
Airport Noise Complaints 0800  243788 

 

Debden Activities  
Football (Eddie Minet)…07766 70296                                                                                                                 
Tennis (David Rose) 07540653801 
www.debdentennis.co.uk 
Table tennis (Sue Wolff)    S/W 543679   
Badminton (Roger Forster)   S/W 541409  
Grahams School of Dance   
 01279 654423  
History Recorders 01799 540528 
1st Debden Brownies (Ann Bannister) 
01799 542046 
Pilates (Emma Spearing) 07929 048980 

 
County Councillor  Martin Foley … 
email:cllrfoley@uttlesford.gov.uk 

 
District Councillor 
Stewart Luck ……………..01799 540866 
cllrluck@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 

MP: Saffron Walden Constituency 
Kemi Badenoch MP… ….0207 2191943 
Kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk 

 
Parish Council Members 
Clive Bunting……………...01799542239 
cbunting@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Open Spaces and Allotments) 
Charlotte Diggins………..01799 541270 
cdiggins@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Parish Pump, School & Publicity) 
April Gardner……………..01799 542288 
agardner@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Playground, Publicity) 
Brian Lindsell……………..01799 542569 
blindsell@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Transport, Rights of Way, Barracks) 
Jeanette O’Brien………. 01799 542881 
Jobrien@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Village Hall, Shop, Planning, Neighbour-
hood plan) 
Stephanie Watson ……  01799 540721 
swatson@debden-pc.gov.uk 
(Chairman, Events, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Pavilion, Finance) 
Stewart Luck………...01799 540866 
sluck@debden-pc.gov.uk 
Andrew Hogbin…… 07915 885908 
clerk@debden-pc.gov.uk (PC Clerk) 
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